
 

 

FORDHAM UNIVERSITY 

ARTS AND SCIENCES COUNCIL 
 

Meeting #83 Wednesday 29 November 2017 

Videoconferenced 

  MAR 525 at Lincoln Center and Dealy 115 at Rose Hill 

 
Attending:   My apologies: unfortunately, the sign-in sheets from this meeting have been lost. At the March 7th 

meeting there will be another sign-in sheet to indicate your presence at this meeting and these minutes will be 

recirculated. 

 
              

 

The meeting was convened by Eva Badowska, Interim Dean of Arts & Sciences Faculty, at 3:35 P.M. 
 

 

Announcements 
 

Dean Badowska reminded the Council members that the first Town Hall meeting for Reimagining Arts and Sciences 

will be held on Monday, December 4th at 4:30 in the Bateman Room of the Law School, Lincoln Center campus.  A 

reception will follow. 
 

She also mentioned that there would be Reimagining Arts and Sciences meetings with both Chairs and Program 

Directors on the Rose Hill campus within the next two weeks.  The Program Directors will be meeting tomorrow, 

November 30th, from 3:00-5:00pm in Keating 307B, and the Chairs will be meeting on Wednesday, December 13th, 

from 12:00-3:00pm in Cunniffe House 119.  Prof. Hornbeck is setting up a blog for Dean Badowska to facilitate 

information sharing. 

 

I.     Approval of the Minutes 
 

The minutes of meeting #82 on 18 October 2017 were approved (21,8,0). 
 

II.   Nominations for Council Committees 
 

The nominees presented by Prof. Hume were approved (27,0,1). 
 

III.  Reports of the Standing Committees 
 

A. Core Curriculum:  Prof. Hume, Chair, reported on the expedited courses approved by the Committee, and 

said the non-expedited courses would be presented at the next meeting.  In reply to a question about the Art 

History course for next fall, Prof. Hume said that as soon as it had sub-committee approval it would be added 

to courses in spring registration.  A revised report is attached to these minutes. 
 

B. Majors and Curriculum Committee:  No report.  A member raised the point that curricular changes had to go 

through a difficult and lengthy process to get approved, and requested that this process be reviewed to 

determine if it could be streamlined. 
 

C. STEM Education Committee:  No report. 
 

D. Faculty Evaluation Committee:  Prof. Cham reported the Committee has a grad student researching the 

validity of the report brought by the English department concerning the biases in the SEEQs,.  In addition, 

the FEC suggested that faculty evaluations along with student evaluations could be very helpful, and 

proposed a mentorship program be set up for tenure-track faculty.  Dean Badowska indicated that, while 

uniformity in peer evaluations of teaching across departments would be unlikely due to disciplinary 

differences, guidance for peer evaluations would be most welcome as would sharing departmental 

procedures, and asked the FEC to provide the Council with a report on best practices.   
 

E. Faculty Policy and Resources Committee:  No written report, but Acting Associate Dean Fernald reported 

that the Committee would be strategically thinking about the A&S Deans Internal Funding and Travel 

Funding and they would prepare a proposal for a Spring A&S Council meeting. 

 

IV.  Reimagining Arts and Sciences Process 
 

Dean Badowska reiterated that the process does not have a preordained outcome, but that it is understandable that 

faculty would be concerned both about a hidden agenda and wasted effort.  The process may lead to a set of 

diffuse procedural/policy changes as well as concrete structural changes, but most importantly it entails having 

dialogue about and thorough analysis of what we are doing and how we are doing it.   



 

 

One of the key discoveries of the process so far is that there is little identification with “A&S” as an umbrella unit. 

Faculty identify with their programs and departments and often with the campus.  
 

Dean Badowska reported that 21 departments and programs had submitted reports before the Thanksgiving break.   

Profs. Hornbeck and Avishai are in the process of interviewing dozens of stakeholders on campus, as well as 

arranging visits to five comparison institutions. By early spring semester, the process will yield a scoping report, 

which will aggregate findings and analyses, but which will make no recommendations.  The next step will be to 

create a working group to analyze this scoping report along with department and program reports, and make 

recommendations by the end of the year.  

 
 

  V.   Informational Reports: 
a.  

A. Faculty Senate:  Prof. McGee thanked the faculty for their discussion and level of thought at the faculty 

forum on merit compensation, and indicated the merit referendum online ballots will probably go out Dec 8th 

with the voting open until 8pm on December 11th.  She also reported the Senate was working on several 

initiatives, among them the Medical Hardship Fund, a review and report regarding on-line education, and 

following up on the implementation of the new healthcare plan.   

 

B. Fordham College at Rose Hill:  Dean Mast thanked the departments and programs for their recruitment 

events; she updated the Council on the FCRH Council constitution revisions; and reported that Assoc. Dean 

Annunziato has been running undergraduate research symposia, open to all faculty and students. 
 

C. Fordham College at Lincoln Center:  Dean Grimes reported the success of their Natural Science Research 

Symposium; the interesting discussions the College Council has had on the Mission Examen; that the 6th 

floor was coming along and the first of the new facilities were now open, with the major renovations 

becoming available in January; and that the Mock Trial Team came out #3 in the College Invitational, ahead 

of Yale and Harvard, and were ranked #15 nationally. 
 

D. GSAS:  Assoc. Dean Labonte reported they were preparing for the launch of 3 new Masters programs in fall – 

global history, health administration and humanitarian studies; GSAS invested heavily in early admissions 

recruiting; working on making GSAS more visible to Fordham juniors to encourage applications for a 5-year 

Master’s program. 
 

E. School of Professional and Continuing Studies:  Dean Davidson reported the M.S. in Real Estate would 

launch in January; on various curriculum events, one of which was that 2 PCS students received an award at 

an event at Random House   
 

F. Student Representatives:  No report. 
 

 VI.    New Business: 
 

There was no new business. 
 

 

There being no other business, the meeting was adjourned at 4:55 P.M. 

 

 

 

FUTURE MEETINGS IN 2017-2018 

 

 

March 7th  

April 25th 

 


