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Fordham University, Department of Modern Languages and Literatures 

Intermediate French II (FREN 1502) Summer 2018 (1pm-4pm) 

 

Professor: Michaël Latour   Office: Lowenstein 4 

 

Email: latour@fordham.edu             Office Hours: Thursday 4-5pm, Wednesday 12-1pm  

       -and by appointment  

 

Required Texts:  

Imaginez, (3rd Ed.). Séverine Champeny (Vista, 2016)   

Online access to the Imaginez Supersite:  http://www.vhlcentral.com 

Compact Oxford-Hachette French Dictionary (Oxford University Press, 2013) 

 

The Textbook is available in the Fordham bookstore or directly from the publisher online at 

http://vistahigherlearning.com/schools/fordham 

 

Advised  

Bescherelle: Complete Guide to Conjugating 12000 French Verbs (English Edition) (1995)  

 

Course Description and Objectives 

This intensive intermediate-level course will allow you to deepen your understanding of French 

language and of French and francophone cultures by mastering a fuller range of structures, vocabulary, 

and cultural and literary knowledge. By the end of the semester, you will be able to both speak and 

write about a variety of cultural, societal, and literary subjects using increasingly sophisticated 

vocabulary and structures. This class will prepare you to successfully tackle more advanced courses 

and eventually specialized literature and civilization courses. Class will be conducted exclusively in 

French. 

 

Please keep in mind that learning a language is learning how to DO something and therefore takes 

diligent practice. Like learning an instrument or a sport, language mastery takes daily practice and 

can’t be done during a late-night cram session.    

Grading 

Class participation   10% 

Homework     10%  

Compositions (2 with revisions)  20% 

Exams (3)    25%  

Oral Exam    10% 

Final Exam    25% 

 

Course Requirements 

1. Attendance and Participation. This is an active language class and your presence and 

participation are of the utmost importance. Your participation grade does not depend on your 

simply being present in class. A good participation grade depends on having all of your 

assignments completed before class, participating (in French!) to the best of your ability, and 

making a real effort to improve. Since participation, or “time on task” is a fundamental part of the 

learning process, it is a part of your grade. When you are not in class, whatever the reason, you are 

missing essential time in French. This missed time has negative consequences on your progress 

and on your grade.  

 

http://www.vhlcentral.com/
http://vistahigherlearning.com/schools/fordham
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Your attendance is essential, especially so since this is an intensive course wherein we cover a 

great deal of material in a very short semester. There are no excused or unexcused absences - just 

absences - of which you will be allowed TWO during the semester.  

For every absence after two, a grade-increment will be deducted from your final grade.  

If you find that an illness or family emergency will cause you to miss many more classes than 

allowed, please speak with your Instructor and Class Dean about arranging a withdrawal from the 

course. 

 

2. Homework. There will be regular assignments online on the Imaginez Supersite. Certain 

assignments are graded by the system while others require your instructor’s feedback, which you 

will need to go back and read in order to benefit.  Your homework grade is not based on how 

many answers you get correct on the first try but on the effort that you put in. You can redo the 

exercises up to four times until you understand the correct answer. Mistakes are a part of learning 

and the online site is structured so that you learn from your mistakes.  

 

You will notice that homework is assigned for most class sessions. You should work on these 

exercises in a regular manner and not complete all of them the night before class. Ideally, you 

should be working on French EVERY DAY. Do two or three exercises each night in preparation 

for the next class. 

Homework is due no later than the date and time indicated on the site. Late homework will be 

accepted at the instructor’s discretion.  

 

3. Compositions. You will write three compositions over the course of the semester. The first will be 

done in class, the remaining two are due at the beginning of class on the date listed on the syllabus 

and must typed, double-spaced, and stapled with the word count noted at the top of the first 

page. Compositions that do no respect this format will not be accepted. No late essays will be 

accepted.   

 

The first essay will be done in class; the second is to be a minimum of 400 words and the third 450 

words. I will provide you with the essay topic at least one and a half weeks before the due date. 

 

The best way to improve your writing skills in any language is to take a process approach to 

writing, which is what we will do in this class. When you turn in the first draft of your paper, I 

will read it and mark all errors. I will not give you the correct form, however, but ask you instead 

to correct your essay in accordance with my marks and comments (see the “Code de correction” 

on Blackboard). The rewrite of each essay will be due about one week after I hand back the first 

drafts. Your final grade will be an average of the two grades. Not rewriting your essay will 

result in a ZERO for the final essay grade.   

 

The essays are a chance for you to find out exactly where your strengths and weaknesses lie in 

French. Your essays, therefore, must be strictly your own work. You may not ask a French-

speaking friend, family member, or acquaintance to proofread and correct your essay before 

turning it in – not only will you lose out on a chance to show yourself and me what you are 

capable of, but this at best a form of cheating and at worse, plagiarism. In addition, you may not 

use Internet translators for your essays, such as Google translate, etc. even for a short 

phrase. Using an internet translator is cheating. You are encouraged to use good, large 

dictionaries and your book, which is full of useful phrases, when writing your compositions. 

Cheating or plagiarism will not be tolerated. Students found in violation of Fordham’s policy 

on academic integrity will receive in a ZERO for the assignment. Any subsequent violations 

will be reported to the Dean.  
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4. Exams. You will have four exams over the course of the semester in addition to a cumulative 

Final exam (August 8th). You will take the exams in class on the days indicated on the syllabus. 

There will be sections on oral comprehension, reading comprehension, grammar, and a 

composition. Please arrive early on test days because each test will begin with the oral 

comprehension section. If you arrive late, you will miss the reading necessary for the completion 

of this section. No late readings will be administered. No make-up tests will be given.  

 
5. Oral Exam & Preparation. The oral exam will be administered on the final day of class, August 

8th. With a partner, you will discuss topics of everyday life in accordance with the themes and 

grammar points of the semester. Later in the semester, you will receive a detailed grading rubric 

and list of expectations for the exam. 

 

In order to prepare for the oral test, you – alone or with a fellow student – should plan to meet 

with me during my office hours at least twice over the course of the semester. It will be an 

informal occasion for us to chat in French (10-15 mins.) and work on pronunciation and 

expression.   

 

6. Tutors. Soon after the beginning of the semester, you will receive the official schedule for tutors, 

a free service offered by the Department of Modern Languages and Literatures. If you feel like 

you are falling behind, tutors can help you! Tutors can help you go over grammar items you did 

not quite understand the first time, review graded homework, work on assignments, or practice for 

the oral exam. Tutors won’t do your homework, and they certainly will not write your 

compositions, but they can help you understand your homework assignments.  

 

As a reminder, Fordham’s official grading policy is as follows: 

A   4.0: Excellent. Honors-level work   94 - 100 

A-  3.7: Still excellent     90 - 93.99 

B+  3.3: Very good. High level of performance  87 - 89.99 

B  3.0: Good, solid and above average performance  83 - 86.99 

B-  2.7: Good. Still above average    80 - 82.99 

C+  2.3: Average level of performance   77 - 79.99 

C  2.0: Satisfactory, acceptable performance  73 - 76.99 

C-  1.7: Minimally acceptable    70 - 72.99 

D  1.0: Passing, but unsatisfactory    60 - 69.99 

F  0.0: Failure. Inferior performance   00 - 59.99 

 

Students with disabilities: Please schedule an appointment with your instructor early in the semester to 

discuss any accommodations for this course pending approval by the administration. 

Fordham policy on sexual misconduct: 

"As a faculty member, I am a mandatory reporter and am required to contact and provide information 

to Public Safety, to the Dean of Students, and/or to the Title IX Coordinator if I learn you have been 

sexually harassed (verbally or physically), sexually assaulted /raped, stalked, had domestic violence or 

dating violence occur in a relationship, or been a victim / survivor of any behavior prohibited by the 

University's sexual misconduct policy: www.fordham.edu/sexualmisconduct.  Once reported, the 

University will promptly seek to properly support any student and make efforts to stop the 

discrimination, prevent it from recurring, and remedy its effects. There are two confidential places on 

campus where you can seek support and it will not be "reported": counselors in Psychological & 

Counseling Services and Campus Ministries.  The Student CARE brochure can provide you with on 

and off-campus resources for support and more information: www.fordham.edu/care.  " 

http://www.fordham.edu/sexualmisconduct
http://www.fordham.edu/care
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FREN 1502 : Plan du cours 
 

Date Lecture Activités A rendre 
Chapitre 6 : Des générations qui bougent 

 
jeudi  
5 juillet 
 

Vocabulaire (ch 6) : en 
famille, 198 
6.1 The subjunctive : 
impersonal expressions ; 
will, opinion and emotion, 
212 
 
Imaginez : L’Afrique du 
Nord et le Liban, 206 
 

Lisez : Le cœur à 
rire et à pleurer, 
230 

 

mardi  
10 juillet 

6.2 Relative pronouns, 216 
Lecture : Le cœur à rire et à 
pleurer, 230 
6.3 Irregular –RE verbs, 220 
 
Film : Welcome  
 

Supersite   

mercredi  
11 juillet 

Vocabulaire (ch 7) : le 
progrès et la recherche, 236 
7.1 Le comparative and 
superlative of adjectives and 
adverbs, 250 
 
 
 

Supersite  

Jeudi 
12 juillet 

Examen CH 6 (1) 
 
 

Regardez : Strict 
Eternum 

 

Chapitre 7 : Les sciences et la technologie 
mardi  
17 juillet 

Film : Strict Eternum 
7.3 The subjunctive with 
expressions of doubt, 258 
7.2 The futur simple, 254 
 

Supersite 
 
 
Lisez : Solitude 
numérique, 268 

 Composition 
1 sur table 
 

mercredi 
18 juillet 

7.3 The subjunctive with 
conjunctions ; the past 
subjunctive, 259 
Lecture : Solitude 
numérique, 268 
 

Supersite  
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jeudi  
19 juillet 
 
 
 
______________ 
 

Vocabulaire (ch 8) : les 
passe-temps, 274 
8.1 Infinitives, 288 + 
« Prépositions pour éviter le 
subjonctif » (BB) 
_________________________________ 
Chapitre 8 : S´évader et  

Supersite 
 
 
 
 
_______________________ 
s’amuser  

 
 
 
 
 
_________________ 
 

mardi 
24 juillet 
 
 
 

Examen CH 7 (2) 
 
8.2 Prépositions with 
géographical names, 292 
8.4 Prépositions with 
infinitives, 418 
8.3 The conditionnel, 296 
 

Supersite 
 
 
Lisez : Le football - 
Le Petit Nicolas, 306 

 

mercredi  
25 juillet 
 
 
______________ 

Lecture : Le football - Le 
Petit Nicolas, 306 
8.3 The conditionnel, 296 
10.4 Indirect discourse, 426 
________________________________ 
Chapitre 9 Perspective de  

 
Regardez : Le 
Ballon prisonnier 
 
 

travail  

 
 
 
 
_________________ 

jeudi 
26 juillet 

Vocabulaire (ch 9) : le 
travail et les finances, 314 
Film : Le Ballon prisonnier 
9.1 Demonstrative 
pronouns, 328 
9.2 The présent participle, 
332 
 

Supersite 
 
 
Regardez : Bonbon 
au poivre 

 

mardi 
31 juillet 
 
 
 
 
 
_____________ 

Examen CH 8 (3) 
 
Film : Bonbon au poivre 
9.3 Irregular –OIR verbs, 
336 
10.5 Passive voice, 428 
 
_________________________________ 
Chapitre 10: Les Richesses 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
_______________________ 
naturelles  

Composition 
2 
 
 
 
 
 
_________________ 

jeudi  
1 août 

Vocabulaire (ch 10) : notre 
monde, 352 
10.1 The past conditionnel, 
366 
10.2 The future perfect, 370 
10.3 Si clauses, 374 
 

Supersite 
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mardi   
2  août 

Examen final / examen 
oral 
 

  

 


