
English Composition/Rhetoric II 

 

Professor Joshua Rome ENGLISH 1102.L11 

Email address:  jrome2@fordham.edu Summer 2019 

Office hours:  TWR 12–1      TWR 1–4 

       Location TBA  

  

   

COURSE OBJECTIVES: 

 This is an intensive course in expository writing. The aim is to teach students to 

write effectively by using correct grammar, sound logic, and persuasive rhetoric.   

We will read and discuss writings by different authors, but your own writing will 

remain the primary focus of the class. Through writing, revision, reading, and discussion 

we will analyze the relationship between writing and thinking.   

The course introduces research techniques, including the use of the library, the 

conventions and principles of documentation, the art of synthesis, and analysis of sources.  

You will need to participate actively in class, revise your work, and critique the work of 

fellow students. You will receive individual guidance in discovering for yourself the ways 

in which our writing affects our thinking, our thinking our writing.  

 

REQUIRED TEXTS: 

The Little Seagull Handbook. 3rd Edition. New York: Norton, 2016.   

Any good collegiate dictionary 

Please purchase a folder to keep all the assignments, handouts, and returned papers. 

 

REQUIREMENTS: 

Written essays, grammar quizzes, readings, weekly Google Classroom posts, class 

participation, and attendance.  Apart from in-class writing, you will be writing one essay 

each week. 

 

ESSAY FORMAT: 

Essays must be typed in Times New Roman font, 12-point size with numbered pages, 

double-spaced, and stapled.  Include your name, course name and section (1102.L11), 

date due, a title (but no title page), and my name.  All papers (unless otherwise noted) 

must follow the MLA format.   

 

You need to hand in a hard copy of each paper (due in class on the due date), and 

you need to submit an electronic copy of each paper to Google Classroom, due one 

hour before class begins on the due date. 

 

READINGS: 

Course readings will be assigned on a daily or weekly basis. I will provide photocopies or 

electronic copies/links to all assigned readings, which I will choose each week depending 

on 1) the week’s topic and writing assignment, and 2) the needs of the class, particularly 

in terms of student writing. I will also assign selections from the grammar handbook as 



needed. You are expected to come to class prepared to discuss the assigned reading for 

that day. 

 

ONLINE POSTS: 

Each week you will use Google Classroom as a place to respond to that week’s assigned 

reading. These posts will be due one hour before class and should be a minimum of one 

paragraph in length. You will be assessed on the quality of your posts. 

 

GRAMMAR PRESENTATIONS: 

Proper grammar and punctuation are essential to good writing. Each of you will work in 

pairs to teach the class a grammar lesson and/or give us a review. These presentations 

will be every Tuesday and Thursday. Your ten-minute oral report must include a five-

item grammar quiz (to be taken by the class after your lesson) with an additional sixth 

question in which you ask your peers to evaluate your presentation. I encourage each pair 

to meet with me beforehand to go over the material and work toward an effective 

explanation of it. 

 

You will need to submit your quiz to me for review via email one day before you hand it 

out. 

 

THE LIBRARY: 

You should acquaint yourself with Fordham’s library as soon as possible.  A number of 

assignments will require you to use the resources of the library.  As a class, we will have 

one library visit. 

 

LATE PAPERS: 

Because of the basic principles of the course, I will not accept late papers.   

 

ATTENDANCE: 

Attendance is mandatory.  This is a writing and discussion course; everyone’s presence is 

always needed.  Unexcused absence, lateness, and failure to prepare will adversely affect 

your grade. 

 

ACADEMIC DISHONESTY: 

Academic dishonesty or plagiarism is a serious offense.  Any instance of academic 

dishonesty on your part will result in a failure for the course and a report to your dean.  

When we discuss research techniques and papers, we will discuss various forms of 

plagiarism and how to avoid them. 

 

Please note that all papers submitted via Google Classroom will be run through an 

anti-plagiarism database called SafeAssign, which identifies any areas of overlap 

between submitted assignments and existing sources. 

 

 

 



 

STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES: 

Under the Americans with Disabilities Act and Section 504 of the Vocational 

Rehabilitation Act of 1973, all students, with or without disabilities, are entitled to equal 

access to the programs and activities of Fordham University. If you believe that you have 

a disabling conditions that may interfere with your ability to participate in the activities, 

coursework, or assessment of the objects of this course, you may be entitled to 

accommodations. Please schedule an appointment to speak with someone at the Office of 

Disability Services at (718) 817-4362. 

 

Schedule of Classes and Topics 
 

Week  

 

May 28, 29, 30 

 

 
 

 

Introduction to the course, the classical trivium, 
and logical techniques for writing and analyzing essays 

 
Getting started:  identifying and describing 

 

 

Essay 1 due Thursday 

Week 2 

 

June 4, 5, 6 

 

 

Can we save that old cliché, “comparing and contrasting”? 
 

The chicken or the egg?  Causality, etiology, casuistry 
 
 

Essay 2 due Thursday 

Week 3 

 

June 11,12, 13 

What are classification systems and why are people saying such terrible 
things about them? 
 
Different processes of writing:  defining the process and the process of 
defining  
 

 

Essay 3 due Thursday 

Week 4 

 

June 18, 19, 20 

 

 

Bottoms up!  From top down!  Reviewing induction and deduction 
 
Why leave the “real” topic?  Examining analogies and metaphors. 
 

Essay 4 due Thursday 

Week 5 

 

June 25, 26, 27 

 

Rethinking claims, evidence, thesis, and antithesis when writing longer 
research papers 
 

Final Essay due Thursday 

 


