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College at 60 has been a core program at 
Fordham University for more than 40 years. 
An initiative of the Fordham School of 
Professional and Continuing Studies, the 
program offers noncredit courses in areas 
such as creative writing, U.S. history, 
philosophy, and literature. The name 
“College at 60” refers to our location at 
Fordham’s Lincoln Center campus on West 
60th Street and also to our students—most 
of whom are over the age of 60. 
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Tuition
· $400 each noncredit course for all 

students (includes all student fees)

· No tuition refunds or tuition 
waivers will be granted after the 
second week of classes, regardless 
of class attendance.

Class Times and Semesters
Due to the pandemic, all classes are 
meeting online. They are normally 
held at Fordham’s Lincoln Center 
campus at West 60th Street and 
Columbus Avenue. The fall semester 
runs from September to December; 
the spring term runs from February 
to May. Daytime courses are offered 
once a week for a two-hour class 
session, either from 10:30 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m. or from 1:30 to 3:30 p.m. 
Course listings and schedules are 
published in a brochure each May 
and December. They can also be 
found at fordham.edu/collegeat60.

Extra Privileges
The College at 60 program provides  
a free afternoon lecture series each 
term on Wednesday afternoons. The 
schedule for the lectures is 
distributed by mail and email. 

Participation in College at 60 also 
entitles you to attend campus events 
and to use all Fordham facilities, such 
as the Fordham libraries, computer 
centers, cafeterias, bookstore, and 
classrooms at the Manhattan, Bronx, 
and Westchester campuses.

Eligibility and Admission
College at 60 welcomes adults over 
60 who have a desire to develop their 
intellectual interests and a capacity 
for college-level reading.    

How to Apply and Register
For all College at 60 students, 
registration will begin on Friday 
morning, December 4, 2020 at 10 a.m. 
through the University’s online 
portal at my.fordham.edu and will 
continue until the first day of the 
term, February 8, 2021.

NEW STUDENTS WHO HAVE NEVER 
TAKEN A COLLEGE AT 60 COURSE
The first step is to call the College at 
60 program to arrange an 
introductory meeting with the 
assistant director of the program, 
during which you can complete a 
brief application form detailing your 
interests and expectations and 
discuss whether the program is a 
good fit for you. At that time, 
applicants may register for any 
available class in the upcoming 
semester.    

CONTINUING STUDENTS AND 
RETURNING STUDENTS WHO HAVE 
PREVIOUSLY TAKEN A COLLEGE AT 
60 COURSE
Students who have already taken 
courses in the College at 60 program 
should register for the next 
semester’s courses through the 
online portal.

If you cannot or will not use the 
online technology, you can call the 
College at 60 office to register by 
phone. However, manual 
registration may be delayed; online 
registration is more immediate and 
you’ll receive an instant 
confirmation.

CALENDAR OF CLASSES College at 60 | Spring 2021

FEBRUARY
MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

8 9 10 11 12
15 16 17 18 19
22 23 24 25 26

Monday, February 8 – First day of the spring 2021 term 
Monday, February 15 – Presidents’ Day; University closed

Wednesday, March 10  – University holiday; University closed (replaces a week of 
spring recess)

Check individual course syllabus for changes in class meetings

Friday, May 7 – Last day of classes for spring 2021 term

MARCH
MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

1 2 3 4 5
8 9 10 11 12
15 16 17 18 19
22 23 24 25 26
29 30 31

MAY
MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

3 4 5 6 7

Friday, April 2 – Good Friday; University closed

http://fordham.edu/collegeat60
http://my.fordham.edu


Studies in Philosophy: Philosophy of Technology
10:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. | Babette Babich | CRN: 42514
This course looks at technology and questions its nature or essence as well as 
its implications for human freedom. Beginning with Plato, philosophers have 
questioned the relationship between technology and understanding. Today’s 
questions include, but are not limited to, transhumanism and the digital.

MONDAY February 8 to May 3

TUESDAY February 9 to May 4

Religion and Culture: The Apostle Paul and the Pauline Letters
10:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. | Byron Shafer | CRN: 42515 
A scholar has written that “Paul is the most important, most controversial, 
and least understood figure in earliest Christianity.” Thirteen of the 27 books 
of the New Testament are attributed to Paul. He was a first-century Jew born 
in the Roman diaspora. He became a follower of Jesus the Christ, traveled 
widely in the empire to spread the Good News of his new Lord and Savior, 
and corresponded with the congregations he had founded. After Paul’s 
death, disciples continued to work and write in his name. Why was he—and 
why does he continue to be—so important, so controversial, and so 
misunderstood? Before each Zoom session, the professor will distribute his 
lecture via email attachment in both Word and PDF formats. Then, each 
Zoom session will be devoted to discussing that lecture and the 
accompanying readings from the Pauline letters and a textbook (Roetzel, 
Calvin J. The Letters of Paul: Conversations in Context, 6th edition. Louisville, 
KY: Westminster John Knox Press, 2015. ISBN 13: 978-0-664-23999-2). 

Topics in Science: Big Data—Its Science and Consequences
1:30 p.m. – 3:30 p.m. | Richard Hresko | CRN: 42516 
The ability to handle large volumes of data accurately and rapidly has changed 
our world in many profound ways, for both good and ill. In this course, we 
will explore the science and technology beyond this revolution in handling 
information and the impact it has had on our lives. We will look at some of 
the science of quantum computing and how it has engendered a massive 
increase in both the speed of data analysis and also in its storage for future use. 
We will also look at the issue of protecting data, including encryption and 
other “locks.” Among the technologies we will explore—including their social 
and moral implications—are cyberwarfare; social media and its weaponization; 
access to searches to create consumer profiles; big data in medical research, 
such as vaccine and drug development; and even big data’s impact on 
entertainment. Whether your interest is in the science of big data, its social 
implications, or both, this course will provide you with food for thought.

WEDNESDAY February 10 to May 5

Creative Writing: Powers of Expression—Creativity, Craft,  
and Technique in Writing
1:30 p.m. – 3:30 p.m. | Nina Goss | CRN: 42517
In this course, we will explore some technical elements of expressive and 
imaginative prose that can bring greater depth and complexity to your work. 
With rigor and playfulness, we’ll address elements such as structure, voice, 
point of view, and a range of literary devices both familiar and curious. You 
will find that, rather than constraining creativity, attention to technique will 
nourish it. All levels of writing experience are welcome. Class sessions will 
entail in-class exercises and work between sessions on the development of a 
substantive original composition.  

Studies in Music History: The Concerto 
1:30 p.m. – 3:30 p.m. | Kathryn John | CRN: 42518
This course will examine the world of the instrumental soloist, or soloists, 
performing in competition and cooperation with an orchestra, as well as the 
various roles of the featured soloist as composer, virtuoso, and/or conductor. 
Repertoire to be studied will include concertos and other works for soloist(s) 
plus orchestra, such as rhapsodies, caprices, romances, and fantasies, 
composed by the great composers—Vivaldi, Bach and Handel, Mozart and 
Beethoven, Chopin, Schumann, Mendelssohn, Liszt, Brahms, and 
Tchaikovsky.



America’s Past: Part II of The Three Branches— 
Do They “Form a More Perfect Union”? 
10:15 a.m. – 12:15 p.m. | Juliana Gilheany | CRN: 42519 
Students must have taken Part I in the fall 2020 term in order to take this 
course.

The U.S. Constitution established the American government with separation 
of powers and checks and balances among the three branches in order to 
prevent the accumulation of too much power in any branch. From the 
earliest days of the republic to the present, there has been tension or outright 
conflict among the branches as one or another tries to expand or is forced to 
cede some of its authority. This course explores the history of those 
relationships and the ebbs and flows of power among the three branches of 
government in the 20th and 21st centuries, concluding our study of how the 
American experiment has worked—or not.

Studies in Art History: The “Other” Nineteenth Century
10:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. | Sharon Suchma | CRN: 42520 
In the history of Western art, the 19th century is generally regarded as a 
critical moment of change. It reflects shifts in art teaching; it has subjects 
that show an industrializing world; it ushers in abstraction as a style and 
purpose of art; and it is seen as the pinnacle moment of introducing the 
modern. Generally, a 19th century art class covers all of the major “isms,” 
such as realism or impressionism, as well as the usual, celebrated figures. 
There is another side of this time period that is filled with smaller groups, 
different types of artists, and marginalized or neglected topics, and this class 
will look at that “other” 19th century. Some of the topics will include the 
Nazarenes of Germany, the Pre-Raphaelites of England, Nordic naturalism, 
and the Wanderers of Russia, as well as artists that belong to categories 
ostracized by traditional history. The works studied will focus on  
two-dimensional art and will not include sculpture and architecture.

THURSDAY February 11 to May 6

Topics in History: Great Modern Speeches— 
From Roosevelt to Reagan, From Kennedy to King
10:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. | Jess Velona | CRN: 42521
Why do some speeches make a difference and last forever while others 
backfire or are forgotten? How do great speeches redefine our national 
purpose and change history? This class explores the answers, with audio, 
video, and the written word. Watch reenactments of Lincoln’s timeless 
Gettysburg Address and inaugurals which rededicated our nation to equality; 
listen to Franklin D. Roosevelt’s first inaugural and fireside chat, leading a 
frightened nation to survive the banking crisis, and Churchill steeling 
Britons to meet the Nazi assault. Watch John F. Kennedy call a nation to 
service and tackle numerous crises, and Martin Luther King Jr. call upon the 
nation to uphold its highest ideals. Compare how two great conservatives, 
Barry Goldwater and Ronald Reagan in 1964, explained their shared 
philosophy with vastly differing degrees of success, and then do the same 
with liberals Walter Mondale and Mario Cuomo in 1984. Watch presidents 
from Reagan to Obama tackle the assignment of consoler-in-chief. This 
course will use speeches and supplemental readings to explore turning 
points in modern American history, from civil war to civil rights, from the 
Cuban missile crisis to Watergate. Throughout, unlock the secrets of 
research, ghostwriting, and rhetorical technique that produced some of the 
most moving spoken words in our history.

FRIDAY February 12 to May 7



Babette Babich, Ph.D., Boston College 
After studying biology, Babich turned to philosophy, writing her dissertation 
in Germany and Belgium. A professor of philosophy at Fordham, she has also 
taught in Milwaukee, San Diego, the German city of Tübingen, and 
Washington, D.C. Babich is the author of The Hallelujah Effect: Philosophical 
Reflections on Music, Performance Practice, and Technology; Words in Blood, Like 
Flowers; and Nietzsche’s Philosophy of Science. She is a contributing editor of 
several book collections on continental philosophy of science, aesthetics, 
and critical theory, and serves as executive editor of the journal New 
Nietzsche Studies.

Juliana Gilheany, Ph.D., New York University 
Gilheany has been with College at 60 for more than 15 years. Her areas of 
specialization in American studies include foreign relations, Supreme Court 
cases, women’s history, and the Civil War. She has taught in other colleges of 
Fordham as well as Manhattan College and New York University.

Nina Goss, Ph.D., University of Washington 
In addition to more than 20 years of teaching courses in writing and 
literature, Goss is the editor of Montague Street, a print journal, as well as 
co-editor of and contributor to a book of essays, Dylan at Play, from 
Cambridge Scholars Press. Her most recent publication is a volume of essays 
she has co-edited and contributed to, Tearing the World Apart: Bob Dylan and 
the Twenty-First Century.

Richard Hresko, M.S., NYU; M.A., Fordham University 
Currently an adjunct lecturer at both Fordham University and City University 
of New York, Hresko has been teaching university courses since 1980, 
including classes in economics, statistics, general and organic chemistry, 
and history from antiquity through the 20th century. His academic interests 
throughout his career have ranged from computer modeling of proteins in 
aqueous solutions to why medieval England imported iron, and he is 
currently working on the technology and economics of medieval arms and 
armor. 

Kathryn John, M.A., New York University 
A recipient of Fordham’s prestigious Bene Merenti medal, John teaches music 
history at Fordham University and maintains a private practice of music 
instruction. She has been with College at 60 since 1984. Her degree specialty 
is the works of Ludwig von Beethoven, and she has taught numerous 
classical music courses on opera, symphony, concerto, and great composers.

Byron Shafer, Ph.D., Harvard University
An emeritus associate professor of theology and religious studies at Fordham 
and the pastor emeritus of Rutgers Presbyterian Church in Manhattan, Shafer 
also served for many years as the Protestant host of Religion on the Line, an 
interfaith call-in radio program on WABC. In retirement, he has been a 
visiting professor of Old and New Testaments at United Theological College 
in Bangalore, India, as well as an adjunct professor at Fordham.

Sharon Suchma, Ph.D., City University of New York
An alumna of Fordham’s Medieval Studies program, Suchma earned her 
doctorate on the photography of 1930s America. In addition to teaching at 
Fordham, she has taught courses on modern art and the history of 
photography in a number of colleges, including Pratt, Parsons, the New 
School for Design, Fairleigh Dickinson University, and Brooklyn College. She 
has also done curatorial work for shows that focus on the history of abstract 
art in New York City.

Jess Velona, J.D., Columbia Law School, M.A., New York University
A former law clerk to then-Judge Ruth Bader Ginsburg, Velona has practiced 
law for 30 years, most recently with the Securities and Exchange 
Commission. His current teaching includes a litigation course at Columbia 
Law School, an undergraduate course on African American history at the 
College of Staten Island, and courses in European and American history at 
Fordham, New York University’s School of Professional Studies, and other 
adult education programs. Velona has published on the intersection of law 
and politics, both in legal journals and in a contribution to a recent historical 
volume, Law and Revolution in Seventeenth-Century Ireland. 

PARTICIPATING FACULTY



CONTACT INFORMATION

FORDHAM SCHOOL OF PROFESSIONAL 
AND CONTINUING STUDIES 
College at 60
113 W. 60th St  .  
Room LL 301 
New York  ,  NY 10  023 
(212)  636-  6372 

fordham.edu/collegeat60




