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 Faculty Senate 

   

Presentation from the President 

Joseph M. McShane, S.J., addressed the Senate, commenting on the following topics: 

 Puerto Rico Partnerships: Fr. McShane recently visited Puerto Rico to meet with alumni/ae and 

pursue partnerships with Jesuit institutions there, to support the island’s ongoing recovery. 

 Provost Search: Dennis Jacobs, presently provost at Santa Clara University, will begin service as 

provost at Fordham on July 1. Jonathan Crystal has been named to the new position of vice provost. 

 Jesuit Sexual Abuse: Nine members of the Society of Jesus who were associated with Fordham, most 

in a limited way, appeared on the list of Jesuits credibly accused of sexual abuse of minors that was 

released by the Northeast Province. Expressing both anger and shame that Jesuits committed such 

acts, Fr. McShane said that the Board of Trustees has formed an independent advisory group to 

review and manage claims of abuse. The university’s workplace conduct committee will review 

Fordham’s standards of conduct to ensure our policies cohere with our mission. 
 

Answering questions from Senators, Fr. McShane said that the University’s response is not limited to the 

abuse of minors, and that there must be a broader conversation concerning cases involving vulnerable adults 

(including undergraduate students, graduate students, and junior faculty). Fr. McShane asked for the moral 

support and leadership of the faculty as the University continues to respond. 

 

Presentation from the Interim Provost 
Jonathan M. Crystal addressed the Senate. He indicated that the Provost’s Office, the Title IX coordinator, 

and Human Resources have clarified what kinds of complaints against faculty are handled by each of these 

offices. Complaints received anywhere will be directed to those responsible. Dr. Crystal provided an update 

on the CUSP process. He indicated that he would be releasing his response to the report on Reimagining Arts 

and Sciences. Finally, he announced the appointment of James P. McCartin, Associate Professor of Theology, 

as Acting Associate Vice President for Academic Affairs for the spring semester. Dr. Crystal responded to 

questions about the impact of the workplace conduct initiative on academic freedom. 

 

Discussion on Student Journalist Agreement 
Following extensive discussion, the Senate adopted (18-0-0) a motion concerning the agreement it has 

presented to student journalists who wish to attend Senate meetings. The motion changes the agreement last 

amended in September 2018, replacing the verb “vet” with “fact-check.” This form of the agreement will 

remain in place through the end of spring 2020, at which time the Senate hopes it will be reviewed. 

 

Key Conversation: Online/Hybrid Learning Across Fordham 
The Senate was joined by faculty and administrators involved in online and hybrid learning in Business, Law, 

Social Service, and Education. Highlights from the presentations and conversation included: 

 Fordham’s efforts in this area date back to 1999. Last semester, 1,900 students took at least one 

online/hybrid course. Six schools are involved at the undergraduate and graduate level. There is a 

Teaching and Learning Online Group that provides support for faculty. 

 Faculty expressed overall satisfaction with online/hybrid teaching experiences, especially the process 

through which instructional material is developed. Colleagues noted that ongoing opportunities and 

challenges include finding the best structures for resource allocation; helping the University see 

online and hybrid teaching as a long-term investment; disagreements with 2U about what constitutes 

“best practices”; a need to educate faculty about online pedagogies; and a desire for ongoing 

communication between faculty and administration about the goals and logistics of online education. 

 

Procedural Matters and Announcements 

The Senate approved the minutes of the meeting of December 7, 2018. Senate President Keller announced 

that certain Senate committees dealing with personnel matters received permission to interview colleagues via 
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videoconference. She indicated that faculty representatives have been invited to a lunch with trustees, and that 

she will attend the Board Strategy Committee. She previewed topics for upcoming meetings, including 

strategic planning in February, faculty compensation in March, and the library and faculty workload in April. 
 


