CHAPTER TWO

THE NEW YORK H

PROCESS)

ﬁé\%

e e\
o™

A

In a large and &d place like New York, finding a comfortable place to liv

step to rviv etting settled in safe and affordable housing can be an j
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from

e in New York. The metropolitan area offers a diverse ar

oose, but your search for housing can be a challengin o icated process.

tha ately you are the best judge
r you. As you get started, the first
ere is a section following for each of the

types listed below:

is section is designed to advise and assist you, b
of your own housing needs and which situatio
thing you should consider is tw able.
Tem %

nd residences.

itories and university housing.

nternational student housing and homestay residenc

* Renting a room in a private home. Q
* Apartment shares. Q‘
e R

enx artment.
Y HOUSING AND RESIDENCES
“ hat it can take some time to find a suitable place to live, especially in New York’s tight
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*  Subletting an apart



housing market. You will probably need a temporary place to stay while you are conducti
search. Regular hotels are expensive, but there are other options. If you are a student,
should be to check with your international student advisor or campus housin
an affordable facility near your school where you can stay until y:
already have friends or family in the New York area, discuss.the ili ing with them before

you arrive.

Other temporary housing options in tels and the temporary residences that

are listed in the Appendix. s for anywhere from one night to one month,

and some for even longer. If yo staying in a residence on a longer-term basis, you can
look into the r c in pendix as well. Many of these residences fill up very
so you shoid make arra nts for your stay well in advance. Q

EGE AND UNIVERSITY HOUSING
Many colleges and universities provide residenc students. Usually both single and
e

meal plans, laundry facilities and TV

ail first—you will save time and energy!

shared rooms are offered, as well as a vari
or study lounges. Many resi nal but single sex residences or floors may be

available. Choosing university ood solution if you want to move in quickly and live in

ready-made co i ents. It also enables you to avoid the responsibilities o
i ntaining an apartment.

sreport thatliving in campus housing provides a sense of ¢ erwise
find upon first arrival in New York City. Living in a r ce uring your first
Ho ther or not you live in a

nce this sense of community outside

1, can help you feel more at home in your new surrou 1
residence hall at the moment, One To World’s progt:
of residential life. Visit our event cal 3 orld.org/site/315/International-

Students/Program-Cale

Keep in mind, h e om ork City campuses do not have sufficient housing for'all
students who requestit. re interested in this option, you will need to act quickly
room w van

arriving at your school. Be sure to keep yourself knowl

RNATIONAL STUDENT HOUSING %%
AND HOMESTAY RESIDENCES
In some cases, there are off-campus @

a rsity’s housing process.

cifically cater to international students
and scholars who are staying time. Built like college and university housing,
international student housing er a good solution if you hope to move in quickly.

Additionally, t a mixers or other cultural and social events that will allow you

to meet resi the center who are from different countries.
ouse, or I-House (www.ihouse-nyc.org), near Columbia University’s campus on

est Side, is one of the most well-known graduate student housing centers and international
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http://one-to-world.org/site/315/International-Students/Program-Calendar
http://one-to-world.org/site/315/International-Students/Program-Calendar
http://www.ihouse-nyc.org

community residences in New York City. Rooms at I-House are in high demand and you mus
an application if you would like to live there. °

Educational Housing Services, or EHS (www.studenthousing.

profit
organization that houses students, similar to I-House. One of d ed selection of
er i

buildings in prime locations, such as Brooklyn Heights, t p nd Midtown East and

West. \
Q‘li ith an American family, is another viable

Applying for a homestay residen

option for housing that may a ltural enrichment opportunities.

Americana H a am anahomestay.com) is a nonprofit organization that ¢ ?%
internati students.w al American families who are willing to provide acc
t
ce
res t

ore even arriving in New York City

university housing, these options are very po ouse and other

mestay residency opportunities may not have t accommodate everyone

requesting the provided services. Inquiring and

can improve your chance of securing

RENTING A ROOM |

Local resident si nt an extra room in their home or apartment to students at a
s. lly ¢ om will be furnished with a bed, dresser and desk, but it
bath. You might also have permission to use the kitchen.

in a private residence, contact your school’s Off- o ask if they

campu
i
i

in a list of such accommodations, or check notices tin boards.

Though relatively inexpensive, this type of livin s careful consideration. Remember

that you may have to adjust your lifes ¢ person or family with whom you will be

living. For instance, if you ar

er of the house doesn’t allow smoking, then this
house might notbe a g at n the other hand, you may find that you have much i
common with 66 this could be the start of a rewarding friendship. The

avoid majerproble t to know your prospective housemate(s) before you m i

ink about your needs and the specific circumstances very ca ake

A share refers to a situation in which you m. a as an apartment, loft or house, that

PARTMENT SHARES

has already been rented by anoth and you agree to divide the responsibilities and

payment of rent and bills. Yo ave your name added to the lease or be asked for a

deposit. This is f
New York City. As with
ong

ore flexibility concerning how long you agree to stay. With an apartment lease, by

st p r housing options among students and young professionals in
mmate situation, it is important to discuss any expectations you might

d rules at the beginning. One benefit of moving into a share situation is that

;-you must take responsibility for a complete year’s rent even if you will be leaving after nine
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http://www.studenthousing.org
http://www.americanahomestay.com

months. Again, the best place to start this process is with your college’s Off Campus Housi
Notices of shares can also be found posted on campus bulletin boards, on and offline;
newspaper classified ads. Please exercise caution before meeting anyone alone @

Subletting an apartment from a tenant who tempor e ci Jans to return to the same
apartment after a period of time may be a short ure housing. For example, an actor
living in New York may get a tem t job'in Hollywood. Instead of moving out of his
or her apartment, the tenant it to another person. This means that someone else,

in igi apartment and use all the furniture and kitchenware u
| \

Thisi mon ew York City, but you should be cautious if you agre ent.

SUBLETTING AN APARTMENT

a subtenant, can li

the primary te

gal rights aren’t always as clear as those of a primary sublet, the

tenant takes full responsibility for all obligationsuinde es to pay the rent
t.

o the landlord, and reserves the right to reoccupy the.a
reliable person and that you, too, are reliable. A
be subleased on a legal basis. A su
of both you and the primary
]

A reliable ten 1 procedures when subletting their apartment to you. To s
e ten obtain permission from the landlord. In general, a lan
ion

€

that you are dealing with a
that the apartment you choose can

with the law may be grounds for eviction

ss it can be proved that you would be an unsuitable ple,
ay require information about you and your abilit a L you will
y req b A ¥

t to the tenant, who will then forward the rent to an

s furnishings.

Another item a landlord may request from the nant is a copy of the sublease. The
sublease is a written contract that sta
* The condition of the n

e primary tenant.

ublet.

* The n
%espo ibilities as a subtenant.
insist on signing a sublease before paying any rent o a secuti
e sure to request a copy of the signed sublease for\ .P

an example of a sublease

agreement here:

eforms.com/download/2 lease-agreement-template.pdf

The primary tenangsh mo able items from the apartment before you move in. If it is a
short-term sub‘ ould make specific arrangements with you about mail delivery.
““%ints to remember about subletting:
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https://eforms.com/download/2015/11/new-york-sublease-agreement-template.pdf

e While the primary tenant is away, the conditions of his/her lease cannot be
changed without his/her consent.

e Ifyou are subletting an apartment, the primary tenant is not a

than 10 percent to the legal rent. This can be verified % P

100 percent of one

original lease.

*  You will probably have to pay a secur
month’s rent. This amount ingo

and the furnishing

sublet
of 3 s
%n a io

n the duration of the sublet
the condition of the apartment. For a

or not unusual to be asked to put down a total

n signing a lease. This includes first and last month’s rent

nal month as the security deposit. This money should b

savings account at the bank and the security deposit sho

“ou when you vacate the apartment provided you hav%

“ furnishings in good condition.
For more information on how to sublet.yo r ake sure to look at the Your Right to
Sublet section.

RENTING Y ENT
Having your own robably one of the ultimate New York experiences, asito

nd cy. There are no rules about guests and you can decm@ ever
oking for your own apartment requires patience and mi people find that they

\ 4

to be persistent and even aggressive about

must look at many apartments before they find o afford. In searching for your

own apartment, you may encounter obsta rents, high broker fees and enormous
competition, especially in M
following up on leads and placi nce you find something you like and can afford, you

must act on it g i arantee you will get the first apartment that appeals

ity (you can ask your international student advisor, an em ord, professors,

nds and family), documenting your financial resour a credit check (proof
that you have a history of paying your bills on ti small, non-refundable fee for
processing an application/credit check i nt, you may not have any credit history
a person (in the U.S.) who provides a written
statement of agreement to pay e event that you fail to do so. As mentioned previously in
the No Credi
on your behalf for

gu U.S.

rent is a company that can provide a guarantee to a landlord

ww.insurent.com for more information. Note: If you do not have a

our landlord may require a larger security deposit from you.
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http://www.insurent.com
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WE HELP STUDENTS FROM
ALL OVER THE WORLD GET THE |
' NYC APARTMENT THEY WANT.
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With the Insurent® Lease Guaranty, international students

in New York City are able to easily qualify for and secure
the apartment they want. In fact, with the Insurent Lease
Guaranty, many international students are able to meet the

landlord’s requirements and close in less than 24 hours.

INSURENT

LEASE GUARANTY

INSURENT

(646) 843-1712 « www.insurent.com
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To be prepared to make a quick decision, it is helpful to have the following items with you
go to inspect an apartment: $
Checkbook or travelers’ checks for any required fees or i;osi%@

* Photo ID (passport or driver’s license).

e Credit-related information (names, a numbers of references and

guarantor).

* Bank account infor nt numbers and recent statements, if available).

Veri@e. \Q
FOR SELECTING HOUSING ®°
some things to consider before you sign a lease! %%

* Security: How secure is the building? Qom system or a doorman?
Is the front door securely 1 r ell li? How secure is the
apartment? If the st or top floor, or is accessible by a fire
escape, are there.gate ows? \e

limb if there is no elevator?

Conve ce a convenient location? Consider access to transportatio

sary services like grocery shopping, laundry, etc.

oise: How noisy is the apartment? Traffic noise or

hospitals, or fire stations can all make for a noi ati

* Location: How many flights of stair

Will a great view compens ic or? Is the ventilation adequate?
Does the apartme i at least part of the day?

: Are the closet and storage spaces adequate? What
ities does the apartment have? Do a stove and refrigerato“

e apartment? Are both in good working order?

i-Fi and Utilities: Are the electrical and plumbing
maintained? How many electrical outlets are i 100 igh'speed internet
available in the apartment? How are the (gas, electric, water, etc.)?
ai ely?

Are any included in the rent,or

e Apartment Quali hysical defects, such as cracked plaster

or leaking f:
land sl
es, s h

n postcard with the recipient’s actual signature by mail or a proof of delivery
etter arriving as a PDF attachment that includes an image of the recipient’s
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Ifs

wn everything that is wrong and try to get the

itten agreement that the defects will be repaired. If he/she

e list to the landlord via registered mail and request a return receipt



signature by e-mail), before you get the keys. It is also a good idea to take pictures
of any defects in the apartment. This will serve as proof that you did not cau

of the damage or defects.

* Painting and maintenance: It is standard for landlo
repairs and to apply a fresh coat of paint inside en tenants.
Some landlords may not do this unless
know if there is a superinte enance worker who you may
contact if anythin

ired, and how would you be able to

contact them? You s all'maintenance projects or needs with your

ERE SHOULD YO %&?

[\

W YORK CITY RESOURCES

Another good place to start your research, in addi

York City Rent Guidelines Board

his guide, is the website of the New

xplains current laws and tenant rights, in

addition to providing resourc

OFF-CAM FICE AND

SYSTEM LISTINGS \
ed with a university, it is always a good idea to see if your sc pus
¢ which posts apartment listings from local lan n or rooms in

ate homes, and listings for roommates and shares. You wi ld%
in order to gain access to the office. §

‘mt e aware that housing listings change
ny times a day. Using the Off-Campus Housing

least expensive ways for students to find housing.

ow your student ID

Also be sure to check their websi
frequently, so you should loo

office can be one of .the

Additionally, if yo uses a Portal System online, you can look for housing listings on the

coll

on your account. This can be accessed once your university gives you an online ID in

he institution. Students from within the university are able to post ads for available

© COPYRIGHT ONE TO WORLD


http://www.nycrgb.org
http://www1.nyc.gov/site/rentguidelinesboard/index.page

