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Introduction to Sociology – draft syllabus 
 

SOCI 1100 L11 Prof. Matthew Weinshenker 

Summer Session I 2020 weinshenker@fordham.edu 

TWTh 1:00-4:00 Office Hours by appointment 

Classroom TBD  

  

 

DESCRIPTION 

This course introduces the field of sociology through a survey of theory and research across core 

sociological subfields.  Emphasis is placed on developing a “sociological imagination” – that is, 

on learning to apply a sociological perspective to the world around us, and learning to 

problematize those aspects of society that are often taken for granted. Ultimately, students should 

leave with the ability to view social relations and institutions through the lenses of sociological 

theory, and to use empirical evidence to make informed judgments about the social world. 

Throughout the course, students are encouraged to apply sociological concepts to current events, 

as well as to their own lives, with a view toward understanding how our own circumstances, 

viewpoints, tastes and decisions are shaped by the world around us, and the ways that we, in 

turn, influence our wider environments. 

 

REQUIRED MATERIALS 

Manza, Jeff et al. 2018. The Sociology Project 2.5: Introducing the Sociological Imagination. 

Boston: Pearson.  (Available in ebook and looseleaf formats.  Other editions are 

acceptable, although you are responsible for the material in edition 2.5.) 

 

The other readings on the syllabus will be available on Blackboard.  You must bring all assigned 

readings to class on the days scheduled for discussion.   

 

ASSIGNMENTS AND GRADING 

1. Participation (10%).  Students are expected to participate in class discussion and 

activities.  At the same time, I recognize that some students are more comfortable 

speaking up than others.  I will award full credit for a moderate level of participation.  If 

you hardly ever contribute to class, your course grade will be reduced.  It is possible to 

get extra credit if your participation shows excellent preparation and forethought. 

 

2. Discussion questions (5%).  Multiple times during the semester, you will come to class 

with a question about the day’s readings for the group to discuss.  A schedule of the 

readings for which you are responsible is posted on Blackboard.   

 

What is a good discussion question?  If you think a reading is flawed, ask a critical 

question.  (E.g., “Don’t you think this author was wrong to assume that…?”)  If you think 
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it is exciting, suggest a further question that it inspires you to ask.  If you find it difficult 

to understand, it is perfectly OK to ask for clarification; I appreciate knowing what 

students have difficulty understanding!  Please be prepared to explain the thinking behind 

your question or comment.   

 

3. Short paper (20%).  You will have the choice to either perform a classical sociological 

research project known as a breach experiment, or to read an article and write a critical 

review. 

 

4. “Developing a critical lens” assignment (25%).  In this assignment, you will use 

photography to chronicle sociological concepts in the world around us.  Every student 

will need a digital camera, such as the ones built into smartphones and tablets.  If access 

to a digital camera is a problem, please see me. 

 

5. Four weekly quizzes (5% each). 

 

6. Final exam (20%) 

 

Grading policies 

 To receive a passing grade, you must submit each paper and complete each exam. 

 All assignments must be completed and handed in by the due date shown on the schedule.  

A paper will be penalized one full grade for each class it is late.  The penalties are 

cumulative if an assignment is several classes late. 

 Scheduled exams can be made up on a different date only by prior arrangement with the 

instructor or because of special contingencies such as illness or family emergency. 

 

EXPECTATIONS, PARTICIPATION, AND ATTENDANCE 

You are expected to do the reading by the dates indicated on the attached class schedule and to 

come to class prepared to participate.  Please keep in mind that summer courses pack an entire 

semester’s material into five short weeks.  I have pared the reading list down to a bare minimum.  

Nevertheless, you should expect to put in a lot of effort.  Please budget time for reading and 

writing before each and every class session.  Keeping up with the reading is simply the only way 

to do well in this course.   

 

Please bring each day’s assigned readings to class in hard copy or electronic formats.  You are 

allowed to use a laptop or tablet to access online readings, as long as you follow the course’s 

technology policies.  (Please see the next section.) 

 

Because regular attendance is essential to mastering the material, a role will be taken each day.  

You are allowed two unexcused absences with no questions asked.  For each additional absence, 

two points will be deducted from your final grade.  Being ten or more minutes late three times 

will count as an absence.   Of course, excused absences are allowed as defined by university 
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policy.  It is your responsibility to provide documentation that an absence is excused.  No matter 

the reason for an absence, you are responsible for material from the missed class. 

 

TECHNOLOGY 

You are welcome to use your laptop or tablet device to access course readings and/or take notes 

during class.  However, in order to promote your own learning and to respect that of your fellow 

students, you may not use class time for other activities on the computer, such as checking email, 

instant messaging, surfing the internet, or completing work for another course.  Failure to follow 

this rule may result in the loss of the privilege to bring a laptop or electronic device to class.  

Similarly, cell phones should be silenced and put away during class (this includes texting).  If 

you expect an important phone call or message during class, please let me know ahead of class; 

in such cases, you are welcome to check your phone outside of the classroom. 

 

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY 

Academic integrity is required of all students.  Academic dishonesty includes cheating, 

fabrication, plagiarism, and facilitating dishonesty.  Most plainly, it means that I expect you to 

do your own work!  Violations will result in a formal report being filed with the Department 

Chair and the Dean.  It is also likely to result in a “0” or an “F” on a specific exam or assignment 

– or a failure for the whole course.   Information about academic honesty is available on 

Fordham’s website, and it is your responsibility to read this material and comply fully with it:  

 

HTTP://WWW.FORDHAM.EDU/INFO/24933/UNDERGRADUATE_ACADEMIC_INTEGRITY_POLICY     

 

You are also encouraged to consult me when in doubt about whether something is allowed. 

 

ACCESSIBILTY 

Under the Americans with Disabilities Act and Section 504 of the Vocational Rehabilitation Act 

of 1973, all students, with or without disabilities, are entitled to equal access to the programs and 

activities of Fordham University.  If you believe that you have a disability that may interfere 

with your ability to participate in the activities, coursework, or assessment of the object of this 

course, you may be entitled to accommodations.  Please schedule a meeting to speak with 

someone at the Office of Disability Services (Rose Hill - O’Hare Hall, Lower Level, x0655). 

 

Whether or not you have documented accommodations, your success in this class is important to 

me.  If there are aspects of the course that are not accessible to you, please let me know as soon 

as possible so that we can work together to develop strategies to meet both your needs and the 

requirements of the course.   

  

http://www.fordham.edu/info/24933/undergraduate_academic_integrity_policy
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Introduction to Sociology – schedule (tentative) 
 

You are responsible for doing the reading before class on the listed date.   

 

Tu 5/26 Course introduction  

W 5/27 The sociological imagination Manza, ch. 1 (selected pages) 

Mills, “The Promise” (to top of 11) 

Th 5/28 Social theory Manza, ch. 2 (selected pages) 

Tu 6/2 Studying the social world Manza, ch. 3 (selected pages) 

Best, “Soft Facts” 

W 6/3 Social interaction Manza, ch. 4 (selected pages) 

Additional reading TBD 

Th 6/4 Culture Manza ch. 6 (selected pages) 

MacLeod, “Ain’t No Makin’ It” 

Tu 6/9 Social structure and social 

stratification 

Manza, ch. 5 and ch. 10 (selected pages) 

W 6/10  Race and ethnicity Manza, ch. 11 (selected pages) 

Bonilla-Silva, “The Strange Enigma of 

Race in Contemporary America”  

Short paper due 

Th 6/11  Gender and sexuality Manza, ch. 12 (selected pages) 

Wade, “American Hookup” 

Tu 6/16  Crime, deviance and social control Manza, ch. 17 (selected pages) 

Ferrell, “Urban Graffiti” 

W 6/17  Social movements Manza, ch. 18 (selected pages) 

Williams, “Politicized Evangelicism and 

Secular Elites” 

Th 6/18 Families and family life Manza ch. 13 (selected pages) 

Additional reading TBD 

Tu 6/23 Student choice day Readings TBD 

W 6/24 Student presentations Critical lens assignment due 
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Th 12/12 FINAL EXAM  

 


