
FAQ: Fordham Law School-administered (“FLS”) Summer Fellowships 
 

ELIGIBILITY 

 

May I apply for more than one FLS summer fellowship? 

Yes. You can apply for as many as you qualify for.  

 

May I receive more than one FLS summer fellowship?  

Generally, no. The Law School strives to support the public interest summer work of as many 

students as possible, so generally only one fellowship is offered to each successful applicant. 

Additionally, applicants must report any outside funding expected. If you are awarded outside 

funding after submitting your application, email this update to Leah Horowitz at 

lhorowitz2@law.fordham.edu. 

 

I am a Stein Scholar. May I apply for a FLS summer fellowship?  

Yes. Still, you must report on your application that you will receive a Stein Scholar fellowship, 

which will be considered. Also, the Stein Scholars Program has its own rules about additional 

summer funding; email Aisha Baruni at abaruni@law.fordham.edu to find out more.  

 

I want to do public interest work this summer but I don’t yet have an internship. May I 

still apply for FLS summer fellowships? 

Yes.  Some fellowships require an internship prior to applying, while others do not, and some are 

awarded along with the internship.  See Application: Table of FLS Summer Fellowships, and  

individual FLS Summer Fellowship Descriptions.  Be sure to submit your application prior to the 

deadline, even if you don’t yet have a placement. Regardless, as soon as you have a placement, 

add a letter of commitment to your application (if pre-deadline) or email it to PIRC at 

pirc@law.fordham.edu (if post-deadline).  

 

I will work for a judge this summer. Does that qualify for an FLS summer fellowship? 

No. Search psjd.org for outside funding options.  

 

ACADEMIC CREDIT 

 

May I receive an FLS summer fellowship and academic credit for the same work? 

Yes.  Academic credit for work at off-campus placements must be arranged through and 

approved by the clinical externship program at http://law.fordham.edu/externships which has its 

own curricular and other requirements. 

FELLOWSHIP REQUIREMENTS 

 

How many hours and weeks of work are required of FLS summer fellowship recipients? 

These summer fellowships require 35-40 hours/week for 10 weeks.  
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THE APPLICATION 

 

I already submitted my application but something has changed. What do I do?  

Before the application deadline, return to your online application to amend it. After the deadline, 

email changes to the PIRC office at pirc@law.fordham.edu. But, do note that applications may 

be viewed on a rolling basis (but only after an application has been marked “complete”).  

 

Will applications be viewed before the deadline?  

Maybe (but only after an application has been marked “complete”). With the exception of the 

Venable Foundation Fellowship, applications may be viewed on a rolling basis.  

What should my statement of interest include? 

Your statement of interest should be about you, the work you expect or hope to be doing this 

summer, and the importance of that work (to you, to clients, more generally). It should also 

include past experiences that have demonstrated your commitment to public service work. 

Information about your commitment to future work in the public interest is also helpful.  

 

Should my statement of interest be different for each summer fellowship? 

No, not necessarily. It is fine to include the same statement of interest for all summer fellowship 

applications.  

 

What should the letter of commitment from my summer placement include? 

The letter be from your summer employer and should confirm that you will be working there this 

summer. It should also include duration (number of weeks or start/end date) and hours/week. The 

summer fellowships require 10 weeks of work, 35-40 hours/week.  

 

Can the letter of commitment from my summer placement be in the form of an email?  

Yes, as long as it is clear that it is from the organization/agency and includes the required 

information (detailed above). 

 

When is the deadline to apply? 

The deadline to apply is March 11, 2020 but applications may be reviewed on a rolling basis (but 

only after an application has been marked “complete”). For the Venable Foundation Fellowship, 

the deadline to apply is March 2, 2020.  

 

SELECTION DECISIONS  

 

When will I be notified if I am selected to receive an FLS summer fellowship?  

It depends on the fellowship. While PIRC administers the fellowship applications, a range of 

individuals make the decisions, most decision will be made in March or April, but some as late 

as May or June.  PIRC notifies students as soon as decisions are made.  

 

Who selects the FLS summer fellowship recipients? 

The decision-makers vary by fellowship due to multiple funding sources; some are Law School  

faculty and administrators, while others are alumni and/or donors.  

 

How do I find out about other summer fellowships? 

Go to psjd.org, a great resource! Also take a look at Symplicity and PIRC-Up!  

 

 

Additional questions? Contact Leah Horowitz at lhorowitz2@law.fordham.edu. 
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