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English Composition II: Grammar, Logic, Rhetoric

English 1102-R11
TWR 6-9 pm
Keating 206
Summer 2018

Professor: Robert Byers
Office: Dealy 551
Office hours: TR 4-5 pm

& by appt.
Email: rbyers@fordham.edu

Course Description

This is an intensive course in expository writing. The aim is to teach students to write effectively 
by using correct grammar, sound logic, and persuasive rhetoric. Students will read and discuss 
writings by different authors, but their own writing will remain the primary focus of the class. 
Through writing, revision, reading, and discussion the class will analyze the relationship between
writing and thinking. The course introduces research techniques, including the use of the library, 
the conventions and principles of documentation, the art of synthesis, and analysis of sources. 
Students will need to participate actively in class, revise their work, and critique the work of 
fellow students. Meeting together in sections of no more than seventeen, students receive 
individual guidance in discovering for themselves the ways in which their writing affects their 
thinking, their thinking their writing.

This is an intensive course in expository writing. The aim is to teach students to write 
effectively by using correct grammar, sound logic, and persuasive rhetoric.

We will read and discuss writings by different authors, but your own writing will remain 
the primary focus of the class. Through writing, revision, reading, and discussion we will analyze
the relationship between writing and thinking.

The course introduces research techniques, including the use of the library, the 
conventions and principles of documentation, the art of synthesis, and analysis of sources. You 
will need to participate actively in class, revise your work, and critique the work of fellow 
students. You will receive individual guidance in discovering for yourself the ways in which our 
writing affects our thinking, our thinking our writing.

Required Texts

Graff, Gerald, and Kathy Berkenstein. They Say/I Say: The Moves That Matter in Academic 
Writing. 3rd ed., Norton, 2016.

Bullock, Richard, Michal Brody, and Francine Weinberg. The Little Seagull Handbook. 3rd ed., 
Norton, 2016.

A good collegiate dictionary is recommended.
All other readings will be provided via class, email, or Blackboard.

Requirements

This course requires written essays, grammar and content quizzes, readings, three conferences, 
class participation, and attendance. You will be writing, on average, the equivalent of 1-2 essays 
per week.
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Readings

There is no single, standalone reader or anthology required for this class. Instead, I will provide 
copies of different kinds of texts depending on 1) the week’s topic and writing assignment, and 
2) the needs of the class, in terms of your writing. I will assign selections from the grammar 
handbook as needed.

Essay Format

Essays must be typed (Times New Roman font), double-spaced with one-inch margins, and 
stapled. Include your name, course name/section (ENGL 1102-R11), my name, and the date in 
the upper left, as well as a title (centered). Note the word count at the end of the essay. All papers
(unless otherwise noted) must follow MLA format. You need to hand in a hard copy of each 
paper, as well as submitting an electronic copy of each paper to my email address.

Revisions

You will revise two essays in this course, using my feedback and including a “meta” paragraph 
on your revision strategies, including what you’ve learned since you first wrote that text. 
Moreover, throughout the semester we will expand our preconceptions of “revision” to include 
more than simply another draft of a completed essay.

The Library

You should acquaint yourself with Fordham’s library as soon as possible. A number of 
assignments will require you to use the resources of the library.

Late Papers

Late papers are accepted at a 25% penalty.

Attendance

This is an expository, methods-based writing course grounded in participation and collaboration; 
therefore, everyone’s presence is needed in class to enrich discussion and understanding. 
Nevertheless, I understand that you have a life outside of this classroom and that it is not always 
possible to attend every class. Thus, you have two (2) “free” absences that you can take this 
semester at no penalty. Because these absences are not “excused” in the regular sense, I don’t 
require doctor’s notes or other documentation if you need to miss class. However, in keeping 
with university guidelines, if you miss a 3rd class, you fail the course. Therefore, I recommend 
that you save your absences and only use them if they’re absolutely necessary—illnesses, family 
emergencies, etc.

Academic Dishonesty

Academic dishonesty or plagiarism is a serious offense. Any instance of academic dishonesty on 
your part will result in a failure for the course and a report to your dean. When we discuss 
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research techniques and papers, we will discuss various forms of plagiarism and how to avoid 
them.

Grade Distribution

Participation 100
Quizzes/assignments   50
Essays 1-5   50 ea.
Long essay 1 100
Long essay 2 150
Midterm exam 100
Final exam 150

Counseling and Psychological Services

“Fordham’s Counseling and Psychological Services (CPS) is a comprehensive mental health 
center that is dedicated to promoting the emotional and psychological health and wellness of our 
students. At CPS, we recognize that University life can be stressful due to academic, financial, 
family, and social pressures. These stressors can sometimes contribute to or exacerbate more 
significant psychological problems, such as depression, anxiety, substance abuse, trauma, or 
difficulties with sleeping, eating, or attention.

“CPS provides a range of services to help students address and cope more effectively with their 
stress and psychological concerns. No matter what challenges you are experiencing, our free and 
confidential services can help you better understand your difficulties, develop more self-
awareness, and enhance your coping skills, academic performance, self-esteem, relationships, 
and overall well-being.”

(http://www.fordham.edu/info/20031/counseling_and_psychological_services)

Disability Services

“The Office of Disability Services at Fordham University helps to ensure equal educational 
access and opportunity for all members of our community. In the Jesuit tradition of cura 
personalis, members of the ODS staff work individually with each student to understand his or 
her strengths and limitations in order to develop their most effective and comprehensive 
accommodation plan.”

(http://www.fordham.edu/info/20174/disability_services)

Writing Center

The Writing Center is a free and invaluable resource for Fordham students. I strenuously 
recommend taking as much of your writing to the Center as possible—and you can use it for 
writing in any of your classes, not just English. More information will be given about the Center 
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in class.

(http://www.fordham.edu/wc)

Nota bene: The length of the essays will vary over the course of the semester. We will begin with
400-500 word (three-paragraph) essays and move on to longer papers. The last five weeks of the 
course will be devoted to two longer essays. Along the way (especially in response to the 
readings), we will practice brief, written responses and the art of concise paragraphs. In addition,
during the first half of the semester, we will continue to revise many parts of the shorter essays.

Reminders:

Even though there are only three required conferences, please feel free to stop by during office 
hours to discuss the class and your writing.

Remember to take advantage of Fordham’s Writing Center!

Topical Course Schedule
All reading selections TBA via course website and in class

Week of

May 29 Introduction to course themes, the classical trivium, and logical techniques for 
writing and analyzing essays
Getting started: identifying and describing
Can we save that old cliché, “comparing and contrasting”?
In-class diagnostic essay

June 5 The chicken or the egg? Causality and casuistry
What are classification systems, and why are people saying such terrible things about 
them?
Different processes of writing: defining the process and the process of defining

June 12 Bottoms up! From top down! Reviewing induction and deduction
Why leave the “real” topic? Examining analogies and metaphors
Rethinking claims, evidence, thesis, and antithesis when writing longer research 
papers

June 19 Theory and praxis: Memory essay

June 26 Theory and praxis: Location essay

Syllabus subject to change at instructor’s discretion.


