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University of Auckland  

Faculty of Arts  

Summer Research Projects 2021 

 
Project Title: Superfluous Injury, Unnecessary Suffering and the Regulation of War 

Area: Political Studies/Conflict and Terrorism 

Project Supervisor: Dr. Thomas Gregory 

 

Project Description:  

The principles of superfluous injury and unnecessary suffering are key components of 

international humanitarian law. They have been invoked to ban expanding bullets, 

asphyxiating gases, blinding lasers, landmines and cluster munitions. At the same time, 

renowned legal expert Antonio Cassese argued that these principles are ‘two of the most 

unclear and controversial rules of warfare… couched in such vague and uncertain terms as to 

be barren of practical results’. This project will consist of two parts. The first part examines 

how these concepts were successfully invoked to ban biological agents (1975), blinding 

lasers (1998), landmines (1999) and cluster munitions (2008). The second part examines how 

these concepts were unsuccessfully invoked by national liberation movements to draw 

attention to suffering and injury beyond the physical harm inflicted on the human body (e.g. 

environmental destruction caused by the use of defoliants in Vietnam and the social harm 

caused by colonialism to indigenous groups). The summer scholar will examine archival 

material related to these regulations to see how these concepts were invoked.  

The student- researcher will begin identifying the relevant archival material. Most will be 

held in online repositories at the International Committee of the Red Cross, which can be 

accessed remotely. There will, however, be additional archives that the student will need to 

track down. The second phase of research will involve the student reading through transcripts 

of the negotiations and related material (such as initial drafts and position statements) to 

identify whether the concepts of unnecessary suffering and superfluous injury were invoked, 

how different parties to these negotiations interpreted these principles and the extent to which 

they were successful in convincing states to regulate these weapons. The final phase of the 

project will look at the broader context, drawing on global media reports about the 

negotiations and government statements outside the formal negotiations to understand how 

these principles were being used. As part of their research, the student will be expected to 

produce a short report on each of the negotiations, including an appendix containing the 

relevant archival material.  

 

Project Title: Citizenship, Impermanent Residency and the Politics of Populations on 

the Move 

Area: Public Policy Institute 

Project Supervisor: Dr Tim Fadgen, Associate Director Graduate Programmes, Public 

Policy Institute 

 

Project Description 



 2 

The world currently faces a human migration policy crisis. In 2019 there are more than 25 

million refugees displaced around the world—nearly the population of Australia. In addition, 

tens of millions of others reside on temporary visas in a country other than that of their birth. 

Considerable attention has been paid to immigration policy issues in the European, North 

American and Australian contexts, while significantly less to the those of the Pacific region. 

This project seeks to address this gap.  

The researcher would assist the project supervisor in advancing two lines of research leading 

to a broader argument regarding restrictive policies. 

The first objective is to survey current citizenship laws and policies throughout the Pacific 

within their historical context. 

The second is to disentangle the various classes of visa, residency and citizenship statuses in 

the region in order to present a typology of what has essentially become a new global 

cohabitation system. In achieving both objectives, the student will work closely with the 

research supervisor to develop the research plan, compile research and write up initial 

findings. 

In combination, this data will allow us to test the argument that while the total migrant, 

refugee and displaced persons population has increased over the past 50 years, so too have 

restrictive immigration policies designed to maintain temporary status for most migrants thus 

creating an increasingly large underclass of individuals who are increasingly denied 

permanency and thus reside at the pleasure of the government of the day and can be removed, 

in many cases to uncertain futures in places they have never been, with only minimal 

recourse to natural justice. 

 

Project Title: The Practice of Involuntary Civil Commitment of Individuals with 

Mental Illness: A Pacific Perspective 

Area: Public Policy Institute 

Project Supervisor: Dr Tim Fadgen, Associate Director Graduate Programmes, Public 

Policy Institute 

 

Project Description 

The landmark 1991 United Nations Principles for the Protection of Persons with Mental 

Illness (MI Principles), constituted a significant statement of rights for individuals with 

mental illness throughout the world. These principles enunciated a preference for life in the 

community and community treatment options. This instrument was later advanced by the 

seminal Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) in 2008, which 

advanced the notion of respect for individual dignity and created other substantive structures 

for the protection and participation of such individuals in policy and law making processes.  

 

Yet, despite these protections, challenges remain. States struggle to ensure effective 

community treatment regimes and often rely upon custodial orders and coercive treatment 

interventions. The extent to which individuals with mental illness have been included in 

policy formulation and implementation is also questionable in many countries. Gaps exist in 

our knowledge as to the current practices in many countries, particularly in Small Island 

Developing States (SIDS) and those located in the Pacific in particular. 

 

This project will serve as the foundation to a planned edited volume that seeks to add to the 

global literature on mental health policies and practices with a particular focus of involuntary 

(civil) commitment practices and procedures for individuals with acute mental health 

conditions. The central goal is to illuminate incongruities between indigenous practices for 
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acute mental health conditions and codified policy preferences and procedures for state-

imposed custody and treatment regimes. 

 

The student will assist the researcher by gathering legislative, policy and scholarly materials 

from throughout the Pacific region and potentially Asia, time permitting, so that we can do a 

stocktake of the current involuntary (civil) commitments landscape and to take note of any 

significant changes, particularly since the 1991 MI Principles. The student will have the 

opportunity to participate in the early production stages of an edited volume and to learn a 

little about how this process works. 

 

 

Project Title: “Mother of the ERA”: A Political Biography of Martha W. Griffiths 

Area: History 

Project Supervisor: Associate Professor Jennifer Frost 

Project Description 

This project is the first biographical study in nearly 40 years of the political career of 

Representative Martha W. Griffiths(1912-2003).Griffiths, a lawyer, judge, and Democrat, 

represented a Michigan district in the House of Representatives that included Detroit 

beginning in 1955. She thus forged a relationship with the US labor movement, particularly 

the United Auto Workers. She also was a feminist and a member of the National Woman’s 

Party during the so-called “doldrums” of the modern women’s movement. Over her career, 

she contributed to reform in many areas. But most consistently she focused on eradicating 

gender inequalities from legislation over the 1960s and 1970s.“All I want to be is human and 

American and have all the same rights and I will shut up.” As it turned out, her efforts 

benefited men as well as women and families. She succeeded in getting “sex” included in 

Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, which then prohibited discrimination in 

employment based on sex alongside race, color, religion, and national origin. She also fought 

for the Equal Rights Amendment (ERA), guiding its passage through Congress in 1973, 

although the amendment failed to be ratified by the requisite number of states. 

The student researcher will carry out historical primary research with two different types of 

sources. First, to examine the key events in the political career of Representative Martha 

Griffiths and the political and public reception and impact, the Scholar will conduct research 

in the US historical newspaper databases available through our library. I will provide the 

Scholar with a list of topics to look for, but I will encourage the student also to think broadly 

and follow the leads that emerge in the research process. Second, the Scholar will gather US 

government documents, particularly from the Congressional Record, in which Griffiths 

features as either chair or speaker. With both types of primary sources, the student will 

download or photocopy, annotate, and index the relevant articles. 

 

Project Title: Mapping Innovations in Indigenous, Feminist, and Culturally 

Appropriate Research Methodologies                                                                                

Area: Maori Studies and Pacific Studies 

Project Supervisor: Dr. Marcia Leenen-Young and Dr. Lisa Uperesa 
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Project Description  

In recent years there has been an efflorescence of new Pacific research paradigms and 

methodologies. While we can recognize that this work builds on previous innovations in 

Indigenous methodologies more broadly and/or germinal work by intersectional feminist and 

minoritised community researchers, these links are not well known. This project seeks to 

highlight the genealogies of Pacific research methods and methodologies, working backwards 

and forwards from the pivotal publication of Decolonising Methodologies by Linda Smith. 

This study is in its early phases and the scholars would contribute to mapping these 

innovations, their connections, and their links to more recent work in Pacific methodologies. 

The ability to analyse the genealogy of this publication and focus on earlier developments in 

methodologies by minoritised and feminist researchers would enhance our understanding of 

the impact these different strands of scholarship have had on the push towards Indigenous-led 

methodologies in New Zealand. Similarly, analysing the subsequent methodological 

developments from Smith’s seminal work will enable us to trace the major influences on 

Indigenous and Pacific methodologies currently so widely used in New Zealand. This 

proposal is ideally for two scholars to help map these innovations. 

 

Project: Ngā Taonga o Wharawhara / The World of Māori Body Adornment: 

Understanding adornment in Indigenous and Non-Indigenous Worlds – A Literature 

Review                                                                                                                                     

Area: Art History                                                                                                               

Project Supervisor: Associate Professor Ngarino Ellis 

Project Description 

The broader Ngā Taonga o Wharawhara / The World of Māori Body Adornment project aims 

to produce research on the history of Māori body adornment to the present day. This field is 

under-researched, and the project promotes the idea of a continuum of practice of Māori 

artists in relation to the use of materials, the changing technologies, and the ways in which 

adornment has been and continues to be integrated into the social, political, economic and 

cultural landscape of whānau, hapū and iwi. 

The scholar will write a literature review in two parts: a) Indigenous adornment and b) non-

Indigenous adornment. This knowledge will situate the Wharawhara project within a global 

context, as connections through materials, functions, and significance are identified. 

Ultimately this project is written by, about and for Māori, and will contribute to a growing 

corpus of Māori art histories with the research goal of working towards reconnecting taonga 

with their whanau, hapū and iwi. ** A literature review of this material is not funded under 

the Royal Society Marsden project, hence this application. 

The Scholar will undertake the following research:Conduct a comprehensive search for all 

publicly-available oral and written historical and contemporary material on Indigenous (non-

Māori) and non-Indigenous personal adornment. This will include material in books and 

articles in particular. Review, analyse and interpret this material to identify, where possible: 

key themes from the field as a whole, e.g. materials, biographies (of artworks, of artists), use 

in politics, impact of religion; and critical methodologies in relation to studies in this area, 

particularly from an Indigenous perspective, where evident; and important artworks and 

practices which should be highlighted for their korero (life stories); gaps in the current state 
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of the literature that my project will attempt to address; Synthesise these up into a cohesive 

5,000-word report. 

Project: Researching the University of Auckland Art Collection 

Area: Museums and Cultural Heritage/Art History 

Project Supervisor: Associate Professor Linda Tyler 

Since 1966, the University of Auckland has built and maintained an art collection which 

reflects significant developments in New Zealand art from the nineteenth to the twenty-first 

centuries. This is a project designed to document that collection in a book to be published by 

Auckland University Press that will organised thematically dealing with the different aspects 

of the collection including Cubism, expressionism and the expatriates; Māori motifs and 

modernism; Figurative, Colour Field and Gestural Abstraction; Māori and Pasifika artists; 

New generation diasporic artists; Women artists and feminism; Contemporary photography; 

Postmodernist appropriations; New methods and media. 

The aim of this project is to help the project supervisor produce a book on the University of 

Auckland Art Collection by collating image permissions and other documentation. The 

Summer Scholar will research and assemble already published material on the art collection, 

and structure it into six sections to correlate with the 13 chapters which feature 125 works (a 

tenth of the collection) and develop an index for the text.  

 

Project Title: Censorship in Italian Cinema                                                                           

Area: Italian and Film Studies                                                                                          

Project Supervisor: Prof. Bernadette Luciano, School of Cultures, Languages and 

Linguistics 

Project Description  

Perhaps the most memorable scene from the famous Italian film, Cinema Paradiso, is a tear-

jerking scene at the end of the film when the protagonist of the film, now a famous Italian 

director, discovers that his childhood mentor, a film projectionist, had saved him a box filled 

with all the film clips of kisses extracted from the films he had screened at the Cinema 

Paradiso. In Italy the first censorship laws on films date back to 1913 with the aim being that 

of prohibiting from screening and distribution those films that were deemed not acceptable 

for the public to view. In addition to total censorship, from the 1930s to the 1990s, a different 

mode of censorship prevailed, which consisted of cutting out parts of films deemed 

inappropriate and screening instead incomplete or indeed mutilated versions of the film. 

process that consisted in altering and indeed mutiliating the integrity of the creative product. 

This research project looks at issues of censorship with a specific  focus on a recent film by 

Irene Dionisio. Dionisio has retrieved ‘prohibited’ clips of major Italian films from the 

1950s-1990s from Italian film archives, and reassembled them in her film  Il mio unico 

crimine è vedere chiaro nella notte/My only crime is to see clearly at night. Her work in 

addition to being an act of recovery and a reimagining of film fragments,  draws our attention 

to the impact of the censor’s cuts on the original films, addresses the issues of censorship in 

Italian cinema, and issues of censorship and creativity more broadly.  

The student researcher, depending on background and language skill will do one or more of 

the following: 

 Read existing literature (articles, book chapters, and books) and provide a summary of the 

main issues and drivers of film censorship in Italy;  
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Summarise critical/theoretical materials on the relationship between censorship and art; 

Analyse Dionisio’s film, and the re-assemblage of the cuts.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 


