
COMC 3375-L11 “Children & Media” EP3 (CRN: 39417) – Summer 2020 
 

Monday/Tuesday/Wednesday/Thursday, 6:00–9:00 p.m. – (online via Zoom) 
 

Lewis Freeman, Ph.D., Senior Lecturer, Dept. of Communication & Media Studies (CMS), Fordham U. 
 

Email: lefreeman@fordham.edu 
 

Office hours: Online after class; also by appointment 
 

CMS Web site: www.fordham.edu/cms CMS Blog: cms.blog.fordham.edu 
 

Follow CMS on: Facebook: www.facebook.com/FordhamCMS & Twitter: www.twitter.com/FordhamCMS 
 

Textbook: Valkenburg, Patti M., & Piotrowski, Jessica Taylor. (2017). Plugged In: How Media Attract and 

Affect Youth. New Haven: Yale University Press. ISBN: 9780300218879 (Hardcover) 

 Available for download through a Creative Commons license at: 

https://yalebooks.yale.edu/sites/default/files/files/Media/9780300228090_UPDF.pdf 
 

 

Additional reading assignments: Library ARes, Web sites, Blackboard: fordham.blackboard.com 
 

THE FIELD OF COMMUNICATION & MEDIA STUDIES 
 We communicate in many ways. By understanding the principles that are common to all forms of communication 

(whether we are speaking, writing, or communicating via electronic media), we can better understand how we communicate 

and variations in the ways that different people communicate. 
 

 Communication is a multidisciplinary academic field that encompasses many different, complementary (and sometimes 

contradictory) perspectives. The history of the discipline can be traced to the first known writings about the ancient study of 

rhetoric thousands of years ago. Communication is one perspective from which to study individuals and groups. 
 

 We live in an environment permeated by mass media. We wake up to phone alarms; check Snapchats, texts, emails, 

newsfeeds, Instagram, and Facebook; listen to personalized radio from our music playlists; communicate with others by 

tweet, blog, FaceTime, and phone conversations; play video games through consoles and digital games on our phones; surf 

the Web and shop online; watch TV and YouTube and go to the movies; and read newspapers, magazines, books, mail, and 

books. We study mass media to help us understand the roles that these media play in how we relate to each other and to our 

environments. 
 

 We differ from scholars in other disciplines not so much in what we study but in how we approach what we are 

studying. As such, the field of communication draws from and contributes to other disciplines such as psychology, 

sociology, anthropology, political science, economics, linguistics, law, and philosophy. Communication scholarship is also 

enhanced by research from mathematics and physical sciences like biology, physics, computer science, and cognitive 

science. Our main focus is with processes of human interaction and the development of theories and concepts that help us 

explain how we relate to each other and our environments. In short, communication encompasses the study of how we 

interact with others and how our interactions affect us, our culture, and our society. 
 

OVERVIEW OF COMC 3375 “Children & Media” 
This course focuses on the roles of media in children's socialization and education as well as effects of media content 

and communication technologies on children's social, emotional, and cognitive development. We study how children 

use media and how media content is designed specifically for children (e.g., television, popular music, film, games, 

school texts, children's literature, toys, games, Web sites, etc.). The course examines the business and regulation of 

children's media. We also discuss current social issues such as the impact of media on violence, stereotyping, and 

consumerism. In short, this course is about the concepts and ideas, theories and generalizations, and perspectives and 

philosophical positions relating to the study of children and media. 
 

Our specific course objectives include:  

 

1. becoming familiar with key concepts in the study of children and media;  

2. examining generalizations, theories, and research about children's relationship with media;  

3. exploring the varied perspectives from which children and media have been, and can be, studied;  

4. understanding the roles that media institutions play in children's lives; 

5. developing an awareness of ethical issues related to children's use of media;  

6. enhancing writing and speaking skills; and 

7. learning to use communication concepts to better understand the media-saturated world in which we live.  

mailto:lefreeman@fordham.edu
http://www.fordham.edu/cms
http://cms.blog.fordham.edu/
http://www.facebook.com/FordhamCMS
http://www.twitter.com/FordhamCMS
https://yalebooks.yale.edu/sites/default/files/files/Media/9780300228090_UPDF.pdf
http://fordham.blackboard.com/
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CLASS PARTICIPATION 
 

The more you each participate in each class, the more you each will learn. Active participation includes your 

comments, questions, and observations about course topics as well as listening carefully to classmates. If each 

classmate contributes frequently, we will all gain the benefit of different perspectives on readings and 

assignments. Class participation is worth 10% of your course grade. You begin with 0 points and earn up to 10 

points for your contributions to class discussions. 
 

You must be tolerant, courteous, and respectful of each other in class discussions, group work, and on-line 

activities, especially when your views differ from others' perspectives. 
 

 

 
 

STUDENT REQUIREMENTS TO COMPLETE THE COURSE SUCCESSFULLY 
 

1. Complete all assignments fully and on time, including readings, homework, and Blackboard assignments. 
 

2. Participate in class often and productively, and complete all in-class writing and speaking assignments. 
 

3. Come to all classes on time and prepared to give the class your full attention. 
 

4. Check email daily and Blackboard frequently, and participate in any on-line course activities. 
 

5. Apply all you learn from readings, class discussions, assignments, etc. 
 

6. Abide by Fordham’s policies on academic dishonesty (see your Student Handbook). Academic dishonesty 

(e.g., plagiarism) will be reported to the Dean and will result in a grade of “F” for the course. 
 

 

 
 

ATTENDANCE POLICIES 

 

(TBD) 
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ACADEMIC INTEGRITY 
 

Learning how to research, write about, and cite others’ scholarship is an important part of your undergraduate 

learning experience (and, not incidentally, contribute to the culture of academic integrity of Fordham University 

and its student and faculty scholars). Any violations of academic integrity will result in an automatic grade of 

“F” for the course and appropriate disciplinary action by the dean. 
 

All Fordham University students are bound by regulations itemized in the Student Handbook 

(http://www.fordham.edu/info/21683/student_handbook), including the University Code of Conduct 

(https://www.fordham.edu/info/21684/regulations/3693/the_university_code_of_conduct) and the Undergraduate 

Academic Integrity Policy (https://www.fordham.edu/info/25380/undergraduate_academic_integrity_policy): 
 

“A University, by its nature, strives to foster and recognize originality of thought, which can be 

recognized only when people produce work that is theirs alone and properly acknowledging 

information and ideas that are obtained from the work of others. It is therefore important that 

students must maintain the highest standards with regard to honesty, effort, and performance. 

As a Jesuit, Catholic university, Fordham is committed to ensuring that all members of the 

academic community strive not only for excellence in scholarship but also for integrity of 

character. In the pursuit of knowledge and personal development, it is imperative that students 

present their own ideas and insights for evaluation, critique, and eventual reformulation. As 

part of this process, each student must acknowledge the intellectual contribution of others.” 
 

“Academic integrity is the pursuit of scholarly activity in an honest, truthful, and responsible 

manner. Violations of academic integrity include but are not limited to plagiarism, cheating on 

exams, falsification, unapproved collaboration, and destruction of library materials.” 
 

The Academic Integrity Statement 

(https://www.fordham.edu/info/25380/undergraduate_academic_integrity_policy/6936/the_academic_integrity_statement): 
 

“As a student of Fordham University, I recognize that I am part of a community dedicated to 

the disciplined and rigorous pursuit of knowledge and communication of truth. I therefore 

commit myself to the University Code of Conduct and upholding the highest standards of 

academic integrity. Any work that I claim to be my own will be my own; I will give appropriate 

credit where credit is due; I will be fair and honest in all of my interactions with members of the 

Fordham community.” 

 

Please review the all details of Fordham’s Academic Integrity policies. 

http://www.fordham.edu/info/21683/student_handbook
http://www.fordham.edu/info/21683/student_handbook
http://www.fordham.edu/info/21684/regulations/3693/the_university_code_of_conduct
https://www.fordham.edu/info/21684/regulations/3693/the_university_code_of_conduct
http://www.fordham.edu/info/25380/undergraduate_academic_integrity_policy
http://www.fordham.edu/info/25380/undergraduate_academic_integrity_policy
https://www.fordham.edu/info/25380/undergraduate_academic_integrity_policy
https://www.fordham.edu/info/25380/undergraduate_academic_integrity_policy/6936/the_academic_integrity_statement
https://www.fordham.edu/info/25380/undergraduate_academic_integrity_policy/6936/the_academic_integrity_statement
https://www.fordham.edu/info/25380/undergraduate_academic_integrity_policy
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SUPPORT SERVICES FOR STUDENTS 
 

Counseling Center (140 W. 62 St., #G02): http://www.fordham.edu/info/20031/counseling_and_psychological_services 

Fordham’s Counseling & Psychological Services (CPS) is a comprehensive mental health center that is dedicated 

to promoting the emotional and psychological health and wellness of our students. At CPS, we recognize that 

University life can be stressful due to academic, financial, family, and social pressures. These stressors can 

sometimes contribute to or exacerbate more significant psychological problems, such as depression, anxiety, 

substance abuse, trauma, or difficulties with sleeping, eating, or attention. CPS provides a range of services to 

help students address and cope more effectively with their stress and psychological concerns. No matter what 

challenges you are experiencing, our free and confidential services can help you better understand your 

difficulties, develop more self-awareness, and enhance your coping skills, academic performance, self-esteem, 

relationships, and overall well-being. We provide various clinical services ranging from referrals, emergency and 

crisis intervention, group and individual counseling, psychiatric services, and evaluation and assessment. CPS 

offers psycho-educational and skills training and mindfulness workshops for students. For information on all our 

services, go to: http://www.fordham.edu/info/20043/our_services. 
 

Wellness Resources: See http://www.fordham.edu/info/20047/wellness_resources_for_students for on-campus, 

off-campus, and online resources including stress management tools like relaxation exercises and apps. 

 

Office of Disability Services: http://www.fordham.edu/info/20174/disability_services 

The Office of Disability Services helps to ensure equal educational access and opportunity for all members of our 

community. In the Jesuit tradition of cura personalis, our staff works individually with each student to 

understand their strengths and limitations in order to develop their most effective and comprehensive 

accommodation plan. Our office collaborates with administrators, faculty, and staff to ensure that reasonable and 

appropriate accommodations for students with disabilities are provided. Fordham will offer appropriate auxiliary 

aids and services to assist otherwise qualified persons in achieving access to its programs, services, and facilities. 

Students seeking services should meet with our staff for an initial intake meeting to develop an accommodation 

plan directly with the student in accordance with Section 504 of the Federal Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and Title 

III of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990. 

Students seeking accommodation(s) should contact the ODS to schedule an intake meeting. 
 

Other Services include: Academic Coaching; Transition Year Program (TYP); Advocacy for Students; and 

Collaboration with Other Departments. For details, go to: 

https://www.fordham.edu/info/25518/ods_faculty_training_program/8867/services_and_programs. 

 

Writing Center: http://www.fordham.edu/info/20126/writing_center 

The Writing Center is a free service to encourage and improve student writing of all levels and disciplines. Our 

aim is to provide personalized instruction that will develop your skills and help you become a more confident 

writer. We bring out the best in your writing at any stage in the composition process, from outlining to drafting to 

revising your final paper. To reach this goal, our masters and doctoral students offer one-on-one, collaborative 

consultations, and provide free workshops on academic and writing skills. Schedule a ½ hour or 1 hour session at 

https://fordham.mywconline.com/. 

 

Academic Counseling: Fordham is committed to your academic success. See your Dean for services to students 

in academic difficulty or who would like to improve their course performance. Any student who is experiencing 

academic difficulty, or who simply wants to hone their academic skills, should contact their Dean. 

 

Undergraduate Research at Fordham: https://www.fordham.edu/info/21539/student_research 

Undergraduate research is part of our culture. Fordham encourages students to engage in faculty-mentored 

research and supports students’ research through research grants, travel grants, the annual Arts and Research 

Showcase, and the Fordham Undergraduate Research Journal. For details, go to: 

https://www.fordham.edu/info/20885/research. 
  

http://www.fordham.edu/info/20031/counseling_and_psychological_services
http://www.fordham.edu/info/20043/our_services
http://www.fordham.edu/info/20047/wellness_resources_for_students
http://www.fordham.edu/info/20174/disability_services
https://www.fordham.edu/info/25518/ods_faculty_training_program/8867/services_and_programs
https://www.fordham.edu/info/25518/ods_faculty_training_program/8867/services_and_programs
http://www.fordham.edu/info/20126/writing_center
https://fordham.mywconline.com/
https://www.fordham.edu/info/21539/student_research
https://www.fordham.edu/info/20885/research
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DISCUSSION LEADERSHIP 
 

You will be assigned to lead at least 3 class discussions of readings (possibly with a partner). When it is your turn 

to be discussion leader, you will be expected to have given the reading extra attention & be an “authority” on it. 
 

Discussion leadership consists of 5 responsibilities. 
 

1. Read your assigned chapter or article at least 2 days before you will lead the class discussion. As you read, 

think about: the questions the reading raises for you, points with which you agree or disagree, what you had 

trouble understanding, your reactions to the reading, how the assigned reading relates to other course readings, 

& whether the assigned reading relates to current events. 
 

2. Email 2 questions you would like us to discuss in class at LEAST 36 hours BEFORE you are scheduled to 

be the discussion leader after you have completed & studied the reading. You are responsible to raise 

questions that will encourage participation & highlight key ideas in the reading. Consider using visual aids or 

handouts if they would aid in your leading the discussion. 
 

3. Find 1 scholarly research study published after 2017 to update the content of your Discussion Leadership 

reading. Prepare a 1-minute synopsis of the results of that research, highlighting how the research findings 

update the content of your reading. 
 

4. You will lead a class discussion on questions you posed & summarize important points from the reading. 

Prepare so that you can comfortably lead & complete the discussion of the reading in 8 minutes. Plan & 

rehearse (& time) a 1-minute (maximum) summary of the reading & a 1-minute synopsis of recent research 

that updates the content of the reading. Then pose your questions, & lead the class discussions. 
 

5. On the day after you lead the class discussion, post in the Blackboard Discussion Board: (1) a summary of 

the reading that classmates can use to review for exams, (2) the questions you used to lead the discussion, & 

(3) a synopsis of (including a full citation) the recent scholarly research study (published after 2017) that you 

used to update the content of your Discussion Leadership reading. 

 

A Quick Summary of Discussion Leader Responsibilities 
Preparation: 

• Give the reading extra attention & be an “authority” on that reading. 

• Learn the assigned reading at least 2 days in advance. Think about questions the reading raises, points with 

which you agree/disagree, what you had trouble understanding, your reactions to the reading, how the reading 

relates to other readings or current events. 

• Email 2 questions you would like us to discuss in class at LEAST 36 HOURS BEFORE you are scheduled 

to be the discussion leader: raise questions that encourage participation & highlight key ideas in the reading. 

• Find 1 research study published after 2017 to update your Discussion Leadership reading. 

• Rehearse (& time): 1-minute (maximum) summary of the reading & 1-minute synopsis of the recent study. 
 

In class: 

• Deliver the 1-minute (maximum) summary of the reading & 1-minute synopsis of the recent scholarly 

research updating the reading. 

• Pose your questions, & lead an 8-minute class discussion on the questions you emailed to classmates. 
 

After class: 

• On the day after you are Discussion Leader, post the following in the Blackboard Discussion Board: 

 (1) a summary of your reading that classmates can use to review for exams, 

 (2) the questions you used to lead the discussion, & 

 (3) a synopsis & citation of the research study that updates the content of the course reading.  
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EVALUATION / GRADING 
 

 

Presentations (30 points): Discussion Leadership (3 @ 5 points each) 15 points 
 

 Paper/Project Presentation 5 points 
 

 Class Participation 10 points 
 

 

Paper/Project (30 points): Topic 0 points 
 

Preliminary Proposal Idea 1 point 
 

Proposal 2 points 
 

Article Summary 5 points 
 

Revised Proposal 1 point 
 

Preliminary Annotated Bibliography 3 points 
 

Outline with Revised Bibliography 3 points 
 

Project/Paper Draft 0 points 
 

Project/Paper 20 points 

 

 

In-class Writing (5 points): Reflection 2 points 
 

 Work with Course Partner(s) 3 points 
 

 

In-class Exams (35 points): Midterm 10 points 
 

 Final Exam (cumulative) 20 points 
 

 

 

*Please hand in all assignments on time (no extensions). 

Late assignments will be penalized 1 letter grade if 1 to 4 days late (e.g., a “B” becomes a “C”) & 2 

grades if 5-l4 days late (a “B” becomes a “D”). 
 

 

*Save ALL written assignments until course grades are posted. Please put them in a safe place. 
 

Grading scale  

93-100=A    90-92=A–   87-89=B+   83-86=B   80-82=B–   77-79=C+   73-76=C   70-72=C–   60-69=D   0-59=F 
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SCHEDULE OF ASSIGNMENTS 
 

(All class meetings are via Zoom unless otherwise noted.) 

 

 

 

Date Readings & Assignments (Due in Class on this Date) 

 

Tu. 5/26 Introduction to the course & the study of children & media 

 Buy or download the textbook (available through a Creative Commons license): 

  Study the Table of Contents of the text, & skim the Index at the back of the book. 

 *Email a list of course topics you find most interesting by Wednesday, May 27. 

 Become familiar with the course Blackboard site: fordham.blackboard.com. 

 Begin checking email daily for course updates, additional information on assignments, etc. 

  (Set your Fordham email to forward to whatever email address you check daily.) 

 

 

Wed. 5/27 Children & Media; Childhood (Discussion Leaders: TBA) 

 Textbook Readings: 

  Preface 

  Chapter 1 “Youth and Media” 

  Chapter 2 “Then and Now” 

 Blackboard Reading:  

  Jenkins, Henry. (1998). Childhood innocence and other modern myths. In Henry Jenkins (Ed.), 

The children's culture reader (pp. 1-37). NY: NYU Press. 

 Other: 

  Peruse the Table of Contents of the Special Issue: “JOCAM NEXT” of the Journal of Children 

and Media Volume 10, Issue 1 (Published online: January 18, 2016). 

   Link: http://tandfonline.com/toc/RCHM/10/1 (scroll down to see the Table of Contents) 

  Peruse issues of the Journal of Children and Media to find potential term paper topics. 

   Link: http://tandfonline.com/loi/rchm20 
 

 In-class writing: Reflection based on today's readings 

 

 

Th. 5/28 Childhood; Themes & Theoretical Perspectives (Discussion Leaders: TBA) 

 Textbook Reading: 

  Chapter 3 “Themes and Theoretical Perspectives” 

 Blackboard Readings: 
  Kline, Stephen. (1998). The making of children's culture. In Henry Jenkins (Ed.), The 

children's culture reader (pp. 95-109). NY: NYU Press. 

  Kessen, William. (1979). The American child and other cultural inventions. American 

Psychologist, 34(10), 815-820. 
 

 *Project/Paper: Topic Due (by email) 
  

http://fordham.blackboard.com/
http://tandfonline.com/toc/RCHM/10/1
http://tandfonline.com/loi/rchm20
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SCHEDULE OF ASSIGNMENTS – continued 

 
Date Readings & Assignments (Due in Class on this Date) 

 

Mon. 6/1 Media in Various Stages of Childhood (Discussion Leaders: TBA) 

 Textbook Readings: 

  Chapter 4 “Infants, Toddlers, and Preschoolers” 

  Chapter 5 “Children” 

  Chapter 6 “Adolescents” 

 Blackboard/ARES Readings: 

  Rideout, Vicky. (2017). The Common Sense census: Media use by kids age zero to eight. San 

Francisco: Common Sense Media. (Read pp. 1-16 & 45-46) [Blackboard] Link: 

https://www.commonsensemedia.org/sites/default/files/uploads/research/csm_zerotoeight_

fullreport_release_2.pdf 

  Rideout, V., & Robb, M. B. (2018). Social media, social life: Teens reveal their experiences. 

San Francisco, CA: Common Sense Media. [Blackboard] 

   Link: https://www.commonsensemedia.org/research/social-media-social-life-2018 

 

 

Tu. 6/2 Research on Children’s Media Products/Content (Discussion Leaders: TBA) 

 Blackboard Readings: 

  Fisch, S., & Bernstein, L. (2001). Formative research revealed. In S.M. Fisch & R.T. Truglio 

(Eds.), "G" is for Growing: Thirty Years of Research on Sesame Street (pp. 39-60). 

Mahwah, NJ: Lawrence Erlbaum Assocs. 

  Truglio, R.T., et al. (2001). The varied role of formative research: Case studies from 30 years. 

In S.M. Fisch & R.T. Truglio (Eds.), "G" is for Growing: Thirty Years of Research on 

Sesame Street (pp. 61-79). Mahwah, NJ: Lawrence Erlbaum Assocs. 
 

 *Project/Paper: Preliminary Proposal Idea Due (on shared Google Drive) 

 

 

Wed. 6/3 Research on Children’s Media Products/Content – continued (Discussion Leaders: TBA) 

 ARES Readings: 
 Pasnik, Shelley. (Ed.). (2018/2019). Getting ready to learn: Creating effective, educational 

children’s media. London/NY: Routledge 

  Chapter 2. From mission to screens: The PBS KIDS approach to content (Sara DeWitt & 

Linda Simensky) [available on ARes; password: freeman3375] 

  Chapter 5. When creativity + collaboration = success: The making of “Peg + Cat” (Kim 

Berglund) [available on ARes; password: freeman3375] 
 

 *Project/Paper: Proposal Due (on shared Google Drive) 

 Critique your course partner’s Proposal  

  

https://www.commonsensemedia.org/sites/default/files/uploads/research/csm_zerotoeight_fullreport_release_2.pdf
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/sites/default/files/uploads/research/csm_zerotoeight_fullreport_release_2.pdf
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/research/social-media-social-life-2018
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SCHEDULE OF ASSIGNMENTS – continued 
 

Date Readings & Assignments (Due in Class on this Date) 

 

Th. 6/4 *Midterm Exam Due (take-home) (worth 10 points) 
 

 *Project/Paper: Revised Proposal Due (on shared Google Drive) 

 Critique your course partner’s Revised Proposal 
 
 

 *Project/Paper: Article Summary Due (on shared Google Drive) 

 Critique partner’s Article Summary 

 

 

Mon. 6/8 Issues: Media & Violence; Media & Emotions (Discussion Leaders: TBA) 

 Textbook Readings: 

  Chapter 7 “Media and Violence” 

  Chapter 8 “Media and Emotions” 

  Chapter 10 “Media and Sex” 
 

 *Project/Paper: Preliminary Annotated Bibliography Due (on shared Google Drive) 

 Critique partner’s Preliminary Annotated Bibliography 

 

 

Tu. 6/9 Commercialism and Children’s Media (Discussion Leaders: TBA) 

 Textbook Reading: 

  Chapter 9 “Advertising and Commercialism” 

 Blackboard/ARES Readings: 

  McAllister, Matthew P., & Giglio, J. Matt. (2005). The Commodity Flow of U.S. Children's 

Television, Critical Studies in Media Communication, 22(1), 26-44. 

  Malik, C., & Wojdynski, B. W. (2014). Boys earn, girls buy: Depictions of materialism on US 

children's branded-entertainment websites. Journal of Children and Media, 8(4), 404–422. 

  Grimes, S. M. (2015). Playing by the market rules: Promotional priorities and commercialization 

in children’s virtual worlds. Journal of Consumer Culture, 15(1), 110-134. 

 

 

Wed. 6/10 Media Literacy (Discussion Leaders: TBA) 

 Blackboard/ARES/Online Readings: 

  National Association for Media Literacy Education. (n.d.). Media Literacy Defined. 

    Link: https://namle.net/publications/media-literacy-definitions/ 

  National Association for Media Literacy Education. (2007). Core principles of media literacy 

education in the United States. 

    Link: https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B8j2T8jHrlgCYXVHSVJidWtmbmc/view 

  National Association for Media Literacy Education. (2007). Key questions to ask when 

analyzing media messages. 

     Link: https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B8j2T8jHrlgCZ2Zta2hvWkF0dG8/view 

  National Council of Teachers of English. (2019). Definition of literacy in a digital age. 

     Link: https://ncte.org/statement/nctes-definition-literacy-digital-age/print/ 

  TBA 
  

https://namle.net/publications/media-literacy-definitions/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B8j2T8jHrlgCYXVHSVJidWtmbmc/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B8j2T8jHrlgCZ2Zta2hvWkF0dG8/view
https://ncte.org/statement/nctes-definition-literacy-digital-age/print/
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SCHEDULE OF ASSIGNMENTS – continued 
 

Date Readings & Assignments (Due in Class on this Date) 

 

Th. 6/11 *Project/Paper Outline with Revised Bibliography Due (on shared Google Drive) 

 Critique partner’s Project/Paper Outline with Revised Bibliography 

 

 

Mon. 6/12 Media Education (Discussion Leaders: TBA) 

 Textbook Readings: 

  Chapter 11 “Media and Education” 

 Blackboard/ARES Readings: 

  TBA 

 

 

Tu. 6/13 Gaming & Social Media 

 Textbook Readings: 

  Chapter 12 “Digital Games” 

  Chapter 13 “Social Media” 

 

 

Wed. 6/17 *Project/Paper Write-up/Paper Draft Due (on shared Google Drive) 

 Critique partner’s draft of Project/Paper Write-up/Paper 

 

 

Th. 6/18 Media & Caregiving; Final Thoughts 

 Textbook Readings: 

  Chapter 14 “Media and Parenting” 

  Chapter 15 “The End” 

 Blackboard/ARES Readings: 

  TBA 

 

 

Mon. 6/19 *Project/Paper Write-up/Paper Due 

 

 

Tu. 6/20 *Paper/Project Presentations 

 

 

Wed. 6/24 Student-led Review of Course & Discussion of the Final Examination 

 Check your Discussion Leadership Blackboard summaries to make sure they will be useful for 

classmates studying for the final exam. Review &, if necessary, edit posts before today. 

 

 

Th. 6/24 Final Examination (worth 25 points); COMC 3375 Customized Course Evaluations 

 

 

 

Note: The instructor may alter this course outline to meet students’ needs or enhance course content.  
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PROJECT/PAPER ASSIGNMENTS 

 
1. Topic: 1 paragraph identifying a preliminary topic 

 
2. Preliminary Proposal Idea: 1-page draft of Project/Paper Proposal: What do you want to study? & Why? 

 
3. Proposal: 1-page (single-spaced) proposal for your term Project/Paper: 

  • Identify your Research Objective/Goal (including why you want to do this Project/Paper) 

  • Identify your Method/Methodology: a “Pilot Study” (ex., case study, interviews, observations, content 

analysis); a Literature Review (a summary of the available research already done on your topic); a 

formal Proposal for Future Research; etc. 

  • Identify your Research Process &/or Study Design: Defining your Research Question/Problem; How 

you will find Sources &/or collect Data (ex., your Sample: who? how many?); & Future Steps in 

your Process (ex., Analysis, Reflection, proposal for further research, etc.) 

 *Critique your course partner’s Proposal (in class) 

 
4. Revised Proposal 

 *Critique your course partner’s Revised Proposal (in class) 

 
5. Article Summary: 1- to 2-paragraph summary of a scholarly article related to your Project/Paper topic; hand 

in a hard-copy of the article itself & 2 copies of the Article Summary; your Article Summary should 

be different from the Abstract for the Article (your summary should focus on the results/conclusions 

of the article & how you think the article relates to your topic or how you think you might be able to 

use the article in your Project/Paper) 

 *Critique your course partner’s Article Summary (in class) 

 
6. Preliminary Annotated Bibliography: approximately 20 scholarly articles/chapters that you might use in 

your Project/Paper write-up or paper 

 *Critique your course partner’s Preliminary Annotated Bibliography (in class) 

 
7. Outline with Revised Bibliography 

 *Critique your course partner’s Project/Paper Outline with Revised Bibliography (in class) 

 
8. Project/Paper Draft 

 *Critique your course partner’s draft of Project/Paper Write-up (in class) 

 
9. Project/Paper 

 
10. Project/Paper Presentation 
 


