
SEX, VIOLENCE, CRIME and MEDIA 
SOCI 2925 R 21 
July 5 to August 6, 2018, MTWT 6-9pm 
Classroom: 
Instructors: Richard Wormser  
Contact 646-498-4681 
Email: rwormser@fordham.edu 
Office Hours: 10:3O-12:30, 4:30-5:30 
 
Course Description 
Turn on the television set, pick up the local newspaper, go on the Internet or watch 
a movie.  Wherever you turn, you will find the media saturated with stories about 
crimes:  corrupt cops and honest cops, drug dealers and drug users, murderers and 
victims, organized crime and serial killers, crusading district attorneys and defense 
attorneys, corrupt lawyers and hanging judges, violent prisoners and convicted 
innocents.  At the same time, every day, in the real world, tens of thousands of men, 
women and children either commit crimes or encounter the agents of the criminal 
justice system.  Yet the media presentation of these events is often questionable at 
best.  Crime in the Media examines the correlation between the media and its 
impact on the criminal justice system.  
 
Often the media representations and the realities of crime, the criminal justice 
system and the persons involved are disconnected. This course will review this 
dilemma and challenge students to critically analyze media depictions of crime. 
Students will be asked to consider such issues as who provides the information of a 
crime, what is their point of view, should the media be limited in its reporting of 
crime, to what degree can media determine outcomes of criminal cases? 
 
Course objectives 
By the end of this course students will be able to: 
1.  Discuss how the media impacts the criminal justice system.   
2. Analyze the social construction of crime by the media. 
3. Compare and contrast representations versus the realities of criminal cases, crime 
rates, and criminal justice practices. 
4. Evaluate the media’s impact on criminal justice policy and behavior. 
 
Course Text:  Tabloid Justice: Criminal Justice in an Age of Media Frenzy by Richard L. 
Fox. Robert W. Van Sickel. Thomas L. Steiger ISBN 978-1-58826-532-6  (Lynne Reiner 
Publishers) 
 
COURSE RULES 
 
1. Class Attendance is mandatory.  Each unexcused absence can lower your 
final grade. 



2. Cell phones must be turned off.  Absolutely no text messages in class. 
3. I am unmoved by crashed computers. The flash drive and Dropbox have been 
invented.  Backup your work as you go along. 
4. You can email me rwormser@fordham.edu at any time.  If necessary, you can 
call me on my cell phone 646-498-4681 for work related questions but first 
contact me by email to set up a time  
 

Some of the films and books can be found in the library and sometimes placed on 
reserve as will various selected readings. You may need to search Netflix and or 
Amazon. The course will also present documentary films that will either be placed in 
reserve in the library or shown in class. You will also be required to read 
SELECTIONS from several autobiographies or first person journals that I will assign 
on blackboard before the course starts. I have indicated the chapters from the book 
that are relevant for each subject.  
 
PAPERS, EXAMS AND GRADING:  
 
There will be two papers based on your readings and viewings . The first paper  
counts for 40% of your final grade and the final paper 60%..    I will specify the length 
of each paper on blackboard. Your class participation and attendance will be taken 
into consideration when I give you your final grade. Same day lateness is 5 point off.  
Each additional day is 5 extra points off.  
If you have a valid reason for being late, you need to let me know in advance. 
 
SHORT PAPERS: If your paper is short, I will lower your grade proportionally. 
For example, if I assign 4 pages and you turn in 3, you will lose 25 points.  If you turn 
in 3 and 1/2 pages, you will lose 12 points, 3 and 3/4 pages, and 6 points.  I try to 
keep the papers a reasonable length so I expect you to follow the requirements.   
 
While I prefer a STAPLED hard copy to be handed in on the day it is due, I will 
accept an email copy as long as it arrives before the start of roll call.   Make sure 
your email is functioning in advance and if it isn't, make sure your printer is 
working.  Papers are due when roll call begins. I will confirm receipt of all emailed 
papers so please make sure your hear from me after you send it.  
 
As for no-shows in class, absences need to be reported to the administration.  As far 
as your grade is concerned, if it is on the borderline between a higher and lower 
grade, I will certainly give serious consideration to the higher grade if you have 
actively participated in class discussion.  I realize with 35 students, this is not easy 
but the more interaction we all can generate, the more enjoyable the class will be for 
you. 
 

The following topics and films may be subject to an occasional change but the basic 
structure will remain the same.   
 
INTEGRITY 

mailto:rwormser@newhaven.edu


"Academic integrity is the pursuit of scholarly activity in an honest, truthful, and 
responsible manner.  Violations of academic integrity include, but are not limited to, 
plagiarism, cheating on exams, falsification, unapproved collaboration, and 
destruction of library materials.  For more information on what specifically 
constitutes violations of academic integrity and the university’s policy toward 
violations of academic integrity, 
see:http://www.fordham.edu/undergraduateacademicintegrity. " 
 
DISABILITY 
"If you believe that you have a disabling condition that may interfere with your 
ability to participate in the activities, coursework, or assessment of the object of this 
course, you may be entitled to accommodations. Please schedule an appointment to 
speak with me immediately or you may go to the Office of Disability Services (in the 
lower level of O'Hare Hall: 718-817-0655). Under the Americans with Disabilities 
Act and Section 504 of the Vocational Rehabilitation Act of 1973, all students, with 
or without disabilities, are entitled to equal access to the programs and activities of 
Fordham University." 
 
Recent events surrounding and following the 2016 US Presidential Election 
have legitimated ugly actions and set a tone that is fundamentally at odds with 
the aims of higher education.  It is the values and pedagogies associated with 
the Fordham mission, however, that will continue to set the tone in our 
classrooms.  In the language of the university mission statement, such values 
include a “commitment to research and education that assist in the alleviation 
of poverty, the promotion of justice, the protection of human rights, and 
respect for the environment.”  Members of this class can expect to continue an 
education that promotes “understanding of and reverence for ways of life 
other than their own,” and to continue their preparation “to live in and to 
contribute to an increasingly multicultural and multinational society.”  As 
with all courses of study at Fordham, the aim of ours is to foster “life-long 
habits of careful observation, critical thinking, creativity, moral reflection, and 
articulate expression, moral reflection, and articulate expression.” 
 
NOTE: FILMS MAY BE SUBJECT TO OCCASIONAL CHANGE AND SYLLABUS TO 
MINOR MODIFICATIONS WITHOUT ALTERING THE OVERALL STRUCTURE 
NOTIFICATION WILL BE GIVEN IN ADVANCE. 
 

SYLLABUS FOR COURSE 
1. THURSDAY, JULY 5: THE INSTITUTIONAL NATURE OF MEDIA   
What do we mean by the media. What are its various forms.  Who controls the media 
and how does it reflect the value systems and cultural norms of the dominant 
institutions of society.  In what ways do media reinforce the status quo and in what 
ways can media also challenge it?  What positive role can media play in h criminal 
justice system. 
Film excerpts: Outfoxed (excerpts),  

http://www.fordham.edu/undergraduateacademicintegrity


 
2. MONDAY, JULY 9:  THE SOCIAL CONSTRUCTION OF CRIME.                                  
How are crimes and criminals socially constructed?  Does crime serve a function in 
society and what are some of the root causes that can lead to crime? 
Film excerpts: Stonewall (excerpts)    
 

FIRST PAPER ASSIGNED 
 
3. TUEDAY, JULY 10: TABLOID JOURNALISM 
Tabloid journalism has been characterized as journalism that will use any means 
possible to get a story.  Until the 1990s, tabloids were limited to a few “sleazy” 
magazines.   
Film excerpts: Tabloid., 
 
4. WENESDAY, JULY 11:  TABLOIDS GO MAINSTREAM  
Today tabloids are Out of the thousands of murder cases a year, the media looks for 
those that will gain the most impact.  Sex, drugs and murder are the perfect 
combination for media. 
Film excerpts: The Amanda Knox case. 
 
5. THURSDAY, JULY 12 TABLOID JOURNALISM: A BEHIND THE SCENES LOOK. 
Nothing attracts the media more than a celebrity accused of the crime.    The 
accusation alone is enough to set of a stampede of coverage.  A perfect example of  a 
behind the scenes look at this is Kobe Bryant case  
Film excerpts: Celebrity Trials in the Media 
 
6. MONDAY, JULY 16: TABLOID JOURNALISM RUSH TO JUDGMENT: THE O.J. 
SIMPSON CASE. 
As far as the media was concerned, the O.J. Simpson trial was an open and shut case.  
He was obviously guilty of murder of his wife.   But did the media fail to investigate 
the possibility that the case was far more complicated than presented.  
Film excerpts: Why O.J. Simpson Won 
 
7. TUESDAY, JULY 17: ADVOCACY JOURNALISM; THE WEST MEMPHIS THREE 
Historically the media ideal has been to present or investigate crime in an objective 
manner so that the audience can evaluate the facts of the case and come to a 
conclusion. In its watchdog function, the media ‘s role has been to expose injustice. 
Film excerpts: The West Memphis Three 
 
8.  WEDNESDAY, JULY 18: ADVOCACY JOURNALISM: THE FRIEDMAN CASE.      
Our society considers pedophilia one of the most heinous of crimes. Because of the 
hysteria surrounding the Friedman case, one documentary journalist tried to reveal 
the injustices that were being perpetrated.   
Film excerpts: Capturing the Friedmans.  
 



FIRST PAPER DUE 
 
9. THURSDAY, JULY 19: MEDIA REPRESENTION OF RACE 
The media often focuses on the violence of gangs that audiences often morally 
condemn but it seldom examines the conditions that give rise to gangs and gang 
violence. 
Film excerpts The World’s Most Dangerous Gang/prisons 
 
10.MONDAY, JULY 23:  THE ROOTS OF GANG WARFARE. 
We take a look at how the media can help us understand the deeply entrenched 
social issues that lead to gang violence.  
Film excerpts: The Crips and the Bloods 
 

FINAL PAPER ASSIGNED 
 
11. TUESDAY, JULY 24: MEDIA AND TERRORISM  
Media plays a major role in what has been called “The War on Terrorism.”   Terrorist 
acts are committed in order to attract media attention. They are symbolic, not 
strategic. The media has provided terrorism and war as spectacles on the world 
stage. The purpose of terrorism is to attract media attention rather than the act 
itself.   
Film excerpts: Hate.Com 
 
12. WEDNESDAY, JULY 25:  MEDIA AND TERRORISM: MIDDLE EAST 
Media, especially the Internet, can be used to both recruit supports and to demonize 
others as the enemy.   One hand, hate groups recruits members and encourage 
violence.  But not all terrorist attacks are based solely on pathological mental 
aberrations but often a consequence of oppressive situations.   
.   
Film excerpts: Reel Bad Arabs/Suicide Bombers 
 
13. THURSDAY, JULY 26:  MEDIA AND TORTURE 
Is torture a crime or can it be used as a legitimate means of gathering information 
that is considered essential to the safety of the country? 
Film Excerpts: Zero Dark Thirty/ The Ghost of Abu Ghraib 
 
14.MONDAY, JULY 30: MORAL PANIC IN THE MEDIA. 
The War on Drugs: How the media created the “crack “epidemic” that led to a moral 
and political crusade against drugs with devastating effects on the black community. 
Our society considers pedophilia one of the most heinous of crimes.  There is no 
question that sexual abuse of children is an issue that needs to be addressed.  But 
does the media accurately represent the real problem.  
Film: 48 hours on Crack Street  
http://www.cbsnews.com/video/watch/?id=7422210n 
  

http://www.cbsnews.com/video/watch/?id=7422210n


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qzd3Ae4NpaA&feature=autoplay&list=PL1E52
F12842F7EBC6&playnext=2 
 
15. TUESDAY, JULY 31.  CRIME IN FILM AND TELEVISION 
One of the staples of representation of criminals has been the crime film.  The Mafia 
has been a subject of films for decades.  Is this reinforcing stereotypes by doing so. 
Film Excerpts: The Godfather 
 
16. WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 1: THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM IN MEDIA. 
The criminal justice system has been a staple of films, television and documentaries.  
With televised trains, and a variety of reality shows, television and dramas and 
films, what messages are these programs sending about police officers, judges, 
prosecutors and defense attorneys. 
Film Excerpts: Law and Order, Cops, Feature Films 
 
17. THURSDAY AUGUST 2: INTERNET CRIME. 
The Internet has become a source for both committing crimes and catching 
criminals.   
 
18. MONDAY, AUGUST 6: WRAP UP 
Summary of course and a look at media carrying out its watchdog role 
In exposing crime and wrongdoing.   
 
19. MONDAY, AUGUST 6:  FINAL PAPER DUE 
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me know if you need any additional material from me 


