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Frank Kearl
Frank graduated Order of the Coif from Fordham 
Law School in 2018, where he was active in the 
public interest community. He strives to use the law 
as a lever for justice and has organized initiatives, 
events, and installations focused on city power, 
workers’ rights, immigrant justice, prison abolition, 
and democracy. After spending his law school sum-
mers working on NVRA litigation and developing a 
transnational labor justice project, Frank is excited 
to be joining the workplace justice team at Make 
the Road New York in December.

Christopher Lasch
Professor Christopher Lasch is co-director of the 
Immigration Law and Policy Clinic and the Criminal 
Defense Clinic at Denver Law. He has focused his 
legal scholarship on the entangling and disentan-
gling of criminal and immigration enforcement 
systems, and particularly on legal issues pertaining 
to so-called “sanctuary” policies, such as those 
which attempt to limit the complicity of local 
criminal processes in immigration enforcement.  His 
recent work addressed the legality of ICE arrests 
in courthouses, and he has written extensively and 
submitted numerous amicus briefs concerning the 
practice of local jails prolonging the custody of 
inmates who would be otherwise released through 
the use of immigration “detainers.” 

After graduating from Yale Law School in 1996, 
Lasch worked as a public defender in Louisville, 
Kentucky, and then partnered with another former 
defender to form a small private law firm dedicated 
to criminal defense and civil rights litigation. In 
2006, Lasch became a Robert M. Cover Clinical 
Teaching Fellow at the Yale Law School, where he 
taught in numerous clinics, including five semesters 
in the Worker and Immigrant Rights Advocacy Clin-
ic, defending immigrants in removal proceedings 
and litigating immigration-related civil rights cases. 

Lindsay Nash
Lindsay Nash is a Clinical Assistant Professor of 
Law. She teaches in the Immigration Justice Clinic. 
Previously, she was a Skadden Fellow at the ACLU 
Immigrants’ Rights Project, where she focused on 
impact litigation related to immigration detention 
and border enforcement, and an Arthur Liman 
Public Interest Fellow at the Cardozo Immigration 
Justice Clinic, where she worked on issues at the 
intersection of criminal and immigration law and 
helped establish the nation’s first system of institu-
tionally-provided counsel for detained noncitizens 
facing deportation. While at the ACLU, Lindsay 
taught an immigration law field clinic as an adjunct 
professor at Cardozo.
Lindsay graduated from Yale Law School, where she 
was a member of the Yale Law Journal and received 
awards for her work in her law school clinic and in 
academic scholarship. Following graduation, she 
clerked for the Honorable Robert A. Katzmann, 
Chief Judge of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 
Second Circuit, and the Honorable Ellen Segal 
Huvelle, District Judge of the U.S. District Court for 
the District of Columbia. Lindsay is a member of the 
Study Group on Immigrant Representation. Lind-
say’s scholarship explores access to justice issues, 
particularly those affecting immigrant communities
.
Professor Talia Peleg
Talia Peleg is a Visiting Clinical Law Professor in the 
Immigrant and Non-Citizen Rights Clinic at CUNY 
School of Law. Prior to teaching at CUNY, she was a 

Supervising Attorney in the Immigration Practice at 
Brooklyn Defender Services (BDS).
Talia began her work at BDS as a staff attorney in 
2011. In 2013 she was one of four attorneys in New 
York City to help implement and shape the New 
York Immigrant Family Unity Project (NYIFUP) 
– a groundbreaking, first-in-the-nation universal 
representation program for detained immigrants 
– funded by the New York City Council. At BDS, 
she represented hundreds of non-citizens, most 
of whom had prior or current interaction with the 
criminal legal system. Through her practice, she 
developed substantial knowledge of criminal-im-
migration law, humanitarian defenses to removal 
and challenges to removability. She has represented 
non-citizens in federal court litigation challenging 
the legality of their detention. She has also repre-
sented clients before the United States Citizenship 
and Immigration Services (USCIS) in adjustment 
of status, citizenship, U-Visa and other affirmative 
applications.

Huyen Pham
Huyen Pham is a professor of law at Texas A&M 
School of Law. Professor Pham’s scholarship focus-
es on immigration law, asking important questions 
about what the substance of those laws should be 
and whom should be enforcing the laws. As one of 
the first legal scholars to recognize the significance 
of the subfederal immigration regulation (immigra-
tion regulation by states, cities, and counties) that 
grew after the 9/11 attacks, Professor Pham has 
written extensively about the doctrinal and policy 
implications of this regulation. Her research has 
been published in the NYU Law Review, the 
Washington & Lee Law Review, the Georgetown 
Law Journal, and the Florida State University Law 
Review, among other publications. In 2018, she 
received Texas A&M University’s Eminent Scholar 
Award, in recognition of her outstanding research 
and mentoring. Professor Pham and her colleagues 
have received a TAMU Global Engagement Grant 
to work with Mexican deportees. In 2010-2011, 
she received a Fulbright Fellowship to teach at the 
University of Economics and Law, Vietnam National 
University, in Ho Chi Minh City. She also served as 
the associate dean for faculty research and develop-
ment at the Law School for four years.
Professor Pham previously was an associate profes-
sor at the University of Missouri-Columbia School 
of Law. Before teaching, she practiced law in both 
the private and public sectors, with the Boston law 
firm of Hill & Barlow and at the Missouri Attorney 
General’s Office. Professor Pham clerked for the 
Hon. George A. O’Toole, U.S. District Court in 
Boston and received an Echoing Green Fellowship to 
work with Vietnamese refugees in the Philippines. 
She graduated cum laude from Harvard Law School 
and magna cum laude from Harvard College.

Gemma Solimene 
Gemma Solimene is a Clinical Associate Profes-
sor of Law at Fordham University School of Law. 
Professor Solimene has over 28 years of experience 
representing underserved New Yorkers. While 
at Fordham, Professor Solimene has directed the 
Immigrant Rights Clinic, through which students 
primarily represent individuals who are seeking to 
maintain or obtain legal immigration status in the 
U.S, and has taught in various other clinics in the 
Law School’s Clinical Program, including the Social 
Justice Clinic and the Federal Litigation Clinic. In 
addition to the clinics, Professor Solimene has 
taught Immigration Law, a simulation-based skills 
course, an externship seminar, and an Ethics in 
Public Interest Law course. Professor Solimene has 

been a panelist and presenter on numerous topics 
related to immigration and clinical teaching, and 
has conducted trial skills trainings for law firms. 
Prior to joining the Fordham Law faculty in 1999, 
Professor Solimene spent the bulk of her career 
working in the public interest. She litigated cases at 
The Legal Aid Society’s Civil Division and was the 
Attorney-in-Charge of The Legal Aid Society’s Im-
migration Law Unit. Professor Solimene also taught 
in the NYU School of Law Clinical Program from 
1993 to 1996 and was a Pro Se Law Clerk in the Sec-
ond Circuit Court of Appeals. Professor Solimene 
received her BA magna cum laude for S.U.N.Y. Stony 
Brook and her JD from NYU School of Law. 

Dorothy Tegeler

Dorothy Tegeler is a Skadden Fellow. Prior to joining 
the Asylum Seeker Advocacy Project (ASAP), Dor-
othy worked for five years as Editor and Assistant 
Director of the health education nonprofit Hes-
perian Health Guides, best known for its practical 
books such as Where There Is No Doctor. She also 
has a background in organizing for domestic worker 
rights and disability justice with the group Hand in 
Hand. Dorothy has a BA in International Relations 
from Brown University, a JD from Yale Law School, 
and has received numerous awards for her commit-
ment to public interest work. As a student at Yale 
Law School, she represented clients in immigration, 
employment, housing, child custody, and post-con-
viction criminal cases through the New Haven Legal 
Assistance Association, Criminal Justice Clinic, 
and Worker and Immigrant Rights Advocacy Clinic. 
From 2016-17, she was a law clerk to Judge Michael 
P. Shea in the District Court of Connecticut.

GUEST WI-FI ACCESS
1. Go to Settings>Wi-Fi and select 
    Connect-Fordham-WiFi. 
2.  Open your web browser and navigate to a 

frequently refreshed URL, such as CNN.com.  
You will automatically be directed to the Fordham 
network welcome page. Select Join as a Guest. 
(Note: For Apple iOS devices, use only the Safari 
browser for this process.)

3. Agree to the acceptable use policy. You will be 
directed to a new website. Click Join Now.

4.  Follow the prompts to complete the process, 
which includes downloading/installing a small 
configuration file that allows you to connect 
to our public Wi-Fi network. You may need to 
enter the password for the device/computer to 
complete the process.

5.  You’ll receive a message confirming that you’ve 
joined the network. Click Done.

Guest Wi-Fi is available throughout Fordham 
University’s Lincoln Center campus. While guest 
access does not expire, on subsequent use with 
your device/computer, you may be prompted to 
agree to the acceptable use policy.

For more detailed, device- or computer-specific 
instructions, visit www.fordham.edu/wireless, 
pick up a more detailed instruction sheet at the 
information desk, or call the Fordham Law Helpdesk 
at 212-636-6786.



Participants

Zachary Ahmad 
Zachary Ahmad is a policy counsel at the New York 
Civil Liberties Union (NYCLU), the New York affili-
ate of the ACLU. He works largely on legislative and 
policy issues related to immigration, with a focus on 
efforts to disentangle local law enforcement from 
the enforcement of federal immigration law.
Prior to joining the NYCLU, Ahmad worked as a 
staff attorney with the Juvenile Rights Practice at 
the Legal Aid Society of New York, representing 
children and young adults in Family Court proceed-
ings in Brooklyn, and assisting clients with a range 
of matters outside of court. Ahmad graduated cum 
laude from George Washington University with a 
B.A. in journalism in 2006, and received his law 
degree from CUNY School of Law in 2013.

Susan Block-Lieb
Professor Block-Lieb, the Cooper Family Chair of 
Urban Legal Studies, teaches contracts, bankruptcy, 
secured transactions, consumer protection, and 
other commercial law courses at Fordham Law 
School, including advanced courses on Corporate 
Reorganization in Bankruptcy and International 
Insolvency Law. She is General Counsel and a 
member of the Board of Directors for the Coalition 
for Debtor Education, a member of the Board of 
Directors for Fordham University’s Center on Inter-
national Policy Studies, and an inducted member 
of the International Academy of Commercial and 
Consumer Law, the American College of Bankrupt-
cy and the International Insolvency Institute. She 
is a delegate from the American Bar Association 
to the Insolvency Working Group for the United 
Nations Commission on International Trade Law. 
With Karen Gross, Professor Block-Lieb was the 
recipient of a 2002 New York State Bar Association 
President’s Pro Bono Service Attorney Award. Pro-
fessor Block-Lieb earned her BA with honors from 
University of Michigan and her J.D. cum laude from 
University of Michigan Law School.
 
Jennifer S. Breen
Jennifer Breen joins the College of Law as a Syracuse 
University College of Law Faculty Fellow in Fall 2018.
Breen’s research explores democratic politics in 
practice, from the evolving politics of work in the 
twentieth-century United States to more recent 
developments in immigration law. Her writing has 
appeared in scholarly journals including the Journal 
of Policy History and the American Criminal Law 
Review.
Breen earned her J.D. (summa cum laude) from 
Cornell Law School in 2015, her Ph.D. and M.A. in 
Political Science from the University of Pennsylvania 
in 2011 and 2007, respectively, and her B.A. in Po-
litical Science from the University of North Carolina 
at Chapel Hill (with highest honors and highest 
distinction).

Jason A. Cade
Jason A. Cade is an Associate Professor of Law & 
Community Health Law Partnership Clinic Director 
at the University of Georgia School of Law. Before 
coming to UGA, he served as an acting assistant 
professor at the New York University School of Law, 
where he taught in the Lawyering Program from 
2010 to 2013 and assisted in the Immigrant Rights 
Clinic.

Cade’s scholarship explores the role of nonfederal 
actors and institutions in the modern immigration 
system, judicial review of deportation procedures 
and intersections between immigration enforce-
ment and criminal law. His most recent work is 
forthcoming in the Northwestern University Law Re-
view, the Washington & Lee Law Review and North-
western University Law Review Online. Cade’s prior 
scholarship has been published in the Fordham 
Law Review, the Columbia Law Review Sidebar, 
the NYU Law Review Online, the UC Davis Law 
Review (twice) and many other journals.
Prior to entering academia, Cade represented non-
citizens in a wide range of immigration proceedings 
and family court matters while working in both 
small firm and nonprofit settings. Cade played a 
central role in the expansion of New York family 
court guardianship jurisdiction and was lead counsel 
or amicus on several state court appeals concerning 
immigrant juveniles. Following law school, he clerked 
for U.S. District Court Magistrate Judge Steven M. 
Gold in the Eastern District of New York and was a 
Skadden Public Interest Fellow at The Door.
Cade earned his undergraduate degree from the 
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill and his 
law degree magna cum laude from Brooklyn Law 
School, where he was executive articles editor of 
the Brooklyn Law Review, a Jerome Prince Scholar 
and an Edward V. Sparer Public Interest Fellow.

Ming Hsu Chen
Ming Hsu Chen is an Associate Professor at the 
University of Colorado in Boulder, where she is a 
faculty member of the law school. She directs the 
Immigration Law and Policy Program and holds 
faculty affiliations in Political Science and Ethnic 
Studies. Professor Chen brings an interdisciplinary 
perspective to the study of immigration, civil rights, 
and the administrative state. In the law school, 
she teaches a variety of law and social science 
courses including Immigration Law, Citizenship Law, 
Administrative Law, Legislation & Regulation, Law & 
Politics: Race in America, and Law & Social Change. 
Her research examines the integration of immi-
grants and racial minorities into U.S. society. She 
also writes about the legitimacy of executive action 
in immigration law, immigration federalism, and the 
sanctuary movement in the U.S. 
 
Allan Colbern
Allan Colbern is an Assistant Professor of Political 
Science at Arizona State University, with expertise 
in American institutions, race and immigration. His 
first book, co-authored with Karthick Ramakrishnan, 
is forthcoming in 2019 with Cambridge University 
Press. and is tentatively called Progressive State Cit-
izenship. Colbern and Ramakrishnan examine how 
federalism shapes citizenship in the United States 
by exploring what it means for states to expand or 
contract the rights of immigrants, Blacks, LGBTQ 
communities, and people with disabilities. Colbern 
was recently awarded the Russell Sage Foundation’s 
Presidential Award to support his second book, To-
day’s Runaway Slaves: Unauthorized Immigrants in 
a Federalist Framework, which examines the devel-
opment of sanctuary policies throughout American 
history, from protections given to runaway slaves 
(1780-1860), to those given to Jewish asylum seek-
ers (1921-1965), Central American asylum seekers 
(1980-1997), and contemporary undocumented 
immigrants (2001-2018). Colbern is also currently 
partnering with the Center for American Progress 
on examining the negative effects of anti-sanctuary 
policies on local trust of police through examining 
city level 911 emergency call data.

Yasmine Chahkar Farhang
Yasmine Chahkar Farhang is lead immigration 
attorney at Make the Road NY, a membership-led 
community organization that builds power through 
community organizing, policy innovation, education 
and survival services. She represents immigrants in 
removal proceedings and in affirmative applications 
for relief, and provides support to MRNY’s TGNCIQ 
justice project. Yasmine is a lifelong New Yorker 
and a graduate of CUNY School of Law, the only 
publicly-supported public interest law school in 
New York City. 

Nestor Davidson
Nestor Davidson is the Albert A. Walsh Chair in 
Real Estate, Land Use, and Property Law, and faculty 
co-director of the Fordham Urban Law Center. He 
joined the Fordham faculty in 2011. He received his 
A.B. from Harvard University and his J.D. from Co-
lumbia Law School, where he was the articles editor 
of the Columbia Law Review. Professor Davidson’s 
teaching and scholarship focus on property, land 
use, local government law, transactional lawyering 
in the public-private context, and affordable hous-
ing law and policy.
After law school, he clerked for Judge David S. 
Tatel of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of 
Columbia Circuit and Justice David H. Souter of the 
U.S. Supreme Court. Professor Davidson practiced 
with the firm of Latham & Watkins, focusing on 
commercial real estate and affordable housing and 
served as special counsel and principal deputy 
general counsel at the U.S. Department of Housing 
and Urban Development. Prior to joining Fordham, 
he was an associate professor of law at Colorado 
Law School.

Leah Horowitz
Leah Horowitz received her law degree from 
Fordham Law School and her undergraduate 
degree from Cornell University. During her years at 
Fordham, Leah was a Stein Scholar and served as 
the president of two PIRC student organizations. 
Upon graduation, Leah worked as a public defender 
at the Bronx Defenders for nine years. While at the 
Bronx Defenders, in addition to zealously repre-
senting clients, Leah created the Client Library to 
provide books to incarcerated and non-incarcerated 
clients and started an initiative to address Solitary 
Confinement.
Leah is admitted to the Bar in New York and  
Connecticut.

Kit Johnson
Kit Johnson is an Associate Professor at the 
University of Oklahoma where she teaches Immi-
gration, Crimmigration, Civil Procedure, and Trial 
Techniques. As an adjunct professor for Hofstra 
Law, she teaches a one-week three-credit course 
on Immigration Law and Border Enforcement. Her 
scholarship focuses on immigration law.
Prior to teaching, Johnson was an attorney with the 
Los Angeles law firm of Munger, Tolles & Olson LLP, 
where she practiced general commercial litigation.
Before entering private practice, Johnson served a 
law clerk to the Honorable Pamela A. Rymer of the 
United States Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit 
and the Honorable Robert C. Broomfield of the Unit-
ed States District Court for the District of Arizona.

About the Fordham Urban Law Journal
The Fordham Urban Law Journal is the second most cited student-
edited law and public policy journal in the nation and the preeminent 
legal journal in the country dedicated solely to urban issues. This year, 
the Journal is hosting its tenth annual Cooper-Walsh Colloquium, a 
gathering of the top thinkers in various disciplines who are bringing 
creative analyses and solutions to bear on the most pressing issues 
that affect urban areas. Articles and responses developed at this year’s 
Colloquium will be published in the Cooper-Walsh Issue of the Journal 
in Spring of 2019.”

The Colloquium is organized in conjunction with two of Fordham’s 
distinguished faculty members—Professor Susan Block-Lieb, 
Cooper Family Chair of Urban Legal Studies and Professor Nestor M. 
Davidson, Albert A. Walsh Chair of Real Estate, Land Use and Faculty 
Co-Director of the Fordham  
Urban Law Center.

For more information on the Fordham Urban Law Journal or the Cooper-
Walsh Colloquium and Book, please contact the Cooper-Walsh 
Colloquium & Articles Editor at colloquium@urbanlawjournal.com.

CLE CREDIT 

Continuing legal education credits have been approved in  
accordance with the requirements of the New York State CLE Board 
for a maximum of 6 transitional and nontransitional professional 
practice credits.

CLE course materials available at: law.fordham.edu/clematerials

Program

8:45 – 9:30 a.m. 
Check-in Coffee/Breakfast

9:30 – 9:45 a.m.
Matthew Diller, Dean and Paul Fuller Professor of Law,  
Fordham Law School 

9:45 – 10:00 a.m.
Opening Remarks
Professor Nestor Davidson, Faculty Director, Urban Law Center and 
Albert A. Walsh Chair in Real Estate, Land Use, and Property Law, 
Fordham Law School 

10:00 – 11:30 a.m. 
Blocks to Status: Stumbling Blocks & Building Blocks to Urban 
Immigration
1.5 Professional CLE Credit
Ming Hsu Chen, Associate Professor of Law and Director of 
Immigration Law & Policy Program at the University of Colorado  
Law School 
Kit Johnson, Associate Professor of Law at the University of 
Oklahoma College of Law
Dorothy Tegeler, Co-Founder and Co-Director of Asylum Seekers 
Advocacy Project
Moderator: Gemma Solimene, Clinical Associate Professor of Law, 
Fordham Law School 

11:30– 11:45 a.m.
Break

11:45 a.m. – 1:15 p.m. 
Cities as Havens: The Evolution of Sanctuary Policies
1.5 Professional CLE Credit
Allan Colbern, Assistant Professor of Political Science at Arizona 
State University 
Jason A. Cade, Associate Professor of Law & Community Health Law 
Partnership Clinic Director at University of Georgia School of Law
Christopher Lasch, Professor of Law at Strum College of Law 
Huyen Pham, Professor of Law at Texas A&M University School  
of Law
Moderator: Nestor Davidson, Faculty Director, Urban Law Center and 
Albert A. Walsh Chair in Real Estate, Land Use, and Property Law, 
Fordham Law School 

1:15 – 2:15 p.m.
Lunch Break (12th Fl. Lounge)

2:15 – 3:45p.m. 
The Balancing Act: Immigration & Due Process 
1.5 Professional CLE Credit
Talia Peleg, Visiting Clinical Law Professor at CUNY School of Law
Lindsay Nash, Assistant Clinical Law Professor at Benjamin N. 
Cardozo School of Law
Jennifer Stepp Breen, Faculty Fellow at Syracuse University School  
of Law
Moderator: Leah Horowitz, Director of Student Organizations and 
Publicity, Public Interest Resource Center, Fordham Law School

3:45 – 4:00 p.m.
Break

4:00 – 5:30 p.m. 
Urban Rebellion: Immigrant & City Organizing
1.5 Professional CLE Credit
Yasmine Farhang, Lead Immigration Attorney at Make the Road NY.
Maryann Tharappel, Special Projects Director at Catholic Charities 
Community Services, Archdioses of New York | Immigrant and 
Refugee Services
Zachary Ahmad, Policy Counsel at NYCLU
Moderator: Frank Kearl, Fordham Law School Class of 2018

5:30 p.m.
Closing Remarks
Professor Susan Block-Lieb, Professor of Law; Cooper Family Chair in 
Urban Legal Issues 


