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I.   The Public Interest Resource Center (PIRC)  
Room LL-100 (Counselors); Room LL-101 (Student Groups); Room LL-100A (Conference Room) 

Assistant Dean Leah Horowitz, Room LL-100D, lhorowitz2@fordham.edu 
Director Aisha Baruni, Room LL-100F, abaruni@fordham.edu 

Office Manager Adiaha Eno, LL-100, aeno@fordham.edu 
212-636-6952   http://law.fordham.edu/pirc.htm 

 
Fordham Law School’s mission is to educate attorneys to work “In the Service of Others.” Public 
service is a Fordham Law tradition that is expressed by approximately 500 students who participate 
annually in some form of public service work. Fordham Law has a vibrant public service community 
and there are many ways to become involved, including student organizations, the Clinical and 
Externship program, Centers and Institutes, and courses.   
 
This Public Service Job Search Guide introduces you to the Public Interest Resource Center (PIRC) 
which can provide you with valuable assistance in pursuing public service opportunities while you are in 
law school and throughout your legal career. The American Bar Association honored PIRC with their 
prestigious Pro Bono Publico Award (Fordham Law is one of only three schools to have been awarded 
this honor).  
 
PIRC:  
▪  Is the home of public interest student groups involved in pro bono work with legal services 

organizations; educational and advocacy work; and community service projects. 
▪  Offers and provides, along with the Career Planning Center (CPC):  

-  A variety of services to students interested in exploring public service careers.  
-  An array of programs to introduce students to public service practice areas and opportunities.  

 
 
A.  PIRC Student Organizations  
 
PIRC is a place where the passion, talents, skills, energy and creativity of law students makes a real 
difference from the moment they enter Fordham Law. Fordham students have created 27 organizations 
whose primary mission is pro bono, education, advocacy, and/or community service. PIRC student 
groups do important work such as assist survivors of domestic violence, advocate for claimants who 
have been denied unemployment insurance benefits, defend immigrants’ rights, and participate in 
environmental advocacy, prisoners’ rights, and human rights work. PIRC student groups presently 
include (see Appendix for list with descriptions):   
 

• Advocates for the Incarcerated (AFTI) 
• Advocates for Sexual Health and Rights (ASHR) 
• Artist Representation Society (ARS) 
• Anti-Trafficking Legal Advocacy Society (ATLAS) 
• Consumer Law Advocates (CLA)   
• Domestic Violence Action Center (DVAC)  
• Drug Policy Reform Group (DPRG) 
• Environmental Law Advocates (ELA)  
• Education Law Collaborative (ELC) 

mailto:abaruni@fordham.edu
http://law.fordham.edu/pirc.htm
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• Farm to Fordham (F2F)  
• Fordham Health Law Society 
• Fordham Law Advocates for Voter Rights (FLAVR)  
• Fordham Law Defenders (FLD) 
• Habitat for Humanity at Fordham Law School (HFH) 
• Housing Advocacy Project (HAP)  
• If/When/How Lawyering for Reproductive Justice  
• Immigration Advocacy Project (IAP) 
• International Refugee Assistance Project (IRAP)   
• Mentoring Youth Through Legal Education (MYLE) 
• Stein Scholars Program in Public Interest Law & Ethics  
• Student Animal Legal Defense Fund of Fordham Law School (SALDF) 
• Students for the Education and Representation of Veterans (SERV) 
• Suspension Representation Project (SRP)  
• Unemployment Action Center (UAC) 
• Universal Justice (UJ) 
• Workers’ Rights Advocates (WRA) 
• YouthLaw 

 
You can learn about all PIRC student groups on PIRC’s website http://law.fordham.edu/pirc. If you’re 
interested in starting a new pro bono or community service initiative, please speak with PIRC staff—
we’re here to help you realize your dream.  
 
PIRC student groups host orientations, sponsor trainings, and organize panels and programs. Learn 
about them by: 
 

• Getting on the email lists of PIRC Student Groups—attend the SBA/PIRC Student Group Fair 
and/or email student leaders directly (get contact info from PIRC).  

• Checking your Fordham email for PIRC-UP!, the weekly email announcing events by PIRC 
student groups. 

• “Like” PIRC on Facebook (http://www.facebook.com/pircfordhamlaw). 
• Reading The Weekly Brief, the weekly newsletter of the Office of Student Affairs. 
• Looking for posters and flyers on bulletin boards around the law school.  
• Drop by or make an appointment to chat with any or all of us. 

 
 
B.  Public Interest Career Services  
 
PIRC can assist you in exploring public service career opportunities (summer and academic year 
internships/externships, post-graduate jobs, and summer or post-graduate fellowships) through one-on-
one counseling, resume advice and mock interviews, all from the perspective of a public service job 
search. These services complement the CPC’s services.  
 
Many Fordham Law graduates pursue careers in non-profit organizations, government agencies, and 
the judiciary. Others perform pro bono work at law firms or as in-house counsel. There are so many  

http://law.fordham.edu/pirc
http://www.facebook.com/pircfordhamlaw
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paths, our role is to help you find yours.  
 
A career in public service may be realistic regardless of your law school, graduate school, and undergraduate loan 
debt.  The College Cost Reduction and Access Act (CCRAA) of 2007 provides for low monthly student loan 
payments on federally guaranteed student loans and cancels remaining debt after 10 years of public service 
employment.  For more information see http://www.equaljusticeworks.org/student-debt and 
http://askheatherjarvis.com/. Fordham Law’s Financial Aid Office also has useful information on its website at 
http://law.fordham.edu/financialaid and you may set up a meeting with that office to discuss your own financial 
planning.  

 
i.  Counselors and Resources  
 
The counselors in PIRC are a valuable resource for your job search and complement the services 
offered by CPC. The PIRC counselors (whose bios are available at 
http://law.fordham.edu/aboutpirc) combine decades of experience in public service career 
services, counseling and public service law practice. We are here to discuss your interests and 
help you develop a public service job search strategy for your summer, academic year or post-
graduation.   

PIRC has print and online resources to help you learn about U.S. based and international work. 
PIRC counselors can help you explore the range of opportunities in public service law. Some 
students come to law school with a commitment to public service law. Others may wish to 
explore non-profit, government or policy work during a summer or semester internship. As your 
interests and goals develop, your job search strategies may change. We are always interested in 
meeting with you.  

 
ii.  PIRC Programs  
 
PIRC offers programs to introduce you to public service practice areas and employers:  
 
Public Interest Receptions and Job Fairs:  PIRC co-sponsors a variety of receptions and job 
fairs for you to meet and interview with a wide variety of public service employers including 
the Public Interest Legal Career Reception (PILCR) at the beginning of the school year at 
Fordham Law each September, the Equal Justice Works Public Interest Law Career Fair and 
Conference in Arlington, VA (Metro Washington D.C. area) in October, and the Public Interest 
Legal Career Fair (PILCF) held at NYU Law School in February.  
 
Job Skills Workshops:  PIRC and CPC co-sponsor skills workshops for each class year to guide 
you in your public service job search and make the most of the public service career fairs  
(including informational “table talk” and mock interviews). We are also available for one-on-one 
mock interviews.   
 
Public Service Practice Profiles and Pathways to Practice:  We, often in partnership with PIRC 
student groups and other law school centers and institutes, sponsor programs featuring lawyers 
from non-profit organizations, government agencies, private/public interest law firms, and those 
doing pro bono work at private firms.  
 

http://www.equaljusticeworks.org/student-debt
http://askheatherjarvis.com/
http://law.fordham.edu/financialaid
http://law.fordham.edu/aboutpirc
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For information on PIRC programs, visit the PIRC online calendar available at 
http://law.fordham.edu/pirccalendar.  Programs are also announced by email to your Fordham 
email account, PIRC’s weekly e-newsletter PIRC-Up!,  PIRC’s Facebook page, and in The 
Weekly Brief, the weekly newsletter distributed by email by the Office of Student Affairs.  Please 
also check flyers on bulletin boards throughout the law school. The list of PIRC Fall 2020 
Programs is included in the Appendix.  

 
 
 

II.  PUBLIC SERVICE PROGRAMS AT FORDHAM LAW 
 
Fordham Law has developed strong public interest programs. They include: 
 

The Clinical Program affords opportunities for students to integrate legal analysis with lawyering 
theory and skills. You will assume lawyering roles and perform lawyering functions in problem-solving 
settings under the close supervision of a clinical faculty member, and begin the process of experiential 
and reflective learning, which will continue throughout your professional careers. Detailed descriptions 
of the Clinics are available on their website. http://law.fordham.edu/clinics 
 

The Externship Program provides an opportunity for students to earn academic credit for off-
campus externships in legal settings under the supervision of judges, law clerks, and attorneys with non-
profit organizations and government agencies. In addition, the Externship program offers Focused 
Externships during the semester. In the past, these have included: Housing Litigation, NYC City 
Council, and Government Civil Litigation (DOJ). These Focused Externships provide the opportunity 
for students to do supervised legal work in the field coupled with a seminar focusing specifically on that 
particular substantive area of law, taught by an attorney practicing in that area. 
http://law.fordham.edu/externships 

 Center and Institutes at Fordham Law School provide a range of opportunities to engage in 
important work. A list of Centers and Institutes at Fordham Law School, with opportunities for student 
involvement, is included in the Appendix of this Guide. http://law.fordham.edu/centers 

 In addition, the Curriculum includes a wide range of courses in public interest practice areas and 
to build skills. law.fordham.edu/curriculumguide. Fordham offers a public interest and service 
concentration that is flexible enough to allow students to put together a course of study that reflects their 
interests. http://law.fordham.edu/PIConcentration. The faculty includes full-time professors with a 
record of accomplishments in public interest law and public service as well as adjunct professors who 
are in public service practice. http://law.fordham.edu/faculty   

 PIRC’s LawNet page offers a number of useful resources. http://law.fordham.edu/pirclawnet 
 
 
 
  III.  Pro Bono Requirement for New York State Bar Admission 
 
 New York is the first state to require that all those seeking admission to the New York Bar after 
January 1, 2015 certify that they have performed 50 hours of pro bono service as a condition of 
admission (22 NYCRR 520.16). This Rule applies to all students, both J.D. and LL.M., who graduate 

http://law.fordham.edu/pirccalendar
http://law.fordham.edu/clinics
http://law.fordham.edu/externships
http://law.fordham.edu/centers
http://law.fordham.edu/curriculumguide
http://law.fordham.edu/faculty
http://law.fordham.edu/pirclawnet
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from the law school on or after May 2014 and seek admission to the New York Bar post bar exam. The 
New York State Unified Court system has prepared a set of frequently asked questions (FAQs) which 
are available at http://www.nycourts.gov/attorneys/probono/FAQsBarAdmission.pdf. The summary 
below is based upon the FAQs, and refers to the particular number within that document:  

 The definition of pro bono is very broad. Qualifying work must be law related; it must use legal 
skills or be law-related activities that are appropriate for lawyers-in-training. See FAQ 11. The FAQ 
provides some examples which include: “…helping a low-income person complete court forms; 
assisting an attorney with trial preparation; helping litigants prepare for court appearances; engaging in 
witness interviewing and investigation; participating in a community legal education project; drafting 
court or transactional documents; or engaging in legal research. You may also perform law-related 
assignments or make court appearances that are authorized under student practice orders issued by the 
Appellate Division of the New York Supreme Court for the specific program in which you are 
performing pro bono work.” FAQ 11a. Because the rule requires that qualifying work be law related, 
activities such as volunteering for a soup kitchen or other student-run projects with no attorney 
supervision do not meet the supervision criteria and would not count. See FAQs 11, 13, and 22. 
 
 The definition of the client or other interests for whom the pro bono work can be performed is 
also very broad, including not only traditionally underserved populations, but also non-profit 
organizations and the individuals that they serve, as well as all branches and agencies within the federal, 
state, and local governments, as well as their foreign counterparts, and with judges at any local, state, 
federal, or international court. 
 
 The Rule expressly includes clinics and internships/externships, and it allows students to receive 
academic credit and still have the work count as pro bono. Thus, anyone who participates in most 
Fordham clinics or Fordham externships will fulfill the requirement. The rule can also be fulfilled by 
service for which the applicant received a stipend, fellowship or third party payment and for qualifying 
legal work performed at a job for which compensation is paid, so long as there is no additional 
compensation for the qualifying service.   
 
 The pro bono work can be performed anywhere in the US or outside the US. If the work is 
performed, in whole or in part, outside of the US, you will be required to explain in detail the nature and 
circumstances of your work. See FAQs 10, 12g, and 14. 
 
 The work must be law related and supervised by an attorney licensed to practice in the 
jurisdiction where the work is performed. Qualified work may not involve partisan political activities, 
nor can it be legal research in support of scholarship. The Rule would include many of the pro bono 
projects within Fordham Law’s Public Interest Resource Center, as well as pro bono work that students 
have traditionally found on their own with outside groups, so long as the work is supervised by an 
attorney. 
 
 Applicants are responsible for certifying their compliance, not the law school. Each applicant 
must submit an affidavit of compliance with original signatures (no digital versions will be accepted) 
that describes the nature and dates of the pro bono service and must secure a certification from the 
supervising lawyer. The affidavit form is available from the New York State Court website at:  
http://www.nycourts.gov/attorneys/probono/baradmissionreqs.shtml We strongly recommend that you 

http://www.nycourts.gov/attorneys/probono/FAQsBarAdmission.pdf
http://www.nycourts.gov/attorneys/probono/baradmissionreqs.shtml
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and your supervisor complete the affidavit promptly after the pro bono work is concluded, although it 
cannot be submitted until the application for NY State Bar admission is filed.  
 
 Further information and pro bono opportunities are available on PIRC’s LawNet page and 
questions may be directed to Assistant Dean Leah Horowitz at lhorowitz2@law.fordham.edu. 

 
 

 
IV. PUBLIC INTEREST LAW  

 
Public interest, sometimes called public service, law may be described as law in the service of human 
needs. The term, in its broadest definition, includes work with non-profit organizations, the 
government, the judiciary and private public interest law firms.  
 
Public service work can be very rewarding. There are a range of opportunities and career paths are 
varied.  Some attorneys do public service work for their entire career. The College Cost Reduction and 
Access Act of 2007 may help make public service work financially feasible regardless of educational 
debt.   
 
See resources posted by Equal Justice Works at http://www.equaljusticeworks.org/student-debt,by 
national expert Heather Jarvis at http://askheatherjarvis.com/ and Fordham Law’s Financial Aid Office 
at http://law.fordham.edu/financialaid. 

Others may do a combination of public service and law firm practice as their life’s work. Attorneys at 
firms may do pro bono work, a form of public service, providing their services for free to advance the 
rights of an individual or group that cannot afford to pay for counsel.  
 
The Public Interest Resource Center (PIRC) can introduce you to dynamic public service possibilities 
during your three or four years at Fordham. We co-sponsor panels where practitioners, including 
Fordham alumni, talk about their work, career choices, and job opportunities. We participate in a 
number of public service career fairs where you can meet and interview with a range of employers from 
across the country. PIRC counselors can meet with you to help you explore your interests.   
 
There are many public service summer internship opportunities for law students, including some that 
come with funding or for which outside funding is available (Part VII of this Guide contains a fuller 
discussion of Funding for Public Service Work). We use the words ‘internship’ and ‘externship’ 
interchangeably in this guide. Internships generally mean work with an organization or agency that is 
independent of the law school and include positions that are purely voluntary, or offer a stipend or a 
salary. Externships often convey that academic credit is given for the work, requiring an academic 
component.  
 
Public service employers, both government and non-profits, often operate with lean staff. They are eager 
for assistance, and often provide law student interns with the opportunity to work on interesting projects 
with significant responsibility. A summer, or semester, in public service enables you to hone your 
lawyering skills and do meaningful work. Academic credit is available during each semester, after the 
completion of your first year, with select public externship organizations. For more information, see the 
Externship Program’s webpage at http://law.fordham.edu/externships.  

http://www.equaljusticeworks.org/student-debt
http://askheatherjarvis.com/
http://law.fordham.edu/financialaid
http://law.fordham.edu/externships


10 

 

 
Many public service employers hire recent graduates. Many of the larger organizations and 
agencies have developed special training programs for newly admitted attorneys.   
 
The following represent some of the main settings in which public service attorneys practice. 
Alumni of Fordham Law are working in each of these settings and PIRC counselors can help 
connect you with them.    
 
 
A.  Public Interest/Non-Profit Organizations  
 
Each non-profit organization has its own mission and program focus.  Examples of the issues they 
address include Animal Law, AIDS/HIV, Arts, Children/Youth, Civil Rights, Civil Liberties, 
Community Economic Development, Consumer Protection, Criminal Justice, Death Penalty, Education, 
Elderly, Environment/Energy/Utilities, Family, Farm/Migrant Workers, 
Gay/Lesbian/Bisexual/Transgender, Government Accountability, Health, Homelessness/Housing, 
Immigration, International Human Rights, National Security, Native American, Prisoners’ Rights, 
Reproductive Issues, Voting/Campaign Finance, Women’s Issues, and Workers’ Rights. Some 
organizations primarily serve the interests of individual clients and others a social cause or issue. Some 
non-profits are issue-oriented and others are more client-service oriented. Many non-profits combine 
issue-oriented and client-service oriented advocacy. Some excellent Handbooks on many of these 
practice areas are available at http://law.fordham.edu/practicearearesources.   
 
Issue-oriented groups are often involved in “impact litigation.” They undertake cases to create legal 
policy and precedents that affect large numbers of people on a particular issue. They may also do 
advocacy, lobbying, grass roots organizing and other activities designed to protect legal rights or bring 
about social change. Examples include Legal Momentum, the ACLU, the Center for Constitutional 
Rights, and the NAACP Legal Defense and Education Fund.   
 
Direct client-service oriented organizations represent individual clients with legal problems.  Examples 
include most legal services/legal aid programs (described below), the Children’s Law Center, and 
Sanctuary for Families.   
 
Legal Services/Legal Aid  
Legal services and legal aid offices are non-profit organizations whose primary mission is to provide 
free or low-cost legal representation to low-income individuals and grassroots groups.  In some locations 
the terms “legal services” and “legal aid” are interchangeable. In others there is a distinction based on 
the sources of funding received by the office. In some locations, legal aid offices, such as The Legal Aid 
Society in New York City, provide both civil and criminal representation.  
 
The practice areas of legal services and legal aid offices vary from office to office, but may 
include housing, family, consumer, public benefits, bankruptcy, and education law.   
 
The type of legal assistance provided depends in part on the region of the country, the demographics of 
the local community and the provider’s funding sources. A rural legal services office may provide 
assistance to migrant farm workers or local coal miners, while an urban office may have a project 
devoted to those with HIV/AIDS.   

http://law.fordham.edu/practicearearesources


11 

 

 
The Directory of Legal Aid & Defender Offices and Resources, published by the National Legal Aid 
and Defender Association, available in the PIRC Office, includes listings of addresses and key contact 
information of civil legal aid offices across the country, as well as state and national support and 
resource centers. 
 
 
Criminal Defense  
The constitutional right to legal counsel means that all states must provide attorneys (“public 
defenders”) to low-income individuals facing imprisonment for alleged violation of law. In some states 
and municipalities, defense attorneys are employed by the government. In others, attorneys work for 
non-profit organizations that contract with the government to provide legal services. The Legal Aid 
Society in New York City contracts with the City to provide attorneys to indigent criminal defendants.  
The City of New York also contracts with other non-profits, such as the New York County Defender 
Services and Brooklyn Defender Services to provide criminal defense services.   
 
Criminal defense attorneys who represent clients at the trial court level gain experience, almost 
immediately, in interviewing clients, investigating cases, dealing with witnesses, performing legal 
research, trial preparation and appearing in court at hearings and trials. Depending on how the office 
operates and how the work is assigned, defense attorneys may also draft motions and appeals.  In some 
offices, defense attorneys represent both juveniles and adults.  
 
Some public defender organizations such as The Bronx Defenders and the Neighborhood Defender 
Service of Harlem provide holistic legal representation to their clients and their families and may 
provide legal assistance in civil matters including immigration, housing, and government benefits, as 
well as non-legal counseling and social services.  
 
Criminal defense work includes appellate practice and post-conviction challenges. For example, the 
Legal Aid Society in New York City has a Criminal Appeals Bureau. Several other non-profits such 
as the Office of the Appellate Defender and Appellate Advocates also undertake appellate 
representation.  Organizations such as the Innocence Project take on cases years after conviction 
based on DNA tests and other issues. This work entails substantial research, writing and arguing 
appeals.  It may involve little or no client contact or trial work.   
 
There are organizations that specialize in the defense of clients facing the death penalty, such as the 
Southern Center for Human Rights.    
 
The Directory of Legal Aid & Defender Offices and Resources, published by the National Legal Aid and 
Defender Association, available in the PIRC Office, includes listings of addresses and key contact 
information for public defender offices across the country, as well as state and national support and 
resource centers.   
 
A list of public defender organizations in New York State, listed by counties may be found at 
https://nysda.site-ym.com/?page=Chiefs. 
 
 
 

https://nysda.site-ym.com/?page=Chiefs
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B.  Government Sector  
 
Opportunities for law students and attorneys exist at every level of government, from local to national.  
These government or “public sector” jobs refer to federal, state, and city or municipal positions with 
agencies, departments, commissions and legislative bodies. They also include work at public 
corporations and quasi-government organizations, such as the New York State Housing Trust Fund. 
 
Criminal Prosecution  
U.S. Attorneys and District Attorneys, often called “prosecutors,” prosecute individuals charged with 
violating criminal laws at the federal and local level. Prosecutors work closely with police and other 
law enforcement officers. While the victim of a crime may be a critical witness in a criminal case, 
prosecutors do not represent the victims. Instead, the cases are brought on behalf of the “People” of the 
jurisdiction and prosecutors work for the government. See http://www.daasny.com/ for links to New 
York District Attorneys’ Offices.  
 
Criminal prosecutors at the trial court level gain immediate experience in interviewing witnesses, legal 
research, trial preparation, and court appearances. Prosecutors working in appellate bureaus or divisions 
do legal research, write briefs, and argue before the appellate courts.   
 
Federal Government 
The federal government hires lawyers and law students for a variety of tasks and in a number of 
agencies and departments. These attorneys may be involved in administrative, regulatory and advisory 
processes; writing briefs and opinions; legislative drafting; research and review of special problems in 
contract, tort, criminal and constitutional law cases; and in taxation, labor relations or antitrust 
regulation.  Some may practice at the administrative, trial court, or appellate levels.   
 
The U.S. Department of Justice (“DOJ”) represents the United States government through its offices of 
the U.S. Attorney and also has almost 40 Departmental components in almost every practice area (e.g. 
Antitrust Division, Civil Rights Division). DOJ is the largest federal employer of attorneys. The 
Department offers extensive legal internship programs to law students with challenging opportunities in 
Washington, D.C. and in cities across America for positions during the summer and throughout the 
academic year. The DOJ selects law students during the summer through its Summer Law Intern 
Program (SLIP), DOJ’s competitive recruitment program for compensated summer internships, as well 
as through its Volunteer Legal Intern Recruitment. 
 
For more information on SLIP, see http://www.justice.gov/careers/legal/summer-intern.html. DOJ hires 
graduating law students through its Honors Program http://www.justice.gov/careers/legal/entry.html.  
 
Other significant sources of federal legal employment are in the many independent agencies of the 
federal government, such as the Department of Labor (DOL), Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) and the Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC). Congressional committees and 
commissions may hire attorneys to carry out their work. Legislators may also hire lawyers to work on 
policy and legal issues. While most federal employers are based in Washington, D.C., some agencies, 
like the EPA and the Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) have offices in New 
York City and across the country. It is important to know that these agencies and committees do not 
have uniform hiring practices. You need to be creative in your effort to find these positions.  (See 
Resources section below)  

http://www.daasny.com/
http://www.justice.gov/careers/legal/summer-intern.html
http://www.justice.gov/careers/legal/entry.html
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State Government 
Each state has an Attorney General who is the attorney for the state and has a staff of attorneys to litigate 
suits for and against the state. This is usually the state government’s largest legal office. Many states 
also have executive, legislative and/or judicial departments and agencies, similar to those at the federal 
level, which hire attorneys to draft, interpret and enforce state regulations, and to give advice to the 
agency officials and employees on issues related to the agency’s programs and activities.  
 
State legislative bodies, such as New York State’s Assembly and Senate, have committees and 
commissions that may hire attorneys to carry out their work. Individual state legislators may hire 
lawyers to work on policy and legal issues.     
 
Local Government 
The legal office representing local government entities may have titles such as city attorney, town 
attorney, village attorney, city law department or corporation counsel. These offices act as the attorney 
for the mayor, other elected officials and local agencies. Their attorneys both bring cases on behalf of 
and defend cases against the locality, elected official or government agency. They also represent the 
government in matters involving contracts, financial instruments and real estate transactions.   
 
Positions in local government for law students and recent law graduates are often available in city 
law departments, prosecutors’ and public defenders’ offices. The New York City Law Department 
hires many recent graduates in a variety of its divisions and practice areas every year.  
 
Local legislative bodies, such as New York City’s City Council, have committees and commissions 
that may hire attorneys to carry out their work.  Individual council members may hire lawyers to 
work on policy and legal issues.    
 
The International Municipal Lawyers Association (http://www.imla.org) is a non-profit organization 
dedicated to advancing the interests and education of local government lawyers and is a useful resource, 
particularly if you are interested in reaching out to municipal entities outside of NYC.   
 
 
C.  Judicial  
 
The judiciary provides many opportunities for attorneys and law students. Post-graduate clerkships 
with judges and staff attorney positions with the courts exist at the federal, state and local levels in 
both trial and appellate courts. In addition, federal magistrate judges and bankruptcy judges hire law 
clerks, as do the judges of specialty courts such as the U.S. Immigration Court, the U.S. Tax Court, the 
U.S. Court of Federal Claims and the U.S. Court of Appeals for Veteran Claims. Many judges also 
accept legal interns as volunteers during the summer and school year.  
 
Post-graduate clerkships can be for a specific duration, usually one or two years, or for an indefinite 
time period as a permanent position. Some courts, such as the New York State Supreme Court and 
the Appellate Division, have a team or “pool” of clerks, all attorneys, who work as full-time 
employees.  
 
 

http://www.imla.org/
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D.  Public Interest Law Firms  
 
Public interest law firms are private firms whose primary mission is to assist under-represented people 
or causes, rather than solely to maximize profit. Practice areas may include plaintiff’s side employment 
discrimination, unions, civil rights, consumer rights, criminal defense, environmental issues, disability 
rights, LGBTQ+ rights, prisoners’ rights, product liability, tenants’ rights, family and child advocacy, 
immigration, and consumer law. The firms generally support their work through contingency and 
statutory attorney’s fees. Clients may be represented regardless of their ability to pay and may be 
charged on a sliding fee scale. Some matters are handled as pro bono work.  
 
Resources to identify such firms will be discussed in Section V.B and includes the Private Public 
Interest Law Firm Guide available at https://hls.harvard.edu/dept/opia/private-public-interest-law-and-
plaintiffs-firm-guide/  
 
 
 

V.  PUBLIC SERVICE JOB SEARCH  
 
A.  Timing: Starting the Job Search  
 
Below is a step by step outline of suggested timelines for each class. Here are some guidelines that 
each class should keep in mind:  
 
• Begin researching employers and networking at your earliest opportunity, even though many public 
service employers will not hire until the late winter. [Some organizations, typically the largest national 
civil rights, human rights and environmental organizations such as the American Civil Liberties Union 
(ACLU), the Center for Constitutional Rights (CCR), Human Rights Watch (HRW), and Natural 
Resources Defense Council (NRDC) will make summer internship hiring decisions in the fall].  Note, it 
is generally less competitive to secure an internship with such organizations during a semester of the 
academic year than during the summer.  
 
• Some government agencies (federal, state and local), particularly the honors programs described 
below, have early deadlines for both summer and post-graduate employment. It is important to be aware 
of the specific requirements to apply for a particular job, including the necessary forms and deadlines.  
Resources to help you identify such deadlines will be discussed in Part V. 
 
 
i.  The 1L/1E Summer Public Interest Job Search:  
 
• Go the Public Interest Legal Career Reception in September to give yourself a preview of the range of 
work you can do during your first summer. 
 
• Attend the program, “Charting Your Public Service Path in Law School” in September.   
 
• Go to workshops by the CPC and PIRC including Summer Public Interest Job Search, and Resume 
and Cover Letter Writing workshops in the fall.  
 

https://hls.harvard.edu/dept/opia/private-public-interest-law-and-plaintiffs-firm-guide/
https://hls.harvard.edu/dept/opia/private-public-interest-law-and-plaintiffs-firm-guide/
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• Begin to familiarize yourself with practice areas and settings in October and November.  Review of 
the resources below is a good way to start.  
 
• Attend, “What I Did Last Summer – a Student to Student Fair,” where second and third year students 
will informally talk with first year students about the public service organizations and agencies they 
worked with during the summer and school year.  
 
• Register & attend the Equal Justice Works Career Fair and Conference (EJW) in Arlington, VA 
(Metro Washington, D.C. area) in October to participate in informational tables and interviews. More 
detailed information will be provided to you by email; also at  http://www.equaljusticeworks.org  
 
• Attend PIRC programs and panels in practice areas in which you have an interest. You’ll usually have 
an opportunity to informally approach the attorneys before or after the programs—it’s a great way to 
network.  
 
• Apply for summer funding early (deadlines vary—more detailed information is provided in Part VII 
of the Guide; check  your emails for dates).  
 
• Research and identify organizations and agencies that are of interest to you in November and 
December. Review the resources below.  
 
• Work on a draft of your resume and cover letter and meet with counselors in the CPC and/or PIRC 
(1Ls in November and December; 2Ls/3Ls/4Ls revise after every semester).   
 
• Register in November for the Public Interest Legal Career Fair (PILC Fair) held in February. 
https://pilcfair.law.nyu.edu/. Attend the PIRC program to orient you to the PILC Fair. Review the list of 
employers who will attend PILC Fair in November and December. Upload your resume and cover letter 
in December—winter break is an ideal time. (Detailed information will be emailed to you about the 
PILC Fair, including registration and instructions on uploading your resume, and can be placed in this 
binder when it becomes available).  
 
• Review evaluations by students of public service organizations and agencies, available on the CPC 
website, “Summer Job Evaluation Database,” under the CPC Online Job Search Resources.  
 
• Don’t limit your job search to the PILC Fair—do a complete job search and send in your resumes and 
cover letters (1Ls may begin in December; 2Ls/3Ls/4Ls in early fall). While some employers will 
continue to receive cover letters and resumes into the spring, some will have made offers by the end of 
February.  
 
• Participate in the PIRC mock-interview program in January/early February (you can also request one 
at anytime). 
 
• Follow-up with employers (later on in this Guide we discuss how!). 
 
• Educate yourself about the benefits of the College Cost Reduction Act of 2007.  
 
 

http://www.equaljusticeworks.org/
https://pilcfair.law.nyu.edu/
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ii. The 2L/2E/3E Summer Public Interest Job Search:  
 
• The second (and third year evening) summer public interest job search starts much earlier than the 
1L/1E search. Whether you intend to participate in Early Interview Week or not, begin your search 
early.  Some highly competitive employers have early fall deadlines. For example, the Summer Law 
Internship at the U.S. Department of Justice and the U.S. Attorney’s Office has an early September 
deadline. (The “Government Honors and Internship Programs” handbook, referenced in the 
Resources—Public Sector/Government below describes the various programs and their deadlines).  
 
• Attend the Public Interest Legal Career Reception in September at Fordham Law School to network 
with potential summer employers.     
 
• Revise your resume to reflect your first (and for 2Es, your second) summer’s internship(s), include 
any fall semester clinic or externship you are involved in, any PIRC student group experiences during 
your 1L/1LE and 2LE years, and any other relevant updates. Revise after every semester. 
 
• Meet with a CPC and/or PIRC counselor to tailor your job search strategy.  
 
• Check the schedule of fall On Campus Interviews (OCI) and sign-up for any public service employers 
you are interested in.  (Note, many public service employers do not have the attorney resources to 
participate in OCI and so the number of public service employers on campus will not be as extensive as 
law firm.) The Equal Justice Works Career Fair and Conference (EJW) in Arlington, VA (Metro 
Washington, D.C. area) each October will provide you with an opportunity to interview with public 
service employers from throughout the country and is particularly valuable if you are interested in work 
outside of New York City. (Information on how to register, employers attending, and scheduling 
interviews and how to register will be provided to you by email; also see EJW’s website, 
http://www.equaljusticeworks.org). 
 
• Continue to attend PIRC programs and panels in practice areas in which you have an interest.  
Remember – participating attorneys and practice areas vary from year to year. You’ll usually have an 
opportunity to informally approach the attorneys before or after the programs – it’s an important, easy, 
and great way to network.  
 
• Register in November for the Public Interest Legal Career Fair (PILC Fair) held in February. 
https://pilcfair.law.nyu.edu/. Review the list of employers who will attend the PILC Fair in November 
and December.  Upload your resume and cover letter in November and December. (Detailed information 
will be emailed to you about the PILC Fair including registration and instructions on uploading your 
resume).  
 
• Don’t limit your job search to the PILC Fair—expand the resources you use and independently send 
out cover letters and resumes in the late fall and early winter.  
 
• Follow-up with employers.  

 
• Apply for summer funding (deadlines vary – more detailed information below, check your emails for 
dates).  
 

http://www.equaljusticeworks.org/
https://pilcfair.law.nyu.edu/
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• Review the benefits of the College Cost Reduction and Access Act of 2007.  
 
 
iii.  Fall and Spring Internships/Externships (all years):  
 

It is often easier to secure an internship or externship during a school semester than during the 
summer. If you have not been offered a summer position at the organization or agency which was your 
“first choice,” do not consider it a “rejection”; you may have been their next choice and they have 
limited positions. You can immediately contact the employer and ask if you can intern with them during 
the semester. The timeline for semester long externships varies greatly—generally the more competitive 
an organization, the earlier the deadline.   
 
The following resources may be helpful in your job search: (i) PSJD.org; (ii) Fordham Law’s on-line job 
bank (https://law-fordham-csm.symplicity.com/).  
 
 
iv.  3L/4E Post-Graduate Public Service Job Search: 
 
 There is no single path to a career in public service. Your post-graduate job search may include 
applications for a staff attorney position, judicial clerkship, post graduate public interest fellowships, and 
government honors programs. Each will have varying deadlines in the late summer and earlier fall.  For 
some detailed information regarding:  
 
•  How the College Cost Reduction and Access Act of 2007 may make public service a viable choice 
regardless of your educational debt, see the resources posted by Equal Justice Works at 
http://www.equaljusticeworks.org/student-debt and by national expert Heather Jarvis at 
http://askheatherjarvis.com and set up a meeting with Fordham Law’s Financial Aid Office.    
 
•  Judicial Clerkships: See “Judicial” in Resources section below. 
 
•  Post Graduate Public Interest Fellowships: See Part VII of this Guide, “Funding for Public Service 
Work, Section C, Post-Graduate Fellowships.” Also see, “Post Graduate Public Interest Fellowships: 
An Introduction and Overview of the Process,” available on our website at 
http://law.fordham.edu/postgradfellowships 

•  Government Honors Programs: See Public Sector/Government section below.  
 
We strongly encourage all students who are interested in pursuing public service work to meet with a 
PIRC counselor. There are a number of specialized resources, depending upon your particular area(s) of 
interest. In addition, we will assist you in tailoring your job search strategy. While some employers list 
their application process and timeline on their website, others do not. PIRC is in contact and has 
established relationships with a number of public interest employers and can help you navigate the 
process.  
 
We recommend that you include the following as part of your job search:  

 
• Participate in Job Fairs:  Both formal interviews and table talk have led to job offers.  Even 

https://law-fordham-csm.symplicity.com/
http://www.equaljusticeworks.org/student-debt
http://askheatherjarvis.com/
http://law.fordham.edu/postgradfellowships
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employers who may not be in the position to make offers immediately at the Fair, may ‘mark’ the 
resumes of strong candidates to save for the future when positions become available.  

 
• Network:  Reach out to attorneys you’ve worked with during any internship/externships as well as 

your professors who teach or have practiced in the areas of your interest. Let them know you are 
beginning your job search. Ask for their advice, any suggestions as to attorneys to contact, and to let 
you know if they become aware of any opportunities available upon your graduation.  
 

• On Campus Interviews (OCI).  Check the schedule of employers coming to Fordham on the CPC 
website and sign-up with public service employers. 

 
• Informational Interviews:  You can begin to contact organizations and agencies you have an 

interest in, even if there may be no current openings. An introduction to the person by a PIRC or 
CPC counselor, a former employer, or professor can make a difference in ‘opening doors’ for such 
an interview. A well-crafted letter or e-mail expressing your interest in the employer and their work 
can also be effective, even without a personal referral. While public interest attorneys are very busy, 
they will often take the time to meet with students or recent graduates who have a demonstrated 
commitment to their work.  

 
• Bar Associations:  Connect with practicing lawyers in your area of interest by attending meetings, 

panels and trainings. National, state and local bar associations all have numerous committees.  
Membership is usually free/low cost for law students/new attorneys.  The American Bar Association 
(http://www.abanet.org), New York State Bar Association (http://www.nysba.org), NYC Bar 
Association (http://www.nycbar.org) and New York County Lawyers Association 
(http://www.nycla.org) have lists of sections and committees easily accessible. You may want to 
explore other bar associations related to your area of interest or identity [e.g. Asian American Bar 
Association of New York (http://www.aabany.org), Hispanic National Bar Association 
(http://www.hnba.com), Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender Law Association of Greater New 
York (https://www.lgbtbarny.org), Metropolitan Black Bar Association (http://www.mbbanyc.org), 
National Lawyers Guild (http://www.nlg.org)]. In addition, there are bar associations related to 
particular practice areas, which often have local affiliates [e.g. American Immigration Lawyers 
Association (http://www.aila.org), National Employment Lawyers Association 
(https://www.nela.org/). 

 
 
B.  Resources  
 
The PIRC and CPC have resources to help you in your public service job search.  We highlight a 
number of resources below.  There are a number of online resources, some of which are listed on PIRC’s 
website http://law.fordham.edu/practicearearesources); additional websites are listed in Tab 18 of the 
Professional Development Handbook.  Hard copies of resources are available in both the PIRC Office 
and CPC Resource Library.  For a full listing of the available resources search Fullpac, the Fordham 
University Law Library Public Access Catalog.  Go to http://lawpac.fordham.edu/search/X and search 
by the keyword “*” with “CPC Resource Library” as the location.   
 
PIRC and CPC counselors are among the most useful resources.  They have years of experience with 
and extensive knowledge of public service employers, government honors programs, the application 

http://www.abanet.org/
http://www.nysba.org/
http://www.nycbar.org/
http://www.nycla.org/
http://www.aabany.org/
http://www.hnba.com/
https://www.lgbtbarny.org/
http://www.mbbanyc.org/
http://www.nlg.org/
http://www.aila.org/
https://www.nela.org/
http://law.fordham.edu/practicearearesources
http://lawpac.fordham.edu/search/X
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process for post-graduate fellowships, and the judicial clerkship process.  You should meet with the 
counselors to discuss your interests and to help tailor your job search strategies.  We encourage you to 
review the print and online resources before you meet with PIRC and CPC so you can maximize the 
personal attention you receive.  
 
Non-Profits and Public/Government Sector  
 

PSJD – Your Pathway to Public Service Legal Careers is an initiative of NALP and is a 
clearinghouse of public service opportunities for lawyers and law students.  Students and alumni of 
Fordham Law, a member school, use the online database to perform customized searches of several 
thousand public service organizations and agencies, as well as opportunities nationwide and around the 
world.  The “Search Opportunities” database will include short-term (e.g. summer, semester long), 
volunteer, and paid internships as well as post-graduate jobs, and fellowships.  Students can access PSJD 
at http://www.psjd.org/.  Registration is simple and free to Fordham students and alumni.   

 
Do not limit your job search solely to organizations and agencies who have advertised 

positions (listed as “Search for Job Postings”) on PSJD.  Most employers listed on PSJD will have 
internships available and we encourage you to send cover letters and your resume directly to any 
employers in the database (listed under the “Advanced Search” tab as “Search for Employer 
Profiles”).  Graduating students and alumni can similarly approach any employer listed.  Employers 
will have information on their individual websites on how to apply. Employers may sometimes call 
applicants with impressive backgrounds, even if they do not currently have a position and/or keep 
your cover letter and resume on file and review them when a position becomes available.  For more 
information see one of the PIRC counselors in Room LL-100 or call 212-636-6952.   
 

An extensive set of handbooks and guides which focus on particular practice areas or issues 
related to public service careers are available on PSJD.org (click on “Resource Central” and then 
“Public Service Career Paths,” and then any of the following tabs:  Government, Non-Profit, Public 
Interest Law Firms, Think Tanks/Policy Organizations, International. PIRC also has posted a number of 
online resource handbooks, guides and information sheets, organized by practice area, on its website:   
http://law.fordham.edu/practicearearesources  

Serving the Public: A Job Search Guide – This two volume set contains information on public 
service jobs, summer and post-graduate fellowship opportunities and job strategies designed specifically 
for the public service sector. It contains an excellent overview of public service practice areas and 
settings and contains personal profiles of lawyers who have taken varying paths to public services.  
Volume I contains domestic opportunities and Volume II international ones. Copies are available in the 
PIRC Office, CPC Resource Library, and the Reserve Desk in the Law Library. 

    
Idealist – Idealist.org is an on-line data base with over 60,000 nonprofit and community 

organizations in 165 countries and lists both paid positions and volunteer opportunities. Although 
PSJD is the largest data base for public interest legal jobs, some employers only list on Idealist. 
 

The Directory of Legal Aid & Defender Offices and Resources – Published by the National 
Legal Aid and Defender Association (NLADA), available in the PIRC Office, includes listings of 
addresses and key contact information of civil legal aid offices across the country, as well as state and 
national support and resource centers.  

http://www.psjd.org/
http://law.fordham.edu/practicearearesources
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Public Sector/Government  
 

The Government Search Guide – Produced by the CPC, available on the Career Planning 
Center’s website, provides an extensive list of public sector resources.  
 

Government Careers – An excellent set of materials on federal, state and local resources is 
available at https://www.psjd.org/Public_Sector_Career_Paths   

 
Government Honors and Internship Programs – Several branches of the federal government 

and some state and city government offices and agencies offer structured internship and honors 
programs for students and recent graduates. For information on these programs and their application 
timelines/deadlines, visit http://arizonahandbooks.com/ (please ask staff in PIRC or the CPC for the 
current username and password), or use the link on the CPC website. Students should visit this website 
early and often as it is frequently updated with new listings and information.  
 

Three of the largest government honors programs we wish to highlight are: 
 
  The New York State Excelsior Service Fellowship Program - a program initiated in 
2013 to attract talented graduates who are committed to a career in public service.  Fellows work full-
time in the Executive Branch of New York State government and may be assigned to roles in the 
Governor’s or Lieutenant Governor’s Office or to positions in NYS agencies. 
http://www.ny.gov/ExcelsiorFellowship 

  The Presidential Management Fellowship Program (PMF) - a wonderful way to 
begin a career with the federal government. The PMF Program seeks outstanding individuals from a 
variety of academic disciplines who are interested in, and committed to, a career in the analysis and 
management of public policies and programs.  http://www.pmf.gov  
 
  The Department of Justice (DOJ) – the nation’s largest law firm hires graduating law 
students in almost every practice area through its highly competitive Honors Program. 
http://www.justice.gov/legal-careers 
 

Federal Legal Employment Guide – This is a good resource for federal agencies and is 
available online at https://www.psjd.org/federal-legal-employment-guide 

 
The United States Government Manual - Provides comprehensive information on the 

agencies of the legislative, judicial, and executive branches. It also includes information on quasi-
official agencies; international organizations in which the United States participates; and boards, 
commissions, and committees. It is available as an electronic publication, free of charge, on the GPO 
Access Service, maintained by the U.S. Government Printing Office: http://www.archives.gov/federal-
register/publications/government-manual.html  

 
USAJOBS is the official job site of the United States government. It describes itself as a one-

stop source for federal jobs and employment information.  http://www.usajobs.gov  
 

https://www.psjd.org/Public_Sector_Career_Paths
http://arizonahandbooks.com/
http://www.ny.gov/ExcelsiorFellowship
http://www.pmf.gov/
http://www.justice.gov/legal-careers
https://www.psjd.org/federal-legal-employment-guide
http://www.archives.gov/federal-register/publications/government-manual.html
http://www.archives.gov/federal-register/publications/government-manual.html
http://www.usajobs.gov/
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 Plum Book - The United States Government Policy and Supporting Positions (known as the 
“Plum Book”) includes federal job listings. https://www.govinfo.gov/collection/plum-book 

Judicial  
 
There are a number of specialized resources including:  

 
CPC Website – http://www.fordham.edu/info/22537/jd. On the CPC website, you will find a 
number of resources including (if you need assistance logging in, contact CPC). All online 
resources are available under the CPC Job Search Guides and Materials heading then select 
Judicial Clerkships and Internships:  

 
CPC Judicial Internship/Externship Guide  
(on the website, follow instructions above then select the Judicial Internship/Externship 

 Resources page) 
 
CPC Judicial Clerkship Handbook:  Geared toward post-graduate clerkships;  
updated annually.  
(on the website, follow instructions above then select the Post-Graduate Judicial 

 Clerkships page) 
 

Instructions For Compiling A Judge List Using Symplicity [PDF]:   
(on the website, follow instructions above then select the Judicial Internship/Externship 

 Resources page) 
 

Known Fordham Judges:  A list of known Fordham alumni judges (and/or judges who 
are actively involved with Fordham or have previously hired Fordham students) in 
federal and state courts and their contact information.  
(on the website, follow instructions above then select the Post-Graduate Judicial 

 Clerkships page then under FLS PROPRIETARY CLERKSHIP RESOURCES) 
 

 
CPC State Court Clerkships in the Tri-State Area:  Geared toward post-graduate 
clerkships; updated annually.  
(on the website, follow instructions above then select the Post-Graduate Judicial 
Clerkships page) 
 
Almanac of the Federal Judiciary:  Contains contact information as well as brief 
biographical sketches for each federal judge.  It is available as a hard copy two 
volume set in the CPC Resource Library and the Law Library, as well as through 
Westlaw. (Available in hard copy in the CPC Resource Library) 

 
The American Bench:  Contains contact information for federal and state judges, a brief 
description of the court system and short resumes of the judges. It is available in a hard 
copy in the CPC Resource Library and the Law Library. (Available in hard copy in the 
CPC Resource Library) 
 

https://www.govinfo.gov/collection/plum-book
https://www.govinfo.gov/collection/plum-book
http://www.fordham.edu/info/22537/jd
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Leadership Connect (previously Judicial Yellow Book):  This resource contains 
information on federal and state court judges (however, it does not include information 
on state court judges at the trial court level).  The Judicial Yellow Book is now 
available online 
at:  https://web.v2.go.lawnet.fordham.edu/ezproxy/sitepages/home.aspx?desturl=https:/
/fls.idm.oclc.org/login?url=https://app.leadershipconnect.io/ or through the law 
library.  From the Law Library’s homepage at https://library.law.fordham.edu/ , hover 
over the “Research” navigation tab at the top of the page and select “Databases.” On 
the left-hand side, select “Databases by title,” then select the letter “L.” Select 
“Leadership Connect (Yellow Books),” which is the 7th database listed. From here, you 
can search directly for the name, role, or organization you want, or you can select 
“Courts” on the navigation bar on the left-hand side. 

 
Guide to State Judicial Clerkships:  A good resource to find the specific application 
procedures for State Court Clerkships. This is available online at  
 http://forms.vermontlaw.edu/career/guides/.  (Contact the CPC for username and 
password). This site is also available online through the CPC website under the Post-
Graduate Judicial Clerkships link.  

 
Public Interest Law Firms  
 

Private Public Interest and Plaintiff's Firm Guide - Provides an overview of this practice 
setting, how they work, narratives on what it’s like to work in them, and a directory of such firms.  The 
guide is available courtesy of the Center for Public Interest Law at Columbia Law School and Harvard 
Law School's Office of Public Interest Advising at: https://hls.harvard.edu/dept/opia/private-public-
interest-law-and-plaintiffs-firm-guide/  
 
 
C.  Public Service Programs and Events  
 
PIRC and CPC sponsor panels and programs to:  

• Introduce you to practice areas, settings, and employers  
 

• Help you gain skills to conduct your public service job search  
 

• Prepare you for career fairs and interviews  
 

• Help you identify and apply for post-graduate fellowships  
 

• Educate you about financial planning to help make public service a realistic choice  
 
 
We encourage you to attend as many of the programs and events as you can. Many of the programs 
provide you with an opportunity to network with attorneys who are working with employers that will be 
of interest to you. In addition, some programs will feature the perspectives and experiences of your 
upper level classmates.  An example of programs include:  
 

https://web.v2.go.lawnet.fordham.edu/ezproxy/sitepages/home.aspx?desturl=https://fls.idm.oclc.org/login?url=https://app.leadershipconnect.io/
https://web.v2.go.lawnet.fordham.edu/ezproxy/sitepages/home.aspx?desturl=https://fls.idm.oclc.org/login?url=https://app.leadershipconnect.io/
https://library.law.fordham.edu/
http://forms.vermontlaw.edu/career/guides/
https://hls.harvard.edu/dept/opia/private-public-interest-law-and-plaintiffs-firm-guide/
https://hls.harvard.edu/dept/opia/private-public-interest-law-and-plaintiffs-firm-guide/
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• Your Public Interest Career Path in Law School 
• What I Did Last Summer - Student to Student Fair (geared towards 1Ls) 
• Your Career in Government 
• Your Career with Non-Profit Organizations 
• PIRC Public Service Job Search Orientation (separate sessions for 1L Job Search, 2L Summer, 

and 3L/4E Post-Graduate) 
• Interviewing with District Attorneys 
• Interviewing with Public Defenders 
• Public Service Practice Profiles and Pathways to Practice focusing on particular practice areas 
• Prepare for Your Interviews & Table Talk at the Public Interest Legal Career Fair 
• Clerkships as a Pathway to Public Interest Careers 
• Post-Graduate Public Interest Fellowships series  

 
Programs are announced by email to your Fordham email account, in PIRC-UP! (PIRC’s weekly email 
newsletter), in CPC’s weekly e-newsletter Weekly Happenings, in the Weekly Brief (the weekly 
newsletter distributed by the Office of Student Affairs), PIRC’s Facebook page, flyers on bulletin boards 
throughout the law school, on the law school calendar (http://law.fordham.edu/calendar), 
and on PIRC’s own calendar (http://law.fordham.edu/pirccalendar). PIRC’s fall calendar is included in 
the appendix.  
 
Most programs are video recorded. The recordings are available on our LawNet page at 
http://law.fordham.edu/pirclawnet. 
 
If you have ideas or suggestions for programs, please let PIRC staff know—we are always interested 
in developing events which are suited to your particular interests. Drop by the PIRC office or email us 
at PIRC@law.fordham.edu.    
 
Public Service Legal Career Receptions and Job Fairs  
 
Public service career receptions and job fairs are great opportunities to meet with a large and diverse 
selection of public service employers, in one place and over the course of only a few hours. Receptions 
provide a chance to talk with attorneys who work with non-profits, government agencies and private 
public interest law firms to learn about practice areas and settings, types of work and career paths. Job 
fairs are primarily designed to let you interview with a number of employers from around the country 
over the course of one or two days, but often also include separate opportunities to meet and talk with 
attorneys in “table talk” informal settings.   
 
PIRC coordinates Fordham’s participation in several receptions and fairs including:  
 
Public Interest Legal Career Reception – Held annually in New York City at the very beginning of the 
fall semester at Fordham Law, it is a great way to meet more than 100 metro-area (and beyond) public 
service employers in an informal setting. Employers sit behind tables and are there to talk with you 
about their work and their own careers. They will distribute literature about their organization or agency, 
and answer questions. You can gather information about the public service job market, make contacts 
and speak with public service practitioners and other students who share your interests. You will learn 
about the range of public service work and become able to make better choices in your career planning 

http://law.fordham.edu/calendar
http://law.fordham.edu/pirccalendar
http://law.fordham.edu/pirclawnet
mailto:PIRC@law.fordham.edu
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and job search. Start out the school year by coming to the reception; there’s no pressure because the 
organizations, agencies, and firms are there to reach out to you but not to talk about immediate openings 
as they would at a job fair. No prior registration is necessary. 
 
Equal Justice Works Annual Public Interest Law Career Fair and Conference (EJW Fair) – Held 
in Arlington, VA (Washington, D.C. Metro Area) in October. It is the nation’s largest public service 
career fair and features one-on-one interviews for upper level students and information tables for 
1L/1Es and other classes, along with workshops on “hot” legal issues, organizing and skills 
development. The event attracts more than 150 employers, 1,000 students and recent graduates from 
across the country. It offers law students, law graduates and employers a unique opportunity to meet 
and interview in one location. https://www.equaljusticeworks.org/conference-and-career-fair/about/ 
 
Public Interest Legal Career Fair (PILC Fair) – Co-sponsored by Fordham Law and held at New 
York University School of Law in early February, only a few train stops from Fordham, it’s a great 
resource and we encourage you to participate. Like the EJW Fair, the PILC Fair includes formal 
interviews for summer and full-time post-graduate positions, information tables and panel 
presentations. Approximately 250 employers from across the country participate. Many Fordham 
students receive their summer job offers as a result of this event.  Students must register to participate 
and be eligible for interviews. Registration is free. https://pilcfair.law.nyu.edu/ 
 
PIRC will publicize each of these events. We will provide you with all the written details you need to 
register for the Fairs (including deadlines) and the logistics. We will have orientation programs so that 
you’ll know what to expect and to help prepare you to do your best. It’s key that you check your email 
from PIRC staff so you won’t miss these events and important deadlines.  
 
 
 

VI.  JOB SEARCH TOOLS  
 
A.  Your Professional Materials  
 
i.  Resume 
 
Introduction  
 
Your resume may be the only document an employer will review to decide whether to offer you an 
interview. The resume is also often the ‘conversation starter’ at interviews.  It is therefore the most 
important element in your job search materials. Legal resumes are specialized and therefore any 
version of your resume pre-dating law school is likely to need considerable revision to adapt it to your 
search for legal employment. Attend CPC’s Resume Workshop and then make use of the experienced 
PIRC and CPC counselors to advise you on which of your experiences and skills you will want to 
include and the best way to present them to the employers you target.   
 
You may have different versions of your resumes depending upon the employer. If you are applying for 
positions with both private firms and public service employers, your resume for each may have a 
different focus. For example, a resume submitted to a public service employer should show your 
commitment to public service by including a detailed description of your public or community service-

https://www.equaljusticeworks.org/conference-and-career-fair/about/
https://pilcfair.law.nyu.edu/
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related activities including volunteer work. It is important that the employer recognize that you have a 
commitment to the organization’s mission in addition to your legal skills you are developing. You can 
demonstrate this commitment by detailing your public service-related experiences during law school and 
before.  Public service employers may choose those few who “walk the walk” over the many who can 
“talk the talk.” PIRC and CPC can help you select and organize the content to make the most effective 
presentation. Many 1Ls believe they lack experience because they have not worked for a non-profit or 
government agency. Volunteer activities since high school, such as a neighborhood clean-up, a 
fundraiser for AIDS or breast cancer, religious organization’s community work, or an undergraduate 
project can be relevant and should be on your resume. It does not matter that your work has not been 
legal in nature.  It is important that you demonstrate a commitment to public service. Ideally, you want 
to show a commitment to the mission of the organization to which you are applying. If you sat on the 
board of a school group or a non-profit organization, mentored or tutored children, helped build houses 
for Habitat for Humanity, worked at a homeless shelter or did any other volunteer work, public service 
employers will want to know that.   
 
If you do not yet have relevant experience, start gaining it in law school. PIRC student groups, 
externships and the clinics are wonderful ways to gain experience and demonstrate your commitment.  
Consider joining organizations in areas of your interest and/or that provide you with training and 
hands-on opportunities. Employers want to know that you are well-rounded, capable of juggling more 
than your schoolwork and you are an active member of your community. Some student groups give 
1Ls immediate opportunity (after training) to act as an advocate for clients in unemployment, domestic 
violence, immigration matters and more. These experiences not only give you a taste of what such a 
career would be like but also give you marketable experience.  
 
Tailor the information on your resume to the employer’s needs. Students with less experience are 
likely to prepare only one version of their resume. Most 1Ls have only one resume. The more 
experience, the greater opportunity to edit it according to the employer (e.g. public service or private 
firm) or practice area. You do not need to create a different resume for every employer but you may 
want to have more than one version. Highlight information most applicable to the type of practice of 
the employer you are targeting so that it is easy for a reader to quickly and positively evaluate your 
qualifications. This approach conveys that you know the employer and increases your chances of 
being selected. Read the job notice, description of the employer, as well as their website so you may 
get a sense of the groups or interests served, services offered, and skills sought by an employer. Once 
you draft your resume, edit the text and proofread it thoroughly. Never rely only upon spell check.  
One typographical or grammatical error may get your application rejected. A useful proofreading 
technique is to read the document backwards so that you just read the words; it helps you see errors 
you may have overlooked. Have a PIRC or CPC counselor review you resume. Friends can also 
provide valuable review.  
 
Content  
 
Employers often skim resumes; they may spend only approximately 30-45 seconds reviewing it to 
decide whether they wish to interview the applicant. Format your resume so that it catches the reader’s 
attention. Make it clear and avoid a dense or cluttered appearance. Organize the information so that it is 
consistent throughout.  Too many different types of fonts or sizes can be distracting or confusing. 
Underline words or sections or use italics sparingly. Your resume is not the place to be artistic. Put the 
names of schools and former and current employers in bold, so that a prospective employer knows at a 
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glance where you worked and where you went to school.   
 
Use active verbs and be concise. For example, “worked assisting staff attorney with research,” may 
usually be edited to “researched.” Employers are most interested in the following verbs:  wrote, 
edited, drafted, summarized, analyzed, researched, interviewed, advocated, counseled, advised, 
screened, referred. If you can, use ALL of these verbs and use them several times. 
 
The formats found in sample resumes are those with a proven track record. Sample resumes are 
included in the Appendix.  
 
Length and Format  
 
Number of pages:  Address the length of your resume after you have included all appropriate content.  
Reformatting margins, font size, and/or layout can do a lot to retain valuable detail. Your resume should 
be one page, almost without exception, even if you have significant work or volunteer experience. One 
notable exception is a resume for some post-graduate public interest fellowships.   
 
Paragraph or bullets:  Resumes may use either paragraph or bullet format (samples of both resume 
formats are included in the Appendix). Ask a PIRC counselor to help you edit the details of your 
experience and condense entries. You may not immediately grasp how that restaurant work or that 
marketing position can work to your advantage.  
 
Fonts & Margins:  Do not use a font smaller than 11 point – 12 point is preferred – or margins 
smaller than .05” – 1” is preferred – to try to fit your resume onto one page. Use your cover letter or 
the interview to elaborate on your experiences. You do not need to include everything you have ever 
done on your resume.  
 
Heading  
 
Your name, address, telephone number and e-mail address should be at the top of your resume. If you 
are applying to a city or state beyond commuting distance from Fordham Law, it is useful to include an 
address in that area if you have one. If you do not, consider using your parents’ or a relative’s address, 
but be certain that you can promptly respond to any mail you might receive at that address. Include an 
email address and if you use a non-Fordham Law email address, consider an address that simply states 
your name (e.g. be conscious of how an employer may view any ‘clever’ names you may use for emails 
with friends.) If you move or change telephone numbers after you submit your resume, promptly inform 
employers.  
 
Job Objective  
 
Do not include a job objective on a legal resume. Your career objectives are stated in your cover letter.  
 
Education  
 
While you are in law school, your resume will start with the information on your education 
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immediately underneath your name and contact information.1 List your educational credentials with 
your most recent degree first. The education section should highlight your law school and 
undergraduate education, but not high school (unless you are trying to show ties to a particular 
geographic area). Study abroad can be listed separately or as part of another education listing.  
 
Law students should indicate the degree they expect to earn (i.e., J.D.) and the date of graduation (i.e., 
J.D. expected, May 2021 or J.D. Candidate, May 2021). In the education section, you may include the 
sub-categories of Honors and Activities. Honors include academic awards, such as dean’s list, 
scholarships, fellowships, journals, and honors for which you were competitively selected. You should 
consider including your GPA if you have a 3.0 or better. List all school activities, such as student 
organization memberships, elected offices, and volunteer activities. Employers want to know that you 
took an interest in the law school and broader community; were able to balance work, school and 
personal priorities; and took a leadership role. Stacking academic honors or activities, one per line, 
makes a short list more impressive; using a paragraph format accommodates a larger number of entries.  
In either case, put the more important ones first.  
 
Experience  
 
If you have legal or public service experiences that may not be best highlighted by using reverse 
chronological order for all of your listed experiences, you may choose to break your experiences into 
sections such as “Public Service Experience,”  “Legal Experience, ” or “Related Experience.” List 
your experiences, with your most recent first, within each section. There’s no need to distinguish 
between volunteer and paid positions, and you may call this section “Experience” rather than 
“Employment.” If you choose to break your experience into two sections, you can call the second 
section, “Additional Experience.”  
 
You should list the names of the organizations in bold, then the city and state, using post office 
abbreviations, dates of employment by month and year, job title and descriptive text of your experience.  
Your resume is not a biographical sketch, so you need not list everything you have done. To fill time 
gaps during which you have experience unrelated to your goal, simply list the employer, time span and 
position held, with no description, if space allows. If space does not permit, leave gaps, but be prepared 
to explain them during the interview.  
 
If you have few entries and limited text, use bullets with your descriptive text to fill out the page. If you 
have numerous entries or a lot of descriptive text, use a run-on paragraph format. Be articulate, specific 
and detailed when the experience involves writing, research, analysis of statutes, rules, regulations, case 
law, client contact or client interaction, or anything that parallels legal work. If your experience is of a 
scientific or technical nature, write as if your audience has no background in or understanding of the 
work.  
 
The core of your resume is the description of your activities and experience. Describe your work and the 
skills you used to highlight those most relevant to legal positions:  research, writing, analysis, 
interviewing, advising and advocating. This is your opportunity to articulate the experience that qualifies 
you for the position. Your most recent job does not have to have the longest description. Use longer 
descriptions to highlight the work experiences most relevant to your current search. You need not 

                                                           
1 Lawyers with several years of experience will most often list their legal experience first and education thereafter.  
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include all of your responsibilities in each description. Include only those tasks that portray experiences 
and skills relevant to the prospective public service employer.  
 
Use short phrases led by action verbs in the descriptions; the style is more like sound bites than lengthy 
prose.   
 
Review how the targeted organization or agency describes its work and then try to use similar language.  
Repetition of the description of your work, even if your responsibility was the same from employer to 
employer, when relevant to legal work, is beneficial. By using terminology familiar to employers, you 
convey that you understand their organizations.  
 
Don’t worry if you do not have any legal or other experience directly related to the job you are applying 
for. Most jobs have some similarities to legal work. Some of the more common legal experiences are 
research, writing, client interaction and public speaking. For example, if you worked at a software 
company your description might read, “wrote a training manual, maintained business records, and 
provided service to customers.” This sketch indicates writing experience, organizational skills, a 
familiarity with financial issues and interpersonal skills, all of which are relevant to a legal employer.  
 
Additional Sections  
 
Languages:  If you have language skills beyond English, list these languages in a separate section.  
Indicate your ability as beginner, basic, conversational, proficient, fluent or native speaker. Languages 
are incredibly valuable in public service as many programs serve immigrant communities. Language 
skills are also important when seeking work in international law. Accurately describe your language 
ability and be prepared to demonstrate it at a job interview.  
 
Publications:  Particularly relevant publications can be included in a separate section. The citations 
should follow Bluebook format. For school sponsored publications (e.g., a note for a law school 
journal, or a paper or thesis for another school), these may be included under the appropriate 
educational institution listed in the education section of your resume.  
 
Interests:  Generally speaking, this section is more valuable for private sector employment. Public sector 
employers often prefer concrete experience so best to focus on that. Only if room allows, and 
particularly if you need to fill space, you can include a section for interests. Avoid using common 
interests such as running, reading and cooking. Travel and places visited can be useful if they reinforce 
your listed language skills or if you are applying for an international law position. If space is tight, leave 
this section out. In most cases, probably best to leave this section out.  
 
Computer Skills:  Do not list computer skills unless an employer specifically requests specific computer 
knowledge. However, since some law schools do not teach first-year law students to use Westlaw and 
Lexis, you may add these computer research skills during your first year.  
 
References and Writing Sample:  Do not state on your resume that references and a writing sample are 
available upon request. Employers assume that if they ask for them you will provide them. Use a 
separate sheet for your references. For each reference, include the name and current title, employer, 
address, phone number, e-mail address and brief description of the nature and timing of the 
relationship. If you list a reference who has moved to a new position since you worked with them, 
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provide a brief notation in parentheses after their name of their former position and when you worked 
with/for them. Some more tips on references and writing samples are listed below.  
 
Sample resumes are included in the Appendix. Other sample resumes may be found in CPC’s Guide to 
Resumes and Cover Letters, Tab 11 of the Professional Development Handbook.  
 
 
ii.  Cover Letter  
 
Your cover letter is your first writing sample. It should convey in narrative format the position you are 
seeking, your most relevant qualifications and your particular interest in the work of the employer.  
 
Addressing the Cover Letter  
 
Learn the correct spelling of the name and title of the person to whom you are writing. Job notices will 
generally list the contact person. If you are writing “cold” it may take research to discover the name of 
the individual in charge of hiring, but it is worth the effort. It ensures that your letter gets to the 
appropriate person. You can call the organization to get the name and to confirm accurate address and 
spelling. Addressing your letter to a specific individual demonstrates that you are truly interested in the 
employer. A letter addressed, “Dear Sir or Madam,” conveys the impression that you are conducting a 
mass mailing and not sufficiently interested in working for this employer. Occasionally this is 
unavoidable and it should not stop you from sending a timely application.  
 
Content  
 
The cover letter should be one page, should list the date it is written, include the mailing address for 
the recipient (even if it will be submitted electronically), and include three or four paragraphs to 
demonstrate:  
 
1.  Who you are and why you are interested in the position?  In the first paragraph introduce yourself 
and explain why you are writing and what you are seeking, i.e., “I am a 1L at Fordham Law School 
seeking a full-time summer externship with your office.” If you were referred by someone, mention that 
in this paragraph, i. e., “John Doe at South Middlesex Legal Services suggested I contact you.” You 
should be as specific and concret as possible. However, you may want to express your interest with 
some flexibility, for organizations that have multiple practice areas, i.e., “While I have a particular 
interest in child advocacy, I am interested in any opportunities you may have for the summer.” If you 
anticipate being awarded summer funding or academic credit for your summer externship, mention it as 
it is of interest to many public service employers.  
 
2.  What skills you have to offer the employer to distinguish yourself from others?  The second paragraph 
should elaborate three or four of your experiences and skills that are most relevant to the potential 
employer.  Use the research you have done on the employer to help you identify these. You can focus on 
academic achievement, writing, research, analysis, advocacy and client interaction. You may include 
additional skills. Don’t merely restate your resume; the cover letter is an opportunity to present to the 
employer how you have the skills, knowledge and enthusiasm they need by detailing examples of your 
work and experience from your resume.   
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3.  Why you are interested in this particular employer/practice area?  Indicate why the work of the 
particular organization or agency is especially of interest to you. Show your passion for this work and 
explain why this work is so important to you/society. Your audience is likely people who are very 
passionate and committed to the work that they do. They are likely looking for similarly committed and 
passionate people. You may use more than one paragraph if necessary. It is very important, at various 
points in your letter, to demonstrate that you have an understanding of the work that they do, and have 
passion for that work. 
 
4.  Concluding paragraph:  State your interest in arranging an interview to discuss your qualifications 
and the position. Indicate your availability (which can be at a Job Fair that’s scheduled a few weeks after 
you send your cover letter or at a ‘mutually convenient time’ for local employers). When applying to an 
employer outside of the NYC metro area, indicate when you will/can be in the area and ask if you can 
arrange an interview during such time to visit the office. Thank the employer for his/her consideration.  
 
Use the same heading and font style that you used for your resume.   
 
Sample cover letters may be found in the appendix and in CPC’s Guide to Resumes and Cover Letters, 
Tab 11 of the Professional Development Handbook. Do keep in mind that the content for private sector 
covers letter is often quite different from that of public sector cover letters.  
 
iii.  Statement of Interest  
 
Some employers request a statement of interest. The content of the statement of interest is similar to 
that in a cover letter. It should include the specific reasons you want to work with the organization or 
agency and in the particular position and how your experience and skills make you a strong candidate.  
 
iv.  Other Commonly Requested Documents  
 
Your initial submission to an employer will generally consist of a cover letter and resume. With rare 
exception, do not include other documents with the initial submission unless the job announcement 
specifically requests them.  
 
Transcripts  
 
Grades are generally less important to public service employers than to private law firms. Public service 
employers are usually more interested in the courses you took and related experience rather than grades.  
However, some may request a copy of your transcript. Photocopies or an unofficial transcript typically 
suffice until an offer is accepted; then an official copy may be required.   
 
Writing Sample  
 
Choose a writing sample based on quality; select a sample you consider your best. It should be well 
written and well reasoned. Make sure the sample does not contain grammatical or typographical errors. 
Ideally, the subject matter would have some relevance to type of work you are seeking, but that is not 
required.  Many employers put a page limit on writing samples. If not, a good practice is to send a 
sample that is about five pages. You may send an excerpt from a longer legal memorandum or a journal 
note. A sample of your written work from a summer internship may be used, but check with your 
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employer before sending it. Client confidentiality cannot be compromised, but the employer may be 
comfortable if you strike reference(s) to name(s). Refer to the Guide to Selecting a Writing Sample, 
Tab 13 of the Professional Development Handbook for more information. Reread the writing sample 
before the interview and be prepared to articulate your legal arguments and analysis in the interview. If 
the memorandum or brief was written in connection with a case that was not resolved before you 
completed your internship, you may want to check in with the employer as to the status of the 
litigation.  
 
References  
 
References are individuals who agree to be contacted by prospective employers to discuss your 
qualifications. Ask each potential reference whether they would feel comfortable serving as a 
reference for you. You only want to include people who are going to give strong recommendations.  
Two to four references are typically enough, unless an employer specifies otherwise. References 
should be people who know your work and can comment meaningfully on it. Include a law school 
professor who can write more than, “this is an excellent student who would make a fine attorney.” A 
former employer, preferably a legal employer, should be included if possible. (Please also refer to the 
Guide to References and Letters of Recommendation, Tab 12 of the Professional Development 
Handbook). A sample format for the list of references is included in the Appendix of this Guide.  
 
 
B.  Follow-up on Your Application  
 
If you do not hear back from a prospective employer within seven to ten business days, you should 
follow up. Call or email the contact the person to whom you sent your resume and cover letter. Introduce 
yourself, inform the person that you recently sent a resume, and tell the employer that you are calling to 
verify that your materials were received. Ask about the status of your application and if you can provide 
anything further. Employers are encouraged by job seekers who show initiative and follow-up. You do 
not have to wait for the employer to call you, unless they specifically state, “No Phone Calls.”  
 
 
C.  The Interview  
 
The job interview is your opportunity to answer a prospective employer’s questions and to highlight 
your strengths and your commitment. Successful interviewees understand that an interview is not a one-
way interrogation where your only role is to answer questions. An interview should be an exercise in 
advocacy where you demonstrate how your ‘selling points’, your education, experience, skills, interests 
and commitment, related to the skills the position requires. Communicate to them that you have an 
understanding of the work that they do, and an appreciation and passion for it.  
 
Prepare in Advance for Each and Every Interview and Learn as Much as You Can about the 
Prospective Employer  
 
1. Most organizations and agencies have websites that describe their offices, divisions or units, 

programs, projects, and cases or matters. The site may also have biographical sketches of the staff, 
newsletters, and publications such as annuals reports, guides or fact sheets. An organization or 
agency’s social media may highlight recent work of the organization. Too often, employers 
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complain that students they interview do not have an understanding of the work that they do and thus 
clearly did not prepare for the interview. Preparation and research are key to a successful interview.  

 
2. Speak with alumni and students who work or have worked for the employer. Consult practitioners in 

the field for information about the organization. PIRC and CPC counselors can provide contact 
information for alumni and students.  

 
3. Use an internet search engine or check Lexis/Nexis and Westlaw for references and news articles 

about the organization or agency and some of its activities.   
 
Re-Read Your Resume and Writing Sample  
 
Be prepared to discuss any item listed on your resume. Think of a concise and interesting way of 
describing activities, projects and your experience. Try to remember the names of supervisors or others 
you worked with at each position you list. Try to think of specific examples of the work you have 
previously done, including details of a particular case (obviously while maintaining confidentiality). 
Specifics and concrete examples are more compelling than generalized statements. Be prepared to 
discuss the issues involved in any writing sample. If your writing sample involved a ‘real live’ project or 
case which was not completed or resolved before you left, it is useful to find out about the results or 
current status of the matter.  
 
Be Prepared for “Standard” Questions  
 
Be prepared to effectively answer the questions below as they are commonly asked at interviews. Use 
concrete examples in your answers, such as, “I drafted two legal memos,” instead of, “I had extensive 
writing experience.” Draw upon your past and focus on the skills and experiences that your research on 
the employer has indicated are important to the organization or agency.    
 
Most public service attorneys want candidates with strong interpersonal skills, good writing and oral 
communication skills, commitment and determination. Focus your answers to highlight your strengths 
that are the most relevant to the employer. Maintain a positive tone and avoid negative comments about 
prior jobs or experiences.  
 
Why did you decide to go to law school?   
Discuss your academic, employment and volunteer experiences in positive terms and how they led you 
to a law career and to public service in particular. Discuss your interests and aspirations.  
 
Why are you interested in this position?  
This is an opportunity to discuss what you have learned through full-time paid, pro bono or volunteer 
or unpaid work experience and any contacts you have in the field. Stress how these experiences 
heightened your interest in this position and reinforced your conclusion that you would perform well 
in it. Focus on your interest in the particular area of law and why you think the work is important.   
 
Why do you want to work for our organization?  
Show that you know the organization and how it differs from others in the field. Do not speak 
negatively about other employers.  
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What are your strengths?  
This is your opportunity to discuss the skills you possess that fill, or relate to, the requirements of the 
position. Give examples to illustrate how you have successfully used these skills in the past. PIRC and 
CPC counselors can help you make your best presentation.   
 
What three accomplishments are you most proud of?  
Discuss experiences that reinforce your relevant skills. To the best of your ability, select experiences 
that this employer will be the most interested in.  
 
What are your weaknesses?  
These cannot be critical skills. Discuss areas that you want to strengthen and steps that you have 
already taken to accomplish this.  
 
Discuss a significant failure.  
Mention what happened and what you learned from this experience. Try to discuss how the  
setback helped you to acquire new skills or hone existing ones. In general, the more time between the 
present and that “failure,” the better.  
 
How are you doing academically?  
While public service organizations are generally not as concerned with grades as many law firms are, 
an interviewer may still ask about your grades. Always be positive in an interview. Even if your grade 
point average is not what you would like it to be, stress the positive. Maybe you did well in courses 
that are relevant to the employer or your grades have improved since first year. Do not dwell on your 
grades. Provide answers and move on to another topic. If you cannot find anything positive to say 
about your grades, simply acknowledge in one sentence that you are not happy with them and 
immediately move on to those factors in your background that are more indicative of success in the 
position under question. If an employer does not ask about your grades, do not raise the issue, unless 
you have done exceedingly well.  
 
What questions do you have for me?  
Having no questions to ask is an immediate red flag. Come to the interview with at least three questions.  
Be prepared to ask questions that show your knowledge of the employer’s work and needs. Do not ask 
questions that could be answered through simple research or reviewing the organization’s website. Ask a 
question that shows you researched the organization; for example, “I know that your organization covers 
13 counties, how is the casework distributed?” It’s also appropriate to ask the interviewer questions 
about his or her work experience. Example:  “What do you enjoy most about working at this 
organization (or agency)?”  
 
Is there anything you would like to add?  
This is an opportunity for you to restate your interest in the position or repeat what you feel are your 
two or three top selling points, qualities that make you an excellent choice for a particular position.  
 
Prepare to answer these questions and the interview should go smoothly. It is important to be both 
responsive and proactive. If the interviewer does not ask questions that allow you to show your skills 
related to the position, then address the matter yourself.  If the interviewer does not ask you a 
question about an issue that you feel is a weakness such as grades or lack of training, do not raise it 
yourself. Remember the name(s) of those who interviewed you and get their business card(s). You 
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will want to follow-up with them after the interview.  
 
After the Interview  
 
Send an email(s) to the individual(s) who interviewed you, ideally the next business day. Thank them 
for the interview and reaffirm your interest in working with the organization. Proof-read your e-mail 
very carefully.  
 
D.  When You Receive An Offer  
 
When an organization offers you an internship or job, thank them enthusiastically and tell them that you 
are very interested and would like to know when they need an answer from you. You do not have to 
accept the first offer you get. You do not have to accept an offer when it is made, even if the employer 
asks you to do so. Most employers will give you a week or two to decide whether or not you wish to 
take the job. If you receive an offer before hearing from your first choice employer, call your preferred 
employer(s) and tell them that you received an offer and ask them when they plan to make a decision. 
Some employers will accelerate their decision-making if they think they may lose a desirable candidate. 
At a minimum, the call will give you an idea of where you stand with the organization and how long you 
should wait before getting back to the organization that offered you the job. Professionalism requires 
that once you accept a job, you cannot renege on it if what had been your first choice later comes 
through. The public service world is very small and you do not want to burn any bridges.  
 
If you decide to turn down an offer, do so with tact. Never reject an offer through a voice mail message.  
Instead, leave a message asking the person to call you back. Always call employers within the stated 
deadline. Turn down an offer as soon as you know you are not going to accept it, so the employer can 
move on to its next choice. If you are interested in working for the organization at a later date, you 
should state this.  
 
 
E.  Career Counseling Sessions  
 
This guide provides basic information to assist you in your public service job search. PIRC and CPC 
counselors are available to meet one-on-one with you to:  
 
• Discuss your interests and recommend additional tools for your job search  
• Review your resume and cover letters  
• Conduct mock interviews  
• Help you assess job offers  
• Discuss your career path, including recommended courses, pro bono/PIRC Student Group work, 
 internships/externships, clerkships, post-graduate fellowships, and government honors programs.    
 
Refer to the Fordham Law School Professionalism Standards during your public service job 
search. They are available on CPC’s website.  
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VII.  FUNDING FOR PUBLIC SERVICE WORK  
 
A.  Internships: Summer, Fall and Spring Semesters  
 
Some public service employers are able to pay law students for their work, generally at an hourly rate.  
However, few public service employers have such funding. Fortunately, there are several sources of 
grant funding, stipends and fellowships for internships with non-profit organizations and government 
agencies. Most sources of funding allow you to secure your own public service position. A small 
number of funding opportunities are tied to particular organizations. Examples of both types of funding 
are described below and include:  

 
Fordham Law School Funding  
 
Fordham Law Coordinated Fellowships: Applications for private law firm sponsored 
fellowships are coordinated through the Public Interest Resource Center for Fordham Law 
students who will secure public service work for the summer.  
 
Government Honors and Internship Programs for work with government agencies  
 
A limited number of hourly or salaried positions with public private, public interest law 
firms, non-profit organizations and agencies are available  
 
Additional Sources of Funding  

 
Academic Credit may be available for public service internships through the Externship Program.  
law.fordham.edu/externships  
 
Summer  
 
Fordham Law School Related Funding:  
 
PIRC administers at least 17 summer fellowships in furtherance of Fordham Law’s mission to educate 
attorneys to work “in the service of others” described below. Several of the fellowships provide awards 
to more than one student.   

In addition, many of the Law School’s Professors employ students as research assistants during the 
summer and some of the Centers (http://law.fordham.edu/centers) and Clinics 
(http://law.fordham.edu/clinics) employ interns.  
 
Fordham Law Summer Fellowships:  Available only to Fordham Law students for full-time 
summer work. For the list of summer fellowships with additional information: 
http://law.fordham.edu/summerfellowships. The application period for most of these summer 
fellowships is generally January to March, with a deadline in mid-March. During the application 
period, the application can be completed online at: 
http://law.fordham.edu/summerfellowshipapplication 

 
 

http://law.fordham.edu/externships
http://law.fordham.edu/centers
http://law.fordham.edu/clinics
http://law.fordham.edu/summerfellowships
http://law.fordham.edu/summerfellowshipapplication
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Government Honors & Internships Programs:  
 

Several branches of the federal government and some state and city government offices and 
agencies offer structured internship and honors programs for students and recent graduates.  
Resources to identify these programs include:  
 
▪  Government Honors & Internship Handbook 2020-2021:  A directory of many of these programs, with 
a brief description of the program, application timelines/deadlines, and links to websites, available at 
http://arizonahandbooks.com/ (please ask staff in PIRC or the CPC for the current username and 
password), or use the link on the CPC website. Students should visit this website early and often as it is 
frequently updated with new listings and information.  
 
In addition, https://www.psjd.org/ and the CPC’s Symplicity website may contain listings of paid 
government internships and summer positions.  

 
 
Hourly or salaried positions with private public interest law firms, non-profit organizations 
and agencies are available:  
 
Some public service employers are able to pay law students for their work, generally at an hourly rate.  
 
▪  Check Symplicity, maintained by the CPC, and https://www.psjd.org/ regularly for updated job 
listings.  

 
▪  Some private public interest law firms hire summer associates. The Private Public Interest and 
Plaintiff’s Firm Guide (courtesy of the Center for Public Interest Law at Columbia Law School and the 
Bernard Koteen Office of Public Interest Advising at Harvard Law School) is available at:  
https://hls.harvard.edu/dept/opia/private-public-interest-law-and-plaintiffs-firm-guide/   

   
Independent Funding: 

 
Resources to identify summer fellowships are available on PSJD at 
https://www.psjd.org/Funding_Sources under the “Summer Funding” Tab.  We highlight several  
of the largest: 

 
▪  Equal Justice America:  Provides up to $4,000 to work full-time during the summer for organizations 
providing direct civil legal assistance for the poor in the United States.  May be combined with other 
fellowship stipends (at the discretion of the other funding source) up to $7,500 for the summer.  This is a 
different organization that Equal Justice Works (below).The application process is described at  
http://equaljusticeamerica.org/summerapplication.htm 
 
▪  Equal Justice Works Summer Corps:  Provides an educational award of $1,230 which may be applied 
to your law school tuition and may be combined with other fellowship stipends. Only limited awards are 
available which fund work with nonprofit public interest organizations which have different particular 
substantive focuses every year. The deadline is the early spring and the priorities will be available at 
https://www.equaljusticeworks.org/law-students/part-time-summer/ 

 

http://arizonahandbooks.com/
https://www.psjd.org/
https://www.psjd.org/
https://hls.harvard.edu/dept/opia/private-public-interest-law-and-plaintiffs-firm-guide/
https://www.psjd.org/Funding_Sources
http://equaljusticeamerica.org/summerapplication.htm
https://www.equaljusticeworks.org/law-students/part-time-summer/
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▪  Haywood Burns Memorial Fellowships for Social and Economic Justice is a project of the National 
Lawyers Guild (NLG) as part of its tradition of providing legal, political and educational support to the 
important progressive movements of the day and to strengthen student’s long-term commitment to 
promote justice and equity. The $2,000 Fellowship helps support 10 weeks of full-time work (which can 
be supplemented by other funds secured by you) for work with an organization of your choosing which 
advances social justice. The deadline is typically in January. Details and instructions on how to apply are 
available on the NLG’s homepage, http://www.nlg.org/fellowships.   

 
 

▪  New Jersey Summer Public Interest Legal Intern Summer Fellowship Program:  Legal Services of 
New Jersey (LSNJ) awards summer intern fellowships to work in New Jersey public interest legal 
organizations. The purpose of this program is to promote awareness of and commitment to careers in 
public interest law by offering rewarding employment opportunities to law students. Placements are 
typically for a 10 week period, but frequently can be extended. All applications are considered in the 
order in which they are received and hiring decisions are made on a rolling basis, starting in the fall.  
Interested students are therefore strongly encouraged to apply as early as possible. For more 
information:  http://www.lsnj.org/Internships.aspx  

 
▪  The Peggy Browning Fund Summer Fellowship Program:  The mission of the Fund is to educate law 
students about the rights and needs of workers. In 2017, 80 Summer Fellowships were funded in a 
variety of unions and other legal organizations (see http://www.peggybrowningfund.org/fellowships/for-
law-students). The total stipend payment for the ten-week Summer Fellowship is $6,000 (which may be 
supplemented by the organization you are placed with unless otherwise indicated by the Mentor 
Organizations who may supplement the stipend). Refer to each respective fellowship description for 
details.  Information and instructions on how to apply and the list of placements will be available in the 
late fall on the organization’s website. The application deadline is sometime in January.  
 
 
Fall and Spring Semester Internships (Part-time)  
 
There are many volunteer part-time internship opportunities during the fall and spring. However, 
funding is limited. Academic credit may be available through the Externship Office of the Clinical 
Program. http://law.fordham.edu/externships  

 
Fordham-Sponsored Semester-Long Fellowships are available. The application process and deadline 
for each will be announced by email to your Fordham account. The fellowships include:  

  
▪  Women’s Bar Foundation/Sanctuary for Families:  This Fellowship is awarded to a student to work 
part-time with the legal division of Sanctuary for Families (SFF). The intern assists attorneys working in 
domestic violence, criminal, matrimonial and immigration matters. The fellow works 15 hours a week 
and receives $4,000 for the academic year and, at the fellow’s option, may receive up to four academic 
credits for participation in the Externship Program. At the discretion and approval of SFF, a student may 
be able to participate in the Fellowship for one semester to enable two separate students to take part, one 
during the fall and the other during the spring semester; the academic credit and stipend will then be 
divided.  For information contact PIRC@law.fordham.edu. 

 

http://www.nlg.org/fellowships
http://www.lsnj.org/Internships.aspx
http://www.peggybrowningfund.org/fellowships/for-law-students
http://www.peggybrowningfund.org/fellowships/for-law-students
http://law.fordham.edu/externships
mailto:PIRC@law.fordham.edu
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B.  After Graduation: Post-Graduate Financial Assistance for Public Service Lawyers  
 

The Classes of 2021/22 enter law school with access to several significant resources to make it 
possible to pursue full-time public service work immediately after graduation, and to make this work 
for your career:  
 

▪  The provisions of the College Cost Reduction and Access Act of 2007 (CCRAA) help make it 
financially possible to pursue public service careers regardless of your law school, graduate school, and 
undergraduate loan debt.   

 
▪  Fordham Law School’s own Loan Repayment Program:  Fordham Law Loan Repayment Assistance 

(LRAP), see http://law.fordham.edu/financialaid, as well as Employer-Sponsored LRAP Programs, 
can supplement the benefits of the CCRAA.  

 
College Cost Reduction and Access Act of 2007 (CCRAA)2 

 
CCRA, signed into law in September 2007, provides for lower monthly student loan payments on 
federally guaranteed student loans, and cancels remaining debt for public servants after 10 years (which 
can be non-consecutive) of qualifying public service employment. CCRAA helps public service 
lawyers in two main ways; it:  
 

▪ Lowers monthly student loan payments on federally guaranteed student loans (Income Based 
Repayment or IBR); and  

 
▪ Cancels remaining debt for public servants after 10 years of qualifying public service employment. 

Income Based Repayment (IBR):  The CCRAA’s income based repayment (IBR) program, 
significantly reduces monthly payments for high debt/low income borrowers with “partial financial 
hardship.” Annual educational debt payments made under IBR are capped at 15% of discretionary 
income (defined as adjusted gross income minus 150% of the poverty level for the borrower’s family 
size).  

 
Example  
Jane Justice owes $100,000 in qualifying debt at 6.8% interest and takes a job paying 
$40,000 to start.  She elects the income-based repayment (IBR) plan.  Jane is not 
married and has no dependents.  The 2007 Federal Poverty Guideline for a household 
of one is $10,210 and in her first year, Jane’s monthly payments under IBR are $309 
(as opposed to $1151 under standard ten-year repayment). As Jane gets annual salary 
increases of 5%, her monthly payments under IBR gradually rise, until in year 10 her 
monthly payments are $526.  
 
Spouse’s Income and IBR:  A married borrower who files a separate Federal income tax 
return will have the amount of the borrower's income-based repayment calculated solely on 

                                                           
2 This section is based upon the summary provided by Equal Justice Works (EJW) “The Federal Student Loan Forgiveness 
Law, the College Cost Reduction and Access Act of 2007”. EJW has extensive materials on CCRAA available on its website 
at https://www.equaljusticeworks.org/law-students/student-debt-resources/. Fordham Law’s Financial Aid Office also has 
useful information on its website at http://law.fordham.edu/financialaid 

http://law.fordham.edu/financialaid
https://www.equaljusticeworks.org/law-students/student-debt-resources/
http://law.fordham.edu/financialaid
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the basis of the borrower's student loan debt and adjusted gross income, rather than on the 
combined income of the borrower and the spouse.  

 
Student Loans Eligible for IBR:  All Federal Direct Loans (FDL) and Federally Guaranteed 
Loans (FFEL) are eligible including:  subsidized and unsubsidized Federal Stafford Loans; 
Federal Grad PLUS Loans (but not Parent PLUS Loans); and Federal Direct Consolidation 
Loans. However, only Federal Direct Loans (including Federal Direct Consolidation Loans) 
are eligible for Loan Forgiveness for Public Service.  
 
Student Loans Ineligible for IBR:  Loans made by a state or private lender and not 
guaranteed by the federal government are never eligible. Also, Parent PLUS Loans are not 
eligible for IBR.  Federal Perkins Loans are only eligible when they are part of a Federal 
Direct Consolidation Loan. Borrowers should seek advice before consolidating a Perkins 
Loan because Perkins Loans include cancellation provisions.  
 

Loan Forgiveness for Public Service Employees:  If a borrower makes 120 qualifying loan payments 
on a Federal Direct Loan (including Federal Direct Consolidation Loans) while working full-time for 10 
years in qualifying public service employment, the unpaid balance on the loan is forgiven by the federal 
government. The 120 qualifying payments may be non-consecutive.  

 
Example:  Using the same example above, Jane Justice started out owing $100,000 in 
qualifying debt at 6.8% interest and took a full-time public service job with a starting salary 
of $40,000 with annual increases of 5%. Jane stayed in public service and paid $49,132 over 
10 years under the IBR plan. The federal government cancels $118,868, the principal and 
interest remaining.  
 
Public Service Employment:  CCRAA defines “public service employment” broadly as:  “(i) 
a full-time job in emergency management, government, military service, public safety, law 
enforcement, public health, public education (including early childhood education), social 
work in a public, child or family service agency, public interest law services (including 
prosecution or public defense or legal advocacy in low-income communities at a nonprofit 
organization), public child care, public service for individuals with disabilities, public service 
for the elderly, public library sciences, school-based library sciences and other school-based 
services, or at an organization that is described in section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue 
Code of 1986 and exempt from taxation under section 501(a) of such Code.”  
 
Qualifying Loan Payment:  Only payments on a Federal Direct Loan (including a Federal 
Direct Consolidation Loan) are considered qualifying payments.  The amount of the payment 
should be calculated under the Income-Based Repayment (IBR) plan (or the pre-CCRAA 
Income-Contingent Repayment plan). Beginning October 1, 2007, borrowers who have 
Federal Direct loans (including Federal Direct Consolidation Loans) may begin counting 
time in public service.  

 
Calculate Your Potential Benefits under the CCRAA:  There are resources available that will help 
you calculate your loan payments under CCRAA based upon your own debt and an estimate of your 
income upon graduation, assist you to assess the benefits of CCRAA, and help you consider the relative 
advantages of various educational loan financing available. These resources are available on the website 
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of Equal Justice Works at https://www.equaljusticeworks.org/law-students/student-debt-resources/ and 
Fordham Law’s Financial Aid Office at http://law.fordham.edu/financialaid. Fordham Law’s Financial 
Aid Office is available to meet with you and answer your questions.  
 
Fordham Law School recognizes that student debt may impact job choice and offers counseling for 
outside resources and the Fordham Law Loan Repayment Assistance (LRAP). 
https://www.fordham.edu/info/21381/loan_repayment_assistance_programs.  Program supplements 
benefits provided under the CCRAA.  The LRAP programs of Fordham Law and many other employers 
are available to students who may not be eligible for CCRAA (e.g. because CCRAA is limited to 
Federal Direct Loans, including Federal Direct Consolidation Loans). Below we will provide a summary 
of the Fordham program.   
 
An increasing number of states, public service employers, and fellowship programs have 
developed/are developing post graduate loan relief programs because educational debt has far 
reaching effects that harm the legal profession and our justice system. Some useful resources 
include:  
 

▪  Take Control of Your Future by Equal Justice Works (https://www.equaljusticeworks.org/law-
students/student-debt-resources/) is a comprehensive guide to managing student debt for lawyers and 
law students. It is especially valuable for anyone with an interest in a public interest legal career who 
wants to learn how income-driven repayment plans, Public Service Loan Forgiveness, and loan 
repayment assistance programs can help protect their financial future.  
 

▪  The American Bar Association’s Standing Committee on Legal Aid & Indigent Defendants has useful 
resources on its website, Loan Repayment Assistance Programs Overview at 
https://www.americanbar.org/groups/legal_aid_indigent_defendants/loan_repayment_assistance_progra
ms/ 

 
▪  Information on Legal Services Corporation organizations with employer LRAP is available at 

http://www.lsc.gov/grants-grantee-resources/our-grant-programs/loan-repayment-assistance-program 
 
▪  A list of federal agencies with employer LRAP is available at   

http://opm.gov/oca/pay/studentloan/index.asp  
 
Brief Summary of Fordham’s Loan Repayment Program:  
 
The Fordham Loan Repayment Assistance Program is available to J.D. graduates who  
 

▪  Borrowed federal and/or private educational loans approved by Fordham  
▪  Work full-time in law-related positions in 501(c)(3) non-profit organizations, and  
▪ Have qualifying incomes below $69,000, which may be adjusted based on inflation and career 

progression increases.  
 
Qualifying graduates receive up to $8,900 per year in the form of forgivable Fordham LRAP Loans. 
     

• Applications are accepted between September 1 and November 1 immediately following graduation or 
within one month of obtaining eligible employment, but no later than three years from the date of 

https://www.equaljusticeworks.org/law-students/student-debt-resources/
http://law.fordham.edu/financialaid
https://www.fordham.edu/info/21381/loan_repayment_assistance_programs
https://www.equaljusticeworks.org/law-students/student-debt-resources/
https://www.equaljusticeworks.org/law-students/student-debt-resources/
https://www.americanbar.org/groups/legal_aid_indigent_defendants/loan_repayment_assistance_programs/
https://www.americanbar.org/groups/legal_aid_indigent_defendants/loan_repayment_assistance_programs/
http://www.lsc.gov/grants-grantee-resources/our-grant-programs/loan-repayment-assistance-program
http://opm.gov/oca/pay/studentloan/index.asp
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graduation. Applications and information are available at: 
https://www.fordham.edu/info/21381/loan_repayment_assistance_programs 
 
 
C.  Post-Graduate Fellowships  
 
Post-graduate public interest fellowships are wonderful opportunities for recent graduates to secure 
entry-level positions with non-profit organizations that otherwise might not have the resources to 
hire them. Most fellowships are for terms of one to two years, although some organizations are 
able to hire fellows after the term of the fellowship. Fordham Law School provides support to 
students interested in applying for fellowships.  PIRC:  
 

▪  Co-sponsors with the Faculty Fellowships Committee a series of workshops and panels on fellowships. 
For handout and recordings from past programs (and to see dates for upcoming programs) go to PIRC’s 
LawNet page at http://law.fordham.edu/pirclawnet. 

 
▪  Has resources describing fellowship opportunities, both domestic and international, and maintains a 

listing of Fordham Law School alumni and faculty who received post-graduate public service 
fellowships. 

 
▪  Works with the Faculty Fellowships and Public Interest Placement Committee so that each student who 

intends to apply for fellowships has a faculty mentor.     
 
Students interested in public service should learn about post-graduate fellowships early in their law 
school career. Attend the workshops and panels. Meet with PIRC counselors and let them help you 
partner with a faculty mentor. Early discussion will help guide you as you consider summer and 
semester long internships and select classes.  
 
Types of Fellowships  
 
Consider the various types of fellowships which include:  

 
(1)  Project Based Fellowships in which the applicant develops a project in conjunction with 

a non-profit sponsoring organization and then jointly seek funding from external 
fellowship funders. 

 
(2) Organization Based Fellowships offered by a non-profit organization to carry out 

specific work such as the American Civil Liberties (ACLU) which has fellowships in 
several areas including National Security and Racial Justice.  

 
(3)  Entrepreneurial Fellowships where applicants start a new organization.  
 
(4)  Law School Sponsored Fellowships offered by the law school attended. 
 
(5)  Law School Based Fellowships which may lead to an LL.M. at a sponsoring law 
       school and/or Clinical Fellowships to work in a law school clinic as an instructor.  
 

https://www.fordham.edu/info/21381/loan_repayment_assistance_programs
http://law.fordham.edu/pirclawnet
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(6)  Firm Sponsored Fellowships offered by a private law firm that enable an entry level  
       attorney to work primarily or exclusively on pro bono matters either at the firm or at 
       a partnering organization.  
 
(7)  Government Honors Programs for recent graduates.  
 
(8)  Prestigious Fellowships and Scholarships such as Fulbright Fellowships.  

 
 
Resources  
 
For a variety of types of fellowships: 
 
a. PSJD (http://www.psjd.org/):  PSJD’s Postgraduate Fellowships  
    https://www.psjd.org/Postgraduate_Fellowships contains:  
 

▪  An online, searchable database for finding organizations looking for students to sponsor project-
based fellowships as well as organization based fellowships (see below).  

 
▪  A calendar of fellowship application deadlines.  
 
▪  Public Interest Fellowships courtesy of the Yale Law School Career Development Office, also 

 available at 
https://law.yale.edu/sites/default/files/area/department/cdo/document/cdo_fellowships_i_public.p df 

 
b.  The Comprehensive Fellowships Guide: The Ultimate Resource for Law Students & Lawyers:  

This Guide is published by PSJD and is available in hard copy in the PIRC Office, the CPC 
Resource Room, and on Reserve in the Law Library.  

 
Note!  The print Guide contains resources which are not completely available on-line at 
PSJD.org.  

 
c.  Serving the Public: A Job Search Guide:  A two volume set covering domestic and international 

opportunities is available in the PIRC Office, the CPC Resource Library and on reserve in the Law 
Library.  

 
d.  Fordham Law Faculty:  Support is available from the Faculty Fellowship and Public Interest 

Placement Committee. Committee members are Fordham Law professors who are former fellows or 
have significant grant writing experience. Faculty advise students on the fellowship application 
process, review fellowship proposals, and conduct mock interviews.   

 
e.  The resources outlined above help identify sources of post-graduate fellowships.   
 
A sample of fellowships is listed below for the various types of fellowships: 
 
1.  Project Based Fellowships:  
 

http://www.psjd.org/
https://www.psjd.org/Postgraduate_Fellowships
https://law.yale.edu/sites/default/files/area/department/cdo/document/cdo_fellowships_i_public.p%09df
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The majority of these fellowships are awarded by two organizations, Equal Justice Works and the 
Skadden Fellowship Foundation.  

 
▪ Equal Justice Works (EJW) has the largest national public interest fellowship program 

providing financial and technical support to lawyers working on innovative and effective legal 
projects.  EJW funds approximately 50 fellows annually. The two-year fellowships offer 
salary and generous loan repayment assistance, a national training and leadership 
development program, and other support. Fellows develop and launch projects with host non-
profit organizations that benefit individuals or groups and/or promote issues not otherwise 
adequately represented by the legal system.  Deadline is September. For more information, 
including the application materials, see EJW’s website at 
https://www.equaljusticeworks.org/become-a-fellow/design-your-own-fellowship/. 

 
▪ Skadden Foundation Fellowship (Skadden) awards some 30-35 fellowships yearly to 

graduating law students and outgoing judicial clerks. Fellows provide legal services to the 
working poor, elderly, homeless and disabled, as well as to those deprived of their human or 
civil rights.  In recent years, fellows have also worked on issues concerning economic 
development and community renewal. The aim of the foundation is to give fellows the 
freedom to pursue their interests in public interest work.  Fellowships are for one year, with 
the expectation of renewal for a second year.  For those fellows not covered by a law school 
loan repayment assistance program, the firm will pay a fellow's law school debt for the 
duration of the fellowship. Deadline is September. For information, including the application 
materials, see the Skadden website at  https://www.skaddenfellowships.org/. 

 
2.  Organization Based Fellowships:  The practice areas of these fellowships are very broad and include 
children’s rights, civil liberties, health law, and media law to name just a few. The organizations are 
based throughout the country, but with a concentration in NYC and Washington, DC. The 
Comprehensive Fellowship Guide has an extensive list. Some fellowships include:  
 

▪  American Civil Liberties (ACLU) which has fellowships in issue and geographic areas 
including Aryeh Neier Human Rights Fellowship (NYC), Brennan First Amendment (NYC ), 
Nadine Stroessen National Security  (NYC), and Karpatkin Racial Justice (NYC).  For details 
http://www.aclu.org/careers  

 
▪  Human Rights Watch (http://www.hrw.org/about/fellowships)  

 
3.  Enrepreneurial Fellowships:  A funder of such endeavors includes:  

 
▪  Echoing Green Foundation (http://www.echoinggreen.org/) offers full-time fellowships to 

emerging social entrepreneurs. The foundation applies a venture capital approach to 
philanthropy by providing seed money and technical support to individuals creating 
innovative public interest projects that seek to catalyze positive social change. The Echoing 
Green Foundation manages three distinct Fellowship Programs: The Global Fellowship, a 
program for smart leaders who are deeply connected to the needs and potential solutions that 
may work best for their communities from any part of the world; The Black Male Achievement 
(BMA) Fellowship, founded and supported by the Open Society Foundation, invests in 
emerging leaders dedicated to improving the life outcomes of black men and boys in the 

https://www.equaljusticeworks.org/become-a-fellow/design-your-own-fellowship/
https://www.skaddenfellowships.org/
http://www.aclu.org/careers
http://www.hrw.org/about/fellowships
http://www.echoinggreen.org/
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United States; and The Climate Fellowship, specifically targeted for the best next-generation 
social entrepreneurs committed to working on innovations in mitigation and adaptation to 
climate change. 

 
4.  Fordham Law School Sponsored Fellowships:  Fordham Law sponsors the James E. Tolan 
Fellowship in International Human Rights, a one year post-graduate Fellowship that funds Fordham Law 
School graduates to work for an international human rights organizations. For information, see 
http://www.leitnercenter.org/programs/JETHRF/. Fordham Law also sponsors the Public Service 
Fellowship Program (Fordham PSFP), providing modest stipends for graduates volunteering for 
nonprofit organizations, government agencies, or the judiciary for a period of up to one year following 
graduation and the bar exam. 
  
5.  Law School Based/Clinical Fellowships:  A growing number of law schools are offering fellowships 
to work in clinical programs. The Comprehensive Fellowship Guide has a section of such fellowships.  
Symplicity and www.PSJD.org will list newly created fellowships. One of the largest such programs is 
based at Georgetown University Law Center, through its Clinical Graduate Fellowship Opportunities in 
Teaching & Advocacy which offer new and experienced attorneys the opportunity to combine study 
with practice in the fields of clinical legal education and public interest advocacy. Each fellowship is 
associated with one of the Law Center's clinical programs, see 
https://www.law.georgetown.edu/experiential-learning/clinics/ 

 
6.  Firm Sponsored Fellowships:  Several private firms sponsor fellowships which allow entry-level 
attorneys to work primarily or exclusively on pro bono matters either at the firm or at a partnering 
organization, for example:  
 

▪  Fried, Frank, Harris, Shriver & Jacobson LLP (Fried Frank) sponsors fellowships 
(http://www.friedfrank.com/index.cfm?pageID=49) with the NAACP Legal Defense and 
Education Fund (LDF) and Mexican American Legal Defense and Educational Fund 
(MALDEF) that give junior lawyers the chance to spend two years in the litigation department 
of Fried Frank's New York office and then two years at either the LDF or MALDEF. After 
satisfactory completion of the program, fellows may return to Fried Frank, with full seniority, 
or if there are openings, they may continue to work as staff attorneys with LDF or MALDEF.  

 
▪  Gibbons Fellowship is housed at Gibbons P.C. 

(https://www.gibbonslaw.com/practices/gibbons-fellowship-practice) and provides for fellows 
to undertake public interest and constitutional law projects and litigation on behalf of public 
interest organizations, legal services or public defender offices, government agencies, private 
non-profit corporations, courts and individuals. 

 
7.  Government Honors Programs:  Many of these programs, sometimes considered as fellowships, 
provide a guarantee of permanent employment upon successful completion of the program.   
 

▪  Government Honors & Internship Handbook, an on-line resource, 
(http://arizonahandbooks.com/, contact PIRC or the CPC for current username and password, 
or access through the CPC website) contains an excellent directory of many of the federal, 
and some state and city government offices and agencies which offer honors programs for 
recent graduates and includes application timelines/deadlines. 

http://www.leitnercenter.org/programs/JETHRF/
https://www.law.georgetown.edu/experiential-learning/clinics/
http://www.friedfrank.com/index.cfm?pageID=49
https://www.gibbonslaw.com/practices/gibbons-fellowship-practice
http://arizonahandbooks.com/
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8.  Prestigious Fellowships and Scholarships: 
 

▪  Fordham University Office of Prestigious Fellowships and Scholarships prepares 
students to compete for such scholarships and fellowships as the Rhodes, British 
Marshall, Fulbright, George Mitchell and Luce. For information: 
http://www.fordham.edu/fellowships or contact Anna Beskin PhD, International 
Fellowships Coordinator and Fulbright Campus Representative at abeskin@fordham.edu 
or 718.817.2771.  

 
How and When to Begin:  
 
Exploring post-graduate fellowships is exciting. It may provide you an opportunity to create your 
dream job! You will enjoy the process more if you start early.  
 
1. Become familiar with the various types of fellowships. The summer after your first year is an ideal 

time to begin.  
 

2. Attend PIRC programs on post-graduate fellowships during your first and second year.  
 
3. Meet with a PIRC counselor in your second year to discuss your interests and particular fellowships.  

It is never too soon to meet with PIRC and the Faculty Fellowship and Public Interest Committee 
(Faculty Fellowships Committee) to discuss placements, projects and fellowships. Many students 
benefit from meeting with PIRC and faculty members before choosing a summer job because many 
find sponsoring organizations through their internships.  

 
4. Meet with faculty.  Support is available from the Faculty Fellowships Committee. Committee 

members are Fordham Law professors who are former fellows or have significant grant writing 
experience. Faculty advise students on the fellowship application process, review fellowship 
proposals and conduct mock interviews. To be partnered with a faculty member, students should 
contact a PIRC counselor in the spring before the end of their second year (day)/third year (evening).  
Requests should be made well before the fellowship deadline.  

 
5. Talk with prior fellows.  Current and former fellows are excellent sources of advice. PIRC 

counselors can help connect you with Fordham Law alumni who are recipients of a wide range of 
fellowships including those with the ACLU, Center for Appellate Litigation, Center for 
Reproductive Rights, Echoing Green, Equal Justice Works, Fulbright, Georgetown Law Clinical 
Fellowships, and the Skadden Foundation.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.fordham.edu/fellowships
mailto:abeskin@fordham.edu
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PAT GRILLER 

82 West 122nd Street #409, New York, NY 10019 • (646) 342-9941 • pgriller@fordham.edu 
 

 
EDUCATION 
Fordham University School of Law, New York, NY 
J.D. Candidate, May 2018 
Honors: Fordham Law Merit Scholarship 
Activities: Fordham Law Democrats; Fordham Student Sponsored Fellowship (2016 summer fellowship 
anticipated) 
 
University of Wisconsin, Madison, WI 
B.A. Political Science, May 2015 
Honors: Dean’s List (two semesters) 
Activities: Student Government Representative – 1 year elected term; The Wisconsin Advocate – Staff 
Writer; The Choral Society 

 
L’Universidad de Granada, Granada, Spain 
Junior year abroad – studied Spanish language and culture; housed with local family. 
 
EXPERIENCE 
Wisconsin Mutual Financial Group, Madison WI              June 2014 - August 2015 
Sales Associate – part- and full-time 
• Marketed services to potential clients 
• Researched potential clients sorted by geography and income 
• Analyzed markets to determine sales strategy 
• Wrote summaries of client data 

 
Atento-Telefonica, Madrid, Spain          December 2013 - April 2014 
In-house English Teacher for executives of multi-national telecommunications firm. 
 
Volunteers of Legal Service (VOLS), Madison, WI              May 2012 - August 2013 
Intern 
• Answered hotline 
• Identified client issues 
• Referred clients to resources 
• Counseled clients on simple matters (non-legal advice only) 
• Maintained log of calls, issues and outcomes 

 
Whitson Senate Committee, Madison, WI            March 2011 - August 2011 
Campaign Volunteer 
• Drafted responses to constituent letters for U.S. Senator Randall Whitson campaign 
• Door to door campaigning 
 
LANGUAGES: Fluent Spanish 
 

 

mailto:pgriller@fordham.edu
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Pat Griller      

pgriller@fordham.edu  
82 West 122

 
Street #409  

New York, NY 10019  
(646) 342-9941  

 
EDUCATION 
Fordham University School of Law, New York, NY  
J.D. Candidate, May 2018  
Honors: Fordham Urban Law Journal  
Activities: Fordham Law Democrats – elected Secretary, Fordham Student Sponsored Fellowship 

(summer fellowship anticipated)  
 
University of Wisconsin, Madison, WI  
B.A. Political Science, May 2015  
Honors:  Dean’s List (two semesters)  
Activities:  Student Government Representative – 1 year elected term, The Wisconsin Advocate – 

staff writer The Choral Society  
 
L’Universidad de Granada, Granada, Spain Junior year abroad – studied Spanish language and 
culture; housed with local family.  
 
EXPERIENCE  
New York City Law Department, New York, NY                June 2016 - Aug. 2016 
Summer Honors Program Intern:  Interviewed witnesses; took depositions; drafted pleadings, briefs and 
motion papers; conducted hearings; and attended court hearings and trials.  
 
Wisconsin Mutual Financial Group, Madison WI                June 2014 - Aug. 2015 
Sales Associate:  Marketed services to potential clients; researched potential clients sorted by geography 
and income; analyzed markets to determine sales strategy; wrote summaries of client data.  
 
Atento-Telefonica, Madrid, Spain                  Dec.2013 – April 2014 
Teacher: In-house English Teacher for executives of multi-national telecommunications firm.  
 
Volunteers of Legal Service (VOLS), Madison, WI               May 2012 - Aug. 2013 
Intern:  Answered hotline; identified client issues; referred clients to resources; counseled clients on 
simple matters; maintained log of calls, issues and outcomes.  
 
Whitson Senate Committee, Madison, WI              March 2011 - Aug. 2011 
Campaign Volunteer:  Drafted responses to constituent letters for U.S. Senator Randall Whitson 
campaign; door to door campaigning.  
 
 
LANGUAGES: Fluent Spanish  

 

mailto:pgriller@fordham.edu
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                                                                PAT GRILLER                

   82 West 122nd Street #409, New York, NY 10019                         
Cell (646) 342-9941 pgriller@fordham.edu  

 
EDUCATION 
Fordham University School of Law, New York, NY 
J.D. Candidate, May 2018 
Honors:  Fordham Urban Law Journal 
Activities:  Fordham Law Democrats – elected Secretary 

Fordham Student Sponsored Fellowships (2 summer fellowships) 
Community Economic Development Clinic 
 

University of Wisconsin, Madison, WI 
B.A. Political Science, May 2015 
Honors:  Dean’s List (two semesters) 
Activities:  Student Government Representative – 1 year elected term; The Wisconsin Advocate – Staff 

Writer; The Choral Society 
L’ Universidad de Granada, Granada, Spain.  Junior year abroad. 
 
EXPERIENCE 
Brooklyn Legal Services, Corp A, Brooklyn, NY                June 2017 - Aug. 2017 
Community Economic Development Intern:  Drafted papers; interviewed clients; participated in 
discovery (including depositions); courtroom exposure; and research. 
 
Martha Rayner, Assoc. Professor of Law, Fordham Law, New York, NY  Jan. 2017 – May 2017             
Litigation Assistant:  Conducted research, drafted motions and helped develop litigation strategy in habeas corpus 
litigation on behalf of a detainee at the U.S. Naval Base in Guantanamo Bay. 
 
US District Court, 2nd Circuit, EDNY, New York, NY               Sept. 2016 - Dec. 2016            
Hon. Denny Chin, Judicial Intern:  Legal research; drafted opinions and memoranda; attended court proceedings 
and conferences. 
 
New York City Law Department, New York, NY                June 2016 - Aug. 2016 
Summer Honors Program Intern:  Interviewed witnesses; took depositions; drafted pleadings, briefs and motion 
papers; conducted hearings; and attended court hearings and trials. 
 
Atento-Telefonica, Madrid, Spain                 Dec. 2013- April 2014           
Teacher: In-house English Teacher for executives of multi-national telecommunications firm. 
 
Volunteers of Legal Service (VOLS), Madison, WI               May 2012 - Aug. 2013            
Intern:  Answered hotline; identified client issues; referred clients to resources; counseled clients on simple 
matters; maintained log of calls, issues and outcomes. 
 
Whitson Senate Committee, Madison, WI              March 2011 - Aug. 2011 
Campaign Volunteer:  Drafted responses to constituent letters for U.S. Senator Randall Whitson 
campaign; door to door campaigning. 
 
 
LANGUAGES: Fluent Spanish 
  

 

mailto:pgriller@fordham.edu
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Jenay Smith 

40 Nostrand Ave., Apt. 1M, Brooklyn, NY 11216 • 917-748-9127 • jsmith380@law.fordham.edu 
 
November 15th, 2018 
 
Robin Steinberg, Executive Director 
Still She Rises 
567 East 36th Street North 
Tulsa, OK 74106 
 
Dear Ms. Steinberg,  
 
I am a third-year student at Fordham University School of Law and am writing to apply for an entry-level staff attorney 
position at Still She Rises. I am dedicated to using the law in a manner that will both address the immediate needs of my 
clients and dismantle the oppressive systems that create and reproduce those needs. I am passionate about both criminal and 
family defense work and would be honored to provide holistic defense to mothers as a public defender at Still She Rises. 
 
I have spent both summers at public defense organizations, where I represented primarily low-income women of color in 
holistic defense settings. At the XX Family Defense Practice, I collaborated with parent advocates and social workers 
alongside attorneys to support parents in complying with the often draconian demands of the Administration for Children 
Services (ACS).  I sharpened my advocacy and counseling skills by drafting motions for visits and discovery, preparing 
clients for direct testimony, and appearing on the record in an emergency hearing. Most importantly, I deepened my 
understanding of how destructive state systems are to communities of color, and how the intersections of race, class, gender, 
and sexual orientation create heightened barriers to justice. At XX’s Integrated Defense Practice, I worked on criminal and 
corresponding family court cases that arose from the same incident. I drafted motions in preparation for trial and emergency 
hearings, conducted legal research, interviewed clients, and advocated on their behalf to ACS case workers and service 
providers. I saw firsthand how involvement in the criminal justice system can expose families to further trauma under the 
guise of child protection, and how critical holistic defense is in minimizing such enmeshed consequences.   
 
This semester, as a student in Fordham’s Criminal Defense Clinic, I have been representing clients on misdemeanor charges. 
At arraignments, I have argued a motion to dismiss assault charges for facial insufficiency and have made bail arguments. I 
have negotiated with prosecutors, conducted investigations, and led client interviews and counseling. I have formulated case 
theories, drafted motions, and prepared for trial. I am also part of a legal team representing a client indefinitely detained at 
Guantanamo Bay. Through all of these experiences, I have refined my ability to seek creative solutions tailored to the unique 
needs and goals of my client. Through every stage of representation and with every interaction, I have been intentional in 
treating my clients with the dignity, respect, and kindness they are entitled to, but often deprived of by the state. 
 
I am committed to pursuing racial and economic justice in all areas of my life. Since beginning law school, I have been a 
leader in various student group organizations dedicated to addressing social justice issues. I am co-chair of the XX, through 
which I have organized events on various areas of public defense, including two panels on family defense. As a board 
member of the XX, I have acted as a liaison between the administration and students when issues regarding racism, sexism, 
or homophobia on campus arise.  
 
I believe that my experiences in criminal defense, family defense, the intersections of both, and my commitment to economic 
and racial justice distinguish me as an excellent candidate for a staff attorney position at Still She Rises. I have enclosed a 
resume highlighting my educational and work experiences. Thank you for your time and consideration. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Jenay Smith 
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TALIA RIST 
4 West 150th Street, #7 • New York, NY 10019 • tkris@law.fordham.edu • (919) 388-7671  

  February 21,  2019 

Ms. Peggy Earisman    
Project Director      
Manhattan Legal Services     
1 West 125th Street, 2nd Floor  
New York, NY 10027 

 
Dear Ms. Earisman: 

 
I am a third year student at Fordham University School of Law and am writing to apply for a staff  attorney 
position in the Housing Unit at Manhattan Legal Services. Doug Yaz, who I met at the Public Interest Legal 
Career Fair, encouraged me to submit an application for this position. I intend to pursue a career in housing law 
after graduation. 

 
As a student at Fordham Law, I have pursued my interest in housing law and tenants’ rights through my classes, 
internships, and involvement in student groups. I have sought opportunities to develop advocacy skills and to 
support communities who traditionally lack access to legal services. As an intern at The Legal Aid Society’s 
Individual Housing Unit, I worked closely with attorneys on a variety of housing law matters. I was in housing 
court on a regular basis, shadowing attorneys, negotiating with opposing  counsel and making oral arguments 
before the judge. Currently, I am participating in Fordham Law’s housing litigation externship, where I am 
taking a class taught by housing attorneys about tenants’ rights and landlord-tenant law; I’m also interning with 
Housing Conservation Coordinators, where I assist staff attorneys representing low-income tenants facing 
eviction. I have also sought opportunities to better understand the legal obstacles tenants face in housing court. 
In my Poverty Law class, I wrote my final paper on the adoption and implementation of New York City’s Right 
to Counsel program. I examined the history of affordable rental housing and the ways the City has attempted to 
protect vulnerable communities from eviction in response to advocacy from tenant coalitions and organizations 
like Manhattan Legal Services. 

 
Before law school, I spent three years working with various non-profit organizations, each with its own specific 
approach to increase access and opportunity for those in need. These experiences made me aware of the 
challenges that come with protecting human rights, and I developed an understanding of the power of verbal 
accusation and defense. I came to law school to further develop my knowledge of the law and how it can be used 
to advocate for low-income and underserved populations, and to develop the skills to become an effective 
advocate. I am committed to continue doing this work. My diversity of experiences, plus my strong writing and 
advocacy skills, will allow me to make significant contributions as a housing attorney with Manhattan Legal 
Services. 

 
I have included a copy of my resume, a writing sample and a list of references. Please feel free to contact me if 
you require additional materials or have any questions. Thank you for your time and consideration. 

 
 
Sincerely,   

Talia Rist 

mailto:tkris@law.fordham.edu
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REFERENCES FOR PAT GRILLER  
 
 
 
JOHN GALWORTH  
Professor of Law  
Fordham University School of Law  
150 West 62 Street  
New York, NY   10023-7477  
212-636-7883  
jgalworth@fordham.edu  
Professor Galworth is/was my Contracts Professor Fall Semester 2014.  
 
GLORIA SPENCER  
Senior Vice President for Marketing  
Wisconsin Mutual Financial Group  
5321 Broadway #301  
Madison, WI   34401-2332  
614-288-7712  
gloriaspender@wmfg.com  
Ms. Spender was my direct supervisor during my 14 months with Wisconsin Mutual Financial  
Group.  
 
JANET CALVO  
Professor University of Wisconsin 
Department of Political Science  
831 Court Drive 
Madison, WI   33418-2111        
614-832-9954  
jcalvo@mail.uw.edu  
Professor Calvo was my advisor junior and senior years at UW and supervised my senior thesis.  
 
ALICIA FERNANDO  
Staff Attorney 
Volunteers of Legal Services  
300 Mills Street  
Madison, WI   33488-7659  
614-297-8923 
afernando@volswi.org  
Ms. Fernando was my direct supervisor during my summer internship at Volunteers of Legal Services.  
 
 
 
 

 
 

mailto:jcalvo@mail.uw.edu
mailto:afernando@volswi.org


September 02 SBA/ PIRC Student Group Fair*  4?6 p.m. 

03 Equal Justice Works Career Fair Orientation | 12:30?1:30 p.m.  

09 Immigrant Justice Corp Fellowship Informational Webinar
5?6 p.m.  |  Register: https://docs.google.com/ forms/d/e/ 1FAIpQLSd1UhyP5_dt-t79liaxePCwYVUBo6wfD7Aoz68cCIp161LQ5Q/ viewform

11 PIRC Open Office Hours | 3?4 p.m. 

29 Charting your Public Interest Career @ Fordham Law School*
12:30?1:30 p.m. 

30 Pathways to Practice: Black Lives Matter and Racial Justice  |  4:30?6 p.m. | 
Zoom Link TBA 

October 06 PIRC Information Session & Student Groups Open House* 
12:30?1:30 p.m. 

15 Exploring Public Interest Opportunit ies Outside of NYC | 12:30?1:30 p.m. 

16 PIRC Open Office Hours  |  4?5 p.m 

22-24 Equal Justice Works Conference* 
https:// www.equaljusticeworks.org/conference-and-career-fair/about/

27 What I Did Last Summer - Student to Student Fair* | 12:30?1:30 p.m.  

November 05 Public Interest Legal Career Fair Orientation*  |  12:30?1:30 p.m.   

12 Career Opportunit ies at the NYS Office of the Attorney General
12:30?1:30 p.m. 

17 Tenants' Rights Unit at NYLAG Information Session | 12:30-1:30 p.m.

18 Pathways to Practice: Immigration  |  4:30?6 p.m. | Zoom Link TBA

20 PIRC Open Office Hours | 3?4 p.m. 

Public Interest Resource Center

Fall 2020 Programs
Unless otherwise indicated, the Zoom link for PIRC programs is https:// fordham.zoom.us/ my/ pircevents

All listed events are open and attendance is encouraged
*1Ls particularly encouraged to attend

For full program descriptions and addit ional information, 
see the calendar on the PIRC website law.fordham.edu/ pirc 
or the calendar on the law school website.
Questions? Contact Leah Horowitz at 
lhorowitz2@law.fordham.edu

(PIRC)

https://fordham.zoom.us/my/pircevents


Advocates for the Incarcerated (AFTI)
AFTI is an abolitionist organization advocating on behalf of those in 
prison and jail. AFTI understands that the prison industrial complex is 
a tool of violent white supremacy? AFTI therefore seeks to educate 
the Fordham community on these issues, participate in relevant 
advocacy efforts, and foster relationships with those currently and 
formerly incarcerated.

Advocates for Sexual Health and Rights (ASHR)
ASHR is dedicated to raising awareness of the sexual health and legal 
rights of marginalized populations, including sex workers, LGBTQ 
population (with a strong emphasis on transgender rights), people 
with disabilities, and communities impacted by HIV/AIDS. Activities 
include speaker events/ panels, coordination with community 
advocacy groups, outreach and workshops with local high schools, 
and substantive projects.

Artist Representation Society (ARS)
Artists are exploited by the entertainment industry and often suffer 
from mistreatment such as delayed payments, poor working 
conditions, tax misguidance, and predatory contracts. Legal counsel 
for artists is not always accessible and can be prohibitively expensive. 
ARS strives to combat such exploitation across all artistic industries. 
We aim to empower artists by providing them access to legal 
information through educational workshops, round-table discussions, 
and networking opportunities.

Consumer Law Advocates (CLA)
Raises awareness about the legal issues surrounding the field of 
consumer debt and assists attorneys at the Manhattan Consumer 
Legal Advice Resource Office (CLARO) project, a free, weekly walk-in 
clinic providing assistance to consumers being sued by creditors in 
civil court. 

Domestic Violence Action Center (DVAC)
Focuses on education and advocacy regarding issues of domestic 
violence within the Law School community and through various 
community service activities. Programs include advocacy and 
assistance to survivors of domestic violence seeking: online legal 
information and support (Womenslaw.org), orders of protection 
(Sanctuary for Families Courtroom Advocates Program), uncontested 
divorces (Sanctuary for Families Uncontested Divorce Project), and 
Temporary Assistance (cash, utilities and rental assistance) and/or 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) benefits 
(Sanctuary for Families Public Benefits Pro Bono Initiative), under the 
supervision of Sanctuary for Families attorneys.

Education Law Collaborative (ELC)
An interdisciplinary student organization based at Fordham Law 
School that welcomes student members from all of Fordham?s 
colleges and graduate programs. ELC seeks to bring together students 
and practitioners from various fields to discuss and elaborate 
solutions to issues in education law and policy that challenge pK-12 
schools and higher ed institutions.

Environmental Law Advocates (ELA)
A community of Fordham Law students interested in learning about 
environmental law, advocating for environmental protection, and 
promoting environmental justice. ELA seeks to connect students and 
practitioners in the field of environmental law and provide 
educational, recreational, and advocacy opportunities both on and off 
campus.

Fordham Law Advocates for Voter Rights (FLAVR)
Fordham Law Advocates for Voter Rights (FLAVR) is a nonpartisan 
organization of law students at Fordham University devoted to 
protecting and expanding the right to vote. As the next generation of 
lawyers, we have a responsibility to protect the rights and freedoms of 
our community ? at Fordham, in New York, and around the country.  
Proud partner of When We All Vote.

Fordham Law Defenders (FLD)
A community of Fordham law students who are pursuing or strongly 
considering careers in public defense. FLD organizes discussions, 
collaborates with practitioners and alumni, and shares resources and 
tactics. FLD supports students seeking to excel as zealous and careful 
defenders of indigent people who are facing accusations, 
court-involvement, and loss of freedom. 

Fordham National Lawyers Guild (NLG)
Founded in 1937 as the first racially integrated bar association in the 
United States, the National Lawyers Guild (NLG) provides a political 
home foranti-racists, anti-capitalists and anti-imperialiststhroughout 
the legal profession. The Fordham chapter connects its members with 
a community of law students and legal practitioners ? both within 
Fordham and across the city ? who seek to use and understand the 
law as a tool for supporting social justice movements and bringing 
about a world in which ?human rights and the rights of ecosystems 
shall be regarded as more sacred than property interests.

Public Interest 
Resource Center Student Groups 2020 -

2021

These vibrant student-run pro bono projects do crit ically important social justice and racial justice work while 

giving students (start ing in their 1L year) the opportunity to expand their skills and broaden their experiences.

To get involved or for general questions, contact Leah Horowitz at 
lhorowitz2@law.fordham.edu



Housing Advocacy Project (HAP)
Brings together students concerned with housing instability and 
homelessness in New York City and nationwide. Works with various 
community organizations to provide volunteer and research 
opportunities for students to gain experience and learn about topics 
such as the civil right to counsel initiative, individual and group legal 
representation in housing court, and tenant organizing. HAP 
encourages students to get involved in this work during law school 
and pursue careers as housing attorneys during this time of soaring 
rents, increasing homelessness, pervasive gentrification, ongoing 
racial discrimination, and widespread poverty and inequality. 

If/ When/ How Lawyering for Reproductive Justice
Lawyering for Reproductive Justice is a national organization that 
trains, networks, and mobilizes law students and lawyers who 
champion reproductive justice, defined as all people having the right 
and access to the resources they need to thrive and to decide if, when, 
and how to create and sustain their families with dignity, free from 
discrimination, coercion, or violence. Our chapter educates the 
Fordham Law community about reproductive health, rights, and 
justice issues; connects our members with other law students and 
practitioners who share an interest in this field; and provides 
volunteer opportunities for students to support local reproductive 
health care providers.

Immigration Advocacy Project (IAP)
IAP works towards the goal of ending family detention, and has 
partnered with the Feerick Center for Social Justice to coordinate and 
provide legal support to the CARA Pro Bono Family Detention Project, 
a mass-representation effort aiding refugee women and children 
detained at the southern U.S. border. IAP seeks to raise awareness of 
immigrant issues and to train law students to advocate for immigrant 
rights through remote appellate work. IAP also organizes panel 
discussions related to ongoing litigation, as well as career paths in 
immigration law.

International Refugee Assistance Project (IRAP)
The International Refugee Assistance Project (IRAP) organizes law 
students and lawyers to develop and enforce a set of legal rights for 
refugees and displaced persons. Mobilizing direct legal aid, litigation, 
and systemic advocacy, IRAP serves the world's most persecuted 
individuals and empowers the next generation of human rights 
leaders. Since its founding in 2008, IRAP has helped resettle over 
4000 refugees and their families to 18 different countries and has 
trained over 2000 law students and lawyers in the process. Fordham 
University School of Law is one of IRAP's 30 student chapters across 
the United States and Canada.

Mentoring Youth Through Legal Education (MYLE)
The Fordham Law branch of Legal Outreach, an organization that uses 
the law as a tool to foster skills and inspire vision among high school 
students from underserved areas around New York. MYLE helps high 
school students who participate in three debate competitions per year 
on topics that range from Search & Seizure and Freedom of Speech to 
Equal Protection and Miranda Rights.

Stein Scholars Program
Stein Scholars is an academic and professional program that prepares 
students for practicing law in the public interest. The program 
includes a summer externship and accompanying seminar, curriculum 
focused on ethics in public interest law, and project-based public 
interest work with outside partner organizations. Through the 
program, students gain exposure to practitioners in the field, and have 
the opportunity to engage in community service. The program 
encourages students to maintain and galvanize their commitment to 
practicing law in the service of others, and has helped launch the 
careers of hundreds of public interest lawyers over its 25 years of 
existence. 

Student Animal Legal Defense Fund of 
Fordham Law School (SALDF)
Dedicated to promoting the welfare of animals through the 
legal system, SALDF assists animal welfare nonprofits on new or 
pending legislation as well as pending litigation.  

Students for the Education and Representation 
of Veterans (SERV)
Providing veterans with an opportunity to network on campus, while 
also providing a space for students to dialogue about important 
military, veteran affairs, and national security issues. 

Suspension Representation Project (SRP)
Trains law students to represent public school students in 
superintendent?s suspension hearings and help safeguard their right 
to education. This project was created in response to the tremendous 
need for increased access to quality representation for low-income 
students and parents facing suspension hearings. 

Unemployment Action Center (UAC)
Advocate on behalf of individuals at unemployment insurance 
hearings and appeals. The Fordham Chapter is part of a citywide 
consortium at five New York law schools which has assisted more 
than 12,000 people and secured millions of dollars in owed benefits 
for claimants. 

Universal Justice (UJ)
Get hands-on human rights experience by providing assistance to 
human rights and non-governmental organizations in developing 
nations. Recent UJ delegations have included the Philippines, 
Nicaragua, and the Dominican Republic. 

Workers? Rights Advocates (WRA)
We are a group committed to raising awareness and advocating for 
workers? rights through organizing speaker events, off-campus 
volunteer activities, and supporting collective action both on campus 
and in the community. We also look to support students with 
backgrounds in organizing, labor, and workers' rights or who have an 
interest in pursuing legal careers that intersect with these domains.



PUBLIC SERVICE DAY 2020 
The Public Interest Resource Center (PIRC) 

Saturday, August 22nd  
 
Each of the 13 projects, described below, has been organized by one of our vibrant student groups at Fordham 
Law.  Projects involve 2 to 6 hours of work. No prior experience needed for any activity. 
 
Sign up at https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/PSDay2020 
Deadline to register is Sun., Aug. 16th at 12noon. Group assignments (with project leader contact information & 
Zoom link) will be emailed out on Tues., Aug. 18th (or sooner). 
Questions?  Contact Leah Horowitz in PIRC at lhorowitz2@law.fordham.edu 
 
MEETING DAYS & LOCATIONS: All projects take place on Sat., Aug. 22th. All projects are remote (with 
Zoom links to follow) except for Operation Backpack which will offer an in-person option.  
 
PROJECTS: 
 
Advocacy for Black Women Experiencing Domestic Violence: Join the Domestic Violence Action Center 
(DVAC) in learning about and advocating for Black women experiencing domestic violence. According to the 
DOJ, Black women experience intimate partner violence at a rate 35% higher than that of white women, and 2.5 
times the rate of women of other races. Further, Black women are less likely to report their abusers or seek help. 
Our goal for Public Service Day is to gain a better understanding of the roots of domestic violence in the Black 
community and how society can effectively respond to and end this domestic, sexual, and community violence. 
To begin our day, we will hear from a representative from Sanctuary for Families who will teach us about DV 
in general, how it affects women of different races (especially Black women), and the effect the recent 
pandemic has had on DV. Afterwards, we will launch an educational social media campaign in an effort to raise 
funds for Sanctuary for Families and Ujima, The National Center on Violence Against Women in the Black 
Community. This event will take place over Zoom 12:00PM to 5:00PM. Sponsored by the Domestic Violence 
Action Center (DVAC).  
 
Advocating for Rights in Your Workplace: Join Fordham Workers’ Rights Advocates for a workshop 
exploring your basic rights in the workplace. We will explore protections against sexual harassment, illegal 
discrimination, and the rules around COVID-19. This will be a fun and interactive session that will be helpful 
for incoming law students and legal interns as well as serve as an introduction into employment law and will 
give you some basic tools you’ll need to advocate for yourself and your fellow workers on the job. Afterwards 
we hope you will stick around for a meet & greet with the WRA Board! This project will take place over Zoom 
from 1:00PM to 2:00PM. Sponsored by the Workers’ Rights Advocates (WRA). 
 
Close the Camps Project: The crane has long been an international symbol of peace after Sadako Sasaki 
folded one thousand paper cranes before her premature death from the leukemia which she got from the atomic 
bomb dropped on Hiroshima. Join APALSA members to fold paper cranes for Tsuru for Solidarity. Tsuru for 
Solidarity is a nonviolent, direct action project that leverages the moral authority of Japanese American 
survivors of the WWII internment camps to advocate for an end to detention sites and a rejection of the 
inhuman and racist immigration policies that target immigrant and refugee communities. Come hear from 
leaders of Tsuru for Solidarity, learn more about immigrant detention centers, and fold cranes that will be used 
at their actions. If you have your own origami paper that's great, but scrap paper of any kind that you can cut 
into squares works just as well! This project will take place over Zoom from 10:00AM to 12:00PM. Sponsored 
by the Asian Pacific American Law Students Association (APALSA). 
 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/PSDay2020
mailto:lhorowitz2@law.fordham.edu


Design Brochures for Artists Seeking Legal Representation: Do you have a passion for the arts? Do you like 
graphic design? Do you just want to hang out with a bunch of cool people while doing some impactful 
community service work? Join the Artist Representation Society as we design brochures to distribute at our 
future events! These brochures will direct struggling, unrepresented artists toward legal organizations that can 
provide them with pro bono service. Come learn more about our group, what we do, and what resources are 
available in New York City for artists who can't afford legal representation. We have space for up to 20 
students, and we will be collaborating over Zoom and Google Docs. This event will take place over Zoom from 
12:00PM to 2:00PM. Sponsored by the Artist Representation Society (ARS). 
 
ERA Letter Writing Campaign: The Equal Rights Amendment is a proposed amendment to the United States 
Constitution designed to guarantee equal legal rights for all American citizens regardless of sex. When the 
deadline for ratification arrived on June 30, 1982, the Equal Rights Amendment was three states shy of the 
necessary 38 states for full ratification. It was a significant loss for all who had advocated for the ERA for 
decades. In March of 2017, the state of Nevada became the 36th state —the first state since 1977— to ratify the 
Equal Rights Amendment. Nevada was followed by Illinois and Virginia, and the ERA reached the minimum 
number of ratified states required by Congress when it sent the ERA to the states for ratification in 1972. In 
February 2020, the House of Representatives successfully passed a bipartisan resolution removing the 
ratification deadline on the Equal Rights Amendment. The fight has now moved to the Senate. Join us to learn 
more about the ERA, participate in a letter-writing campaign to state representatives, and connect with other 
incoming 1Ls and upper-division students. This event will take place over Zoom 12:30PM to 2:30PM. 
Sponsored by Advocates for Sexual Health and Rights (ASHR) and If/When/How Lawyering for Reproductive 
Justice (LRJ). 
 
Immigration Clinic Training: Join Fordham’s Immigration Advocacy Project (IAP) for a training on 
becoming a volunteer to assist individuals seeking relief from deportation or detention. By completing the 
training, participants will be able to volunteer for New Sanctuary Coalition’s weekly remote immigration clinic 
that helps individuals access immigration-related benefits, understand their rights, apply for asylum, prepare for 
court appearances or interviews, and more. This is a great opportunity to get involved in immigration advocacy 
work and meet law students that share your interests and passions! We will have a short meeting to introduce 
students to IAP at 1:30PM, and the actual training will begin at 2:00PM ET. The entire event will take place 
over Zoom and end around 4:30PM. Sponsored by the Immigration Advocacy Project (IAP).   
 
Letter-writing to Incarcerated Survivors + Phone Zap: Join Advocates for the Incarcerated and Fordham 
Law Defenders for a morning of writing letters to incarcerated survivors of domestic and sexual violence, and 
calling our elected officials to demand the release of incarcerated people.  Because incarceration is 
dehumanizing and isolating, we can attempt to combat this isolation by expressing solidarity and support, and 
by building relationships to improve the well-being of incarcerated survivors.  Because our elected officials 
have thus far failed to protect incarcerated people from the effects of COVID-19 in prisons and jails, and 
because these institutions are violent and harmful, we’ll also be calling our elected officials to demand the 
release of people in prisons and jails during this pandemic.  All you’ll need is an interest in supporting 
incarcerated people, a pen and paper, a phone, and access to Zoom. Letter-writing materials (envelopes/stamps) 
and further instructions, including a call script, will be provided to those who need them. This event will take 
place over Zoom from 10:00AM to 12:00PM. Sponsored by the Advocates for the Incarcerated (AFTI) and 
Fordham Law Defenders (FLD).   
 
 
 
 
 



National Lawyers Guild Legal Observer Training: Founded in 1937 as the first racially integrated bar 
association in the United States, the National Lawyers Guild (NLG) provides a political home for anti-racists, 
anti-capitalists and anti-imperialists throughout the legal profession. For Public Service Day, Fordham NLG 
will train students to safeguard protesters’ rights through its Legal Observer program, most commonly known 
by the neon green hat Legal Observers wear. In the training, students will learn how to observe and document 
law enforcement's activities during mass protests and more broadly learn about legal support for social 
movements engaged in speech and assembly activities. Students who are trained will be able to go out into the 
field and put their burgeoning legal education to great use by monitoring demonstrations in New York City. 
While the training is virtual, we ask that people register only if they either are currently based in New York or 
will be based in New York before too long, as this training is only for New York City-based demonstrations. 
This project will take place over Zoom starting from 10:00AM to 12:30PM. Sponsored by the Fordham 
National Lawyers Guild (NLG). 
 
Operation Backpack: Join Fordham’s BLSA as we assist Volunteers of America - Greater New York with 
Operation Backpack. Operation Backpack® is a community service of VOA with the goal of ensuring that 
every child living in an NYC homeless or domestic violence shelter has a top-quality backpack filled with 
grade-specific supplies in time for the first day of school. For the in-person project, students will help fill these 
backpacks. For the remote project, we will call shelters on behalf of VOA to confirm receipt of bags and other 
items. Students may choose to participate in this event over Zoom from 10:00AM to 1:00PM or in-person from 
10:00AM to 4:00PM (please select your preference in the survey). Sponsored by the Black Law Students 
Association (BLSA). 
 
Petition to End Family Separation: Earlier this year, a federal judge issued an order forcing ICE to release 
children who have been under its custody for longer than 20 days after the detection of the spread of COVID-19 
at family detention centers. Lamentably, the judge’s order could not apply to caregivers/parents. The result is 
that countless minors will risk being separated from their loved ones and find themselves living in a stranger’s 
home. The overcrowded population coupled with this novel virus are said to violate detainees' constitutional 
rights. Children should not have to be separated from their families. This is exactly what has been and will 
continue to happen if the public does not take a stand against ICE and inhumane acts against immigrant 
families. Please join the Latin American Law Students Association (LALSA) in putting an end to the separation 
of families. By spending less than an hour via a zoom meeting, we will send out a link where students can 
petition for the release of families together. Further, we will spend some time posting already-created comments 
on DHS & ICE’s social media page. This will also give students an opportunity to network with upper class 
students and ask all questions regarding your next chapter as a 1L student. This event will take place over Zoom 
from 10:00AM to 12:00PM. Sponsored by the Latin American Law Students Association (LALSA). 
 
Phone-banking for Tenants: Join the Housing Advocacy Project and Met Council on Housing to phone-bank! 
We will be calling tenants who are on rent strike to find out whether they have heard from their landlords, 
inform them of court updates, and see how they are doing. Covid-19 has magnified New York City's affordable 
housing crisis, putting tens of thousands of renters at risk of eviction. They need your help! This event will take 
place over Zoom 12:00PM to 2:00PM. Sponsored by the Housing Advocacy Project (HAP).  
 
Text Out The Vote: Volunteers will text eligible voters around the country with When We All Vote, using the 
OutVote app, and help them register to vote. We'll have a zoom room up for the entirety of the event where you 
can ask FLAVR board members any questions you might have, or learn more about our organization. This 
event will take place over Zoom from 10:00AM to 12:00PM. Sponsored by the Fordham Law Advocates for 
Voter Rights (FLAVR). 
 
 



Unemployment Advocate Training: Train to become an advocate for those who have lost their jobs and have 
been denied unemployment insurance benefits with The Unemployment Action Center (UAC), a New York 
City-wide student-run nonprofit organization dedicated to the representation of unemployment insurance 
claimants. This is a terrific opportunity to build essential litigation skills, gain real client exposure, and impress 
future employers! The UAC offers leadership positions for 1L students, and UAC participation does not conflict 
with other extra-curricular activities. Advocates handle all aspects of a case: interviewing and advising the 
client, researching and forming case theory, and representing the claimant at a Department of Labor hearing, 
including conducting direct and cross-examination and a closing argument. Learn about the UAC’s history and 
mission and hear about the process, challenges, and rewards of taking a case from current advocates. You'll be 
on your way to tackling cases during your first semester (with the mentorship of experienced advocates). We 
hope you join us for this engaging training. This project will take place over Zoom from 10:00AM to 1:00PM. 
Sponsored by the Unemployment Action Center (UAC). 
 
Public Service Day is a Public Interest Resource Center (PIRC) program  
Website | Facebook | Instagram 

https://www.fordham.edu/info/20697/public_interest_resource_center
https://www.facebook.com/pircfordhamlaw
https://www.facebook.com/pircfordhamlaw
https://www.instagram.com/PIRC.FordhamLaw/
https://www.instagram.com/PIRC.FordhamLaw/
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