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Bridge the Gap 2019- New Jersey- Saturday 
Speaker Bios 

Lindsay Baretz 
Attorney, Law Office of Jeffrey R. Kuschner 
Lindsay R. Baretz, Esq. is an experienced 
landlord-tenant attorney who specializes in 
subsidized housing programs.  She has been 
working in housing related issues for eight years. 
She graduated with honors from both New York 
University’s Gallatin School of Individualized 
Study and from Seton Hall University School of 
Law. After graduation, she clerked for the 
Honorable Camille M. Kenny, J.S.C. in the Union 
County Superior Court of New Jersey.  She has 
been with the Law Office of Jeffrey R. Kuschner 
since 2011. 

Honorable Clarence Barry-Austin 
Chief Judge, Municipal Court, South Orange, 
New Jersey 
Clarence Barry-Austin is a Martindale Hubbell 
AV-Preeminent Rated Certified Civil Trial 
Attorney with a practice concentration in personal 
injury litigation. He provides referral fees to 
attorneys on plaintiff personal injury matters, as 
authorized by New Jersey Court Rule 1:39-
6. Clarence is an undergraduate of Fordham
University and Law graduate of Rutgers-Newark 
Law School. He practiced civil defense law for 
Allstate Company Insurance from 1977 to 1984. 
Then started his own practice where he 
concentrated in Plaintiff personal injury cases. In 
1994, Clarence was appointed to the South Orange 
Municipal Court. 

Honorable Marvin T. Braker 
Court Judge, Municipal Court, East Orange, 
New Jersey 
Marvin T. Braker is a Municipal Court Judge for 
the city of East Orange New Jersey and the 
Township of Hillside New Jersey. Judge Braker is 
past president of the Garden State Bar Association 
and past president of the Essex County Bar 
Association’s Judicial Appointments Committee. 
He served as the Corporation Counsel for three (3) 
New Jersey Municipalities -The city of Orange NJ, 
The Township of Irvington NJ and The Town of 
Hillside NJ. Judge Braker is a graduate of Rutgers 
University in New Brunswick New Jersey and The 
DePaul University College of Law in Chicago 
Illinois. At Rutgers, he was a founder of the Eta 

Epsilon Chapter of Kappa Alpha Psi fraternity 
incorporated. 

Melanie R. Costantino 
Attorney, Law Office of Melanie R. Costantino 
Ms. Costantino received her Juris Doctorate from 
Fordham University School of Law, New York, 
New York in 2007. From 2007-2008, Ms. 
Costantino clerked for the Honorable Renee Jones 
Weeks, J.S.C. (ret.), Superior Court of New Jersey, 
Essex County, Probate and General Equity Parts. 
While there, she gained further knowledge and 
experience of guardianship and probate law, as 
well as actions concerning foreclosures, partitions, 
specific performance of contracts and other 
equitable remedies. 

Ms. Costantino was an associate attorney for two 
general practice Bergen County law firms and at a 
prominent New York law firm, where her practice 
focused on collection matters for various health 
care institutions. Ms. Costantino started her own 
firm in 2015. 

Ms. Costantino has received numerous judicial 
appointments to serve in guardianship and special 
guardianship matters in Bergen, Essex, Hudson, 
Passaic, and Union counties.  

Ms. Costantino is licensed to practice in both New 
York and New Jersey, and is admitted to the 
District of New Jersey and the Eastern District of 
New York. She is a member of the National 
Academy of Elder Law Attorneys (“NAELA”), 
New Jersey Bar Association, (Elder Law and 
Young Lawyers Sections), as well as a member of 
the Bergen County Bar Association. Melanie R. 
Costantino was selected as a Super Lawyers Rising 
Star in 2017 and 2018. 

Ms. Costanino is a resident of Bergen County 
where she lives with her husband, two children, 
and Lucy, a Boston Terrier rescue dog. In her 
spare time, Ms. Costantino trains and competes in 
Powerlifting and Strongman competitions, and in 
2018, she was the United States Strongman 
Nationals Champion in the  
Masters Heavyweight Division. 

Helen M. Dukhan 
Attorney, HD Family Law- Law Office of Helen 
M. Dukhan 
Helen M. Dukhan, Esq., LL.M., has been focused 
solely on family, divorce, and matrimonial law for 



15 years. Helen attended New York Law School. 
During her time there, she personally assisted a 
successful divorce and family law attorney with all 
meaningful stages of each case.    Immediately 
after passing the bar exam, Helen achieved a legal 
master’s degree in family and matrimonial law 
from Hofstra School of Law, the only program of 
its kind in the eastern United States, and one of 
only three programs in the country. While earning 
her legal master’s, Helen worked directly with the 
then Attorney-in-Charge of the Brooklyn 
Neighborhood Office of the Legal Aid Society, co-
Supervisor of the Domestic Violence Project, and 
Supervising Attorney of the Citywide Family Law 
Unit at that time, assisting with research, case 
management, adoption proceedings, and Hague 
Convention and child abduction 
cases. Immediately thereafter, Helen joined a 
boutique general practice firm, where she quickly 
excelled and became supervising attorney of the 
matrimonial and family law department 
representing both high net worth individuals and 
mid-to-low income households. During her time at 
the firm, Helen showed her passion for the 
community by doing extensive pro-bono work 
with a local lawyer’s project. After only two years 
at the firm, she opened her own successful Divorce 
and Family Boutique Award Winning Law Office, 
which she has now owned for 10 years. Since 
opening her own practice, Helen took and passed 
the New Jersey Bar Exam, and has expanded her 
family law and divorce practice to serve 
individuals in most central and northern counties 
of New Jersey. In fact, she has opened up another 
office in Bergen County, New Jersey which she 
now considers her main office. Helen has spoken 
at Montclair University, has guided matrimonial 
seminars at Hofstra Law School, and is founder of 
a non-profit called Sunset 2 Sunrise, which 
empowers recently divorced women by providing 
them with a makeover and photo shoot, and free 
images to use on social media and a portrait for 
their home. Lastly, she is first generation 
American, speaks Russian fluently and is very 
connected and active in the Russian community. If 
asked though, what defines her most, is being the 
mother to two young and extremely energetic 
boys.  
 
Rhonda J. Eiger 
Partner, Goldzweig Green & Eiger 
Rhonda J. Eiger concentrates her practice on 
residential real estate, municipal court, and wills, 

trusts and estates at Goldzweig, Green, Eiger & 
Biedzynski, LLC. Mrs. Eiger is a member of the 
Monmouth County Bar Association and the New 
Jersey State Bar Association.  Ms. Eiger is the 
immediate Past President of the Marlboro Jewish 
Center. She received her B.A. from Brandeis 
University and her J.D. from The American 
University Washington College of Law. Mrs. Eiger 
served as a judicial clerk to the Honorable Samuel 
P. Supnick. She also serves as a mock trial judge, a 
New Jersey Bar Association Ethics Committee Fee 
Arbitration Chair, and NJ Bar Association faculty 
for ICLE, Fordham Law School, CLE and the New 
York City Bar Association. 
 
Norberto A. Garcia 
Partner, Javerbaum Wurgaft Hicks Kah 
Wikstrom & Sinins 
Norberto A. Garcia is a trial attorney with offices 
in New York and New Jersey.  He is a Partner at 
Javerbaum Wurgaft Hicks Kahn Wikstrom & 
Sinins.  He is the past president of the Hudson 
County Bar Association where he has been a 
trustee since 2000.  He is on the executive board of 
the New Jersey State Bar Foundation where he 
currently serves as Vice President.   He serves on a 
number of committees for the New Jersey State 
Bar Association including the Civil Trial Bar 
Section and the Diversity Committee (co-
chairperson).   Mr. Garcia has been certified by the 
New Jersey Supreme Court as a civil trial attorney 
since 2001.  He has been active in the Hudson 
County Inns of Court program since 1996 and is 
currently a Master in the program.  He served as 
president of the North Hudson Lawyers Club in 
2003.  He has been co-chairperson of the Hudson 
County Civil Practice Committee since 2003.  He 
served on the Office of Attorney Ethics of the 
Supreme Court, District VI, Fee Arbitration 
Committee from 2004 through 2009, becoming its 
chairperson in 2009.    From 2005 through 2008 he 
served on the Supreme Court Committee on 
Minority Affairs.  He has been a member of the 
American Board of Trail Advocates since 2004. 
He has a B.A. cum laude in history from Seton 
Hall University and graduated from the University 
of Pennsylvania Law School.  He has been 
admitted to the bars of New Jersey, New York and 
Pennsylvania.  Mr. Garcia resides in Kinnelon, 
New Jersey with his wife and two sons. 
 



Joseph C. Mahon 
Partner, Frankfurt Kurnit Klein + Selz 
Joseph C. Mahon is a partner in Frankfurt Kurnit 
Estate Planning & Administration Group, advising 
high net worth clients, executives and business 
owners on family wealth planning, administration 
and succession. Mr. Mahon regularly assists clients 
in structuring, documenting and implementing 
plans and transactions to transfer, maximize and 
protect wealth. 
 
For more than 25 years, Mr. Mahon has advised 
clients on a range of issues, including: Estate 
Planning, Estate, Gift and Income Tax Planning, 
Generation Skipping Transfer Tax Planning, State 
Death Taxes, Family Office Services, Family 
Governance, Liquidity Events, Business 
Succession, Insurance, Lifetime Gifts, including 
Valuation Discounts, Grantor Trusts, Dynasty 
Trusts, Family Limited Partnerships, Intra-Family 
Loans, Grantor Retained Annuity Trusts, Private 
Annuities, Qualified Personal Residence Trusts, 
Crummey Trusts, Trust Terminations, Trustee 
Succession, Trust Protectors, Pre-Nuptial 
Agreements, Powers of Attorney, and Health Care 
Proxies. Mr. Mahon also regularly advises clients 
on trust and estate litigation and dispute resolution, 
including contested guardianships, and on tax and 
other issues unique to Non-U.S. persons and 
assets. 
 
Mr. Mahon is a frequent writer on Trusts and 
Estates matters. His articles have appeared 
in Trusts & Estates magazine, Estate 
Planning magazine, New Jersey Lawyer, Unique 
Homes, and other publications. His leading 2011 
article on the impact of income taxes on estate 
planning pursuant to recent tax changes -- "The 
'TEA' Factor: How Much Appreciation Must 
Occur for a Gift to Provide Estate Tax Savings 
Greater Than Income Tax Costs?"— was 
published by Trusts & Estates magazine in August 
2011. Mr. Mahon has lectured frequently on estate 
planning for leading organizations including New 
York City Bar Association, New York State Bar, 
New Jersey Institute for Continuing Legal 
Education, New Jersey Society of Certified Public 
Accountants, and Princeton Bar Association. 
 
Mr. Mahon served as a member of the New York 
City  Bar's  Committee  on  Trusts  &  Estates  (1987‐
1989),  and  the  New  York  State  Bar  Association’s 
Committee  on  Legislation  ‐‐  Trusts  &  Estates 

Section (1990‐1996). He has also served on several 
charitable boards and is currently a member of the 
Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Hudson  Valley 
Shakespeare  Festival,  in  Cold  Spring,  New  York. 
 
Michael C. Zogby 
Partner, Co-Chair of Products Liability & Mass 
Tort Group, Drinker Biddle & Reath LLP 
Michael C. Zogby is a trial lawyer whose clients 
trust him to handle a variety of complex, aggregate 
litigation, including products liability, medical 
device, life sciences, class action, consumer disputes, 
intellectual property, trade secrets, toxic tort, and 
multidistrict proceedings. Mike also has significant 
experience counseling clients and coordinating 
cross-border discovery, privacy, information 
governance, cybersecurity, and data collections 
involving Asian and European companies. 
 
Mike co-chairs the firm’s 60-attorney nationally 
ranked Products Liability and Mass Tort Group, as 
well as the firm wide Pharma and Life Sciences 
Group. 
 
He serves as a faculty member at the National 
Trial Advocacy College at the University of 
Virginia School of Law, an intensive hands-on trial 
advocacy training program for practicing attorneys 
and law students. 
Mike is an elected trustee of the Trial Attorneys of 
New Jersey, a nonprofit organization whose 
mission is to preserve and improve the civil and 
criminal justice system in New Jersey, providing its 
plaintiff and defense attorneys with a wide range of 
services, including legal education, leadership and 
advocacy on issues that affect the quality of life of 
lawyers, judges and litigants at the trial bar. 
 
Mike is a member of the Product Liability Advisory 
Council (PLAC), an organization comprised of 
more than 100 leading product manufacturers and 
350 of the most elite product liability defense 
counsel operating in the U.S. and abroad. PLAC 
focuses on achieving balance and fairness in the 
application of existing law within the civil litigation 
system and its many facets, leveraging litigation—
and trials—to shape the common law.    
 
Mike is also a member of the International 
Association of Defense Counsel (IADC). The 
IADC is an invitation-only, peer-reviewed 
organization founded in 1920 and comprised of 
leading corporate defense trial lawyers and in-house 



counsel from across the United States and more than 
35 countries. 
 
Mike was elected to membership in the Trial 
Attorneys of America. This national organization of 
trial counsel, founded in 1969, is limited to 200 
attorneys who devote a substantial portion of their 
practice to the defense of product liability litigation 
and to corporate counsel who work primarily in that 
area. 
 
Mike was appointed to the Law360 Life Sciences 
Editorial Advisory Board and the Law360 Product 
Liability Advisory Board. He co-chairs the 
Pharmaceutical and Medical Device Subcommittee 
of the ABA's Mass Torts Litigation Committee, and 
he has served as a Master in the William J. Brennan, 
Jr.-Arthur Vanderbilt Inn of Court, as ethics 
investigator for the District V Attorney Ethics 
Committee, and on the New Jersey State Bar Equity 
Jurisprudence, Class Actions, and Antitrust Special 
Steering Committees.   
 
Mike has been recognized as a "Top Litigator Under 
40" and as a "Future Star" by Benchmark Litigation. 
His articles have been published in The American 
Lawyer, The New Jersey Law Journal, The Legal 
Intelligencer, For the Defense, The Defense 
Counsel Journal, The National Law Journal, 
LegalTech News, Law360, ABA and DRI 
newsletters, and other industry publications.   
 
Steven J. Zwieg 
Attorney, Law Office of Steven J. Zweig 
Steven Zweig has been practicing law for 26 years, 
as a Securities Exchange Commission enforcement 
attorney, as corporate counsel, and—for the last 
nine years—as a landlord-tenant attorney in New 
Jersey, handling public housing, private landlord, 
and commercial tenancy matters for both landlords 
and tenants. He also has hands-on business and 
negotiating experience, having been a vice 
president of operations, executive vice president, 
and president/founder of various publishing 
companies. In addition to practicing law, he also 
writes about the law for several legal websites and 
is the Managing Editor for a legal journal.



















































































 File No.: 

AGREEMENT 

BECAUSE  Old Republic Title Insurance Company (the “Company”) is about to issue its title insurance policy or 
policies, insuring against loss by reason of defects in title to the premises (“land”) described in the commitment 
described by the above file number. 

AND, BECAUSE the Company has noted as exceptions to title, in that commitment, the following 
actual or supposed rights, interests, liens, claims, encumbrances, or defects in title: 

1. Proof that a New Jersey Transfer Inheritance Tax Waiver in the Estate of ______________________,
deceased, has been obtained and recorded;

2. Proof that a New Jersey Estate Tax on the same Estate has been fixed and paid; or the Director of the
Division of Taxation in the Department of Treasury has given written consent to the transfer of the land; or
that the Estate is exempt from the New Jersey Estate Tax;

3. Proof that the Federal Estate Tax Return in the same Estate has been filed and the tax paid;

4. Lien of decedent’s debts in the same Estate for a period of the greater of one (1) year from the date of death
of  ________________________ , deceased, or until the property is  conveyed to a bona fide purchaser,
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 3B:22-22 et seq.; and

Whereas, the undersigned ______________________________________ as 
Executrix/Administrator of the Estate of ___________________________ , deceased (hereafter referred to as 
"Indemnitor"), is desirous of having Insurer insure without reference to said exception or to insure against loss by 
reason thereof on the above described commitment or any policy or policies to be issued, now or hereafter, on said 
land; 

AND, BECAUSE the Company has been asked to issue its title insurance policy or policies, either without mention 
of the aforesaid exceptions or insuring against loss by reason of the exceptions(s); 

AND, BECAUSE the Company may, from time to time, in the course of its business issue one or more policies and 
commitments, insuring against loss by reason of defects in the title to the land or to one or more parts thereof or 
interests therein, either without mention of the exceptions or insuring against loss by reason thereof; 

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the issuance of the title insurance policy as noted above, the undersigned 
covenant and agree with the Company that they will, jointly and severally, forever fully protect, defend, and save 
harmless the Company from any loss, cost or expense, including but not limited to, damages, attorneys' fees, and 
expenses of every kind and nature which it may suffer, expend or incur by reason of these title insurance policy or 
policies and commitments insuring against loss because of the above mentioned rights, interests, liens, claims, 
encumbrances and defects in title. The losses indemnified against shall include loss, costs, damages, fees, and 
expenses incurred in actions brought to enforce this agreement. 

After the liens, encumbrances or defects in the title aforesaid are paid, discharged, satisfied or removed from the title 
to the land to the satisfaction of the Company (as to which the Company shall be the sole judge), and the Company 
has been reimbursed for any loss, cost or expense it may have incurred under the policies and which are to be 
reimbursed under this Agreement, the obligations under this Agreement shall terminate. 

This Agreement is signed on the ________ day of _____________________________, 20  . 

Signature of: 

 ________________________________                      _______________________________ 
Indemnitor-Executor/Administrator    Indemnitor-Executor/Administrator 



QUESTIONNAIRE ON ESTATE DEBTS  

RE::  Estate of  

1. State date and place of death:

2. Has Will been probated or Letters of Administration been issued?  Provide particulars, including the court of
probate or administration.

3. Who were/are the devisees or heirs at law of decent?

Name                                                              Age        Relation to Decedent 

4. Business or occupation, if any, of decedent at the time of death:       ____________________________________

5. State the approximate Gross value of estate: $ 

6. State the approximate Net value of estate: $ 

7. State the approximate amount of cash and liquid securities now owned by the estate:  $ ____________________

8. List the known unpaid debts, if any:  _____________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

9. Have funeral expenses and expenses of last illness been paid in full?   __________________________________

10. Have New Jersey Transfer Inheritance Taxes, if any, been paid and release or waiver of same obtained? -
_________   If not set forth the amount of New Jersey Transfer Inheritance Tax owed and attach a copy of the
New jersey Transfer Inheritance tax return.

11. Have Federal estate taxes, if any, been paid and release obtained? _________ If not, please set forth the amount
of Federal Estate Taxes owed and attach a copy of the Federal Estate Tax return.

12. Have New Jersey Estate Taxes, if any, been paid and a written consent to transfer from the Director of the
Division of Taxation obtained?   ________    If not, please set forth the amount f New Jersey Estate Tax owed
and attached a copy of the New Jersey Estate Tax return.

13. Is any claim or action pending or threatened by any creditor?  If yes, state particulars.

The foregoing representations are within the personal knowledge of the undersigned and are submitted to 
Commonwealth Title-Monmouth Agency induce it to issue a policy or policies of title insurance on premises 
owned by the decedent insuring title without exception for the liens of any taxes or debts owned by the 
descendent and/or his /her estate.   

Dated:          Signature of Executor/Administrator:  

 ______________________ ___________________________________________________ 

Witness:   Address:   

            ____________________________________________________ 
























































































































































































































































































