
 

 

FORDHAM UNIVERSITY SCHOOL OF LAW 

PUBLIC SERVICE SUMMER FELLOWSHIPS 
SUMMER 2019 

 

The summer provides an opportunity for Fordham Law students to engage in rewarding and 

meaningful full-time public service work.  In addition to the many outside public service summer 

fellowships for which Fordham Law students may apply, there are fellowships administered by 

or through Fordham Law School in furtherance of its mission to educate attorneys to work “in 

the service of others.”  Several of the fellowships provide awards to more than one student.  

These fellowships are described below.  

 

Submit applications and learn more at: http://law.fordham.edu/summerfellowshipapplication 

Questions? Contact Leah Horowitz at lhorowitz2@law.fordham.edu 

    

    SUMMER FELLOWSHIPS DESCRIPTIONS 
 

Ann Moynihan Fellowship at The Legal Aid Society, Civil or Criminal Defense Practice 
($5,000 for 1Ls, $6,000 for others) commemorates the life and work of Ann Moynihan, a life-

long advocate for the poor, trial and appellate attorney in both the Civil and Criminal Defense 

Practices of The Legal Aid Society, Associate Clinical Professor and Associate Dean for 

Administration at Fordham Law School, and co-founder of Fordham’s Interdisciplinary Center 

for Family & Child Advocacy.  The Fellow will assist lawyers in their representation of low-

income people in either civil areas such as government benefits and housing or in criminal 

defense.   

 

The Domestic Violence Action Center (DVAC) Summer Fellowship ($4,000 for 1Ls, $5,000 

for others) is awarded to Fordham Law students who secure summer placements for at least ten 

weeks in organizations or agencies dedicated to protecting the rights of survivors of domestic 

violence.  Students are selected based on demonstrated interest in domestic violence advocacy 

and representation.   

 

The Edward G.H. and Sylvia Fung Chin Fellowship ($5000) was established by Sylvia Fung 

Chin (FLS ’77) in memory of her husband Edward G.H. Chin. The fellowship is awarded to a 

student who devotes his or her summer to full time civil public service work.  Qualifying 

placements include unpaid work at nonprofit organizations and government agencies but not 

judicial chambers.  Applicants must secure a placement before submitting the fellowship 

application. 

 

The Fordham Student Sponsored Fellowship (Up to $4,000 for 1Ls, up to $5,000 for 

others)  FSSF is the largest source of funding for Fordham Law students doing unpaid public 

interest work in the summer.  To volunteer for FSSF, students must help in fundraising for its 

Annual Auction which will be held on a date TBA.  To be eligible for summer funding, students 

obtain their own unpaid public service internships with non-profit organizations and government 

agencies (judicial internships and work with private law firms are not eligible).  Typically, 

http://law.fordham.edu/summerfellowshipapplication


 

around 20 fellowships are awarded yearly.  In the past several years, almost every student who 

secured a public service internship, was actively involved with FSSF, and applied for funding 

has received a fellowship stipend.  For more information, visit FSSF’s website at www.fssf.org, 

or contact FSSF at fssf@fordham.edu.  FSSF's office is within the PIRC Student Group Suite in 

LL Room 101 in the Law School.  A Fellowship Application is required and will be provided 

via email to FSSF members following the Auction.  

 

John M. Cannella Fellowship The John M. Cannella Fellowship ($5,000) commemorates the 

life of Judge Cannella, who devoted his career to public service, including 31 years of service on 

the bench of the United State District Court for the Southern District of New York. The 

fellowship is awarded to a student who devotes his or her summer to full time civil public service 

work.  Placements may include government agencies and non-profit organizations but not 

judicial chambers. Applicants must secure a placement before submitting the fellowship 

application.  

 

Justice John Paul Stevens Fellowship Foundation provides two Fellows with $5,000 each in 

funding for legal work with either a non-profit or a governmental agency within the United 

States or internationally. Stevens Fellowships shall not be awarded to judicial externs, and the 

fellowship may not be combined with any other source of funding (including Fordham Law 

School, payment from an employer, or payment from any other funder or organization). 

Applicants are expected to secure a placement before submitting the fellowship application.   

 

The Honorable Kevin J. Quaranta Fellowship ($5,000 for rising 2Ls and rising 3Ls) 

commemorates the life of Justice Quaranta who distinguished himself in public service through 

the Army Judge Advocate General Corps, the Bronx District Attorney’s Office, and as a town 

justice.  Judge Quaranta was a strong supporter of social justice, which he learned from his 

mother, Dr. Mary Ann Quaranta, who was dean of the Fordham Graduate School of Social 

Service and was a founding board member of the Law School’s Feerick Center for Social Justice.  

The fellowship will be awarded to a student who plans to devote his or her summer to full time 

civil public service work with a nonprofit organization.  Funded by the family of Justice 

Quaranta in honor of his life and work, the Fellow will work on a substantive project focused on 

a social justice issue within the scope of the Feerick Center.  Potential areas include access to 

justice, economic justice, domestic violence, and unaccompanied immigrant children and 

immigrant families.  Applicants are expected to have secured a placement before submitting the 

fellowship application.   

 

Kirpalani Summer Fellowship ($4,500 for 1Ls, $5,000 for others) Susheel Kirpalani '94 is a 

generous donor to Fordham Law School and recognizes the great importance of public interest 

work. Mr. Kirpalani cares deeply about using his financial means to support public interest work, 

particularly for students engaged in public interest summer internships. Kirpalani Fellows will be 

required to send a thank you note to Mr. Kirpalani (prior to receipt of the funding) and attend an 

organized breakfast/lunch to meet Mr. Kirpalani. Qualifying summer work includes unpaid work 

at a non-profit organization or government agency.  
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Kirpalani Summer Fellowship in Housing Law ($4,500 for 1Ls, $5,000 for others) Susheel 

Kirpalani '94 is a generous donor to Fordham Law School and recognizes the great importance of 

public interest work. Mr. Kirpalani cares deeply about using his financial means to support 

public interest work, particularly for students engaged in public interest summer internships. 

Kirpalani Fellows will be required to send a thank you note to Mr. Kirpalani (prior to receipt of 

the funding) and attend an organized breakfast/lunch to meet Mr. Kirpalani. Qualifying summer 

work includes unpaid work on housing law issues at a non-profit organization or government 

agency. The work must be centered on housing law. Housing law is an exciting, timely, and 

critically important area of law—this fellowship provides funding specifically for students to 

intern at an organization doing this work.  

 

Leitner Summer Fellows Program provides students with up to $5,000 in funding to 

participate in an international human rights-related internship during the summer.  Fellows work 

full-time for at least ten weeks at a non-governmental organization, U.N. agency, or other 

organization working on international human rights issues. The application deadline is April 12, 

2019. For information and application, please see http://www.leitnercenter.org/summer-

internships/.  

 

Michael Saperstein Fellowship at the NYC Bar Association ($5,000 for 1Ls, $6,000 for 

others), funded through an endowment established by Michael Saperstein (FLS ’65), and 

provides summer funding for one Fellow to coordinate the placement of several dozen high 

school students to work in a legal setting for the summer.  The Saperstein Fellow works at the 

New York City Bar Association and is supervised by the chair of the Thurgood Marshall 

Summer Internship Program Committee, which selects the fellow.  For more information, 

contact Assistant Dean Tom Schoenherr in PIRC at tschoenherr@law.fordham.edu. 

  
Milton Pollack Fellowship at US District Court, Southern District of  NY ($4000) The 

recipient of this full-time summer fellowship will work in the chambers of the Chief Judge of the 

United States District Court for the Southern District of New York. Applications for internship 

should be sent directly to the court: "dejobs@nysd.uscourts.gov". Applications should be 

submitted as a single PDF document and include: resume, cover letter, writing sample and 

transcripts (unofficial is acceptable). The subject line of the email should read "2019 

Milton Pollack Fellowship ‐ NAME". Upon acceptance of an offer from the Chief Judge, submit 

the General Application to PIRC. The fellow will receive a $4,000 stipend from Fordham Law 

School. Applications will be reviewed on a rolling basis. 

 

The NALSC/Sirras Family Summer Fellowship ($4500) was made possible through the 

generosity of the National Association of Legal Search Consultants (NALSC).  NALSC 

established the NALSC/Sirras Family Fellowship in 2018 in honor of the contributions to the 

organization by long-time Board member and Past President Marina Sirras and her husband, 

Jim.   As Principal of Marina Sirras & Associates LLC, Ms. Sirras has dedicated her career to 

helping lawyers and firms secure the best talent, serving as a leader and trusted advisor in the 

legal recruitment community for more than 32 years. The fellow will be asked to write a thank 

you note to the donor and make themselves available for a meeting. 
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The Richard A. Hill, LAW ’83, Public Interest Summer Fellowship ($5000) was made 

possible through the generosity of Anne Hill who established the award in memory of her 

husband. Richard A. Hill, LAW ’83 devoted his career to public service work, serving as counsel 

for both the United States Department of Health and Human Services and the Social Security 

Administration, and was recognized for his service as the 2012 recipient of the Louis J. 

Lefkowitz Public Service Award. Hill fellows will be required to send a thank you note to Ms. 

Hill (prior to receipt of the funding) and make time to meet members of the Hill family at an 

organized breakfast or lunch. 

 

Robert J. Reilly Summer Fellowship ($5,000) This fellowship is in honor of former Assistant 

Dean Robert J. Reilly, who gave over 36 years of service to the Fordham Law School and 

Fordham University community—in a variety of roles—and who has dedicated himself 

intensively to philanthropic efforts. Until his retirement from the Law School in June 2018, Dean 

Reilly was an integral part of the Feerick Center for Social Justice, where he was involved in 

access-to-justice efforts, interfaced with the alumni community, and helped lead special 

initiatives. The Robert J. Reilly Fellow will work fulltime at a legal services organization that 

provides civil legal services to low-income individuals, ideally in an area of law in which the 

Feerick Center for Social Justice does work, which includes access to justice, consumer 

protection, domestic violence, educational equity, immigration, and veterans’ issues. The 

recipient will be chosen on the basis of the recipient’s academic performance, demonstrated 

qualities of leadership, and commitment to public interest work. 

 

The Santangelo Voting Rights Public Interest Fellowship ($5000) To be awarded to a student 

spending their summer working on a project involving research on or litigation involving voter 

suppression rights and in particular on the suppression of voting rights of African-Americans and 

Latinos. Work must be conducted through an internship with an approved not for profit entity 

(such as The Brennan Center or The Feerick Center) or as otherwise approved by Fordham Law. 

The recipient should prepare a summary of the final project or if research or motion papers are 

written in conjunction with litigation, provide a copy of the relevant documents to the law school 

and the donor. 

 

Venable Foundation Fellowship for 1st Year Students ($10,000) was created by the partners 

of the law firm of Venable LLP and provides a stipend to a Fordham Law School 1L student 

intending to serve in a legal capacity during the summer after first year at a non-profit or federal, 

state, or local government agency  located in one of the cities where Venable LLP maintains an 

office (Washington, DC; Baltimore, MD; Los Angeles, CA; San Francisco, CA; Wilmington, 

DE; New York City; Rockville, MD, Towson, MD; and Tysons Corner, VA). This fellowship is 

designed to further the Venable Foundation’s various goals, including providing support to the 

needy and underprivileged in our communities, bettering the lives of diverse groups and 

individuals in society, promoting the legal profession, and fostering the arts and culture. The 

recipient will be chosen by a selection committee at Venable LLP, in cooperation with PIRC, on 

the basis of the recipient’s academic performance, demonstrated qualities of leadership and 

commitment to the use of the law to further the public good.  The recipient of 

the Venable Foundation Fellowship will be invited to visit the Venable office during the 

summer, and at the end of the summer will be expected to submit a short essay about his or her 

experience with the Fellowship.   


