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Philosophical Ethics (PHIL 3000) 
Summer 2018, Session I 

 
Instructor: Geoffrey Engel             Meeting time: TWR @ 1:00-4:00pm 
Office: LL 916C                                Location: 
Office hours: TR @ 4:00-6:00pm                              E-mail: gengel1@fordham.edu 

 
 
Course Description                                                                          
 
Unlike that of rocks, bacteria, and lions, human behavior has the strange feature of being ethically 
significant.  The choices we make – about what to eat, how to spend money, how to behave sexually, 
what political structures to support, just to name a few – find themselves inevitably under moral 
scrutiny from others and from ourselves.  Ethical questions – questions about how to act and why – 
are ones to which all people, not simply philosophers, already assume an answer.  We all do in fact 
live our lives in accordance with particular notions of right and wrong, however unspoken, inauthentic, 
or contradictory they may be.  The goal of philosophical ethics, which we will pursue in this course, is 
twofold.  First, we will aim to make our implicit ethical beliefs – always already working behind the 
scenes in our lives – explicit, that is, to ask why we act, or respond to the actions of others, the way we 
do.  Secondly, we will evaluate these beliefs.  Are they coherent?  Are they universally true, or relative 
to each individual or culture?  What sort of justification can we provide for them?  To aid us in 
pursuing these questions we will examine some of the most influential answers offered by the history 
of philosophy, critically examining the ethical theories of consequentialism, deontology, virtue ethics, 
and contemporary care ethics.  
 
Course Objectives                                                                            
 
In this course you will develop the ability to: 
 
(1) Understand the nature of ethical questions as normative questions and distinguish a normative 
from a descriptive claim. 

(2) Identify the importance of ethical reflection for your academic life, your future profession, and 
your existence as a human person in society. 

(3) Understand and articulate the central tenets of the major approaches to ethics discussed in the 
course. 

(4) Understand the arguments given for and against these approaches and formulate arguments of 
your own.  

(5) Apply the tenets of these approaches to real-life ethical issues. 
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Required Materials                                                                           
 
(1) Friedrich Nietzsche, The Complete Works of Friedrich Nietzsche, Vol. 8 (Beyond Good and Evil/On the 
 Genealogy of Morality), translated by Adrian Del Caro (Stanford: Stanford University Press, 
 2014). ISBN-13: 978-0804788984.  
(2) All other reading materials for this course will be provided on Blackboard.  
 
Course Policies                                                                                 
 
Attendance. Regular attendance is mandatory, and more than two absences will result in failure of 
the course. An absence will be considered excused only if you email me, with a valid excuse, before 
12:00pm on the day of the class that you will be missing, or if you bring me valid documentation from 
your dean.  
 
Technology Policy. Students are not allowed to use cell phones, laptops, or other electronic devices 
in class. If a student is found to be in violation of the technology policy, I will deduct attendance 
points. 
 
Academic Integrity. The instructor is obligated to report all instances of plagiarism to the dean of 
the student’s college. Instances of plagiarism include... 

• copying word-for-word the work of another author without appropriately citing the author 
and/or without wrapping the copied material in quotation marks. 

• copying word-for-word work that one has written in the past (i.e., self-plagiarizing). 
• paraphrasing the work of another author without appropriately citing the author.   

 
Penalties for plagiarism and other forms of cheating include, but are not limited to... 

• failure of the assignment (for a first offense).   
• failure of the course (for a second offense or for an egregious first offense). 
• suspension or expulsion from the university (for a third offense or for an egregious second 

offense) 
 
Notice from the Office of Disability Services. Under the Americans with Disabilities Act and 
Section 504 of the Vocational Rehabilitation Act of 1973, all students, with or without disabilities, are 
entitled to equal access to the programs and activities of Fordham University. If you believe that you 
have a disabling condition that may interfere with your ability to participate in the activities, 
coursework, or assessment of the object of this course, you may be entitled to accommodations. 
Please schedule an appointment to speak with someone at the Office of Disability Services (Rose Hill 
- O’Hare Hall, Lower Level, x0655 or at Lincoln Center – Room 207, x6282).  
 
Reporting. If you are a victim of sexual harassment, assault, stalking, or any other crime, you are 
strongly encouraged to talk to Anastasia Coleman, the Title IX coordinator 
(acoleman11@fordham.edu, 718-817-3112); the dean of students (for freshmen, Robert Parmach 
(parmach@fordham.edu, 718-817-4730)); the Department of Public Safety (718-817-2222; call 
especially if you’re in danger); your resident director; a faculty member; or me. Note, however, that 
we are required reporters; what you say to us will be reported through the proper channels, and we 
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cannot guarantee confidentiality (though we will preserve anonymity to the extent possible). If you 
wish to talk to someone confidentially, you may contact Counseling and Psychological Services (718- 
817-3725) or Campus Ministry (718-817-4500). For more information, resources, and contact 
information, see the Fordham CARE page: Campus Assault and Relationship Education.  
 
Requirements and Grading                                                               
 

 
GRADE BREAKDOWN  

Component Percentage 
Participation 30% 
Term Paper  25% 

Exam 1 20% 
Exam 2 25% 

 
Rubric for Final Grade. The five components of your grade will be converted to a number between 
0-100. That final numerical grade will then be converted to an alpha-numerical grade according to the 
following scale:   

94.5-100 = A = 4.0 
89.5-94.4 = A- = 3.7 
86.5-89.4 = B+ = 3.3 
83.5-86.4 = B = 3.0 
79.5-83.4 = B- = 2.7 
76.5-79.4 = C+ = 2.3 
73.5-76.5 = C = 2.0 
69.5-73.4 = C- = 1.7 
59.5-69.5 = D = 1.0 
0-59.4 = F = 0.0 
 
Participation. For each individual class, there are 2 points available that will ultimately comprise 
your participation grade:  
 
1.) Daily question/reflection. [one point] 
 
• At the beginning of each class you will submit either a question relevant to the reading assigned for 
that class, a reflection on the reading assigned for that class, or a reflection on the material covered in 
the previous class. 
 
• If you are late to class, then you cannot hand in a question/reflection for that class day.  
 
• These questions/reflections should either be typed and printed on standard letter paper or handed 
in on a clean and crisp piece of loose leaf paper, with your name and the date at the top of the paper.  
 
• Questions may be about a particularly confusing passage or claim from the reading, difficulties with 
philosophical terminology, or larger concerns about the implications of a philosopher’s claim.  
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• When reading, you should have three goals in mind: (1) to understand the main argument and be 
able to reconstruct it; (2) to critically evaluate the main argument; and (3) to think of questions about 
the text. All three are crucial for the type of learning that will happen in this class. Keep in mind that 
to achieve these three goals you must read slowly, and normally you must read the assignment multiple 
times. As such, I have tried to keep the readings reasonably short. 
 
• Questions should not be about factual curiosities which lie “outside” the text; a question such as 
“What year was Socrates born in?” would not qualify as a significant philosophical question. 
 
2.) In-class preparation and conversation. [one point] 
 
• For the readings posted on Blackboard, print out the assigned reading and bring it with you to 
class.  
 
• Assignments should be read before coming to class on the day that they are listed.  
 
• In addition to being prepared with the assigned reading, everyone is expected to be attentive and 
orally participate, because conversation is essential to philosophy. I will make everyone 
participate.   
 
Papers. Each student will write one term paper (no less than five complete pages in length) on a topic 
related to the course material. All papers are to be printed out and turned in at the beginning of class 
on the day that they are due. Electronic copies will not be accepted.  
 
• In the event that a student is absent from class on the day that papers are due, her/his paper is to be 
turned in to my mailbox prior to the start of class.  
 
• I will provide a handout with more information regarding the content of the term paper, what I 
expect from a philosophy paper, and the grading rubric that I use when evaluating papers.  
 
Exams. There will be both a midterm and a final examination.  
 
• The midterm exam will test you on material from the beginning of the term up to and including the 
reading assigned for June 6th. 
 
• The final exam will test you on material from June 13th up to and including the reading assigned for 
June 26th.   
 
• A handout will be distributed prior to the examination from which the questions on the examination 
will be drawn. 
 
Course Calendar and Assignments                                               
 

Date Reading Topic  Assignment Due 

T 5/29 Plato, "Allegory of the Cave," syllabus; what is ethics?;  
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"The Immoralist's Challenge" why be moral?  
W 5/30 Rachels, “The Challenge of 

Cultural Relativism; ” Mill, 
Utilitarianism (selections) 

moral relativism; 
consequentialism  

Last day to add drop. 
Students should start bringing 
their daily 
questions/reflections to class 
today. 

R 5/31 Singer, “Famine, Affluence, and 
Morality;” Williams, “Jim and the 
Indians;" Harris, “The Survival 
Lottery”  

utilitarianism: practical 
applications; arguments 
against utilitarianism   

 

T 6/5 Kant, Groundwork of the Metaphysics 
of Morals (selections) 

deontology   

W 6/6 O'Neill, "Kantian Approaches to 
Some Famine Problems;" 
Langton, "Maria von Herbert's 
Challenge to Kant" 

deontology: practical 
applications; arguments 
against deontology.  

 

R 6/7  Midterm review  Handout: how to write a 
philosophy paper. Grading 
rubric.  

T 6/12  Midterm exam   

W 6/13 Aristotle, Nicomachean Ethics 
(selections) 

virtue ethics    

R 6/14 Aristotle, Nicomachean Ethics, VIII. 
1-8, IX. 2-3, 12; Montaigne, "Of 
Friendship" 

friendship  

M 6/18   last day to withdraw without 
incurring a WF; last day to 
designate a course pass/fail. 

T 6/19 Carol Gilligan, "In a Different 
Voice;" Nell Noddings, "An Ethic 
of Caring" 

care ethics   

W 6/20 Nietzsche, On the Genealogy of 
Morals, part I, "Good and Evil," 
"Good and Bad" 

the origins of morality   

R 6/21 Nietzsche, On the Genealogy of 
Morals, part II, "Guilt," "Bad 
Conscience," and the Like 

  

T 6/26 [Optional] Nietzsche, On the 
Genealogy of Morals, part III, What 
is the Meaning of Ascetic Ideals? 

morality and life   

W 6/27 Final Exam Review Sheet  Final Review  
R 6/28 Final Exam.  Term Paper Due. 

 
  
 


