
GE NDER ,  PO WER ,  A ND J UST IC E  SY L LAB US   

INSTRUCTOR ALLYSA LAKE  

DAY/ TIME MONDAY, TUESDAY, WEDNESDAY, THURSDAY 6-9 

OFFICE COLLINS HALL B13  

E-MAIL ALAKE6@FORDHAM.EDU 

OFFICE HOURS TUESDAY AND WEDNESDAY 5-6PM  

CLASS LOCATION TBA 

COURSE DESCRIPTION: 

This seminar examines the impact of gender norms, roles, and assumptions on the moral structure of social life. The 

seminar will draw of the extensive materials available from feminist theory of ethics, law, and society; the developing 

body of work on the cultural construction of masculinity, and its moral and social impacts; and new interest in gender 

differences and women's welfare in global context. This class will particularly focus on feminist interpretations of power 

and the relation between power and contemporary social and political issues. 

LEARNING OBJECTIVES: 

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to: 

● construct, defend, and critique philosophical arguments clearly in writing and speech.   

● engage critically with philosophical texts. 

● interpret opposing viewpoints with charity. 

● critically reflect on gender, power, and justice. 

 

REQUIRED TEXTS: 

There are three texts that students are required to purchase for the course. They can be purchased online or at the Rose 

Hill Bookstore. Please purchase the specified edition.      

● Alyson Cole The Cult of True Victimhood Stanford University Press, 2007. ISBN: 978-0804754613 

● Catharine MacKinnon Are Women Human? Harvard University Press, 2006. ISBN: 978-0674025554 

● Michel Foucault Discipline and Punish Vintage Books, 1995. ISBN: 978-0679752554 

All other readings will be posted on blackboard. Students must bring printed copies of the text to every class.  
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COURSE POLICIES:  

Attendance Policy  

Students are expected to attend every class on time. More than two absences result in an automatic zero for participation.  

If absent, it is the student’s responsibility to learn what was missed in class. Students do not need to notify me if they are 

going to be absent. If you are absent for an excused reason (documentation must be provided from your dean) on a debate 

or writing workshop day, you will be exempt from that portion of your grade; however, it is your responsibility to seek 

feedback on your paper from your peers. Attendance will be called at the beginning of every class. Those not present 

when attendance is called will be counted as absent. If you arrive after your name is called, please notify me at the end of 

class. After two tardies, each subsequent tardy will result in your participation grade being lowered by a full letter grade. 

Being tardy more than six times will result in a zero for your participation grade.  

Email and Electronic Device Policy 

Emails will be answered within 24 hours. Please limit email contact to administrative issues or brief questions; 

philosophical questions are best dealt with during office hours. Please read the syllabus before sending an email and use 

your institutional email for course correspondence. Emails that ask questions that are answered on the syllabus will not be 

answered. No electronic devices (cell phones, tablets, laptops, etc.) will be allowed in class unless permission is 

received. Cell phones must be silenced and stored away. Each time I see a failure to abide by the electronic device policy, 

I will deduct ten points from your participation grade, and if I note a failure to abide by the policy more than three times 

you will receive a zero for participation. No student may record any classroom activity without express written consent 

from me. 

Grading Policy 

All papers and exams will be graded anonymously. To facilitate this grading, please put your Fordham ID on your essays 

instead of your name. Assignments will be graded based on demonstrated mastery of the requirements. Rubrics are 

available on blackboard for all graded aspects of this course. You are to familiarize yourself with the expectations. If you 

are concerned about your grade during the course of the semester, please talk to me during office hours about how you 

can improve your academic performance. However, please note that grades will not be discussed outside of office hours. 

If a student wishes to request a regrade, a one-page written statement must be submitted via email stating the reasons for 

the dispute. After a written statement has been submitted, the student will meet with me during office hours to discuss the 

dispute. Grades can only be disputed within one week of receiving the graded assignment. Students are not allowed to 

redo assignments and no extra credit opportunities will be assigned.  

Late Work Policy  

Students are expected to submit the paper as a word document before the class to Safe Assign. If this is not done the paper 

will be considered late. The penalty for late papers and projects is 5 points per day, including weekends. It is your 

responsibility to ensure proper submission. If a paper is turned in after the time it is due it is considered one day late. If it 

is turned in the following day it is considered 2 days late and so on.  

Accessibility Statement 

Under the Americans with Disabilities Act and Section 504 of the Vocational Rehabilitation Act of 1973, all students, 

with or without disabilities, are entitled to equal access to the programs and activities of Fordham University. If you 

believe that you have a disabling condition that may interfere with your ability to participate in the activities, course work, 

or assessment of the object of this course, you may be entitled to accommodations. Please schedule an appointment to 

speak with someone at the Office of Disability Services (Rose Hill - O’Hare Hall, Lower Level, x0655 or at Lincoln 

Center – Room 207, x6282). Additionally, your success in this course is important to me, so please feel free to come talk 

to me about your learning needs during office hours.  
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Academic Honesty and Integrity  

Please familiarize yourself with Fordham’s academic integrity policy found in the Undergraduate Handbook. Academic 

integrity violations will be reported to your dean and result in at minimum a zero for the assignment but possibly a 

failing grade for the course depending on the severity.  It is your responsibility to know what constitutes an academic 

integrity violation; claiming that the academic integrity violation was unintentional is not an adequate excuse. If you are 

unsure about whether something would count as plagiarism or not, please see me before submitting your assignment. 

Please note that all assignments are expected to be original, completed independently and accord with MLA guidelines. 

For more information on MLA citations, see: https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/mla_style 

Mandatory Reporting Policy  

As a faculty member, I am a mandatory reporter and am required to contact and provide information to Public Safety, to 

the Dean of Students, and/or to the Title IX Coordinator if I learn you have been sexually harassed (verbally or 

physically), sexually assaulted, stalked, had domestic violence or dating violence occur in a relationship, or been a victim 

of any behavior prohibited by the University's Sexual Misconduct Policy and Procedures. There are three confidential 

places on campus where you can seek support: clinical counselors in Psychological & Counseling Services, pastoral 

counselors in Campus Ministry, and medical service providers in University Health Services. 

Counseling & Psychological Services 

 

Students who are experiencing personal difficulties or mental health distress are encouraged to seek free and confidential 

assistance at Counseling & Psychological Services (CPS). As your professor, I am not your counselor; however, 

Fordham’s office for Counseling and Psychological Services (CPS) provides free and confidential mental health services 

that are not connected to your academic record in any way. If you are experiencing mental health distress, I strongly 

encourage you to take advantage of CPS’ services. For more information about CPS, please visit their website at 

www.fordham.edu/counseling. To make an appointment, please call 718-817-3725 (RH) or 212-636-6225 (LC). 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS  

GRADE BREAKDOWN 

- Blackboard Questions: 15% 

- Short Essay:10% 

- Long Essay: 35% 

- Writing Workshop: 5% 

- Presentation: 15% 

- Participation: 20% 

 

Participation 

The participation grade depends on student’s behavior expressing respect for 

their peers, their instructor, and the educational environment as well as active 

participation. In this course we will sometimes study topics some of us may 

find emotionally difficult. We should all feel responsible for creating a space 

that is both intellectually rigorous and respectful. Students must be courteous 

to their peers and the instructor. This includes listening attentively when 

others speak, speaking kindly to others even when you strongly disagree with 

them, interpreting other’s arguments with charity, refraining from side 

conversations, and following all class policies. An exemplary participant’s 

contributions are thoughtful, relevant, and promote deeper analysis. Please 

note that this is not a lecture course. As a senior EP4 seminar, I expect everyone to regularly participate every 

class. Additionally, students are expected to follow directions during in-class activities. All students are expected to 

GRADING SYSTEM  

94–100 A Excellent, Outstanding Work  

90–93 A- Excellent Work  

87–89 B+ Very Good; High-Level 

Performance  

84–86 B Good; Solid and Above Average  

80–83 B- Good; Above Average  

77–79 C+ Average Performance  

74–76 C Satisfactory; Acceptable Performance  

70–73 C- Minimally Acceptable  

60–69 D Passing, but Unsatisfactory  

0–59 F Failure 

 

http://www.fordham.edu/counseling


PAGE 4 

participate in class activities for the duration of time assigned. Not participating, being off-task, or distracting others 

during group activities will negatively influence your participation grade. 

In order to fully participate in our discussions, students are to carefully read the assigned material twice before attending 

class and bring the reading material to class with them. I will conduct periodic checks of who has brought their printed 

text to class.  Your conduct and professionalism in email correspondence and during office hour visits will be factored in 

your participation grade. Email correspondence should be formal and not ask information available on the syllabus. 

Students are expected to attend all classes on time. If you are late or have to leave early, please sit near the door in order to 

minimize distractions when entering or exiting. Please take care of all elemental needs before class begins and only leave 

class if it is an emergency. Additionally, students are not to pack up their belongings until the class is over. If at any time 

you disturb others or me, I will ask you to leave and mark you absent for the day.  

Students are expected to act in accordance with the Fordham University code of conduct. This entails that harassment of 

another person, whether physical, sexual, or verbal, either oral or written as well as physical abuse, sexual abuse, threats, 

intimidation, coercion, and/or other conduct which threatens or endangers the health or safety of any person will not be 

tolerated and will be reported to the Dean of Student and Public Safety.  

Essays and Writing Workshops 

Students are expected to complete two essays.  A detailed prompt will be distributed. See the course schedule for the dates 

that papers are due. Students will also be required to revise their essays. On writing workshop days, students will review 

each other’s outlines and drafts. Students are expected to be thoughtful, respectful, charitable, and diligent when 

evaluating their classmate’s papers. Students must bring one copy of their completed draft or outline on the date of the 

writing workshops. Failure to show up on time with one hard copy of a completed draft or outline will result in an 

automatic zero for the writing workshop section of the grade. Students are encouraged to talk to me during office 

hours about their papers. I will review outlines and draft material during office hours if the student brings in a printed 

copy of the draft material. However, I will not review drafts via email or outside of office hours. Additionally, students 

are highly encouraged to take advantage of Fordham University’s writing center.  Please visit 

http://www.fordham.edu/info/20126/writing_center for more information.   

Presentation 

As an Eloquentia Perfecta course, everyone will be required to give a presentation on a supplementary reading. Students 

will select a date on the first day of class. As a presenter, your goal is to distill the key information about an article that 

relates to the class content (10 minutes), make connections between the assigned readings and the supplementary text as 

well as contemporary issues (10 minutes) and lead a discussion with your classmates (10 minutes). To assist your 

presentation, you must design a 2-3-page handout that your classmates can reference. The handout must be posted on 

blackboard by 1pm the day of your presentation (otherwise I will not be able to make copies). Under the presentation 

section, please post your handout as a PDF or word document and title your post by listing the article discussed. Use of 

powerpoint is permissible; however, you must post your powerpoint to blackboard with your handout by 1pm. If you miss 

your presentation date, a Deans approved absence is required in order to reschedule.  

Blackboard Questions 

Students are required to submit discussion questions about the reading that will be discussed the following class. 

Questions must be submitted on blackboard by 1pm before class. Questions will not be accepted after 1pm or via email. 

Each question should be around 150 words and should do two tasks. First, you should ask one focused question about the 

assigned text. Do not ask rhetorical questions, questions that are easily answerable by carefully answering the text, 

questions that are easily answerable via internet search, or more than one question. Second, you should motivate your 

questions based on your reading of the text. Be sure to include properly cited citations. In order to receive full credit on a 

question, you must clearly demonstrate careful consideration of the assigned text.  Questions will be graded on a three-

point scale (3 points = excellent, 2 points = satisfactory, 1 point = unsatisfactory, 0 points = not properly submitted).  

  

http://www.fordham.edu/info/20126/writing_center
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COURSE SCHEDULE:  

SECTION 1: GENDER   

Day Topic Required Reading and Assignments 

Tuesday, July 2, 2019 Introduction to the Course and Gender The Syllabus 

Simone de Beauvoir’s The Second Sex 

Wednesday, July 3, 

2019 

 Gender Judith Butler “Performative Acts and 

Gender Constitution: An Essay in 

Phenomenology and Feminist Theory”  

Judith Butler “Besides Oneself: On the 

Limits of Sexual Autonomy”  

Thursday, July 4, 

2019 

 University Closed 

Monday, July 8, 2019 Gender Martha Nussbaum “The Professor of 

Parody” 

Catharine MacKinnon Are Women Human? 

Chapters 3-5 Short Paper Due 

 

SECTION 2: POWER: FEMINIST APPROACHES  

Day Topic Required Reading and Assignments 

Tuesday, July 9, 2019 Power as Domination-Radical Feminist 

Approaches 

Catharine MacKinnon “Difference 

and Dominance”  

Wednesday, July 10, 

2019 

Power as Domination- Poststructuralist 

Approaches 
Foucault Discipline and Punish Chapters 1 & 

2 

Thursday, July 11, 

2019 

Power as Domination-Poststructuralist 

Approaches 
Foucault Discipline and Punish Chapters 3 & 

4 

Monday, July 15, 

2019 

Power as Domination--Poststructuralist 

Approaches 

Toby Beauchamp Going Stealth: Transgender 

Politics and U.S. Surveillance Practices 

(excerpt)  

 Sandra Bartky, “Foucault, Femininity, and 

the Modernization Power of Patriarchal 

Power” Writing Workshop-Outline of Final 

Paper Due 

Tuesday, July 16, 

2019 

Power  Film Discussion 

Wednesday, July 17, 

2019 

Power as Domination-Identity Kimberle Crenshaw “Mapping the Margins: 

Intersectionality, Identity Politics, and 

Violence against Women of Color”  

Thursday, July 18, 

2019 

Power as a Resource Susan Okin Justice, Gender, and the Family 

(excerpts)  

Monday, July 22, 

2019 

Power as Empowerment Hannah Arendt-On Violence (excerpts) 

Mary Caputi “Women’s empowerment and 

the need for Critical Theory”  
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SECTION 3: JUSTICE 

Day Topic Required Reading and Assignments 

Tuesday, July 23, 

2019 

Justice Sara Ahmed excerpts on complaint  

Wednesday, July 24, 

2019 

Justice Alyson Cole The Cult of True Victimhood 

Chapters 1 & 2  

Thursday, July 25, 

2019 

Justice Alyson Cole The Cult of True Victimhood 

Chapters 3 & 4 

Monday July 29, 2019 Justice Alyson Cole The Cult of True Victimhood 

Chapters 5-Epilogue Writing Workshop-

Rough Draft of Final Paper Due 

Tuesday, July 30, 

2019 

Justice MacKinnon Are Women Human Chapters 

11,18 &19 

Wednesday, July 31, 

2019 

Justice MacKinnon Are Women Human Chapters 

22 & 25 

Thursday, August 1, 

2019 

Research Paper Symposium Please come prepared to discuss your paper 

Monday August 5, 

2019 

 Final Paper Due by 6pm 

 

Depending on our discussions, I may make minor changes to the syllabus as we progress across the semester.  
 

 
 


