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ANHARBOROVVE

FOR FAT'TH-

FVLL AND TREVVE
SVBIECTES,

agay nftthe lateblowne Blafte,concerninge the Go 3
uctnmeér of VVemen.wherinbe confured all fuch

reafons as a ftraunger oflate made in thae
behalfe, withabreife exhortation to

OBEDIENCE.
Anno. M.D.lix.

PROVERBES, 32,

Many daughtersthere be, that oather

riches to gether : butthou goeft abouethemall. As
for fauouritisdeceitfull,andbewtie s a vaine thing;:

but + vvoman that fearcth the Lord:(he is vvorthie to
be prayfed. Geue her of the fruit of her handes,
and let her ovvne vvorkes prayfc herin

the gate.-.

€ At Strafborowe the.
26. oprrill.




Tothe right honorable and his

{inguler good Lordés,Francis Earleof Bedford one
of the Quenes Maicfties priuie Counfell, and the
Lord Robert Duddeley, mafter ofher highnes

horfle,and knight of the honorable ordcer of

the Garter . Thauthour wilfheth many

quict dayes,the continuall feare of
God,and carneft zcalein Chri

{tes quarrell.-.

H E mofte nobleand
llexcellét philofophcr Plue

tark réporteth (inoft hoe
norable)that bulles flefhe
corrupted and rotten , be
ingendred Bees,of horfe
A flet h Harnets,and of més

{1 ferpentes.V Vhercby not
| only appeareth the great
- | diuerfity of naturesin the
* L diuerfities of kindes, but

P . ' alfo (whiche isno {mall
woder)how of that-which is motte made of and cftemed,is

bred the worft and vileft corruption, of that,which in oure
cics is the beautifulleft worke of nature,fprinaeth forth the
foulelt frute,that is,or can be found in nature , No creature
in this world is counted more excellente than man:and no
monflrein fighte more ouglic,and in nature more hurtfull
than a ferpent, fo that we fec that of the fuire!} ,cometh the
fouleft,of the beft loued,the moft hated, of the moft holfGe
the molft venimous,and to be fhort,of the fineft in our cics,
the hithielt in oure iudgement. Vvherby God geucth vsto
vader(tand,that mifcheuous matter lieth oft hidden in fair
vellels,and no litle ill,where we think to find moft good.If

A.a. this
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. “The Epiftle. The Epiftle.

this poifoned venim,be in the bodye of man, to engender the horrible and moft hurtful herefies,hatched by the deuel,
{crpents:fhall we thinkethat the minde is purezNo certens ’ in the neft of mans mind,and vttered by the tég and pen of

ly.For though it bringeth not fourth (being corrupted and bufy bodies,fealed vp to {crue Satan in this kind of miniltes

rotten with error)(erpents,adders,and {nakes:yet be the buds ry.Such wer in our ancettors dais, the Nycolaitans , the Ces

of that tree,either asill, or muche vvorfe. For like as a man . rinthians, Arrians,Macedonians,Pelagians, Eutychians, Eue

inhal)itmg a ﬂinking,ﬁlthyc,and vnholfome houle, fituate | nomians,Neftorians and fuch other.And in thefe our latter

In a corrupt and vnclean aire,can not be but fubie to that daies,the old feltred fores newly broken out,as the Anabap

contagron:{o thele mindes of ours; beinge lodged in {o 1m- ' tiftes, the freewillers , or rather frowardewillers, the wfticias

purc an harborowe,mutte neades be defiled with the filthe. ries. &c,and others that be new,as Adaphoriftes , Oleranis

V Vheifore the Apoftiecrieth oute,qui in carne funt, deo ? {tes, Maroraatltes, Papifts,with infinit other {warms of gods

placere non poflunt,fo long as we remain in this{lefhe, w ¢ enemnies, by whom our aduerfari Satan {cketh to difturb the

can not pleale God, T he caufe of this corru pcion y no chrie true voitic of Chriftes church,to choke thegyod corn of late

_ {han is fo valkilful,but he knoweth 1t to be the dotage of , {uwn in gods ficld,and to dim that excellent lighte, whiche
‘ our firlte parentes,conucied into the vaines of their mindes according to his fecreate counfe!l and decree, he determined
firft,and their bodies nexte by the venimous breath, of that ' { huld {hine to the vnfpeakeable cifort of his clett,m thefe

{ubtil (‘crpcnt our auncient ennemy, V Vhome,while they ' our dais. Among thele vgglic monf{tersand brodesof the des

harkned vato,they became {o charmed and bewitched:that | uils brotherhead hath of late krept out(l ¢a not tel whether

they forgate them felucs, forfoke God , and became of hys | by wil or iznorance)certen mohdlapuara which haue called

dearc fonnes,his extreme enemics, of his obediente and lo - . Into queftion among vs {uch thinges, as good {ubreétes bes

uing {cruaunts his wiltul and obftinate rebels, and ¢ onfede- | fore neuer doubted of,whether it wer lawful for women,in

rats With hisfworne ennemye the dewill. Here we finde the ‘ heritours of kingdoms,to gouern and guid the fame,or no.

cauf c,'md \Y - daily fele thcﬂlﬂ,’m that we be1n al ‘th'ﬁ\g; Although thiserror Imay appeare,not to touch fo neare the

nature repiming at the wil of God,ready to follow the wiali e _ {oule and faluacion of man,as fome of the fornamed do:yccﬂ

y of the ﬂc(“h,\)t'm['mg aud kicking again{t godlines and trus ’ conlidering that the quict of common Wwealesis the nurfe of
the,and on the other fide,euer huntince tor flef hlines and rcheion and bulwark ot good and finthful men:and that the

ites, Out of this corrupted puddlc of mas hart,or rather out i apoltle pronounceth againft the rebellious veter damnacio:

. of this forge and {hop of Sathan , Where finne 1s wrouchte ' V Ve can not think it ta be a trifle to difturbe the common

©and fhapen:breaketh forth amonge the reafte of monflers, | ordres of pollicies, to fondre the mindes of {ubiectes, by new

(whichat brirtgeth out)the hornble hydras of errors,{e€ts ad inuented contrauerfies,and briefly to make men to mufe,ot

herefies wherwith the world hath fence the beginning,and ' that they neuer before miftrufted. Vvhertor chaunfing vps

to thcudmg {halbe poifoned and infeéted . H ereof fpr;f}g the on a boke,about a vere paﬂ,imltl“{ the firft blaft, cotening

»_ curtous contencions.and found ry {e€tes of Ethnike Philofos new broched doétrine to difproue the regiment of women:
:' phers,as Academians,Peripateticis, Stoikes, Epicures, Cys ' After ] had red it,] wifhed that fome notable learned man,
aiks,and all, that rabble. Here budded or rathier {lowed furth [ wold haue anfivered it that bke as thole which be {tonge qf

the hows i A3, dcorpas
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TheEpittle,

Scorpians vie to fetch remeady of the fame:fo this caufe bes
ing wounded,or rather a little fcratted with fom { hewe and
apparice of learning:nught be again healed with fuche plais
fters as through the truthe of the matter,true lerning minie
ftreth. And for asmuch as | hoped of this at foin mens hads
and hard of one,which 1s now zon to God,that he had také

it vpon him:I'ment not my (cif for a time to medle with it,
lealt that a good caufe by il handling,{huld in the iudgmét

of lom feme the worfe.But whan the length of time taught

me that he that mét,it was také 116 it,3d fuch as could haue
throughly don it,;made no haft to it:I thoughte it better ras
ther by my {clendre handling of it to (hew mi good wil,tha
by the common filence to feme to winke at it. And {o much
the rather I'toke it in hand!becaufe 1f no ma Chuld do it:all
our fide fhuld {eme to bear with it,which I knowe to be {o
far of:that none that I know(I ( peake of the learned)be furs
ther gilty in this poynt, than that by ther declaration they
haue not ! hc\x"cq thé felues giltles.] know the credit,theold
proucth hath,qui tacet cofétire videtur, he that winketh at a
atter,femeth to think the fame, And therfore asit was nes
cetlary that fom in the beha'fofal,{ huld vtter the minds of
the reft,fo ment l,though more boldly thé wifely,vet not fo
rafhly as necetfarily,nor as 1 truft more rudely thé profitas
bly,tolet the world vnderftad that this infeié is not blown
in by the blaft to al mens breails, yea I dare be bold to faye
that al the beft learned be of the {ame iudgemét herein that
this my fimple treatife Chall vtter me to beof . So that neie
ther our fWworn enemies the papifts { hal haue any l6ger lcas
{ure to belie vs,nor our half frends which are indifferét to be
leue any thing of vs, hereafter to miftruft v , hor the highe
powers thé felues in this point to feare vs. we haue lerned ad
tanght,we loueand like,we honor and efteme true obedéce
to-the hngh minuitres of God,and on the contrarye we can
no { kil ot feditious difturbers of wel fatled policies,of rafhe
w:;brxc{clcd brekers of holfomeand godlye lawes . Thus me
thinke I may {aye in the name of al, becaufe I know the ¢oe

trary opinion to bein fewe or none, V Vherforelet our ene

The Epiftle.

mics leaue of thus to charge vs,in that we deferue not,& our
frindes to miftruft vs,in that theycertainlye knowe not, or
els they Chall be reproued-of loude lying,and thefe of to vne
frendly mifiudeing.Nolite ante tempusiudicare,iudge not
before the time, for hafty iudzement (sldem hatteth the trus
the. Now whan [ had'fini( hed thisfimple anfwere: 1 coulde
find nonc to whom [ inight commend thele firfte frutes ot
my lubors,more mete,or worthier then your honors, bothe
for that you be no les carefull for the quict of the ftate , the
fafcty of our foueraign , and the welth of the wholc realme,
than for your own life ad preleruacion,but allo,that it hath
pleafed the geuer of all good giftes,to endue vou with a {in
gulare fauoure and defire to aduaunce and promote the true
do@trin of Chriftes crolle,w hich of late thorow the power of
darknes,the mébres of antichriftes and Sathans garde , hath
notonli ben obfeured but clene defaced ad was like {til to be
if God 1n(pired not the hart of our Englil h Helena,ad fuch
as beabout hier,to feke out ad dig vp his {ones cros out of the
doghil of the deuils dotrin,id to rear vp again in the eies of
her fubieéts,to the vnfpckeable cofort of al Chriltes mcbres
ad the wéderful cofulio of thaduerfaries. In the doing wher
of no ma.douteth, but that you both witha few other haue
and wilbe erneft,harty,ad faithful laborers. And asthisheués
ly gift ad godly zele 1s comon to you Loth:fo hath almighty
God fuftred you both to taft of the bitter cup of atth¢tio ad
aduerfitic,(though thone more the thother:vet both futticis
ently)therby teaching you piainly by pracufe that whichis
hardlye gotten by faence that heis hable to throwe downe
and fet vp,to wounde and to cure , to marre and to make,
to kyll,and to reurue,and f hortlye to do all that he lyfteth
wythoute vs,and we nothing neither to him, our felues, nos
other without him, Affli¢tio dat intelle@td faith Daud, At-
flicti6 bringeth vaderftanding,both howe vnhable we beto
crepe out,and how ready he isto dehwer.In this {chole haue

you both ben exerciled and haue atteined to hike knowledge

to vaderftad,ad not volike zeale to maintain, Chnfl naxed.:
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TheEpiftle, .

on his crofle,the true do@trine of faluacion,wherof he hathe
now made you { neldes of defence, Seing he hath thus ioigs
ned you m thele poyntesand others: 1 thotghte good wyth
your fauors,to match you in the defence of this litle work,
which 1 haue for none other refpet at this time fet out,tha
to ffop the mouthes of fome to lauafe in language , and to
quict the mindes of other fome,which for lack of Ckilyhaue
begone to {tagger, That it maye pleafe you to graunte your
good Wil hercin,craue not I,but your countrye, not youre
country,but the truth,not the truth, but God(whofe choife
and decrec is hearc defended) your readines to receiue that is
oftred,and your authoritic to (hield that is written . Take
vpon you therfore the defence of this pore treatife,which is
thedetence of them,by whome webe defended all, Manye
graue and fore céfures] am fure it muft abide:but my truft
1s that fuch as { hall finde fault,wil either reprehend charita-
bly or fet out a better {pedelye. Thusam I bolde to trouble
your Lordf hippes both with my long letter,and my fimple
trauail,trufting that you wil takein good part that is heare
oftred you of one that honouteth your vertues, oweth you
his {eruice,and dailye prayeth to God for you, VVho
graunt you both to be conftant in his truthe,
to continue 1n his feare,and to increafe
in muche honour to his glory,
and your countrics
commoditie,

Aﬂlcno
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- "‘% | K E as ficke or fe:

i P '.: ble bodies cannot abydecany

R ‘
Vit |sreat pangces orfittes, or old
Qo Y, @RS, :
Wereres>lcracked thippes anyc great
. 2llvvaues or vvindes: {o diftur

o BY

;;;{ i o w vvealthes are {one oucrturs
LN | ned and caft vader foote by
fodenand ftraung mutations. Scing cherfor that by
frovvning fortune,and Gods vvrach, for thoffences
of thinabitantes,Englande 1sof late both inhonour
and pofleflions,not alytle maymed, Yea, takinge a
fall chrough the nc;%llgcncc of the Nurce halte made
a creple:Teis neceflary foral good men, & the dutie
of all faichfull Subiectes,to hauecan eye to 1, thatic
runne not vponthe rockes,and make {hipp vvrake,
Andas ingrcat Cities,great hede 1s geuen,thac nei
therby negligece ofthe Citezins ,nor malice of cuil
vvillers,it be cofumedby tyre,or hurcby any ocher
cafualtie:So1n common vvelthes muft atbe prouts
ded,thatno fyrebrandes of Sedicionbe caft intothe

houfcs of mens hartes , to impayre thobedienceot

good Subieltes,tokindle the harts of che frovvard,
and to deftroy honeft,godly ,andcomly order.For
mans mature being {uch,as it can hardly be broughr
to {tupe, and cafely ftirred vp to difturbe: All occa-
fioiis muft be cut of,vvherby theeuyll may be enco
rage 1o caft ofthe yocke of{)bcdicncc,and the (im-
ple brought into doubt vvhat thei ought to folovv,
Happcoing therfore not longeagonce toredealytle
B booke

b
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AN HARBOROVVE FOR

booke ftrangely vvritten by a Straunger, to proue
that theruleot VVomenisoutof Rule, and notin
a comon vvelthtollerable: And vvaying ac the firft
vvhat harme might come of it,and felyng at the laft
that 1t hath not a lytle vvounded the confcience of
fome {ymple,andalmoft cracked the dutic of true
Obedience:1 thought itmorethen neceflary to lay
before menseyes the vatruch of the argument , the
vvekenes ot the proufes , and the abfurditie of the
vvhole,In the {iftyng vvherof,I mynd to vfe fuche
modeftie:thatit { hall appercto all indifferent men,

that | {cketodefend the caufe, and not to deface the

H mJ, Seing this crrour rofc not of malice but ofzcle:
and by loking morcto the prefent crucltie, that thé
vvas vledithento the incduentence that after might
follovv,V Vherin {urcly his doyngis fomvvhatto

be pardoned:confidery ng thegrict that like agood

member of that bodie vvhich then fuffered , he felte

to hisgreatforovvand trouble, For Ivkeas the cye

being ful ofteares,1s the more vnable to fe: So s the

mind full of forovy much the les hableto iudge.As

Eurip, in vve{ein Eur.i(s)idcs Polymneftor being for hismor-
Heen,  dringofPolidor® extremiel punif hed of Hecuba ad
other vvemé(vvho pricked out his cyesvvith pins)

crycth outnot only agayn.them that hurt hym,but

agaynit che vvhole fexe thatneuer came nere him,

Tdemin AndinHippolit® vvho for the faut of his Stepdame
Hipp,  Phedra,curffechthe vvhole kynd, Sothis Authour
‘ {cyng thetormentes of Marty res,the murdry nge of
: goodmen, Thimpriffonment of Innocentes, The ras
- cking of thegyltles » Lhebanifhyng of Chrift , The
| receiuyng

-
.-‘.—; * -
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receining of Antechrifte, the (poyling of {ubieétes, "

The mayntenaunce of ftraungers , The mouin% of
vvarres, T helofle of Englandes honour,the purcha-
ing of hatred,vvhere vve had louc,the procuring of
trouble vvhercvve had peax , The (pending ot trea-
(urevvhere itvvas nedeles ,and to befhortall out of
ioynt: He could not but miflike that regiment tfrom
vvhence fuch fruees did {pring,Only 1n this he vvas
not to be excufed(onles healledge ignoraunce) that
he fvvarued from the vrébeoig to the éiors chat isfri
the particuler queftion to the generall, as thoughall
the goucrnment of the vvhole Sexe vvere againtt
nature, Reafon, Right,and Lavve: becaufe that the
prelent ftate then through the faulte ot the perfone,
and not of the Sexe, vvas vanaturall , vareafonable,
voiuft,and vnlavvful.lf he had kepthim in that par-
ticular perfon:he could haue faid nothing to muche,
nor in (}:mhc vvyfe,ascould haue oftended any indif-

ferent man. And this againe vvould hauebeen confi-
dered : thatifthe queftion vvereto be handled, yet
vvas it not mete to brng it into doubrat chattime,
vvhen it could not,nor yetcan be,redrefled(vvereit
ncuer {o cutll,)vvithout maniteftand violent vvrog -
of théthatbein place.For it 1t vver vnlayvful(as he
vvill haue it)that that Sexe fhould gouernelyetis it
not vnlavvtull that they (hould enherit,as hereafrer
vve (hal proue. Andinthis pointcheir enheritaiice
is {o lynked vvith the empyre:thacyoucanotpluck L.
from them thone vvithout robbing thé of thother. o
T his doubt mightbetter haue been moued vvhé the h

Scepere vvas ot fhalbe inche handofthe male. And
B2 {0 1f
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fo tfit vvere founde euill (as T am perfvvaded it {hal
ne wer be)irmight vvithout the vy ronging ot any be
retormed. Bur novveteing {tably Ched byiavvo CO-
firmed by cuftome, and ratetied by common colent
ofall thg orders in the Realme : Tr can be no cquitje
Lo takc itfrom them  nor any colour of honeftic or
vodlines to moucanv plea agamﬂ them, If nature
hach geuenic chem by bireh: hovve dare vve puile it
from themby violence: it God haue called théto it
ctther tofaucor to (pille: vvhy (houldyve repine ac
that vvhichis Godsvvyland order:arvve vyferthé
heinbeltovving it : orfoboldeto alter that he pur-
polethould come ofit: it he hable vvomene{ hal vve

Vve mayv Vihablethem:ithe ment noe they {hould miniftre:
notvvithe Necould haue prouided other, Therfore the (afe(t
ftade god Vvayets,tolechim dohisvvill,vvhiche can do belt,
vvhichecan fee plainly that vvil follovve it vvhere
Prouc, 6, vveblyndly gefleand do but gropeatit, Per me Reges
regunt {archvvifdomein the pcrfgn of God, by him
rergne they andnot by vs,It1s his appoyntx;ncnt and
notours,tor choughvvefo mtymc hauethe ele@ion
to chufe orretufechis pcrionorthat(asitisin fome
cOMO chlthcs)th becaufe vve be notour ovvnbut
his: nor have our hartes.in our hids to ordein vvhat

vve llﬁC,bllF muft as vvaxe ycldeto his vvurkingc:
Thertoreitismore agreable to dutie, and a greate
deale lefle icopardic,to honour his choife,rather thé
topreferee our ovvn. Placecth he a vvoman vveake in
’| nature,feable inbodie,{ofte in courage, vofkilfull in
prattile;not terribleto the cnemy , no Shildeto the

&)’ ade,vvel , Virtus mea({aich he)la infirmitate phicitur,.
My

v ..w’*.‘u‘.‘"& ~saa- -
L 4 -~ Ty -
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My ftrenzche is mofte perfight vvhen yoube mofte
vveake, it hetoynetohis trengthe: fhe can notbe
vveake. Ifthe pn‘c to his hande {he can notbe teable,
if he be vvith her vvho canftande againft her? Thou x_
fhalcnottake vvich theany greatpovver(faith hero
Gedeomleft you thinketo ouercome your encmices Tud
by yourovvn ftrength,and provves,and not by my
vvurkineand mighe. Irisasecaly tor himto {auce by
fevve asby many,by vveakeasby ftrong, by avvo-
manas by aman, Yeahis mofte vvoderfull vvorkes Tud, s.
arcalvvayes vvrought in ourc mofte vveakences , as

infinite examples and teftimonics do {hevve. Yet

mcanc¢ I not tobarre pollicte: vvhé vvithoutbrearch

of Gods ordinaunce 1t may haue place, tor pollycie poiicie
1s Gods gitce ey ther geuen man immediatly ot God, oods eifte
ot rotté by ftudy,experience,and practife,or vvone

20 Cor. 120

’ 170

by quicknefle of vvit .But vvhen God chufeth him

(clfe by fending to aking, vvhofe fucceflionis ruled

by enheritaunceand lyneall difcent,no heires male:

Tcisa plainargument, thatfor fome {ecret purpofe

he myndech the female fhould reigne and gouerne, God vvor
if vve confider the vvorkesot God : vvefhalltynde kethin
throughout the vvhole {cripture: thatvvhere vvas vveakues.
leaft helpe of man or any vvorldly mcanes: ;hcrc
vvrought he greateft vvondcersand brought thinges

to amofte happy ende.Inthe making and traming of Gen. 1,
the heauen thecarth and all chacin them s contey-
ned,vvho putto hishande to helpe 2 vvhat felovve

liad heto fo excellentavvorkerdid he1enot himfelt
vvithoutany tovvardnes of matter,any helpe otany

meancs, citner of aungels orman? And that mofte
B 3 bevvrifull
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bevveitulland excellent image of him felfe man did
henot thape him felte ofa mofte vamete mateer , 4
peccotearth,a thing ofnaughe , hovvefo euer Ga-
Galende lene tolilhly deridech e, fay ing that nature chof the
viupartu mecelt maceer for euery vvoorke : Preferuid he not
mankinde,and the ftatc ofal other lyuing creatures,
by onc {hippe:vvherinifami vvil fearch by reafon
and notby Gods omnipotencie , hovve one veflell
coulde holde fo many couples of beaftes , foules,
vvormes.&c, Andititcould:hovyv (o many f{trange,
diucrs,and contrary natures fhould agrec together
pynned vpinone corner: it {hall appere not only
vvonderfull butalfo inpoflible . VvV hat helpe vvas
naforteofpore men ,com pafled abosite vvith ene-
Exod. 14, mics,mountaynes,andfeas:to makeche vvater con-
trary to naturc to lcauc his courfe, and as it vvere

vvitha certainchoife and iudgement to giue paflage

and {afetieto the ftrefled,and cofufionand deftru&io

Num. 2c, tothe proude princc and his company ? he forfed che
Exod, 174 harde rocketo ycldc vvater,as amofite plftiﬁll vvcl ’
Pfalm.77. acthe tyckeofa vvande. He faued his pcople by the
35104 handc ofavvomanpoore Deborah . Headuaunced
ud. . them and ouctthreyve rheenemies by a poore hep-
herdeand his {ling, Hecut ofthe head ot the proudc

captayne Olophernes by the handeof ayveake vvo-
Judxh, ;3. man, Ievvas, inreafon a poore helpe to Sampfons
Jud, i, {trengthe,andber of heares grovving vpon his hed,

) oran Afles iavve bone in his hande | to deftroye {o

fud. 5, Mmany cnemies and bring the people to libertic. The

- Jud, 20, brc;king of.3co,carthen pottes,vvas a {clender pol-

ly cic to make fo many Myriades to flee and one to

killean

Ccn. 7 8.

Sam, 17,
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kille another. And to cometo the greateft of al:icfe-

med to theeye ofthe vvorlde, and the vvi{dome of

the fle(he,very valyke:thatapoorcabiedt codemp-

ned fora sraytour hanged among thetes vpo a crofle Math.14.
moftc vylic,gronyngand morning at the panges of T
deach:(hould robbe Sathanof his kyngdom,reftore
man to the favour of God, vvynne thevictory of
death,and makea conqueft otheland {y nne. Thisco-
fiaered in it {clfe and nottaught by the {pirite in-
vvardly ¢made the Ievves to countett madnes and
the Greckes merctolifhnes. V' Vhat fhoulde I{aye
ofthe meancs,vvhereby as by conduites this vvater
of lryfe,this.do&rine-ot Gods fonnc, vvas-carieda-
boutthe vvholevvorlde, agatnftall reafonand pol-
lycie,by idiotes to confounde the learned, by fym-
pliciteall thevvifdome of the vvorlde, by tyfl hers,
the ftyne Philofophers, the proude Pharifes, the
myghty princes andmonarkes oftheearth. Andto
come toour dayes vvhen thelyght of this Gofpell
vvas putout,and Antechriftruledand reueled inthe Luther..
temple of God(vvhich is mens hartes and cofciéce)

armed and gardcd vvich: the povvcar of Empcroursi, Sledanuss.
Kynges,Prynces,and Lavves:beyond all mens ex-
pedations,contrary to hope,apoorcfricr,one man,

at that tune not the beft lcarned, through the migh-

ty hande of God according to his vafearcheable de-

cree vvas able notvvith {vvoorde andarmour , not
vvithbandes of menand povver,notvvith fauour of

princes and prelates,not vvithany helpe of man , OF

fauour ofthe vvorlde:to fetvp-thecrofle of Chrift,

to pull dovvnethechaire of Antechrifte, to rcﬁogz
Gl e e G ods
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Gods vvorde, tobanyfhe thedeucls Sophiftrie, to
make otdarckneslyghit,of lyes truthe,o! playne to-
‘ ~lyfhnes, trevvevvildome ,and as it vvere an other
Ft‘dc-hlﬂ- Helenato tinde outthe crofle of Chrift hiddé in the
106270 dungeon of deuelifhe doé¢trine couered vyith the
rotten bones ot Romy { e Martirs, {y ntull Say nees,
and coteriaited Confetlores. And as vvebeganvvich
the matter of vvomen fo to returne thicher againe
Quene vvithcheexample otavvoman. VVas not Quenc
Anne the Anne the mother of this blefled vvoman | the chief,
mftramée it and only caufeotbany Ching che beaft ot Rome,
of rewiy VVvithall his beggerly bageage  vvas there cuer in
the gofpel Lnglande a greacer feate vvrought by any ma: then
Kino Heé this vvasbv avvoman: I take not trom kyng Henry
ry. tl}c duepraife ot broching it,nor from thar Jambe of
Kyno Eo. Godking Edvvard,the inifhing and perfighting of
5 tha; vvas begon, though I eiuchir, hir duc comen-
dacion.] knovv thac thatbleflid martir of God Tho
The By(, Mas Cranmer By(hop ot Citerbury ,did much tra-
fhop of Al lein1e,and furthered 1e:but 1t God had not gyucn
- Canterbu Quene Annefauour in the fight of the ky nge, as he
xy, gauc to Hefter inthe fight of Nabucadnezar: Hama

and hiscompany | The Cardinall , V Vynchefter,
Morc,Rocheft.and other vvold fone haue trifed vp

Mardocheusv vithalthe reft thatleaned to that fide.
V Vherfore though many deferued muche praifefor
the helping forvvarde otit:vetrhe croppe and roote
God yvor YVasthcQuence , vvhiche Godhad endevved vvich
kethofe  VVHdomethat (hecoulde, and gyuen hirthe minde
by contra thatLhe vvoulddo it. Seing thenchatmal ages God
xics. Rath vvroughiehis mofte vvonderfull vyorkes , by

Mofte

vvard,
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moite bafe meanes: and {hevved his ftrengthe by
vveakenes his vvifdome by foly{hnes ,and his ex-
ceding greatnes by mansexceding feblenes : V'Vhac

doubt vve of his povver, vvhen vvelacke pollycie,

or miftruft his helpe vvhiche hath vvrought fuche

vvounders: VVho is placed aboue him (ateth Job: Iob. 36,
coteach him vvhac he fhulddo? Or vvho canfay o

him, thou haft not don iuftly 2 He{endetha vvoma

by birth,vve may not refufe hir by violence.He fta-
bliThcth hir by lavve, vvemay not remoue hir by
vvronge. He maketh hirahead,vve may notmake

hir a hande or foote. Nunquid contendere cum deo eft

cruditio ( {aicth Job ) 1s it vvy{domcto comprrolle Iob. 39.

Gods doynges,or to breake thac he hathmade,orto

pulle dovvne thathehath fecvp 2 It vvevveyceour

ovvne vvifdome vvhat folifhnes icis , and confidre

our ovvne pollycic hovve feable1t is,vvefhall fone

lcauc this quarclland yelde our {elues to his vvill,

Thechildren of Ifracls pollycicvvasto hauce a king, 15am. 8,

a iolie fellovvetorule them vvith pompceas other
nacions had,andnota poorc Prophet for thatvvas
o bafe. ] doubte inot, they had thefe confideracions
that our polytikes haue . He muftbea man of cou-
ragethat the forren enemy may feare him,to mayn-
teine that vve hauc,and recouer that vve lofte, to be
vvith his fouldiars abroade, and ficte vvith his cou-
(ell athome: But vvhat folovved this their godlic
pollycic? Marry , nonreiecerunt te fed me dicit dominus,
They vyould nothaue the Prophetapoynted chem
by God,as thefe men vvill not hauca vvoman or-

deynedby nature. Therfore they had akyngactherr

C ovvace
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OV e aﬂcing to their owne vindoinge. Ifan Ape

Man gods {hould take'vpon him to comprrolle a man, he wold
ape. not {uffer 1e, thoughe it can (}omwhac countrefayte.
mens doing : Nomotce wyll God be taughte or cor-
rected by man, though he haucafhadowe of his fi-
mtlicude . Butleft chisauthor fhould chinke that T
makc to-longe a Hory(he before 1 come to hande
{trokes with him,as ancuil fenced ma,chat can make
aberrer bragee Ws cimng , thenwhennede 1s,vie
el mynde betore I fayeany more of this matter,to
buckle with him i his argumentes,and to tric what
blowes he ryucth, VVherinit] tollowe not the or-
der that hekepithleafeby leafe, and reafon by rcafo,
which I anoyde , becaufe hetolloweth no methode:
Yt I truftefoto hytthe pithe ofic, thatall fuche as
be indifterent (hall thynke him fully aunfwered,and
he him.(elte wich the boulting out ofthe truthe not
oftendtd. For I haue that opinton of the mans hones
{ticand qulyncs:that he will not difdaync to heare
better reafons, norbe'loth to be-taught inany thing,

Man may e miflech : Knowyng thatno mans tudgement is {o

fone erre. {ounde,no mans wytte {o ripe,nor no mans learning
(o perfight:buthe may fumey memifle the quiffy on
and fall into crrour, Forasitis Gods peculyar pro-
pertcncuerto erre: {oitisa botche in mans nature
{cldometo hyt the treuth, as wefee inall the fectes
Both phir ot Philofophers, Stoickes, Academikes | Paripate-
lofophers cians,Epicures,and all other,which lackyng neither
and diuis wytee, learning, nor diligence | yet came as nere the
AG Se troutheas darkenes to light ,and errourto truthe.

- Y e
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Yea not onely they : but many auncient Fathers,
tvea 1 myghtfaye all) netbeing veeerly withoute
Gods fpirite: Yerwere not alwayces without their
errours as Auguftine who humbly confeflech it,
Hierom, Ambrofe,and Origene, withthereft who
cannotdenye 1t Hominis eft (fayeth Cicero) errare Cic.inoff.
labi falli & decipi. No man can warraunt hym {elfc,

bue that he {hall fome tyme {wegpe , and thinke he
(cethwhenin deede heis blyndc&is man therfore
[ doubtenot wyll paciently heare, what may truly
be fayd againfthym, Specially feinge that chis at-
temptc 1s not fo muche to reprouchym,as to prouc
the matter , and to f{atiffic tender myndes , whiche

by probable reafons arc (oone wounded , and onlcs
they hearce the countrary not{o (oonchealed. I {lial

in this treatife paffe oucr al bie matters as ot VVyat,

the Duke of Suffolke ,the ryranny of fucheas then
goucrned, thedecaye of the Realme , and ail {uche

other appcndixcs whiche were rather Ornamentes o

decke then reafons to prouethe caufc:and will only N
turne the argumentes out of their cloutes and confi- A (imilie
der them as they bein them f{elues and not as they tude.

be {et out with colours. For likeas aman that would

byc an houfc ,wyll. 110t f0.0 mUChC wWCYC tllc gayc

Payntinge,as the fuer buyldynge: So who wyll

iudge of any matter trucly : muft laye it before his

eyes nakedly. . ' |

1 - The argamentesas I'remember , bee thele,not The argy
many in nomber buc handfomlyc amplified, kFyrit mentes.

shat what {0 cuer ris.‘agaynﬁc nature the {amc 1n a
R C 1 common
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commonyvcalth isnot tollerable , but the gouern-
meot ota vvoma ts againft nature. Ergo it 1s nottol-
lerable.

2 Thefecond, vvhatfo cueris forbidden by {cr1p-
turc 1snot lavvfull, Butavvoman to rule is forbid-
den by {eriprure .Ergo it isnotlavvfull.

3 Thethird, ifa vvomanmay not pekein the con-
gregation:muchelefle {he may rule, But fhe may
not {pcakein the cogregacid ergo fhe may not rule.

4  Thetouuth, vvhat the ciuij lavveforbiddeth,that
1s not lavvfull : but the rule of avvoman the Ciujll
lavv forbtddeth, ergo it is not lavvtull,

§ Thefifr,{eing cherfolovveth more inconueniéce
oftherule of vvomé then of mens gonernmér: thei-

forc 1tis nottobe borne ina common yvelth.,
6 Thelaft,the Doctors and Canoniftes forbidde it,
ergo it can not begood. Thefe (as I reméber) be the
Proppes that held vp this matter, or ratherthe pik-
axes to vader mynde the ftate. Thisis the cannon
{ hot to batter the vvalles of themperial feate,and to
The blaft beate the crovvnc of theerucheires head. Tt is 2fore
vvas blos enterprifeto alterfo aunciéran order, and to chaii re
vvenout Javves offucheantiquite , {pecially at fuche tymcas
of cafon. the realme is full oftrouble,més myndesothervvife
difquicted, and the forren encmics gaping. for occa-

- {ton to inuadeand owerrenne vs: Zalencus counfell
lencws - yvas thatvvho {o cuervvould attemneio perfvvade

Bwve.  he people to breake olde lavves and make nevve:
{hould ftande vvith his necke inthe halter,chat if he

groucd it not neceflarie: he ovight be knit vp by and
y .Andif he couldproue them: he € houldbefetrae

libertie,

 made. This they apoyntedin theircommo vvelths

FAITHBVLL SYBIECTES.® |

{ibertie. And the Garamnants inlike manerapoynted T
it death to alter anye onc ofthofelavves,thatvvere

becaufe they cofidred that thebreach ofgood lavvs,

vvas the breakeneck of the countrey . And fhallvve

thinkeita light matter toaltera ftate,to plucke the
chicfmagiftratc out ot her throne,and geuc fcopg to

light heades,todefcant vpon their dutie according
to their phanfie 2 I vvolde haue vviffhed thac ichad el
bene vodone ,or novv it is done:that the doer vvold A
for the quyetinge of vveake myndes acknovvledge i
his error. But vvhether he dothc or no,1 doubt noc I
by thattime vvee hauc vofolded hys argumentes,
{cenc throughe his vvhole th.gpc ,and perufed hys
vvares,the good fubicéts { hal oth think them not o
(aleable,id be faciffied, and the mguths ofdbu.fy bo- o
dies ﬁ‘.oppcd.And as this is donvpo good cc)(c;cn.cg, {;
and not to curry favor:fo 1 pray God to geuc it fol-

(en in the harts of rrue{ubteés. V Vel jnovy to the

firft argument: You {ay 1Ny Our minot that the rule ] ‘;TO the
ofa vvoman is againt nature ;bgcnpfc thcvvonzan 1S n’ n;"g“’
by mature vveake,vnflalful id fubset to themi. scc T *
V Vell , befoore I anfvveare to thele, vve mufte {e

vvhatis ment by this vvorde namrc;hpvvc farre 1t vy hae is
ftretcheth,hovy it muit be-taken in this. propofitt- ;504

on,and then hovv the ruleofa vvoman maye agree

or notagreevvicthit.Nature isngthmgels- uca ge-

neral difpofition ingtafr of God inall crcatures,for

the prefcruatio ofthe vvhol,and ofeuer 1k}gd,0t as.

Seneca faith. Quid aliud eft natura g deuset divina ratio Sen.de bes

oty mundo vniverfifg; dm.partkbusm&rca.Natm'c ishn o- net.
| ’ thing
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thinge els but God him felfe,or a diuine order {pred
throughout the whole world,and ingrafte in cucrye
partotic,asin all fire to be hot,all water moifte | all-
heauy things to moue downward,al light things vp

ward. The fonneand the moone torun their coyrfe :
tmotu crculari.&e.whiche are (o fet orders in the {ub-
{tance of euery creature:as it muft nedes follow that
natural difpofition,onles it plefcth the creator (who
1s the Lord ofall)to alter thofe properties which he
hath geuen them by nature,as when he made of the
mouing water aftanding wall and the fire o to lofe
his operacion:that it confumed not the bodies ofthe
three yonge menne that were cafte into it,and fuche
like , all whiche deedes bee wonders and miracles,
and notthe vvorke,but the impedimente of nature.
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