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Introduction to Sociology 
 

SOCI 1100 – R11 Professor Trinidad Valle 

TIMES: TWR 1- 4pm Email: valle@fordham.edu 

LOCATION: Dealy Hall 307 Office Hours: Tue 11-12am 

Summer 2016  (Session I) Office: Dealy Hall, 408D 

 

This course provides an introduction to the discipline of sociology. It is designed to help 

students become familiar with basic concepts, methods and perspectives of the discipline. 

Special emphasis is placed on developing a ‘sociological imagination’ – that is, on 

learning to apply a sociological perspective to the world around you, and learning how to 

ask deeper questions about those aspects of society that are often taken for granted. For 

example, why do we dress, walk, talk or eat as we do? Why do we follow orders? And 

why do we break them? How are social inequalities reproduced? How is social change 

possible? Students will gain a better understanding of how their own experiences are both 

the products and producers of larger social structures. The course covers key topics of 

sociological inquiry including culture, socialization, deviance, stratification, race, 

ethnicity and gender.  

 

The course is divided into three sections: The Sociological Perspective, Social Inequality, 

and Social Change. This organization allows the student to develop a general 

understanding of the discipline of sociology before moving on to more specific areas of 

research. The Sociological Perspective will introduce students to new ways of 

understanding their surroundings and elements of the social world. Social Inequality 

explores the dynamics of social stratification that shape our access to resources such as 

education, jobs, income and wealth. The last section, Social Change, will integrate all of 

these topics into a discussion of social change in a globalized society, addressing the role 

of social movements and the relationship between agency and structure. 

 
 

Recommended Text:  
 

Manza, Jeff et al. 2016. The Sociology Project 2.0. Second Edition. Boston: Pearson 

(older editions are accepted). A copy will be available at the Reserve section of the Rose 

Hill Walsh Library. 

 
All additional readings will be posted on our Blackboard site. 

 

Assignments and Grades: 

 

Four Reading Responses: 60% (15% each) 

Final Exam: 30% 

Class Contribution: 10% 
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Grades are calculated using the following grading system: 

 
A (93-100 points)   C+ (77-79 points) 

A- (90-92 points)   C (73-76 points)  

B+ (87-89 points)   C- (70-72 points)  

B (83-86 points)   D (60-69 points) 

B- (80-82 points)    F (less than 60 points) 

 

 

Reading Responses: There will be four reading responses. They are due on the dates 

indicated below. These will be critical responses to a particular set of readings. These 

responses should be no more than two typed pages, 12 point font. Response papers are a 

chance for you to respond to the reading and to demonstrate critical thinking ability. Late 

papers will not be accepted. 
 

Final Exam: This exam will be a combination of short answer and essay questions. Students 

are expected to demonstrate their knowledge and understanding of all assigned readings, 

class lectures, and class discussions. The final exam must be taken in class as scheduled in 

the syllabus. The final exam will be cumulative and will cover all of the material from the 

entire semester unless noted by the professor.  

 

Class Contribution: This mark is calculated based on a number of factors including not just 

the quantity but also the quality of class participation. Reading assignments will be made 

for each class and students are expected to have completed the readings before class. 

Attendance to class is mandatory. 
 

Academic Integrity: All assignments submitted for credit will be your own work. As 

stated in Fordham Policy on Academic Integrity: “Plagiarism occurs when individuals 

attempt to present as their own what has come from another source. Plagiarism takes 

place whether such theft is accidental or deliberate (…) Examples of plagiarism include, 

but are not limited to: i) Using the ideas of another person, whether or not such ideas are 

paraphrased, from whatever source including oral, print, broadcast, or computer-mediated 

communication; ii) Rewriting borrowed material by simply dropping a word here and 

there, substituting a few words for others, or moving around words or sentence; iii) 

Presenting borrowed material, whether a phrase, sentence, or whole paragraphs without 

placing quotation marks around the borrowed material in the approved style; iv) 

Presenting, as one’s own an assignment, paper, or computer program partially or wholly 

prepared by another person, whether by another student, friend, or by a business or on-

line service that sells or distributes such papers and programs; v) Failing to use proper 

citation for information obtained from print sources or the internet, according to citation 

criteria specified by the instructor or in cases where instructor guidance is not given, by 

standard manuals of style (e.g. The Chicago Manual of Style)” (Fordham Undergraduate 

Faculty Handbook).  
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Class and Reading Schedule 

(subject to change) 

 

SECTION ONE: THE SOCIOLOGICAL PERSPECTIVE 

Tuesday May 31 Introduction to the Course and 

Syllabus 

No readings 

Wednesday June 1 

 

The Sociological Perspective I  

 

Mills, “The Promise of 

Sociology”  

Gaines, “Teenage Wasteland” 

Thursday June 2 The Sociological Perspective II Jenkins, “Social Identity” 

Charon, “Generalizing, 

Stereotyping, and Social Science” 
 

Tuesday June 7 Social Interaction Goffman, “The Presentation of 

Self” 

 

Wednesday June 8 

 

Social Structure 

Documentary: Obedience 

Meyer, “If Hitler Asked you to 

Electrocute a Stranger, Would 

you? Probably” 

Thursday June 9 Culture 

 
Geertz, “Deep Play: Notes on 

the Balinese Cockfight” 
Reading Response #1 Due 

 

SECTION TWO:  SOCIAL INEQUALITY 

Tuesday June 14 Crime, Deviance and Social 

Control  

Movie: American Violet 

Rosenhan, On Being Sane in 

Insane Places 

Western, “Punishment and 

Inequality in America” 

Wednesday June 15 

 

Social Stratification 

 

Marx and Engels, “Manifesto of 

the Communist Party” 

Laureau, “Unequal Childhoods” 

(Chapter 1) 

Thursday June 16 Sex, Gender and Sexuality 

Documentary: Valentine Road 
Lorber, Night to His Day: The 

social Construction of Gender. 

Pascoe, Dude, You’re a Fag.  
Reading Response #2 Due 

Tuesday June 21 Race and Ethnicity Waters, Optional  Ethnicities: For 

Whites Only?  

Massey, “America’s Apartheid 

and the Urban Underclass” 

Wednesday June 22 Media and inequalities 

Documentary: Class 

Dismissed, How TV Frames the 

Working Class 

Kendall, “Framing Class” 

 

Thursday June 23 The Intersectionality 

Perspective: Gender, Race and 

Class 

Andersen & Collins “Why Race, 

Class, and Gender Still Matter” 

Reading Response #3 Due 
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SECTION THREE: SOCIAL CHANGE 

Tuesday June 28 Social Movements 

Documentary: Ballot Measure 

9 

Rohlinger, Framing the 

Abortion Debate 
Reading Response #4 Due 

Wednesday June 29 Social Change and Modernity 

 
Klein, No Logo 

Ritzer, The McDonald’s System 

Thursday June 30 Final Exam  

 
 

 

 

 


