
About This Class 
To be our best selves and to truly be men and women with 
and for others, it is important to have some ideas about who 
and what we are and where we fit into the world. This course 
aims to raise questions like: What is the right thing to do? 
Who are our neighbors? Do we have duties and obligations? 

We will explore a number of approaches to these questions 
that span millennia and cover the most predominant ethical 
theories—utilitarianism, deontology, and virtue ethics, as well 
as ethics of care and natural law. Students should leave this 
course with an appreciation of different approaches to values 
and decision-making, the complexity of big issues, and the 
role of thoughtful, systematic approaches to addressing 
those issues. No life and no career is unaffected by ethical 
concerns, after all. In order to join this conversation, we must 
be able to communicate through listening, speaking, and 
writing. Consequently, we will pay close attention to 
articulating and evaluating ideas and arguments for those 
ideas both in speaking and in writing.   
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Course 
Objectives

On Liberty & Utilitarianism 
John Stuart Mill  
[ISBN: 978-0-553-21414-7] 

The Nicomachean Ethics 

Aristotle  
[ISBN: 978-0-19-921361-0] 

Groundwork of the Metaphysics 
of Morals 
Immanuel Kant  
[ISBN: 978-0-521-62695-8] 

Justice: What’s the Right Thing 
to Do? 

Michael Sandel 
[ISBN: 978-0-374-53250-5] 

Other readings will be posted on 
Blackboard. Please bring a HARD 

COPY of the text(s) for the day to class!

Explain what 
philosophy is and 

why human beings 
should do it.

1
Read texts critically and 

fairly by analyzing 
philosophical 
arguments.

2
Develop and defend your 

own positions on 
philosophical topics, both in 
written and spoken words.
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Enjoy being a 
philosopher!
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Papers and Assignments
Argument Rehearsals 

You will be required to submit two argument rehearsals, each of approximately three pages. You will have 
the option of choosing among (1) Mill’s utilitarianism, (2) Aristotle’s virtue ethics, and (3) Kant’s deontology.  

Student-Led Discussion 

On several occasions, about an hour of class time will be dedicated specifically to a full-class, student-led 
discussion of the material covered that week. In the first few sessions, I will demonstrate different 
approaches to leading discussions—a close reading of the text, a discussion of the text as a whole (rather 
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ATTENDANCE POLICY 
Roll will be taken at each class. If you are not present when I come to your name, you will be marked as 
absent. If you come in late it is your responsibility to speak to me in person at the end of that class to 
be sure that your attendance has been recorded. If you fail to correct the record at the end of the class 
to which you are late, that class will count as an absence. Additionally, if you are late to class, your 
participation grade on that day will be no higher than a C. Unexcused absences adversely affect your 
grade. It is expected that you will be present for every class. Your first two absences may be overlooked 
at my discretion. After two unexcused absences, your grade will be reduced by one-third of a letter 
grade for each unexcused absence. Please note that unexcused absences both count towards the total 
number of allowed absences. Any absence will adversely affect your participation grade.

As per University policy, you are allowed six absences over the course of the semester. You will fail the 
class upon your seventh absence. Serious personal illness or death in the immediate family, religious 
holidays, or University-sanctioned activities constitute an excused absence. If you must miss class for a 
religious holiday or a University activity, you must notify me in writing at least a week in advance of the 
class. An absence due to illness or a death will be excused upon receipt of an appropriate letter, as 
outlined in the University policy. 

Attendance and Participation 
Philosophy is a contact sport! You cannot do philosophy without human contact. Of course, it requires 
reading and writing, but it also requires listening and speaking. The best philosophy and the most 
enjoyable philosophy happens in conversations. When you come to class prepared, having read the 
assignments well, formulated opinions and questions for discussion, the practice of philosophy becomes 
possible for you and for the class as a whole. Consequently, attendance and participation in class is taken 
very seriously.

In order to facilitate your participation in class, distractions such as cell phones, laptops, tablets, 
and similar devices must be stowed and silenced. There may be occasions when you will be 
permitted to use them, but those occasions require direct instructions or permission prior to 
use. Use of such devices without instructions or permission will negatively affect your grade. 



than individual passages), and a discussion focused on issues that the text raises rather than the text itself. 
After that, a group of several students will be responsible for leading the discussion on the designated 
class period. The goal here is to prepare you for the many times after college when you may be called 
upon (formally or informally) to lead a discussion—as opposed to providing a scripted presentation. The 
procedure for preparing for these discussions will be as follows:

1.     In the last five minutes of the session before, each student in the class will submit a question or 
idea that they would like to discuss. These should be based on the week’s readings and what we’ve 
talked about in class.

2.     The discussion leaders will consider these questions, decide on the best approach to discussing 
them, and draw up a tentative plan of how to structure the discussion—including, as necessary, the 
summary reading assigned on that Friday and any connections to previous readings.

3.     The discussion leaders will meet with me and/or email their presentation and handout to me no 
later than 9:00 on the morning that they will be leading discussion to go over their ideas.

4.     The discussion leaders will lead the discussion while I take a backseat and join the rest of the class.

5.     The class will spend a few minutes at the end of the discussion analyzing the discussion. They will 
provide feedback on both the form and content of the discussion.

6.     The discussion leaders must each turn in a paper of approximately 300-500 words analyzing their 
experience leading the discussion no later than the following Friday. The papers should not be the 
same as other group members’. 

Midterm Exam

There will be a midterm exam. It will consist of multiple choice, short answer, and essay questions.  

Term Paper

You will have a six- to eight-page term paper due at the end of the session. I will distribute a list of possible 
topics around the time of midterms. You will notify me of the area you chose, and I will match you with 
partners who have picked topics in the same general area. You are required to meet with other members 
of your writing circle at least twice as you plan, write, and edit your paper. 

Final Exam

There will be a final exam. This exam will be cumulative and much like the midterm. Sample questions to 
help you review will be distributed part-way through the course.  

All writing assignments other than in-class assignments must be double-spaced and in 
Times New Roman 12-point font with one-inch margins. You must submit your work 
electronically to Blackboard’s SafeAssign, which will check your paper for plagiarism. You 
must submit your files before class on the day it is due. Everything received after that time 
will be marked late.
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Late assignments will be marked down by 1/3 a letter grade for every day (not class 
period and including weekend days) that the assignment is late. Please turn in late 
assignments to SafeAssign and send me an email telling me that you have done so. If 
you believe that you will have a difficulty in completing an assignment on time for a 
legitimate reason, please contact me at least 24 hours ahead of the due date so that 

we can discuss a possible extension. 

Plagiarism 
Plagiarism is a serious offense and will not be tolerated. As defined by the Arts and Science 
Policy on Academic Integrity, plagiarism includes: 

1. Failing to acknowledge the ideas of another person, whether or not such ideas are paraphrased, 
from whatever source including oral, print, broadcast, or computer-mediated communication. 

2. Attempting to rewrite borrowed material by simply dropping a word here and there, substituting a 
few words for others, or moving around words or sentences. 

3. Failing to place quotation marks around borrowed material in the approved style. It is no defense 
to claim that one has “forgotten” to do so. 

4. Presenting, as one’s own assignment, paper, or computer program partially or wholly prepared by 
another person, whether by another student, friend, or by a business or online service that sells or 
distributes such papers and programs. 

If students are caught plagiarizing, they will fail that assignment. A subsequent offense will result in a 
failure for the class. For the complete policy on plagiarism, please see https://www.fordham.edu/
download/downloads/id/3973/undergraduate_policy_on_academic_integrity.pdf  

If you are even the slightest bit concerned about how to avoid plagiary, please ask! It is far better to be 
cautious than to inadvertently plagiarize. 

Doing philosophy means coming up with your own ideas, almost always based on the ideas of others. In 
order to do philosophy, you must be able to think for yourself as well as recognize the sources for your 
thoughts. You also must figure out how to express your ideas in conversation with the ideas of others, 
including the ideas of the great thinkers that we will read. If you merely copy the ideas of others, without 
forming your own, you will not be doing philosophy. Plagiarizing will lead you to miss out on the great joy 
of philosophizing. 

Disability Services 
Under the Americans with Disabilities Act and Section 504 of the Vocational Rehabilitation Act of 1973, all 
students, with or without disabilities, are entitled to equal access to the programs and activities of 
Fordham University. If you believe that you have a disabling condition that may interfere with your ability 
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to participate in the activities, coursework, or assessment of the object of this course, you may be entitled 
to accommodations. Please schedule an appointment to speak with someone at the Office of Disability 
Services (O’Hare Hall, Lower Level, x. 0655 at Rose Hill or Room 207, x. 6282 at Lincoln Center). 

In addition to speaking with someone in the Office of Disability Services, please come and see me to 
discuss your situation. It is important to me that everyone in this course succeeds, and I want to work with 
you to come up with strategies to adapt assignments to meet both your needs and the requirements of 
the course. 

Class Norms 
Philosophy is many things, but most importantly (I think) deeply entrenched in the human experience and 
at the service of a life well lived. As such, the philosophers that we study will sometimes lead us into 
discussions about sensitive and controversial topics. We should expect nothing less than respect out of 
one another, and this goes not only for my expectations of you but also for what you should expect from 
me. At the beginning of the semester, we will have a conversation about what we think we should expect 
from each other and set class norms, which we will make every effort to follow throughout the year. 

This classroom should be a welcoming space for everyone. If you find something bothersome, please 
address the class or let me know privately, and we will take steps to make the environment more inclusive. 

Mandatory Reporting 
Please note that for the safety of all students, all faculty and staff members are mandatory reporters. This 
means that they are REQUIRED to report incidents when they observe, obtain knowledge of, or reasonably 
suspect that a student is or has been the victim of any form of harassment, sexual assault or rape, dating or 
domestic violence, stalking, forcible touching, sexual exploitation, or other sexual misconduct.  

Grading 
Breakdown 
 Your grade for the class will be 
determined by the following distribution: 

Participation/In-Class Assignments: 10% 
Argument Rehearsals: 20% 
Student-Led Discussion: 10% 
Midterm Exam: 15% 
Cooperative work on final paper: 5% 
Final Paper: 20% 
Final Exam: 20%
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Grading 
Grading for all work submitted (i.e., discussion questions, short papers, exams, final paper, peer work, etc.)  
will be determined in large part by: 

• Effort—Are you clearly putting time into your work? Are you consistent and conscientious about reading 
and submitting assignments? If you are absent, are you telling me in advance and working to make up 
for what you missed? 

• Attention to detail—Are you proofreading everything that you submit? Are you attentive to more than 
just generalities? 

• Accuracy—Are you understanding the material? Are you able to convey important arguments and ideas 
correctly? While there is room for interpretation in some places, it is essential to understand what 
authors actually say first. 

 
Please note that extra credit is not offered. Instead of spending the time on extra work, use 
that time to do the assignments well.  

 
 Class Schedule and Assignments 

Letter Percentage Description

A 94-100 Excellent, honors-level work

A- 90-93 Still excellent

B+ 87-89 Very Good

B 83-86 Good, solid and above average

B- 80-82 Good and still above average

C+ 77-79 Average

C 73-76 Satisfactory

C- 70-72 Minimally acceptable

D 60-69 Passing but unsatisfactory

F 0-59 Failure

Date Notes and Assignments Due Reading Assignment Due

Thursday, 7/5 Introduction and in-class activity Sandel, Justice, Ch. 1 and Ch. 10 (bottom of p. 261 
through top of 269 only)

Tuesday, 7/10 Unit 1 - Utilitarianism Mill, Utilitarianism, chs. 1, 2, & 5
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Wednesday, 7/11 Contemporary Views of 
Utilitarianism

Philippa Foot, “Utilitarianism and the Virtues” (Bb)  
Peter Singer, “Famine, Affluence, and Morality” (Bb)

Thursday, 7/12 Unit 2 - Kantian Deontology 
Mill argument rehearsal due

Kant, Preface 
Onora O’Neill, “A Simplified Account of Kant’s 
Ethics” (Bb)

Tuesday, 7/17 Kant, Groundwork, section 1

Wednesday, 7/18 Kant, Groundwork, section 2

Thursday, 7/19 Midterm exam during final hour 
of class

Review Kant sections 1-2 
Sandel, Justice, ch. 5

Tuesday, 7/24 Unit 3 - Aristotle’s Ethics 
Kant argument rehearsal due

Aristotle, Nicomachean Ethics, Bks I & II 
Mortimer Adler, “Living and Living Well” (Bb)

Wednesday, 7/25 Aristotle, Nicomachean Ethics, Bks II-III 

Thursday, 7/26 Aristotle, Nicomachean Ethics, Bk V 
Sandel, Justice, ch. 8

Tuesday, 7/31 Aristotle, Nicomachean Ethics Bks VII & X 
Adler, “How to Pursue Happiness” (Bb)

Wednesday, 8/1 Unit 4 - Some Other Approaches 
Some final exam review 
Aristotle argument rehearsal due

Carol Gilligan, “Moral Orientation and Moral 
Development” (Bb) 
Yves Simon, “Some Theoretical Questions: The 
Concept of Nature” (Bb)

Thursday, 8/2 Final exam

Date Notes and Assignments Due Reading Assignment Due
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