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SOCI:  2847 THE SIXTIES: SEX, DRUGS, ROCK AND ROLL, CIVIL RIGHTS AND 
SOCIAL CHANGE  July 5 to Aug. 6: CRN 19774 
 

Class: WEDNESDAY MTWT 1-4PM 
Office Hours: WEDNESDAY 9-11, 2:30-5:00 
Office: 408A, Dealy 
Classroom: 206 Dealy 
Home phone: 646-498-4681                         
Email: rwormser@fordham.edu  
Office Hours:10:3O-12:30, 4:30-5:30 
 
 
COURSE OBJECTIVES 
 

The 1960s were one of the most tumultuous eras in American history, marked by a 

revolutionary movement led by youth. The struggle was for freedom on many 

levels.  African-Americans fought against racial segregation of the South in the Civil 

Rights movement. Young people sought sexual freedom and the right to experiment 

with drugs. Musicians broke away from the restraints of traditional pop singing and 

folk songs and created the world of rock and roll. Politically-minded youth attacked 

the traditional institutions of political and economic power by protesting against the 

war in Vietnam. Women challenged traditional male attitudes that confined them to 

domesticity or inferior status in the work place and in society; gays organized 

against the repressive laws and prejudices against homosexuality.  

The course will show how SOCIAL CHANGE TAKES PLACE THROUGH 

SOCIAL ACTION and how many values of today’s youth are connected to the 

momentous social changes of the 1960s 

 
COURSE RULES 
 
1. Class Attendance is mandatory.  Each unexcused absence can lower your 
final grade. 
2. Cell phones must be turned off.  Absolutely no text messages in class. 
3. I am unmoved by crashed computers. The flash drive and Dropbox have 
been invented.  Backup your work as you go along. 
4. You can email me rwormser@fordham.edu at any time.  If necessary, you 
can call me on my cell phone 646-498-4681 for work related questions but 
first contact me by email to set up a time. 
 

The textbook for the class is The Movement and the Sixties: Protest in America from 
Greensboro to Wounded Knee by Terry Anderson (ISBN 13: 978:0-13-206955-7/ 
ISBN 13:978-0-19-510457-8. Some of the films and books can be found in the library 
and sometimes placed on reserve as will various selected readings. You may need to 
search Netflix and or Amazon. The course will also present documentary films that 
will either be placed in reserve in the library or shown in class. You will also be 
required to read SELECTIONS from several autobiographies or first-person journals 
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that I will assign on blackboard before the course starts. I have indicated the chapters 
from the book that are relevant for each subject.  
PAPERS, EXAMS AND GRADING:  
 
There will be 2 required papers.  You will be able to choose one of several books to 
read so that you can write about specific aspects of a subject that most interests you. 
The first two papers count for 40 points of your final grade and the final paper 10 
points.  I will specify the length of each paper on blackboard. Your class participation 
and attendance will be taken into consideration when I give you your final grade. 
Same day lateness is 5 point off.  Each additional day is 5 extra points off.  
If you have a valid reason for being late, you need to let me know in advance. 
 
SHORT PAPERS: If your paper is short, I will lower your grade proportionally. 
For example, if I assign 4 pages and you turn in 3, you will lose 25 points.  If you turn 
in 3 and 1/2 pages, you will lose 12 points, 3 and 3/4 pages, and 6 points.  I try to 
keep the papers a reasonable length, so I expect you to follow the requirements.   
 
While I prefer a STAPLED hard copy to be handed in on the day it is due, I will 
accept an email copy as long as it arrives before the start of roll call.  Make sure your 
email is functioning in advance and if it isn't, make sure your printer is 
working.  Papers are due when roll call begins. I will confirm receipt of all emailed 
papers so please make sure you receive confirmation from me that I received it. 
 
As for no-shows in class, absences need to be reported to the administration.  As far 
as your grade is concerned, if it is on the borderline between a higher and lower 
grade, I will certainly give serious consideration to the higher grade if you have 
actively participated in class discussion. I realize with 35 students, this is not easy 
but the more interaction we all can generate, the more enjoyable the class will be for 
you. 
 

The following topics and films may be subject to an occasional change, but the basic 
structure will remain to same.   
 
INTEGRITY 
"Academic integrity is the pursuit of scholarly activity in an honest, truthful, and 
responsible manner.  Violations of academic integrity include, but are not limited to, 
plagiarism, cheating on exams, falsification, unapproved collaboration, and 
destruction of library materials.  For more information on what specifically 
constitutes violations of academic integrity and the university’s policy toward 
violations of academic integrity, 
see:http://www.fordham.edu/undergraduateacademicintegrity. " 
 
DISABILITY 
"If you believe that you have a disabling condition that may interfere with your 
ability to participate in the activities, coursework, or assessment of the object of this 
course, you may be entitled to accommodations. Please schedule an appointment to 
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speak with me immediately or you may go to the Office of Disability Services (in the 
lower level of O'Hare Hall: 718-817-0655). Under the Americans with Disabilities 
Act and Section 504 of the Vocational Rehabilitation Act of 1973, all students, with 
or without disabilities, are entitled to equal access to the programs and activities of 
Fordham University." 
 
CLASSES 
 
Recent events surrounding and following the 2016 US Presidential Election 
have legitimated ugly actions and set a tone that is fundamentally at odds with 
the aims of higher education.  It is the values and pedagogies associated with 
the Fordham mission, however, that will continue to set the tone in our 
classrooms.  In the language of the university mission statement, such values 
include a “commitment to research and education that assist in the alleviation 
of poverty, the promotion of justice, the protection of human rights, and 
respect for the environment.”  Members of this class can expect to continue an 
education that promotes “understanding of and reverence for ways of life 
other than their own,” and to continue their preparation “to live in and to 
contribute to an increasingly multicultural and multinational society.”  As 
with all courses of study at Fordham, the aim of ours is to foster “life-long 
habits of careful observation, critical thinking, creativity, moral reflection, and 
articulate expression, moral reflection, and articulate expression.” 
 
1.THURSDAY, JULY 5: UTOPIAN VISIONS 

The Sixties was a river fed by many streams, many movements past and present: 
abolitionism, feminism, unionism, socialism and communism.  All were informed by 
a utopian impulse to create an egalitarian, just and humane society. This impulse 
carried over into the Sixties.  We begin with the Great Depression and how the 
American Communist Party started to assault the injustices in America, injustices 
that the movements of the Sixties would also challenge.   
 

FIRST PAPER ASSIGNED: DUE JULY 19. 
 
FILM EXCERPTS: American Reds 
 
READING ASSIGNMENT: THE MOVEMENT AND THE SIXTIES  
Introduction: Spawning Ground: The Cold War Culture  

 
2. MONDAY, JULY 9: Atom bombs. Anti-communism and Consumerism 1945-
1959.  After the end of World War II, the children of the Great Depression, now 
adults, began to define their lives in terms of middle-class material comfort for 
themselves and their children-- who grew up in a society dominated by 
consumerism, anti-communism and fear of atomic war.  
 
FILM EXCERPTS: Hiroshima, Atomic Café, No Direction Home  
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3. TUESDAY, JULY 10: Rebellion in the 1950s.  We examine the culture-heroes of 
youth, E.G. Jimmy Dean, Marlon Brando and the Beat Generation. Elvis and Rock and 
Roll divides generations and the birth control pill hits the market. 
 
FILM EXCERPTS: Rebel Without a Cause, The Wild One, Elvis 56, Good Rocking 
Tonight, Howl 
 
READING ASSIGNMENT: THE MOVEMENT AND THE SIXTIES 
Chapter 1: The Struggle 
 
4. WEDNESDAY, JULY 11: Rebellion in the South.  The Civil Rights Movement 
begins to challenge racial segregation in the South. Martin Luther King leads the 
fight for integration of buses in Montgomery, Alabama while others fight for better 
schools, for voting rights and for desegregation in Southern cities.  Emmett Till is 
murdered in Mississippi and Central High in Little Rock is desegregated despite 
protests. In the North, many white communities resist blacks moving into their 
neighborhoods are attending their schools. 
 
FILMS: The Rise and Fall of Jim Crow. Awakenings 
 
READING ASSIGNMENT: THE MOVEMENT AND THE SIXTIES:  
Chapter 2: The Movement and the Sixties Generation 
  
5. THURSDAY, JULY 12: JFK. The 1960s begins with the election of John F. Kennedy 
as President who inspires young people to become involved in social change.   The 
United States unsuccessfully tries to overthrow the Cuban government and the Cold 
War heats up.  Black and white activists join in common cause to end segregation in 
southern restaurants and conduct “Freedom Rides” in bus stations in the Deep 
South.  
 
FILM EXCERPTS: The Murder of JFK: Ain’t Scared of Your Jails. 
 
6. MONDAY, JULY 16 : Malcolm X and Black Power. While Martin Luther King 
tries to end discrimination through nonviolence and working with whites, Malcolm 
X of the Nation of Islam rises to become the voice of black separatism and black 
militancy. In August of 1963, highlighted by Martin Luther King’s, I Have a Dream, 
speech, pressures Kennedy to introduce a civil rights bill in Congress. Three months 
later, he is assassinated.  
FILM EXCERPTS: Malcolm X (documentary) The Murder of JFK: A Revisionist 
History (Dallas) 
 
7. TUESDAY, JULY 17: The Johnson Era: Lyndon Johnson becomes President and 
champions Civil Rights. He gets the first major Civil Rights Bill passed as the Beatles 
arrive in New York in 1964 and a new era of pop music begins. Bob Dylan rises to 
prominence and LSD gives rise to “acid rock” and “trippy” visions  
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FILM EXCERPTS:  LBJ.  Excerpts from No Direction Home  
 
8. WENESDAY, JULY 18: The Great Society: Civil Rights at its Heights  
 Lyndon Johnson, after convincing Congress to pass a whirlwind of extraordinary 
civil rights legislation, falsely claims that the Vietnamese attacked United States 
ships off the coast of Vietnam. He commits military forces to support South Vietnam 
against North Vietnam. Students begin to protest on campuses.    
 
FILM EXCERPTS: LBJ, Bridge to Freedom: Berkeley in the Sixties 
 

FINAL PAPER ASSIGNED.  
 
READING ASSIGNMENT: THE MOVEMENT AND THE SIXTIES  
Chapter 3: Days of Decision 
 
8. THURSDAY, JULY 19: The Eve of Destruction. The Civil Rights movement hits 
its high point and begins to deteriorate, the Vietnam War intensifies. Malcolm X is 
assassinated in 1965.  Riots explode in Watts. Black power movements rise. 
FILM EXCERPTS: Crips and Bloods . Malcolm  
 
READING ASSIGNMENT: THE MOVEMENT AND THE SIXTIES.  
Chapter 4: 1968: Rip Tides 
 
9. MONDAY, JULY 23: Vietnam. The war is seen through the eyes of soldiers who 
fought and died in it and the Vietnamese people who suffered it.  
FILM: Hearts and Minds. 
 
READING ASSIGNMENT: THE MOVEMENT AND THE SIXTIES THE SIXTIES, 
 Chapter 5: Counterculture 
 
10: TUESDAY, JULY 24TH:  Summer of Love: The Counter Culture.  Tens of 
thousands of young people head for Haight-Ashbury in San Francisco in 1967 to join 
the hippie movement. They celebrate free love, music and an alternative life style 
and often find drug abuse, broken dreams, and occasional violence.   
 
FILM EXCERPTS: Summer of Love, Monterey Pop 
READING ASSIGNMENT: THE MOVEMENT AND THE SIXTIES THE SIXTIES,  
Chapter 4: 1968 Rip Tides 
 
 
11. WEDNESDAY, JULY 25:  The Turning Point. In 1968, Martin Luther King and 
Robert Kennedy are assassinated.  As the presidential Democratic Convention is 
held in Chicago, the anti-war movement stages a massive peaceful demonstration 
against the war and protestors are severely beaten by the police.   



  6 

 
FILM EXCERPTS: Citizen King, The Sixties. Season’s Change 
 
READING ASSIGNMENT: THE MOVEMENT AND THE SIXTIES: 
 CHAPTER 6, Power and Liberation 
 
13: THURSDAY, JULY 26: The Weather Underground. The Civil Rights Movement 
and the anti-war movement are challenged white radicals who go underground and 
plant bombs.  
 
FILM EXCERPTS: The Weather Underground 
 
14. MONDAY, JULY 30. The Black Panthers:  The panthers arise in response to 
police brutality.  Members are murdered by the police as the FBY targets them  
 
FILM EXCERPTS: The Black Panthers 
 
15. TUESDAY, JULY 31: Gay Rights The gay movement begins, triggered by a police 
raid on the Stonewall bar.  The feminist movement also erupts at the end of the 
decade. As the last biggest rock festival of the era is held in Woodstock, New York.  
 
FILM EXCERPTS: Stonewall 
 
READING ASSIGNMENT: THE MOVEMENT AND THE SIXTIES:  CHAPTER 7, 
Towards a New America 
 
16. WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 1: Women’s Movement.  The women’s movement 
picks up momentum in the late 1960s into the 70s.   
 
FILM EXCERPTS: She’s Beautiful When She’s Angry. 
 
17. THURSDAY, AUGUST 2:  Revolution v. Reform.  Woodstock. The last outburst 
of peace and love of the 60s. Summary of the Course.  We look at the strength and 
weaknesses of the era. 
 
FILM EXCERPTS: Woodstock 
 
18. MONDAY, AUGUST 6: FINALS 
 

FINAL PAPER DUE.   
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