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Red State, Blue State: 

Lawyers, Politics and Moral Counseling 

 

Continuing Legal Education 
This video/text program is accredited by the New York State CLE Board for experienced 
attorneys to earn one (1) nontransitional, ethics and professionalism credit hour. 
Delivered in a nontraditional format, the program consists of the following. 

1. A film entitled Red State/Blue State: Lawyers, Politics & Moral Counseling, 
available at law.fordham.edu/redstatebluestate 

2. A Viewer's Manual, available at law.fordham.edu/redstatebluestate 

3. An article written by Fordham Law Professor Pearce, “The Legal Profession as 
a Blue State: Reflections on Public Philosophy, Jurisprudence, and Legal 
Ethics,” Fordham Law Review, Vol. 75, p. 1339, 2006; Fordham Law Legal 
Studies Research Paper No. 988196; review the article at 
ssrn.com/abstract=988196 

4. A 20-question verification quiz on the materials (the quiz follows) 

Requirements: 
To earn the CLE credit, the participating attorney must score at least 80% on the  
20-question verification quiz. Attorneys may take this quiz only once. 

Please complete and return this verification quiz and registration form with your check 
for the CLE registration fee (see payment options on registration form) to: 

• Mail: Fordham Law School 
 Office of Public Programming & CLE 
 140 West 62nd Street 
 New York, NY 10023 

• Fax: 212-636-6984 

Registration Fee:   
$35 for practitioners ($25 for public interest attorneys and Fordham Alumni) 

Information: 
cle@law.fordham.edu 

http://law.fordham.edu/redstatebluestate
http://law.fordham.edu/redstatebluestate
http://ssrn.com/abstract=988196
mailto:cle@law.fordham.edu
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Registration Form 

This video/text progr Your Information:

NAME	

AFFILIATION	

ADDRESS	

CITY,	STATE,	ZIP	

PHONE/FAX	

E-MAIL	

This	video/text	program	has	been	approved	in	accordance	with	the	requirements	
of the New	York	State	CLE	Board	for	1	nontransitional,	ethics	and	professionalism	
credit	hour.

Fee:
Please	indicate	the	applicable	fee.

	 	 $35,	standard	rate

	 	 $25,	reduced	rate	for	Fordham	Law	alumni	and	public	interest	attorneys

	 	 	 For the reduced rate, please provide the applicable information below.

	 	 	 YOUR	FORDHAM	LAW	GRADUATION	YEAR	 	

	 	 	 YOUR	PUBLIC	INTEREST	EMPLOYER	 	

TOTAL	FEE	

Payment Method:

	 	 Check	enclosed	(made	payable	to	Fordham	Law	School)

	 	 Visa	 MasterCard	 American	Express

CARD	NUMBER/EXP.	DATE	

CARDHOLDER’S	NAME	

CARDHOLDER’S	SIGNATURE/DATE	

After	completing	this	registration	form,	please	submit	it	along	with	your	completed	quiz,	to:
Fordham	Law	School
Office	of	Public	Programming	&	CLE
140	West	62nd	Street,	Room	05B
New	York,	NY	10023
Fax:	212.636.6984	
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Verification Quiz 

1.  Rule 2.1 does the following: 

A. It prohibits lawyers from advising clients on moral issues 
relating to the representation 

B. It permits lawyers to advise clients on moral issues relating  
to the representation 

C. It requires lawyers to advise clients on moral issues relating  
to the representation 

D. None of the above 

2.  Rule 2.1: 

A. Does not apply to criminal matters 

B. Does not apply to civil litigation matters 

C. Only applies to civil transactions 

D. None of the above 

The following information relates to questions 3–5. The film and article describe a 
Tennessee Supreme Court Board of Professional Responsibility opinion regarding  

a lawyer who believed abortion was murder and who was appointed to represent a 

teenage girl seeking court permission for an abortion without informing her parents. 

3.  The Opinion held that professional standards required the lawyer  
to continue with the representation despite his personal views. 

A. True 

B. False 

4.  The Opinion held that professional standards permitted the lawyer  

to advise the client on alternatives to abortion. 

A. True 

B. False 

5.  The Opinion is consistent with Rule 2.1. 

A. True 

B. False  
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6.  According to the Article, most 19th century lawyers considered 
themselves: 

A. America’s leadership class 

B. Hired guns for their clients 

C. Both A & B 

D. Neither A nor B 

7.  According to the Article, since the 1960s, most lawyers have: 

A. Increased their commitment to the public good in  
client representation 

B. Maintained the same commitment to the public good in  
client representation 

C. Decreased their commitment to the public good in  
client representation 

8.  According to the film and the Article, most lawyers today consider 

themselves: 

A. America’s leadership class 

B. Extreme partisans for their clients 

C. Both A & B 

D. Neither A nor B 

9.  According to the film and the Article, the role of the lawyer as extreme 

partisan for the client includes which of the following: 

A. A strong commitment to the public good 

B. The absence of moral accountability for the client’s goals 

C. The presence of moral accountability for the client’s goals 

D. An obligation to advise the client on moral issues 
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10.  According to the film, the rationale for lawyers’ serving as an extreme 
partisan for clients is: 

A. To maximize lawyers’ profits 

B. To follow the requirements of the Rules of Professional Conduct 

C. To maximize the individual freedom of clients 

D. To fulfill lawyers’ obligation to the public good 

11.  Which of the following is not one of the arguments in the film for 
excluding moral counseling: 

A. Lawyers have no moral expertise on moral issues 

B. Moral conversation is a conversation stopper 

C. It violates the role of lawyer as extreme partisan 

D. It violates the client’s constitutional rights 

12.  Which of the following is not one of the arguments in the film for 

including moral counseling: 

A. It permits lawyers to integrate their personal and  
professional lives 

B. The rules require it 

C. Lawyers have special expertise on moral questions 

D. Legal advice is never neutral on moral questions 

13.  According to the film, studies have found that lawyers have 
significantly higher rates of substance abuse and anxiety related 
mental illness than other professions. 

A. True 

B. False 
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14.  Lawyers are: 

A. More politically liberal than the public 

B. As politically liberal as the public 

C. More politically conservative than the public 

15.  Law professors are: 

A. More politically liberal than the public 

B. As politically liberal as the public 

C. More politically conservative than the public 

16.  During law school, law students’ political views: 

A. Become more politically liberal 

B. Do not change 

C. Become less politically liberal 

17.  According to the film, the extreme partisanship role for lawyers and 

philosophical liberalism share in common all of the following except: 

A. Seeking to maximize individual freedom 

B. Seeking to prevent people from imposing their moral values 
upon others 

C. Excluding moral values from the public sphere 

D. Promoting redistribution of wealth to the less fortunate 

18. Some commentators in the film connect corporate scandals and fiscal 
crises to lawyer counseling that helps clients figure out what they can  

get away with and ignores obligations to the spirit of the law and the 
public good.  

A. True 

B. False 
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19.  The student narrator argues that “You can incorporate your morals 
into your work, and more importantly, you should in order to serve 
your clients effectively and enjoy your work.” 

A. True 

B. False 

20.  The Article suggests that to fulfill their leadership role in society 
lawyers should: 

A. Engage in moral dialogue with their clients 

B. Help Americans respectfully discuss political differences 

C. Both A and B 

D. Neither A nor B 
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