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4- 5:30 p.m.

Zoom Webinar

This program is presented in conjunction with the Leitner Center for 
International Law and Justice, Fordham Law School's Black Law 
Students Association (BLSA) and Fordham Law School's Latin 

American Law Students Association (LALSA)



4 – 4:05 p.m.   Welcome Remarks

4:05 – 5:30 p.m.  CLE Panel Discussion on Unfinished Work: Black Lives 
Matter and Policing after the Protests

(1.5 Diversity, Inclusion and Elimination of Bias CLE)

Featuring 
Alexis Hoag, Associate Research Scholar and 
Lecturer in Law, Columbia Law School
Tracey Meares, Walton Hale Hamilton Professor of 
Law and Founding Director of the Justice 
Collaboratory, Yale Law School
Kenneth Montgomery, Law Offices of Kenneth J. 
Montgomery, PLLC; Adjunct Professor, Fordham 
Law School
Benjamin Tucker, First Deputy Commissioner, 
NYPD
moderator: Bennett Capers, Professor of Law and 
Director of the Center on Race, Law and Justice, 
Fordham Law School

Agenda

CLE CREDIT 
Credit has been approved in accordance with the requirements of the New York State CLE Board for a maximum of  1.5 
non-transitional (1.5 diversity, inclusion & elimination of bias) credit 

CLE course materials are available at: law.fordham.edu/clematerials



Speaker Bios  

Bennett Capers 
In Fall 2020, Professor Bennett Capers joined Fordham Law School, where he teaches Evidence, 
Criminal Law, and Criminal Procedure, and is also the Director of the Center on Race, Law, and 
Justice.  His academic interests include the relationship between race, gender, technology, and 
criminal justice, and he is a prolific writer on these topics. His articles and essays have been 
published or are forthcoming in the California Law Review (twice), Columbia Law 
Review, Cornell Law Review, Fordham Law Review, Harvard Civil Rights-Civil Liberties Law 
Review (twice), New York University Law Review, North Carolina Law Review, Notre Dame 
Law Review, Michigan Law Review, and UCLA Law Review, among others.   In addition to co-
editing the forthcoming Critical Race Judgments: Rewritten U.S. Court Opinions on Race and 
Law (Cambridge University Press) (with Devon Carbado, Robin Lenhardt, and Angela 
Onwuachi-Willig) and Feminist Judgments: Rewritten Criminal Law Opinions (Cambridge 
University Press) (with Corey Rayburn Yung and Sarah Deer), he also has a forthcoming book 
about prosecutors, The Prosecutor’s Turn (Metropolitan Books).  His commentary and op-eds 
have appeared in the New York Times and other journals.  He was a visiting professor at 
Fordham Law School during the 2008-09 academic year, and has also been a visiting professor at 
University of Texas Law School and Boston University Law School. 

Prior to teaching, Professor Capers spent nearly ten years as an Assistant U.S. Attorney in the 
Southern District of New York. His work trying several federal racketeering cases earned him a 
nomination for the Department of Justice’s Director’s Award in 2004. He also practiced with the 
firms of Cleary, Gottlieb, Steen & Hamilton and Willkie Farr & Gallagher. He clerked for the 
Hon. John S. Martin, Jr. of the Southern District of New York.  He is a graduate of Princeton 
University, where he graduated cum laude and was awarded the Class of 1983 Prize, and of 
Columbia University School of Law, where he was a Harlan Fiske Stone Scholar. 
 
Prior to joining Fordham Law School, he taught at Brooklyn Law School, where he was the 
Stanley A. August Professor of Law, and before that at Hofstra University School of Law, where 
he served as Associate Dean of Faculty Development in 2010-11, and where he received the 
2009 Lawrence A. Stessin Prize for Outstanding Scholarly Publication. He has thrice been voted 
Teacher of the Year, is an elected member of the American Law Institute, a Director of Research 
for the Uniform Laws Commission, a Senior Technology Fellow at the NYU Policing Project, 
and has served as Chair of the AALS Criminal Justice Section and Chair of the AALS Law and 
Humanities Section. Governor Cuomo has twice appointed him to serve on judicial screening 
committees, first the New York State Judicial Screening Committee for the New York Court of 
Claims, and then the New York Judicial Screening Committee for the Second Department. In 
2013, he served as Chairperson of the AALS 2013 Conference on Criminal Justice.  That same 
year, Judge Scheindlin appointed him to Chair the Academic Advisory Council to assist in 
implementing the remedial order in the stop-and-frisk class action Floyd v. City of New 
York.  He has also served for several years as a Commissioner on the NYC Civilian Complaint 
Review Board. 



Alexis Hoag 
Alexis Hoag has spent over a decade as a civil rights and criminal defense lawyer, primarily 
representing capitally convicted clients in federal post-conviction proceedings. Hoag’s 
scholarship interests include race and criminal justice, capital punishment, and civil rights. She 
is the inaugural Practitioner-in-Residence at the Eric H. Holder Jr. Initiative for Civil and 
Political Rights. 

Hoag has served as Senior Counsel at the NAACP Legal Defense and Educational Fund, Inc. 
(“LDF”), where she represented clients in a variety of civil and criminal matters, 
including Davis, et al. v. City of New York and New York City Housing Authority, a federal 
class action lawsuit seeking systemic reform of the New York City Police Department’s 
discriminatory practices against Black and Latinx public housing residents and guests. Hoag 
supervised LDF’s parole advocacy in Mississippi on behalf of young people formerly sentenced 
to life without the possibility of parole. She also captained LDF’s Prepared to Vote efforts in 
Alabama and Missouri. 

Hoag has authored amicus curiae briefs before the U.S. Supreme Court and state supreme courts 
on behalf of capitally convicted individuals challenging their sentences due to racial 
discrimination. She regularly conducts death penalty trainings on racial discrimination in jury 
selection, developing race-based mitigation, and cultural competency in the defense team. Hoag 
also serves on the editorial board of the Amicus Journal, a publication reporting on worldwide 
capital punishment issues, and on the capital punishment committee of the New York City Bar 
Association. 

Prior to LDF, Hoag served eight years in the Office of the Federal Public Defender for the 
Middle District of Tennessee as a writing and research attorney and Assistant Federal Public 
Defender, where she represented death-sentenced individuals in federal habeas and related state 
court proceedings. She clerked for The Honorable John T. Nixon of the United State District 
Court for the Middle District of Tennessee. 

Hoag graduated from Yale College and NYU School of Law, where she was a Derrick Bell 
Public Interest Scholar and an editor on the Review of Law and Social Change. She is a member 
of the New York and Tennessee state bars and continues to represent a client sentenced to death 
in federal court. 

 

Tracey Meares 
Tracey L. Meares is the Walton Hale Hamilton Professor and a Founding Director of the Justice 
Collaboratory at Yale Law School. Before joining the faculty at Yale, she was a professor at the 
University of Chicago Law School from 1995 to 2007, serving as Max Pam Professor and 
Director of the Center for Studies in Criminal Justice. She was the first African American 
woman to be granted tenure at both law schools. 

Professor Meares is a nationally recognized expert on policing in urban communities. Her 
research focuses on understanding how members of the public think about their relationship(s) 



with legal authorities such as police, prosecutors and judges. She teaches courses on criminal 
procedure, criminal law, and policy and she has worked extensively with the federal government 
having served on the National Academy of Sciences Committee on Law and Justice, a National 
Research Council standing committee and the U.S. Department of Justice, Office of Justice 
Programs Science Advisory Board. 

In April 2019, Professor Meares was elected as a member to the American Academy of Arts and 
Sciences. In December 2014, President Obama named her as a member of his Task Force on 21st 
Century Policing. She has a B.S. in general engineering from the University of Illinois and a J.D. 
from the University of Chicago Law School. 

 

Kenneth Montgomery 
In 2001 Mr. Montgomery started his own boutique litigation law firm located in the Dumbo 
section of Brooklyn. He also became a founding member of the creative design agency 
Pixod.com. It was 2001 when Montgomery began his impressive career as a fierce talented and 
well-respected litigator in state and federal court. Over the last 14 years he has successfully 
litigated and defended clients charged with everything from Murder, Drug possession, Weapons 
possession, Rape, Grand larceny, Conspiracy, Identity theft, sex abuse, etc. Montgomery has also 
represented numerous Client’s in numerous high profile cases and appeared on Court TV as a 
legal analyst (please see home page and media section at kjmontgomerylaw.com). Some of these 
cases include, officers investigated 
and charged in the mafia cop case, a young Ghanaian woman accused of fleeing Africa for fear 
of female genital mutilation while being charged with federal passport fraud, Russian mafia 
murder cases, the family of Kimani Gray who was killed by NYPD, Suing civil rights lawyer 
Sanford Rubinstein for rape and assault on behalf of his Client are just a few of the high profile 
and publicity cases in which Montgomery has represented his clients. The client-centered 
approach has kept him humble and grounded despite the press attention of many of his cases. 
However, the most impressive record is Mr. Montgomery’s trial results, which has included over 
50 not guilty jury verdicts (please see not guilty archive at kjmontgomerylaw.com). The not 
guilty verdicts have included successful acquittals for murder, attempted murder, assault, rape, 
robbery, gun possession, conspiracy, grand larceny, identity theft, etc. Montgomery has also 
successfully sued the City Of New York and The New York Police Department for federal and 
state excessive force claims, wrongful death, and federal 1983 claims. 

Montgomery has successfully sued several corporate giants and brands including Bad Boy 
records, Rocafella Records, Dame Dash, Rock star Games, Take Two interactive, and several 
recording and film companies and publishing houses on behalf of Plaintiff’s, who have had their 
copyright, brand and trademark rights infringed. Montgomery has also represented several artist 
and entertainment companies. Negotiating and securing several major recording deals and 
representing clients such as Mr. Motherfucking Exquire, Sean Price, Tyson Beckford, and Duck 
Down Records to name a few. 



In 20 years Montgomery has accumulated an incredible reputation as a fierce advocate in the 
area of Criminal defense, Civil rights, and entertainment transactions and litigation. He is a 
member of the Federal CJA panel in both the EDNY and SDNY and serves as a board member 
for the Kings County Criminal Bar Association and the Kings County Democratic Judicial 
Screening Committtee. Additionally, Montgomery is a member of the adjunct professor staff at 
Fordham Law School where he lectures 2nd and 3rd year law students in Trial Advocacy. 

Montgomery is also a member for several non-profit and community 
organizations such as Man Up Inc. and resident care. Having grown up in the Brownsville and 
Crown heights section of Brooklyn, Montgomery continues to mentor and administer community 
outreach throughout Brooklyn via his organization founded by him and his brothers called “The 
Brooklyn Combine”. That outreach includes mentoring and academic programs, pro-bono 
representation, speaking engagements at several churches and schools and supporting several 
community programs and initiatives such as Gems and Hip hop for life. 

Notwithstanding all of the above, Montgomery’s most celebrated accomplishment however are 
his family and three children. 

 

Benjamin Tucker 
Benjamin B. Tucker began his career with the New York City Police Department in 1969 when 
he was appointed as a police trainee and trained to conduct an innovative school-based drug-
prevention education program. He became a police officer in 1972 and was promoted to sergeant 
in 1987. During his 22 years with the NYPD, First Deputy Commissioner Tucker performed 
patrol, school task force, anti-crime, and community affairs assignments; later serving as a Police 
Academy instructor, legal advisor in the Office of the Deputy Commissioner, Legal Matters, and 
the assistant director of the Civilian Complaint Review Board. 

Following his career with the NYPD, Commissioner Tucker continued his public service as an 
executive in several local and federal government agencies. In New York City, under Mayor 
Edward I. Koch, Commissioner Tucker served as the deputy assistant director for Law 
Enforcement Services in the Mayor's Office of Operations, first deputy commissioner and 
executive director of the Commission on Human Rights, and chief of operations in the Office of 
the Manhattan Borough President. In 2002, Commissioner Tucker returned to New York City 
government under Mayor Michael R. Bloomberg as the chief executive for school safety and 
planning for the Department of Education. 

In 1995, President Bill Clinton appointed Commissioner Tucker as the Deputy Director for 
Operations in the Office of Community Oriented Policing Services, at the U.S. Department of 
Justice. In 2009, President Barack Obama nominated, and the senate confirmed, Commissioner 
Tucker to serve the state and local affairs division within the U.S. Office of National Drug 
Control Policy. 

Additionally, Commissioner Tucker coordinated and directed research demonstration projects at 
both the Substance Abuse Strategy Initiative at New York University and the Center on 



Addiction and Substance Abuse at Columbia University, programs designed to evaluate the 
effectiveness of post incarceration services for substance abusing ex-offenders and services for 
pre-adolescents at risk of getting involved in drugs and crime. 

Commissioner Tucker's unique blend of law enforcement, public service and academic 
experience led to his appointment as deputy commissioner of training, during Police 
Commissioner William J. Bratton's reengineering of the New York City Police Department in 
2014. Proving to be a valuable member of the executive staff, Commissioner Tucker was 
promoted to first deputy commissioner and entrusted to design and implement a broad range of 
policy, programs, and training to strengthen community relations and improve the performance 
of the department. 

First Deputy Commissioner Tucker holds a Bachelor of Science degree in criminal justice from 
John Jay College, a J.D. from Fordham University School of Law, and is a tenured professor at 
Pace University. 




