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Philosophical Ethics (PHIL 3000 L11) 
Fordham University, Summer 2019 

 

 
 
Class Meeting Times: T/W/R 1:00-4:00 PM 
Location: Lowenstein TBD 
Instructor: Ela Tokay 
Email: etokay@fordham.edu 
Office: TBA 
Office Hours: Tuesday 12:00-1:00 PM, Wednesday 12:00-1:00 PM, or by appointment 
 
 
In this course, we will explore the three main approaches to normative ethics: consequentialism, deontology, and 
virtue ethics. We will examine texts written by the canonical representatives of these approaches as well as 
contemporary applications of them to present day issues. With a solid foundation in these major theories, we will 
proceed to consider ethical frameworks such as the ethics of care and environmental ethics. Throughout the 
semester, our considerations will be guided by questions about how we ought to live, act, and understand our moral 
obligations to both humans and nonhumans alike. 
 

 
 

Student Learning Outcomes 
 
Students that master the material in this course will: 
 

 Be familiar with major philosophical concepts and ideas relating to ethics  

 Be able to identify key arguments from philosophical texts 

 Be able to construct, defend, and critique philosophical arguments 

 

Required Texts* 

- Aristotle, The Nicomachean Ethics, translated by David Ross (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2009). 
ISBN: 978-0-19-921361-0 
 

- Immanuel Kant, Grounding of the Metaphysics of Morals, translated by Mary Gregor and Jens Timmermann 
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2012). 
ISBN: 978-1-107-40106-8 
 

- John Stuart Mill, Utilitarianism and the 1868 Speech on Capital Punishment (Indianapolis: Hackett Publishing 
Company, 2001). 
ISBN-13: 978-0-87220-605-2 

*You must bring the assigned text to each class meeting. If the assigned reading is on 
Blackboard, you are responsible for printing out a copy and bringing it to class. Failure to come to 
class prepared will result in a deduction from your participation grade.  

 

mailto:ela.tokay@mville.edu
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Course Requirements 

 
Final grades will be based on your performance in the following areas: 

Participation 15% 

Discussion Questions 10% 

Mid-Term Exam 20% 

Paper #1 15% 

Paper #2 20% 

Final Exam 20% 

Participation (15%) In addition to being present in class, you are required to participate in class discussions. 
Sufficient participation includes asking thoughtful questions and sharing relevant ideas and observations. In order to 
meaningfully participate in discussions, it is imperative that you complete the readings in time for each class 
meeting.  

Discussion Questions (10%): Students are required to submit 10 discussion questions throughout the semester. 
These questions must be posted to Blackboard using the Journal feature before the start of class at 1:00 PM 
and should relate to the reading to be discussed in class. Late questions or questions submitted via email will 
not be accepted. The classes/readings for which you submit questions are entirely up to you.  
 
Questions should not simply concern factual curiosities that arise while you read the text nor should they be 
answerable by using a simple internet search (see below for examples of proper and improper questions). Instead, 
they should demonstrate careful consideration of the assigned readings. As you read the texts closely, some parts 
may be confusing or you might not always understand how authors reach philosophical conclusions. These are the 
kinds of difficulties that should motivate your questions. Only 2 questions are allowed for each class meeting 
(i.e., you may not post 10 questions for a single class period). 
 
Discussion Question Examples:  

 Improper Questions: What year was Aristotle born? What is utilitarianism?  
 

 Proper Question: On page 23, Aristotle states that children cannot attain happiness. This claim, however, 
seems to contradict our everyday experience that children are typically very happy. What does Aristotle 
mean by this claim and what is his reasoning? 

 
Mid-Term Exam (20%): A Mid-Term Exam will cover material from the first-half of the course. The format of 
the exam will be discussed in class. 
 
Papers (Paper #1: 15%; Paper #2: 20%): You will be required to write two five-page doubled spaced papers over 
the course of the semester, the details of which will be discussed on a later date. Papers should be word documents, 
12-point, Times New Roman font, and should have page numbers and standard margins. They will be graded 
anonymously and should be submitted through Safe Assign. If papers are submitted late or fail to adhere to the 
guidelines I have stipulated, I reserve the right to deduct points. You are encouraged to meet with me at any stage 
during the paper writing process and to utilize Fordham’s Writing Center to help you draft and/or revise your 
papers.  
 
Final Exam (20%): A Final Exam will cover material from the second-half of the course.  
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Final Grades 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Attendance 

Students are expected to be present and on time for every class meeting. You may incur 1 unexcused absence 
with no penalty. For each additional missed class without a Dean-approved excuse, you will lose one percentage 
point from your final grade. If you arrive late, please make sure to check in with me after class to verify that 
your presence has been recorded. Frequent tardiness will not be tolerated and will result in a deduction of points 
from the participation grade. 

Note: University policy states that a student is allowed a maximum of 4 excused and unexcused absences combined. 
Any number that exceeds this automatically results in a failing grade.  

 
 
Classroom Etiquette 
 
While enthusiasm during class discussions is appreciated, please be mindful of the way you interact with classmates, 
particularly those who may disagree with you. Strive to use respectful, inclusive, and thoughtful language at all times. 
 

 
 

Technology Policy 
 
The use of laptops, cell phones, and other electronic devices is prohibited during class meetings. Violation 
of this policy will result in a deduction from your participation grade. You are expected to bring hard copies of the 
readings to each class meeting. If you have a legitimate reason for needing such a device, please consult with me as 
early in the semester as possible. 

 
 
 
 
 

Letter 
Grade 

Numerical 
Equivalent 

Grade Description 

A 93-100% Excellent. Honors-level work, outstanding. 

A- 90-93% Still excellent. 

B+ 87-90% Very Good. High level of performance. 

B 83-87% Good. Solid and above average level of performance. 

B- 80-83% Good. Above average. 

C+ 77-80% Better than satisfactory. 

C 73-77% Satisfactory. Acceptable level of performance. 

C- 70-73% Minimally Acceptable. 

D 60-70% Passing but unsatisfactory. Below the average level 
expected. The lowest passing grade. 

F 0-60% Failure. Inferior performance. 
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Disability Services 

 
Under the Americans with Disabilities Act and Section 504 of the Vocational Rehabilitation Act of 1973, all 
students, with or without disabilities, are entitled to equal access to the programs and activities of Fordham 
University. If you believe that you have a disabling condition that may interfere with your ability to participate in the 
activities, coursework, or assessment of the object of this course, you may be entitled to accommodations. Please 
schedule an appointment to speak with someone at the office of Disability Serves (Rose Hill - O'Hare Hall, Lower 
Level, x0655 or at Lincoln Center - Room 207, x6282).  

 

Academic Integrity 

Fordham University is dedicated to academic excellence and student-centred education. The University expects all 
members of its community to act with honesty and integrity, particularly when it comes to their academic work. 
Academic honesty respects the intellectual and creative work of others and is essential if true learning is to take 
place. Examples of academic dishonesty include but are not limited to the following: all acts of cheating on 
assignments or examinations, facilitating other students’ cheating, plagiarism, fabrication of data (including the use 
of false citations), and improper use of Internet sites and resources. 
 
Any violation of this policy may result in sanctions from the instructor or from the University. For more 
information, see: Fordham University Undergraduate Handbook or visit the website: 
https://www.fordham.edu/info/25380/undergraduate_academic_integrity_policy 

 
 

Reporting Policy 

 
As a faculty member, I am a mandatory reporter and am required to contact and provide information to the proper 
channels if I learn you have been sexually harassed (verbally or physically), sexually assaulted/raped, stalked, had 
domestic violence or dating violence occur in a relationship, or been a victim/survivor of any behavior prohibited 
by the University’s Sexual Misconduct Policy and Procedures. Once reported, the University will promptly seek to 
properly support any student and make efforts to stop the discrimination, prevent it from recurring, and remedy its 
effects. If you are a victim of a crime, you are strongly encouraged to contact Public Safety (717-817-2222), the 
Dean of Students (Christopher Rodgers—deanrodgers@fordham.edu, 718-817-4755), and/or the Title IX 
Coordinator (Kareem Peat—kpeat@fordham.edu, 718-817-3112). If you wish to talk to someone who can 
guaruntee confidentially, you may contact clinical counselers in Psychological & Counseling Services (718-817-
3725), pastoral counselors in Campus Ministry (718-817-4500), and medical service providers in University Health 
Services (718-817-4160). The Student CARE Brochure can provide you with on and off-campus resources for 
support and more information, and you can also visit www.fordham.edu/care or 
www.fordham.edu/sexualmisconduct for more information. 

 

 
 
Email 
 
If you have any questions or concerns in connection with this course, do not hesitate to contact me. The best way 
to reach me outside of office hours is by email: etokay@fordham.edu. Please allow 24 hours for a response. 

Questions? Please ask! I look forward to getting to know you this semester!   

mailto:Rodgers—deanrodgers@fordham.edu
mailto:Peat—kpeat@fordham.edu
http://www.fordham.edu/care
http://www.fordham.edu/sexualmisconduct
mailto:etokay@fordham.edu
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Reading Schedule* 

 
*Readings and assignments are subject to change at the discretion of the Instructor 

Tues. May 28th   Introduction and Syllabus  

Read: James Rachels, “The Challenge of Cultural Relativism” (Blackboard)  

Wed. May 29th   Read: John Stuart Mill, Utilitarianism, Chapters 1-2 

*In Class: Watch The Good Place “Category 55 Emergency Doomsday Crisis” 
*Distribution of prompt for Paper #1 and discussion on paper writing  

Thurs. May 30th   Read: Peter Singer, “Famine, Affluence, and Morality” (Blackboard) 
*In-Class: Watch The Twilight Zone “Cradle of Darkness” 

Tues. June 4th   Read: Immanuel Kant, Groundwork of the Metaphysics of Morals, Section I, Section II (pp. 21-37) 

*In Class: Watch Friends “The One Where Phoebe Hates PBS” 

Wed. June 5th   Read: Immanuel Kant, Groundwork of the Metaphysics of Morals, Section II (pp. 37-55) 

*In-Class Activity: Carol Hay, “A Feminist Kant” (Blackboard) 
First Paper Due 

 

Thurs. June 6th   Read: Rae Langton, “Duty and Desolation: Maria von Herbert’s Challenge to Kant” 
(Blackboard) 
*In-Class: Watch The Good Place “The Trolley Problem” 

 

Tues. June 11th   Mid-Term Exam 

Wed. June 12th  Read: Aristotle, Nicomachean Ethics, Book I.1-5, 7-10, 13, Book II (skip ch.8) 

*In-Class: NYT The Ethicist Activity: “I Quit Watching Football Because it Harms Players. 

Can I Still Keep Up With My Team?” 

Thurs. June 13th   Read: Aristotle, Nicomachean Ethics, Book VI. I, 5, 13 

*In-Class: Watch Selections from Groundhog Day 

* Distribution of Prompt for Paper #2 

 

Tues. June 18th   Read: Aristotle, Nicomachean Ethics, Book VIII.1-4; Book IX.3-4, 8 

Read: Brian Treanor, “Narrative Environmental Virtue Ethics” from Emplotting Virtue: A 
Narrative Approach to Environmental Virtue Ethics 

 

Wed. June 19th   Read: Virginia Held, “The Ethics of Care” (Blackboard) 
*In-Class: NYT The Ethicist Activity: “What Do I Owe My Severely Disabled Parents?” 

Thurs. June 20th   Read: Aldo Leopold, “The Land Ethic” (Blackboard) 
*In-Class: Watch This Changes Everything or Climate Change: The Facts 
 

Tues. June 25th   Read: Murray Bookchin, “What is Social Ecology?” (Blackboard) 
Read: Heather Davis and Zoe Todd, “On the Importance of a Date, or Decolonizing the 
Anthropocene” (Blackboard) 
Second Paper Due 

 

Wed. June 26th   Read: Hans Jonas, “The Altered Nature of Human Action” (Blackboard) 
*In-Class: Watch portions of Black Mirror “Black Museum” 

Thurs. June 27th   Final Exam 


