
Fordham University, Department of Modern Languages and Literatures 

Intermediate French I (FREN 1501) Summer Session 1 2020 

 

Professor: Dr. Jenny Meyer    Office: n/a 

 

Email: jmeyer15@fordham.edu   Office Hours: TWR 12:00-12:30 

 

Required Texts:  

Encore, (2nd Ed.). Wong et al. (Cengage, 2020)   

Online access to Mindtap: http://www.cengage.com 
Compact Oxford-Hachette French Dictionary (Oxford University Press, 2013) 

 

You are REQUIRED to buy the paper-version of Encore 

You can buy one in the bookstore or from the publisher or rent one with Cengage Unlimited 

 

Advised  
Bescherelle: Complete Guide to Conjugating 12000 French Verbs (English Edition) (1995)  

 

Course Description and Objectives 

This intermediate-level course will allow you to deepen your understanding of French language and of 

French and francophone cultures by mastering a fuller range of structures, vocabulary, and cultural and 

literary knowledge. By the end of the semester, you will be able to both speak and write about a variety of 

cultural, societal, and literary subjects using increasingly sophisticated vocabulary and structures. This 

class will prepare you to successfully tackle more advanced courses including specialized literature and 

civilization courses. Class will be conducted exclusively in French. 

 

Please keep in mind that learning a language is learning how to DO something and therefore takes 

diligent practice. Like learning an instrument or a sport, language mastery takes daily practice and can’t 

be done during a late-night cram session. You will therefore be expected to devote at least one hour to 

French every night, whether that is homework, watching films, listening to music, or reading.   

Grading 

Class participation   10% 

Homework     10%  

Compositions (4 with revisions)  20% 

Exams (3)    20%  

Contrôles    10% 

Entretien oral    10% 

Final Exam    20% 

 

Course Requirements 

1. Attendance and Participation. This is an active language class and your presence and participation 

are of the utmost importance. Your participation grade does not depend on your simply being present 

in class. A good participation grade depends on having all of your assignments completed before 

class, bringing your book, participating (in French!) to the best of your ability, and making a real 

effort to improve.  

No computers or phones will be allowed in class. You are also expected to remain in class for the 

entire session. * Please see attached explanation of participation grades. 

Since participation, or “time on task” is a fundamental part of the learning process, it is a part of your 

grade. When you are not in class, whatever the reason, you are missing essential time in French. This 

missed time has negative consequences on your progress and on your grade.  



 

Your attendance is essential. There are no excused or unexcused absences - just absences - of which 

you will be allowed FIVE during the semester. Three tardies = one absence. 

After FIVE absences (excused or unexcused), your participation grade will be ZERO. 

SEVEN or more absences will result in an F for the course. 

If you find that an illness or family emergency will cause you to miss many more classes than 

allowed, please speak with your Instructor and Class Dean about arranging a withdrawal from the 

course.  

 

2. Homework. There will be regular assignments online on Mindtap. Certain assignments are graded by 

the system while others require your instructor’s feedback, which you will need to go back and read 

in order to benefit.  Your homework grade is not based on how many answers you get correct on the 

first try but on the effort that you put in. You can redo the exercises in order to understand the correct 

answer. Mistakes are a part of learning and the online site is structured so that you learn from your 

mistakes.  

 

You will notice that homework is assigned every class session. You should work on these exercises in a 

regular manner and not complete all of them the night before class. Ideally, you should be working on 

French EVERYDAY. Do two or three exercises each night in preparation for the next class. 

Homework is due before the date and time mentioned on the site. Late homework will be accepted at the 

professor’s discretion.  

 

3. Compositions. You will write four compositions over the course of the semester. The compositions 

are due at the beginning of class on the date listed on the syllabus and may be either typed or 

handwritten but must be double-spaced and stapled with the word count noted at the end. 

Compositions that do no respect this format will not be accepted. No late essays will be accepted.   

 

The first essay is to be a minimum of 150 words, the second and third 200 and the fourth 250. I will 

provide you with the essay topic at least one and a half weeks before the due date. 

 

The best way to improve your writing skills in any language is to take a process approach to writing, 

which is what we will do in this class. When you turn in the first draft of your paper, I will read it and 

mark all errors. I will not give you the correct form, however, but ask you instead to correct your 

essay in accordance with my marks and comments. The rewrite of each essay will be due one week 

after I hand back the first drafts. Your final grade will be an average of the two grades. Not rewriting 

your essay will result in a ZERO for the final essay grade.   

 

**** IMPORTANT**** 

The essays are a chance for you to find out exactly where your strengths and weaknesses lie in 

French. Your essays, therefore, must be strictly your own work. You may not ask a French-speaking 

friend, family member, or acquaintance to proofread and correct your essay before turning it in – not 

only will you lose out on a chance to show yourself and me what you are capable of, but this at best a 

form of cheating and at worse, plagiarism. In addition, you may not use Internet translators for your 

essays, such as Google translate, etc. even for a short phrase or verb tense. You are encouraged to use 

good, large dictionaries and your book, which is full of useful phrases, when writing your 

compositions. 

Cheating or plagiarism will not be tolerated. Students found in violation of Fordham’s policy on 

academic integrity will receive in a ZERO for the assignment. Any violations will be 

immediately reported to the Dean.  

 



4. Contrôles. You will have periodic 10-minute contrôles over the course of the semester in addition to 

chapter exams and a cumulative final exam. The goal of these contrôles is to verify your mastery of 

one or two specific grammar topics. If you are late to class or absent, you will miss the contrôle. 

No make-up contrôles will be given.  

 
5. Exams. You will have three exams over the course of the semester in addition to a cumulative Final 

exam. You will take the exams in class on the days indicated on the syllabus. There will be sections 

on oral comprehension, reading comprehension, grammar, and a composition. Please arrive early on 

test days because each test will begin with the oral comprehension section. If you arrive late, you will 

miss the reading necessary for the completion of this section. No late readings will be administered. 

No make-up tests will be given.  

 
6. Final Exam. The final exam will be cumulative and will take place on Monday, May 4th. The oral 

comprehension section of the final exam will be given on the last day of class.  

 
7. Entretien oral and Pause café. Oral interviews or entretiens will take place during the second half of 

the semester. With a partner, you will discuss topics of everyday life in accordance with the themes 

and grammar points of the semester. Early in the semester, you will receive a detailed grading rubric 

and list of expectations for the exam. 

 

In order to enhance your oral comprehension and expression, you will be required to complete 

THREE sessions of conversation practice throughout the semester: two before Spring break and 

one after. This preparation will comprise 20% of your oral exam grade. You can complete this 

practice either by attending Pause-Café or by speaking with one of the student or professional tutors. 

You may also replace one Pause-Café attendance by attending French events on campus or in the city 

– which you will then discuss with your professor.  

 

8. Tutors. Soon after the beginning of the semester, you will receive the official schedule for tutors, a 

free service offered by the Department of Modern Languages and Literatures. If you feel like you are 

falling behind, tutors can help you! Tutors can help you go over grammar items you did not quite 

understand the first time, review graded homework, work on assignments, or practice for the oral 

exam. Tutors won’t do your homework, and they certainly will not write your compositions, but they 

can help you understand your homework assignments. Tutors are located on the 5 th floor of Faber 

Hall, room 568 or in the Language Tutoring Office in Lowenstein 4 th floor. 

 

As a reminder, Fordham’s official grading policy is as follows: 

A   4.0: Excellent. Honors-level work   94 - 100 

A-  3.7: Still excellent     90 - 93.99 

B+  3.3: Very good. High level of performance  87 - 89.99 

B  3.0: Good, solid and above average performance  83 - 86.99 

B-  2.7: Good. Still above average    80 - 82.99 

C+  2.3: Average level of performance   77 - 79.99 

C  2.0: Satisfactory, acceptable performance  73 - 76.99 

C-  1.7: Minimally acceptable    70 - 72.99 

D  1.0: Passing, but unsatisfactory    60 - 69.99 

F  0.0: Failure. Inferior performance   00 - 59.99 
*Criteria for class participation 
  

A Excellent (90-100) 

1. Always present in class. 

2. Always on time. 



3. Student does not leave the class. 

4. Student does not use the phone or text. 

5. Student speaks only in French (both with the instructor and classmates) 

6. Student participates actively and enthusiastically. 

7. Student volunteers on a daily basis (not just answers when asked) 

8. Student is always ready (prepares ALL homework, reads texts assigned etc.) 

9. Student helps and cooperates with other students. 

10. Student listens when other students talk. 

  

B Good (80-89) 

1. Always present in class. 

2. Always on time. 

3. Student does not leave the class. 

4. Student does not use the phone or text. 

5. Student speaks mostly in French (both with the instructor and classmates) 

6. Student participates actively and enthusiastically. 

7. Student volunteers often (not just answers when asked) 

8. Student is almost always ready (prepares homework, reads texts assigned etc.) 

9. Student cooperates with other students. 

10. Student listens when other students talk. 

  

C Fair (70-79) 

1. Almost always present in class (two to three unexcused absences) 

2. Always on time (one or two minutes late sometimes) 

3. Student does not leave the class  

4. Student does not use the phone or text. 

5. Student speaks sometimes in French (both with the instructor and classmates) 

6. Student participates when asked. 

7. Student answers when asked. 

8. Student is not always ready (prepares PART of the homework) 

9. Student cooperates with other students. 

10. Student listens sometimes when other students talk. 

 

D Unsatisfactory (60-69) 

1. Missed more than the allowed amount of classes (four unexcused absences) 

2. Almost always late (three or five minutes late sometimes) 

3. Student often leaves the class  

4. Student uses the phone or texts. 

5. Student does not try to speak French often (both with the instructor and classmates) 

6. Student participates very little when asked. 

7. Student rarely answers when asked. 

8. Student is not prepared most of the time (prepares PART of the homework) 

9. Student cooperates very little with other students. 

10. Student listens sometimes when other students talk. 

  

F Unacceptable (0-59) 

1. Student often misses classes and arrives late. 

2. Student speaks almost always in English (both to instructor and classmate) 

3. Student is not prepared for class (missing homework) 

4. Student participates reluctantly and with no enthusiasm. 

 

Students with Disabilities: Under the Americans with Disabilities Act and Section 504 of the Vocational 

Rehabilitation Act of 1973, all students, with or without disabilities, are entitled to equal access to the programs and 

activities of Fordham University.  If you believe that you have a disabling condition that may interfere with your 

ability to participate in the activities, coursework, or assessment of the object of this course, you may be entitled to 

accommodations. Please schedule an appointment to speak with someone at the Office of Disability Services (Rose 



Hill - O’Hare Hall, Lower Level, x0655 or at Lincoln Center – Room 207, x6282). If you are a student with a 

documented disability and require academic accommodations, please register with the Office of Disability Services 

for Students (ODS) in order to request academic accommodations for your courses. Please contact the main ODS 

number at 718-817-0655 to arrange services. Accommodations are not retroactive, so you need to register with ODS 

prior to receiving your accommodations. Please see me after class or during office hours if you have questions or 

would like to submit your academic accommodation letter to me if you have previously registered for 

accommodations. 

 

CHOSEN NAME POLICY Some members of the Fordham community are known by a name that is different from 

their legal name. Students who wish to be identified by a chosen name can contact their MLL faculty members via 

email and request their chosen name and pronoun be used. 

 

Fordham policy on sexual misconduct:"As a faculty member, I am a mandatory reporter and am required to contact 

and provide information to Public Safety, to the Dean of Students, and/or to the Title IX Coordinator if I learn you 

have been sexually harassed (verbally or physically), sexually assaulted /raped, stalked, had domestic violence or 

dating violence occur in a relationship, or been a victim / survivor of any behavior prohibited by the University's 

sexual misconduct policy: www.fordham.edu/sexualmisconduct.  Once reported, the University will promptly seek 

to properly support any student and make efforts to stop the discrimination, prevent it from recurring, and remedy its 

effects. There are two confidential places on campus where you can seek support and it will not be "reported": 

counselors in Psychological & Counseling Services and Campus Ministries.  The Student CARE brochure can 

provide you with on and off-campus resources for support and more information: www.fordham.edu/care.  " 

 

Syllabus détaillé: mardi, mercredi et vendredi 

 

Chapitre P : Premières rencontres 

Mardi 26 mai Introduction 

Vocab 1 : Nos amis francophones, 7 

Les expressions idiomatiques avec 

être et avoir 

Le futur proche, 10-11 

Vocab : premières impressions, 15 

Les verbes dont le radical change; la 

préposition depuis, 18-19 

L’impératif, 18-19 

You will have homework 

every night on Mindtap 

Chapitre 1 : Les symboles 

Mercredi 27 mai Vocab 1 : La fleur de lys, 26 

Les verbes irréguliers offrir, plaire, 

soutenir, construire et servir, 30-31 

Les articles définis, indéfinis et 

partitifs, 38-39 

Vocab 2 : Graffiti, tag, tatouages, 

henné, 34Le tatouage des îles 

Marquises : un marqueur d’histoire, 

45 

 

http://www.fordham.edu/sexualmisconduct
http://www.fordham.edu/care


Les verbes pronominaux, 46-47 

Jeudi 28 mai Les symboles culturels 

francophones : Que symbolise la 

Tour Eiffel ?, 43 

Lecture : Calligrammes, 55 

Atelier d’écriture 

 

Mardi 2 juin EXAMEN 1 

Vocab 1 : Les valeurs les plus 

importantes en France depuis 30 

ans, 62 

Les prépositions de lieu et le 

pronom Y, 66-67 

Composition 1 

Chapitre 2 : Les valeurs 

Mercredi 3 juin Vocab 2 : Poser des questions sur 

des valeurs, c’est une bonne idée ?, 

70 

Les adverbes interrogatifs ; 

l’adjectif interrogatif quel et ses 

variations, 74-75 

Les pronoms interrogatifs, 82-83 

 

Chapitre 3 : La famille 

Jeudi 4 juin Vocab 1 : la famille française en 

pleine évolution, 98 

Les adjectifs et les pronoms 

possessifs, 102-103 

Vocab 2 : l’influence de la famille 

sur qui nous sommes, 106 

L’accord et la position des adjectifs 

irréguliers, 110-111 

 

Mardi 9 juin Le passé composé avec avoir et être, 

118-119 

Film : Il a déjà tes yeux (Netflix) 

Composition 2 

Mercredi 10 juin EXAMEN 2 

Vocab 1 : Défense de l’identité 

culturelle, 134 

Les pronoms compléments d’objet 

direct ; le pronom en, 138-139 

 

Chapitre 4 : L’identité 

Jeudi 11 juin Vocab 2 : l’identité personnelle, 142  



Les compléments d’objet indirect au 

présent, au passé composé et à 

l’impératif, 146-147 

Les verbes irréguliers au 

conditionnel, 154-155 

La position des pronoms multiples, 

154-155 

Mardi 16 juin Lecture : Kim Thuy, Ru 

Les cultures francophones : Lalla 

Essaydi, 153 

Le passe composé avec les verbes 

courir, mourir, savoir, conduire, 

connaître, rire, suivre ; les 

expressions de temps, 174-175 

Composition 3 

Mercredi 17 juin L’imparfait et le passé composé, 

190-191 

Film : Fatima (Kanopy) 

 

Jeudi 18 juin Examen 3  

Chapitre 5 : L’amitié 

Mardi 23 juin Vocab 1 : l’amitié, 170 

Vocab 2 : de la camaraderie à 

l’amitié, 178 

La formation et la position des 

adverbes, 182-183 

 

Composition 4 

Mercredi 24 juin Lecture : Mariama Bâ, Une si 

longue lettre, 199-201 

Révisions 

 

Jeudi 25 juin Examen final  

 

 


