
 

 

 

 

COURSE SYLLABUS 

COMMERCIAL TRANSACTIONS 

BLBU 3436 – R11 (CRN 11209)  

Summer Session I - 2020 - Online  
 

 
Instructor: Prof. Dennis S. Cappello, J.D., C.P.A. 
Email: dcappello@fordham.edu  
Phone: +1-347-553-6173 
Office Hours: Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, 2:00 pm - 3:00 EDT and by Appointment 
 
I. Course Description  
This course expands the legal background of the student and considers the commercial 
issues in the law of sales, personal property, bailments, suretyship, negotiable instruments, 
creditor's rights, and bankruptcy. This course considers the legal issues that are raised in the 
Uniform Commercial Code (“UCC”) regarding sales and negotiable instruments and covers 
product liability and security interests. We will analyze the differences between the 
"modern" Code provisions from traditional rules, emphasizing the importance of these 
concepts to practical business considerations.  
 
II. Course Structure  
This course will be conducted online.  
You will participate in class using Blackboard.  
I will broadcast classes using Blackboard Collaborate Ultra. 
 
The daily schedule will be as follows: 
 

1:00 pm - 1:45 pm  Lecture (Live Session, Recorded for Later Viewing) 

1:45 pm - 2:00 pm  Break 

2:00 pm - 3:00 pm  Virtual Office Hour (Live Only, No Recording) 

3:00 pm - 3:15 pm  Break 

3:15 pm - 4:00 pm  Problem & Case Analysis  (Live Session, Recorded for Later Viewing) 

 
III. Learning Goals  
Successful students will expand their legal reasoning skills; specifically, successful students 
will be able to identify the legal problems that may arise during the day-to-day operation of 
a business, and importantly, understand the necessity of consulting a lawyer and obtaining 
competent legal advice when needed.  
 

BLBU 3436– R11 Course Syllabus – Summer 2020 Page 1 of 6 
 

mailto:dcappello@fordham.edu


IV. Required Course Materials 
 
MindTap Business Law for Mann/Roberts Smith and Roberson’s Business Law, Edition 17 

ISBN 9781338094498 
 
MindTap is an online tool that contains the online textbook, quizzes, video exercises, and 
other course materials. You may purchase MindTap from either the Campus Bookstore 
online, or Cengage (the textbook publisher) via its direct link: 
http://services.cengagebrain.com/course/site.html?id=4414019  
 
A purchase option you may consider is Cengage Unlimited, a subscription service that gives 
you access to not only the required materials for this course but all your Cengage access 
codes and online textbooks for $119.99 per term, $179.99 per year or $239.99 for two years. 
No matter how many Cengage products you use, they are included in Cengage Unlimited, and 
the price stays the same.  
 
If you decide to purchase Cengage Unlimited, use ISBN 978035700006.  
 
V. Basis for Final Grade  
 

 
Assessment 

Percent of 
Final Grade 

Brief Hypotheticals Tests*  20% 

Midterm Examination**  30% 

Final Examination**  40% 

Participation***  10% 

Total  100% 

 
*Brief Hypotheticals 

● There will be ten (10) tests, all on MindTap 
● You will access each test via Blackboard by clicking on its MindTap link 
● Each test will cover one (1) chapter of the textbook 
● The format for these tests will be multiple-choice 
● Open-Book: You may refer to the textbook and your notes during each test 

 
**Midterm Examination and Final Examination 

● The format for the Midterm and Final Examinations will be essay questions 
● Open-Book: You may refer to the textbook and your notes during each exam 

 
***Participation  

● Timely completion of assignments and adherence to course policies 
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VI. Student Expectations 
 

Professionalism Policy: Please practice professional and courteous deportment.  Surfing the 
internet, texting, tweeting, using Facebook or other social media, instant messaging, playing 
games, or other similar activities when participating in a live class is disrespectful to your 
professor and your classmates.   
Please observe proper netiquette when online. Click the “Getting Started” tab on Blackboard 
to access “Netiquette Guide for Online Courses”. 
 
Fordham University’s Academic Conduct Policy:   
In this course—and in every course—you are expected to abide by Fordham University’s 
Code of Conduct which includes, but is not limited to, the following Standards of Academic 
Integrity: 
 
Academic integrity is the pursuit of scholarly activity in an honest, truthful, and responsible 
manner. Violations of academic integrity include, but are not limited to, plagiarism, cheating 
on exams, falsification, unapproved collaboration, and destruction of library materials. 
Below are instances of violations with which all members of the academic community should 
be familiar. 
 
Plagiarism occurs when individuals attempt to present as their own what has come from 
another source. Plagiarism takes place whether such theft is accidental or deliberate. It is no 
defense to claim that one has “forgotten” to document ideas or material taken from another 
source. Examples of plagiarism include, but are not limited to: 
i. Using the ideas of another person, whether such ideas are paraphrased or not, from 

whatever source including oral, print, broadcast, or computer-mediated communication; 
ii. Rewriting borrowed material by simply dropping a word here and there, substituting a 

few words for others, or moving around words or sentence; 
iii. Presenting borrowed material, whether a phrase, sentence or whole paragraphs without 

placing quotation marks around the borrowed material in the approved style; 
iv. Presenting, as one’s own an assignment, paper, or computer program partially or wholly 

prepared by another person, whether by another student, friend or by a business or on-line 
service that sells or distributes such papers and programs; 
v. Failing to use the proper citation for information obtained from print sources or the 

internet, according to citation criteria specified by the instructor or in cases where instructor 
guidance is not given, by standard manuals of style (e.g. The Chicago Manual of Style). 
 
Cheating occurs when individuals use course materials, information, or devices (e.g., 
programmable calculator, cell phone) when such is unauthorized or prohibited. Examples of 
cheating include, but are not limited to: 
i. Having or using unauthorized materials, information or an unauthorized device at an 

examination, test or quiz; 
ii. Copying from another student at an examination, test or quiz, or copying another 

student’s assignment, data or laboratory report; 
iii. Permitting another student to copy from an assignment, paper, computer program, 

project, examination, test or quiz; 
iv. Obtaining and/or using an unauthorized examination, test, or quiz prior to its 

administration; 
v. Having another person act as a proxy to take an examination, test, or quiz or to complete 

an assignment, paper, computer program, or project. 

BLBU 3436– R11 Course Syllabus – Summer 2020 Page 3 of 6 
 



 
Falsification occurs when individuals make false statements that mislead others; examples 
include, but are not limited to: 
i. The submission or presentation of a falsified excuse for an absence from a course 

requirement, examination, test or quiz; 
ii. The presentation of false identification or credentials in order to gain admission to a 

course, examination, test, quiz or degree program; 
iii. The creation of a false or misleading citation; 
iv. The manipulation or falsification of data for an academic assignment. 

 
Sanctions for violations of academic integrity outlined in the Fordham University Student 
Handbook include receiving a failing grade on the assignment or examination and possibly 
receiving a failing grade for the course.   
 
VI. Course Outline 

 

  Topic  Assignment 

May 26  Course Introduction  Review Syllabus 
● Go to “Getting Started” Tab in Blackboard 
● Open “Course Syllabus Summer 2020” File 

 
Familiarize yourself with MindTap 

● Go to “Getting Started” Tab  in Blackboard 
● “MindTap Instructions & Videos” Folder 
● Read the MindTap Student Access Guide file 
● Watch “MindTap Overview” video 
● Watch “The Learning Path” video 

 

May 27  Property & Bailments  Read Chapter 47 
Video Exercise 47.1 
Brief Hypotheticals Test 47.1 
 

May 28  Introduction to Sales 
 
 
 
 
 

Read Chapter 21 
Video Exercise 21.2 
Brief Hypotheticals Test 21.1 
Read Case 21-2: Pittsley v. Houser 
Complete Problems 1, 2 and 6 

June 2  Sales: Performance 
 

Read Chapter 22 
Video Exercise 22.1 
Brief Hypotheticals Test 22.1 
Read Case 21-1: Wilson v. Scampoli 
Read Case 21-2: Furlong v. Alpha Chi Omega 
Complete Problem 1 
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June 3  Transfer of Title 
and Risk of Loss 

Read Chapter 23 
Video Exercise 23.1 
Brief Hypotheticals Test 23.1 
Read Case 23-3: Windows v. Jordan Panel 
Complete Problem 9 
 

June 4  Products Liability  Read Chapter 24 
Video Exercise 24.2 
Brief Hypotheticals Test 23.1 
Read Case 24-6: Greene v. Boddie-Noell 
 

June 9  Midterm Examination  Essay Questions, Topics TBA 
 
Exam Format: 

● Two (2) Essay Questions 
● Time Limit: One (1) Hour 
● Go to “Exams” Tab on Blackboard 
● Open “Midterm Examination” File 

 
Exam Available Tuesday, June 9, 12:01 am EDT 
 
Exam Due Tuesday, June 9, 11:59 pm EDT 
 

June 10  Remedies  
 

Read Chapter 25 
Brief Hypotheticals Test 25.1 
Complete Problems 1, 2, 6, 9 and 15 
 

June 11  Negotiable 
Instruments: 
 
Form and Content 

Read Chapter 26 
Video Exercise 26.1  
Brief Hypotheticals Test 26.1 
Complete Problems 1 and 2 
 

June 16  Negotiable 
Instruments: 
 
Holder in Due Course 

Read Chapter 27 
Video Exercise 27.1  
Brief Hypotheticals Test 27.1 
Complete Problems 4 and 9 
 

June 17  Negotiable 
Instruments: 
 
Liability of Parties 

Read Chapter 28 
Video Exercise 28.1 
Brief Hypotheticals Test 28.1 
Read Case 28-2: Messing v. Bank of America 
Complete Problem 2 
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June 18  Bank Deposits 
Collections 
Funds Transfers 

Read Chapter 29 
Brief Hypotheticals Test 29.1 
Read Case 29-2: Liebling, P.C. v. Mellon PSFS 
 

June 23  Secured Transactions 
 
 
 
Bankruptcy 

Read Chapter 37 
Video Exercise 37.1 
Video Exercise 37.2 
 
Read Chapter 38 
Video Exercise 38.1 
 

June 24  Final Exam Review  Discussion of Final Examination Topics 
Q&A 
 

June 25  Final Examination  Essay Questions, Topics TBA 
● Time Limit: Two (2) Hours 
● Go to “Exams” Tab on Blackboard 
● Open “Final Examination” File 

 
Exam Available Thursday, June 25, 12:01 am EDT 
 
Exam Due Thursday, June 25, 11:59 pm EDT 
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