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Brian Dutoi with the Missouri State flag at an event sponsored by the US embassy

D

uring the past summer, I interned
with the US Department of Agri-
culture Foreign Agricultural Ser-
vice (FAS). FAS is primarily a trade agen-
cy, but it also has a significant capacity
building portfolio in the seven countries
covered in the US Embassy office in Nairo-
bi, Kenya where [ was assigned.

My internship involved both parts of
FAS’s mission: trade and capacity build-
ing. 1 conducted primary research on
trade in Kenya and Uganda, authored re-
ports, and met with importers and manu-
facturers. I also worked with NGO leaders
to clarify development program oppor-
tunity announcements and visited sites of
ongoing development programs. I ga-
thered data and reported on the produc-
tion and export of Kenyan tea and com-
piled feedback from participants in FAS-

sponsored technical exchange programs.
One of my most significant learning expe-
rience from the internship was knowing
about the scientific, political, and food
security aspects of biotechnology in
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USDA Foreign Agricultural Service
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Kenya from the conferences and presen-
tations [ attended.

In my work, I found what I learned in
Dr. Mitra’s Agriculture and Development
class to be extremely useful, especially
for understanding how food security re-
lates to the economy. I found the eco-
nomic and political aspects of the trade
theories taught in Dr. Schwalbenberg’s
International Trade class to be very help-
ful in understanding regulations and
price levels. Concepts and nomenclature
from the Project Management series were
useful in communicating with business
people and my experience in the Phili-
ppine Project Assessment class was help-
ful in conducting primary research.

Brian during a site visit in Nairobi, Kenya

I am confident that what I learned
during my internship and the oppor-
tunity to demonstrate my skills will be
very beneficial in my future career. I
also expanded my professional network
significantly and became familiar with
several organizations, including FAS,
where 1 would like to work in the fu-

ture. @

IPED Summer Internships
During the 3 Semester IPED program, all

students are encouraged to seek internships
or language immersion study programs du-

ring the summer between their second and
third semesters. To helpwith expenses for
these trips, several different competitive
scholarships are awarded.

Michael Fajardo, Goldstein
Capital Corp., New York

G oldstein Capital Corp. (GCC) is an

investment advisor that specializ-

es in high quality mortgage-
backed securities (MBS) and municipal
bonds. It manages an MBS-focused hedge
fund and a variety of customized sepa-
rate accounts. Doing an internship with
GCC offered me a unique opportunity to

get an overview of running an invest-
ment management firm. With only three
full time employees in the firm, I had
the chance to get involved with a broad
range of responsibilities necessary to
keep the business running. I was ex-
posed to various aspects of their invest-
ment processes and had the privilege of

"-

Michael Fajardo at one of the Bloomberg trading terminals at Goldstein Capital Corp.

working with the firm’s founder and
CIO, Paul Goldstein.

Through GCC I was exposed to the
work involved in managing a portfolio. I
primarily contributed to streamlining
MS Excel worksheets that organize and
analyze data used to generate portfolio
returns and calculate portfolio perfor-
mance. I also assisted in the day-to-day
operational needs of the firm such as
processing trades and updating portfo-
lio management reports. By processing
trades on a daily basis I was able to
have an overview of pricing and analy-
sis of bonds.

Being an IPED student was definite-
ly an asset during my internship. Hav-
ing taken courses like Financial Analysis
and Global Financial Markets, 1 was able
to engage with our CIO in insightful
conversations regarding the overall
economy and debt markets. Knowing
the impact of macroeconomic funda-
mentals, such as interest rate changes,
and policies including quantitative ea-
sing on the fund’s investments, gave me
an edge in making the most out of my
summer internship.

This internship has undoubtedly
opened doors for me for future employ-
ment. | will still be interning with them
throughout the fall semester and the
experience will allow me to further wit-
ness changes in the market. This and
knowing how firms react to these
changes will certainly be an asset when
[ apply for a job after IPED. ®
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Donniell Silva, Clinton Global Initiative, New York

more than 150 heads of state, 20 Nobel

C L I N T 0 N G L O B A L I N I T IAT IVE Prize laureates, and hundreds of leading
T B - . ' CEOs, heads of foundations and NGOs,
» g i Jate X ‘, - ' major philanthropists, and members of
the media. The Clinton Global Initiative
(CGI) convenes leaders to drive action
through its unique model. Rather than
CLINTON () cliNToN directly implementing projects, CGI facili-
LTI e YT TV | tates action by helping members connect,
" collaborate, and make effective and
measurable Commitments to Action.
During my summer spent with CGI, I
was able to translate a number of skills
acquired during my first year in the IPED
program into meaningful contributions
within the Commitments Department. The
extensive training in economic policy and
community level economic development
in IPED, in addition to service as Peace
Corps volunteer in Morocco, provided a

" - - O
- . solid foundation and tangible familiarity
Donniell Silva (far right) while conferring with a colleague during the CGI Annual Meeting with various forms of “commitments”
ollowing my first year in the International Political Economy and Development ~ being carried outin the field.
(IPED) program at Fordham University, I interned with the Clinton Global Ini- Additionally, the .multl-dlsc1p11na.ry
tiative (CGI) here in New York City. approach IPED takes in regards to its

Established in 2005 by President Bill Clinton, CGI, an initiative of the Clinton ~curriculum was mirrored in the approach
Foundation, convenes global leaders to create and implement innovative solutions to ~ inherent in the CGI model which brings
the world's most pressing challenges. CGI Annual Meetings have brought together Continued on Page 4

spent the summer working at . . .

WaterSHED (Water sanitation & - Lindsay Voigt , WaterSHED , Cambodia

Hygiene Enterprise Development)
in Phnom Penh, Cambodia. Founded by a § S : : [
grant from USAID, WaterSHED is a Cam-
bodia-based NGO working to improve
the extremely low access to appropriate
sanitation, hygiene and clean water in
the Cambodian countryside. After Cam-
bodia's civil conflict ended in the early
'90s, many NGOs and development or-
ganizations began giving away or heavily
subsidizing sanitation and hygiene prod-
ucts such as latrines and water filters.

Though well-intentioned, these ef-
forts have effectively destroyed the Cam-
bodian market for these products and
created a culture of dependency on NGOs
in the Cambodian countryside. Water-
SHED has sought to reverse this trend by
stimulating market demand among Cam-
bodian villagers for sanitation products.
WaterSHED has helped in the crea-

tion of a market for latrines in the Cam-
bodian countryside through various
strategies. These include analysis of the

| —

Lindsay (upper left) together with colleagues at WaterShed

Continued on Page 4
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Donniell at the CGI annual meeting

Clinton Global Initiative
Continued from Page 3

together the private, public, and non-
profit sectors in order to make the most
impactful and sustainable change. IPED’s
rigorous training in econometrics also
proved exceptionally useful as [ was fre-
quently called upon to export collections
of data from CGI’s internal database. I
analyzed these statistics and distilled
findings into formal reports for senior
management. My first year in IPED
played no small part in successfully pre-
paring me for these expectations.

Over the summer, [ improved my
data analysis skills and elevated my con-

fidence in public speaking and profes-
sional networking. I also increased my
familiarity with cross-sector systems and
practices. These are expertise that only
complement abilities developed within
the IPED program.

As I enter my final semester with the
IPED program, my classmates and I fer-
vently begin the process of applying and
interviewing with different firms world-
wide. [ am confident that the skills gained
during my internship with CGI, in addi-
tion to the connections made within this
impressive internal and external net-
work, will assist me in securing a job
after graduation. @

WAterSHED Inc.

Continued from Page 3

barriers to latrine ownership among vil-
lagers, use of targeted behavior change
communication platform and design of
low-cost Do-It-Yourself latrine installa-
tion kit. This market-based approach has
enabled the rapid uptake of latrine usage
across several Cambodian provinces,
with over 50,000 latrines being sold in
the last two years.

One variable that WaterSHED has
identified as being crucial to a village's
success in latrine adoption is the quality
of local leadership in that village. This
has led WaterSHED to undertake a year-
long leadership intervention across se-
veral districts with the hope and possibil-
ity of scale-up in the future. My role at
WaterSHED was in the project design
phase of this intervention. I was tasked

with planning and facilitating a two-day
workshop for WaterSHED staff to roll out
the project's Monitoring & Evaluation
method, called Outcome Mapping. 1 took
part in numerous planning meetings,
spent time in the field, and met with se-
veral government officials in support of
the project.

An understanding of the detrimental
physical and cognitive consequences of
poor sanitation and nutrition, exposure
to survey design, familiarity with differ-
rent M&E mechanisms, and a fundamen-
tal understanding of Econometrics, all of
which I gained during my first year of
study at Fordham, played into my work
at WaterSHED.

Because of my time in IPED, I felt like
I was able to add value to my projects,
and I will be returning to work at Water-
SHED full-time after graduation! @

Lindsay Voigt enjoying the wonders of
Angkor Wat in Cambodia.
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