
 
 

Human Physiology Lecture (BISC3132) Syllabus 

 

Summer 2020 Session I 

Instructor: Usha Sankar, Ph.D. 

Email: usankar@fordham.edu 

Rose Hill Office: Keating Hall, Room 302 

Office Hours: Lunchtime right after lecture, or by appointment 

 

Class Schedule:  

Lecture:  Tuesday 9:00AM to 12:00 Noon 

     Wednesday 9:00AM to 12:00 Noon 

     Thursday 9:00AM to 12:00 Noon  

 

Required Textbook:  Check with Instructor/Bookstore Vander’s Human Physiology:  The Mechanism 

of Body Function.  

With Connect 15th edition.  2019 (ISBN: 978-1-259-90388-5) 

 
 I recommend getting the e-book with Connect. You can get this from McGraw Hill. Once you get the access to 

Connect, you just enter it in the class website and you will be able to access homework.  Keep checking this 
website as all homework will be posted here. McGraw Hill Connect also offers a 2-week courtesy registration 
that allows you to test it out.  

 

Grading: 

 Lecture Course:   

   Quizzes     100 points 

   3exams @ 100 pts each:                           300 points 

   Final exam:                                               200 points 

   TOTAL:    600points 

 

Lecture exams will cover topics discussed in class.  You should utilize the relevant chapters of the text to 

strengthen your understanding of what we cover in the lectures. You will be assigned reading for every 

lecture and will be expected to read the relevant chapters before class. There will be pre-class quizzes to 

help you prepare for the lectures. Since this is a very short course and there is a lot of material to cover, 

you will find that reading the book chapters and following up with questions and discussions in class will 

help you stay on top of the material. Exams will include multiple choice, short answer AND essay 

questions which will challenge you to integrate and apply what you have learned in class. Thus 

reading of the text and any related outside sources will only enhance your base of knowledge from which 

you can draw to answer essay questions. The final exam will be cumulative. You are responsible for 

being aware of the requirements. Please go over the syllabus thoroughly and make sure you are 

clear about all expectations. THERE IS ZERO TOLERANCE FOR CHEATING AND PLAGIARISM! 
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Attendance 

Since this is a summer class, please make sure you arrive on time and maintain attendance! You are 

required to attend all lectures and laboratory exercises. This is a very fast paced and information-dense 

course and you will need to keep up with the reading and the homework. I value Fordham’s Code of 

Conduct as spelled out in the student handbook for the integrity it fosters. All exams and assignments in 

this course are to be completed in accordance with said Code.  

Ten points will be deducted from the course total for each laboratory period not attended. If you 

are absent from an exam, you will receive a grade of 0 for that exam;  you can take a make-up 

exam if a letter from a physician is presented stating that you were too ill to attend class on the day 

of the exam. 

The course grade is straight-forward and not curved. The course grades are assigned as follows: A: 93-

100; A-: 90-92; B+: 87-89; B: 83-86; B-: 80-82; C+: 77-79; C: 73-76; C-: 70-72; D: 60-69; F: below 60. 

Effort and participation are considered in borderline cases. 

Connect Homework: I will assign reading for every lecture and completing the reading before the 

lecture will help you in understanding the concepts we go over in class. There will be homework quizzes 

based on the reading for the class and those will be on McGraw Hill Connect class website which you 

will be able to access it after you have registered for it. I strongly encourage you to bring any questions 

you might have after reading the chapters to class. Active participation in class will enhance your learning 

and understanding. It has been shown that the more you participate in class the better your retention and 

recall of the material. Do keep checking the Connect website for homework. They will always be due 

before class. You are allowed 2 extensions for the homework deadline. After the 2 free extensions, there 

will be a 10% penalty for late submission. Please get the homework done as early as possible to avoid any 

technical issues that might arise at the last minute. 

 

Polleverywhere polling method: Studies show that frequent quizzing and recall attempts help in long 

term retention. I will be using polleverywhere polling method for in-class quizzes. These are fun and 

engaging quizzes and free for the students to participate. There will be a quiz at the beginning of every 

lecture based on the reading assignment for the class. Everyone is expected to participate in the quizzes 

and the quiz is part of your total grade. All you have to do is go to polleverywhere.com and register to 

participate in my polls. My presenter name is USHASANKAR691. You should register with your name 

and Fordham ID and choose a username. The class will able to see the overall results from the poll but 

the individual responses will only be visible to me and you. Make sure you are registered before the 

first class. Once you are registered, all you need is a phone, laptop, or a tablet to respond to in class 

quizzes. To make sure that you don’t miss out on these quizzes, please arrive on time for the class and 

have the app or website open at the beginning of the class. 

 

Disability 

Under the Americans with Disabilities Act and Section 504 of the Vocational Rehabilitation Act of 1973, 

all students, with or without disabilities, are entitled to equal access to the programs and activities of 

Fordham University.  If you believe that you have a disabling condition that may interfere with your 

ability to participate in the activities, coursework, or assessment of the object of this course, you may be 

entitled to accommodations.  Please schedule an appointment to speak with someone at the Office of 

Disability Services (Rose Hill - O’Hare Hall, Lower Level, x0655). 

 



 

The Office of Disability Services (ODS), works with students, faculty, and staff to ensure appropriate 

services for students with disabilities. Fordham University will make reasonable accommodations, and 

provide auxiliary aides and services to assist otherwise qualified students who self-identify as having a 

disability in achieving equal access to its programs, services, and facilities.  

 

It is essential that students who ask for accommodations have registered with the Office of Disability 

Services. Until a student self-identifies as having a disability and presents an academic accommodation 

letter written by ODS on ODS letterhead, faculty are not allowed to provide any academic 

accommodations to that student.  

 

Schedule 

 

Date Day Lec # Lecture 

05/26 Tues 1  Introduction & Homeostasis 

05/27 Wed 2 & 3 Membrane Dynamics & Cell-Cell Communication 

05/28 Thurs 4 & 5  Endocrine System I & II 

06/02 Tues 6  EXAM I & Nervous System I 

06/03 Wed 7 &8 Nervous System II & III 

06/04 Thurs 9 & 10  Nervous System IV & Muscular System I 

06/09 Tues 11   EXAM II & Muscular System II   

06/10 Wed 12 &13  Cardiovascular System I & II   

06/11 Thurs 14 &15 Cardiovascular System III & Respiratory System I 

06/16 Tues 16  EXAM III Respiratory system II  

06/17 Wed 17 & 18  Kidneys & Fluid and Electrolyte Balance   

06/18 Thurs 19 & 20 Digestive System & Metabolism and Energy balance 

06/23 Tues 21 Immune System 

06/24 Wed  Review  

06/25 Thurs  FINAL EXAM 

 

 

 


