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PHIL3000: Philosophical Ethics 

Summer 2018 

Keating 105, TWR 6:00pm-9:00pm 

 

Professor Kate Bresee 

Office: Collins B19 

Office Hours: Wednesday, 3:30-5:30pm 

Email: kbresee@fordham.edu 

 

Course Description 

 

This course seeks to initiate and enliven in its participants a philosophical manner of asking 

questions. These questions include, but are not limited to: Is happiness a life of virtue? Is right 

action that which promotes the greatest good for the great number of people? Do the ends justify 

the means? Is it more virtuous to do the right thing when it is difficult or when it is easy? Can we 

make universal moral claims, and, if so, to what extent? How do we arrive at moral precepts? 

 

In this course we will examine and critically evaluate these questions through a detailed reading 

of philosophical texts that are both contemporary and classical. Because our aim is to ask these 

questions legitimately, that is, out of a genuine recognition that they are worth asking, the focus of 

our discussion will not be directed simply towards how various authors have answered these 

questions but will be ultimately directed towards how we ourselves want to answer these questions 

in light of our reflections. 

 

Course Objectives 

 

1. To think deeply and seriously about topics related to philosophical ethics, as arising in the 

questions and claims of those authors surveyed in the course. 

2. To develop the critical thinking skills as well as the oral and written communication skills 

that are conducive to productive philosophical discourse. 

3. To evaluate critically one’s own beliefs about topics related to philosophical ethics and so 

to consider the authors surveyed as serious resources for one’s own beliefs and worldview. 

 

Required Texts 
 

Aristotle, Nicomachean Ethics, trans. Bartlett & Collins (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 

2012). ISBN: # 9780226026756 

 

John Stuart Mill, Utilitarianism. Any edition is permitted, but I will be using/the bookstore will be 

stocking: John Stuart Mill, Utilitarianism, 2nd ed. (Indianapolis: Hackett, 2002). ISBN: 

#9780872206052 

 

Immanuel Kant, Groundwork for the Metaphysics of Morals, 2nd ed., trans. Korsgaard (Cambridge: 

Cambridge University Press, 2012). ISBN: #9781107401068 
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If specified, please purchase the particular editions listed here, as other editions will have different 

translations and different pagination, which will make in-class discussion of the texts difficult. 

Any course readings not listed here will be posted to Blackboard or sent out via email. 

 

Grading 
 

2 Papers = 40% (20% each) 

Participation = 25% 

Final Exam = 20% 

Reading Questions = 15% 

 

Requirements for the Course 

 

Readings 

 

All readings should be completed prior to the class in which they will be discussed. Completion 

of readings involves not only reading the text in its entirety, but also having a grasp of the overall 

meaning of the text or questions for clarification where the meaning of the text is not clear. 

 

For any readings posted on Blackboard, please print out the texts and bring them with you to 

class. Students are not to bring electronic versions of texts to class. Failure to print out the day’s 

readings will affect your participation grade (see below). 

 

Papers 

 

Each student will complete two papers. My expectations for these papers will be discussed in detail 

in class prior to the first paper deadline. All papers are to be printed and turned in at the beginning 

of class on the day they are due. Electronic copies will not be accepted. In the event that a student 

is absent from class on the day a paper is due, his/her paper is to be emailed to me by the deadline 

and a paper copy is to be submitted as soon as possible.  

 

Late Papers: Late papers will be penalized a third of a letter grade per day, including weekends 

(i.e. an A paper that is one day late becomes an A-, two days late a B+, etc.). Papers are considered 

late if they are not turned in at the start of class time. So, any paper turned in after 6:00pm on the 

date it is due is considered one day late and is docked a third of a letter grade up until 6:00pm the 

next day, at which time it is two days late and is docked two thirds of a letter grade (and so on). 

 

Participation 

 

In-Class Participation: The participation of every student (each of whom has completed the 

assigned reading) is essential to a productive class discussion. Each class, students are eligible to 

earn up to 3 points toward their participation grade. These points are earned through active 

engagement in class discussion (e.g., by volunteering a relevant comment or question).  

 

Attendance: It is extremely important that students attend all classes. In the event of an absence, 

students are to contact their Dean—not the instructor—about having an absence excused (absences 



3 

 

that qualify as excused are generally absences due to religious holiday, required participation at a 

University-sanctioned activity, personal illness, or death in one’s immediate family). If an absence 

is unexcused, the student will lose points on his/her final participation grade. In the event of an 

absence, the student is responsible for meeting with me and/or fellow classmates to catch up on 

any missed work. 

 

Quizzes: Finally, the instructor also reserves the right to give pop quizzes for additional points 

which cover the assigned reading or previous material covered in class. These quizzes, along with 

the daily points for participation, will comprise the student’s overall participation grade. 

 

Final Exam 

 

There will be an in-class, written exam at the end of the semester. Further details concerning the 

content and format of the exam will be given closer to the end of the semester. 

 

Reading Questions 

 

Every other week, you will be assigned a reading question for one class’s assigned reading. You 

must type up a response to each reading question and email it to the instructor before the designated 

class. Each response is worth 5% of your grade. Good reading question responses are: (1) complete 

(they answer all parts of the question); (2) show good use of critical thinking; and (3) make use of 

any relevant terms/questions we have discussed so far in the course so as to draw connection with 

material covered over the course of the term. 

 

Classroom Policies 
 

Cellphones and all other electronic devices are not to be used during class, as they distract 

you, the instructor, as well as your fellow classmates. This means that readings are not to be 

accessed in class electronically, nor are students permitted to take notes using a laptop or tablet. 

If, however, you believe you have a special reason to use a laptop, please see me in person, and I 

will try to accommodate you. 

 

Failure to abide by this policy will be reflected in the student’s daily participation grade. 

 

Email Policy 

 

I welcome you to email me with any questions or concerns you have throughout the course of the 

semester. My guarantee is that you will get a response from me within 24 hours if you email me 

during the week OR by the end of the day on Monday if you email me after 5pm on Friday. 

 

Tardiness 

 

Attendance is taken at the beginning of each class. Students who are tardy and arrive after 

attendance has already been taken will not receive participation points for the day.  
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Academic Integrity 
 

Plagiarism of any kind will not be permitted, and any student caught plagiarizing will receive a 0 

on the paper or assignment and may be subject to automatic failure of the course. Plagiarism occurs 

when a person presents someone else’s work or ideas as his or her own, whether or not the person 

does so intentionally. Students are required to familiarize themselves with Fordham’s policies on 

plagiarism and academic misconduct. If you are in doubt about whether or not something is 

plagiarism, you should ask me. 

 

Disability Services 
 

If you are a student with a documented disability and require academic accommodations, please 

register with the Office of Disability Services for Students (ODS) in order to request academic 

accommodations for your courses. Please contact the main ODS office number at 718-817-0655 

to arrange services. Accommodations are not retroactive, so you need to register with ODS prior 

to receiving your accommodations. Please see me after class or during office hours if you have 

questions or would like to submit your academic accommodation letter to me if you have 

previously registered for accommodations. 
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DATE ASSIGNMENT 

WEEK 1 

 

May 29th 

 

 

May 30th 

 

 

 

 

 

May 31st 

 

 

WEEK 2 

 

June 5th 

 

 

June 6th 

 

June 7th 

 

 

WEEK 3 

 

June 12th 

 

 

June 13th 

 

 

 

 

 

June 14th 

 

 

WEEK 4 

 

June 19th 

 

June 20th 

 

 

 

 

Alasdair MacIntyre, After Virtue, Selection 

**Students should bring John Stuart Mill’s Utilitarianism with them to class 

 

John Stuart Mill, Utilitarianism, Ch. 2 

 

Question for Reading: How does what Mill finds valuable relate to the ethical 

principles that he discusses in his text? What are Mill’s ethical principles? List 

two parts of the text that you find confusing. 

 

John Harris, “The Survival Lottery;” Debate Selection #1 

 

 

Due Monday: First draft of “Day in the life” paper due by 5pm 

 

Johnson, “Unspeakable Conversations;” Kant, Groundwork for the Metaphysics 

of Morals, Section I 

 

Kant, Groundwork, Section II 

 

Yost, “Kant’s Justification of the Death Penalty”; Debate Selection #2 

 

 

Due Monday: Final Draft of “Day in the Life” paper due by 5pm 

 

Kant, “On the Supposed Right to Lie because of Philanthropic Concerns”; Rae 

Langton, “Maria von Herbert’s Challenge to Kant” 

 

Aristotle, Nicomachean Ethics, Books I & II; Neil Garrett, “Dishonesty Gets 

Easier on the Brain” 

 

Question for reading: For Mill, the basis of ethics is pleasure and pain. For 

Kant, it is duty. What is the basis for ethics for Aristotle? 

 

Debate Selection #3 

 

 

Due Monday: First Draft of Debate Paper due by 5pm 

 

Aristotle, Nicomachean Ethics, Books III & IV 

 

Aristotle, Nicomachean Ethics, Books V & VI 
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June 21st 

 

 

 

WEEK 5 

 

June 26th 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

June 27th 

 

June 28th 

 

Julia Annas, “On Being Virtuous and Doing What’s Right”; Nina Strohminger, 

“The Self is Moral” 

 

 

Due Monday: Final Draft of Debate Paper due by 5pm 

 

Susan Glaspell, “A Jury of Her Peers”; Carol Gilligan, “Moral Orientation” 

 

Question for reading: First read Glaspell’s “A Jury of Her Peers.” While 

reading “A Jury of Her Peers,” ask yourself how it is that the female characters 

depicted in the story are thinking differently than the male characters. What 

elements do the men in the story consider relevant to the alleged crime, and what 

elements do the women consider relevant? Before reading Gilligan’s “Moral 

Orientation,” record your answer to these questions. Next read Gilligan’s 

“Moral Orientation.” After reading Gilligan, also feel free to write a reaction: 

how does Gilligan’s assessment compare to your own? Is Gilligan’s assessment 

right? If so, how? If not, why not? 

 

FREE DAY; Exam Review 

 

EXAM 


