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proposed rules and regulations, identifying problems 
that investors have with financial service providers 
and investment products, and proposing legislative 
or regulatory changes to promote the interests of 
investors. In addition, he has introduced a new 
program which utilizes surveys and other research 
methods to help the Commission understand the 
needs of investors. 
 
Prior to joining the Commission, Mr. Fleming spent 
fifteen years as a state securities regulator, including 
more than a decade as General Counsel for the 
Office of the Kansas Securities Commissioner. He 
represented the state in a broad range of disciplinary 
proceedings against broker-dealers and investment 
advisers, prosecuted criminal cases involving 
securities fraud, and drafted legislation and 
regulations to protect investors. He moved to 
Washington, D.C. in 2011 to become the Deputy 
General Counsel for the North American Securities 
Administrators Association (NASAA), where he 
advocated for investors and represented the 
organization of state securities regulators before 
Congress and federal agencies, including the SEC. 
 
Mr. Fleming was raised in the small town of LeRoy, 
Kansas, graduated summa cum laude from 
Washburn University with a dual major in finance 
and economics, and holds a law degree from Wake 
Forest University. 
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Stephen Fraidin is a partner in Cadwalader’s 
corporate department, and is recognized as one of 
the most highly regarded and honored corporate, 



mergers and acquisitions (M&A), and corporate 
governance lawyers in the world. During his career, 
Steve’s practice has ranged from M&A, representing 
bidders and targets in hostile M&A, private equity, 
corporate governance, proxy contests representing 
targets and investors, hedge fund activism and 
responses, and, recently, all aspects of SPACs.  
 
In each of these areas, he has represented large 
clients in their most consequential matters,  
including Procter & Gamble in its major acquisitions 
and dispositions, Forstmann Little in the creation of 
its private equity funds and on virtually all 
acquisitions and sales, 3G Capital on its major 
acquisitions, Adelphia Communications in dealing 
with a disclosure scandal, Pershing Square in its 
proxy contest for representation on the Board of 
Canadian Pacific, and NRG Energy in turning back a 
hostile bid and related proxy contest from Exelon. 
Recently, he represented Thoma Bravo in its $1 
billion SPAC IPO and Pershing Square Tontine 
Holdings in its groundbreaking $4 billion SPAC IPO, 
for which he was named “Dealmaker of the Year” by 
The American Lawyer..  
 
Steve has authored and co-authored a number of 
articles, including “The Evolution of Private Equity 
and the Change in General Partner Compensation 
Terms in the 1980s” which was published in the 
Fordham Journal of Corporate & Financial Law, Volume 
24, 2019.  
 
Prior to joining Cadwalader, Steve was Vice 
Chairman of Pershing Square Capital Management 
and a senior partner at two major law firms. 
 
Steve received his bachelor’s degree from Tufts 
University and his law degree from Yale Law School.  
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AJ Harris is a third-year law student and serves as 
the Symposium Editor of the Fordham Journal of 
Corporate and Financial Law. AJ earned his bachelor’s 
degree summa cum laude from the University of 
Michigan’s College of Engineering and a master’s 
degree with distinction from the University of 
Michigan’s Ross School of Business. 
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Greg Laufer is a partner in Paul, Weiss’ litigation 
department, where his practice focuses on 
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clients in securities litigation, bankruptcy and 
restructuring matters, employment law, intellectual 
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He also has worked on international arbitrations, 
regulatory matters and internal investigations. 
 
Greg is actively involved in the firm’s special purpose 
acquisition companies (SPAC) practice and thought 
leadership. Over the past year, Greg has provided 
counsel to several SPACs and their sponsors, 
including: Altimar Acquisition Corporation II in its 
combination with Fathom Digital Manufacturing 
Corporation, an industry leader in on-demand digital 
manufacturing services; Altimar Acquisition 
Corporation in its combination with Owl Rock 
Capital Group and the Dyal Capital Partners division 
of Neuberger Berman Group LLC to form Blue Owl 
Capital Inc. creating a stand-alone firm with over 
$45 billion in combined assets under management; 
and Trine Acquisition Corp. in its combination with 
Desktop Metal Inc., an industry leader in mass 
production and turnkey additive manufacturing 
solutions, offering the fastest metal 3D printing 
technology in the market.  
 
Greg earned his bachelor’s degree from Georgetown 
University, his master’s degree from l’Institut 
d’Études Politiques de Paris, and his law degree from 
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a law clerk for Judge D. Michael Fisher of the United 
States Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit and 
former Chief Judge Curtis V. Gómez of the United 
States District Court of the Virgin Islands. 
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governance litigation practice, focusing on the 
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institutional investor clients, he fights to hold 
management accountable, pursuing meaningful and 
novel challenges to alleged corporate governance-
related misconduct and anti-shareholder practices. 
A seasoned litigator, Mark also prosecutes securities 
fraud class actions and has been a senior or lead 
member of the trial teams on some of the most high-
profile securities fraud class actions and corporate 
governance litigations in history. His cases regularly 
result in key legal precedents while helping recoup 
billions of dollars for investors and improving 
corporate governance practices. 
 
Mark is leading numerous of the firm’s cases 
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including claims in Delaware’s Court of Chancery, 
such as In re MultiPlan Stockholders’ Litigation, a 
number of cases alleging violations of the 
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solicitations, as well as a series of novel federal 
actions involving alleged violations of the Investment 
Company Act by a number of SPACs. 
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was recognized as the top matter in the “Driving 
Value” category in the Financial Times’ 2017 
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subsequent IPOs. 
 
Gregg was recognized in 2021 as one of The 
American Lawyer’s inaugural Trailblazers of the 

West, which honors leading attorneys who have 
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the Daily Journal recognized him as one of the Top 
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Affairs, where she advised Ranking Member Richard 
Shelby and other members of the Committee on 
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counsel to SEC Commissioner Paul S. Atkins. She 
also worked as a Staff Attorney in the SEC’s Division 
of Investment Management. Commissioner Peirce 
was an associate at Wilmer, Cutler & Pickering (now 
WilmerHale) and clerked for Judge Roger Andewelt 
on the Court of Federal Claims. 
 
Commissioner Peirce earned her bachelor’s degree 
in Economics from Case Western Reserve University 
and her JD from Yale Law School. 
 
 
Usha R. Rodrigues 
Professor of Law 
University of Georgia School of Law 
 
Usha R. Rodrigues is a University Professor and the 
M.E. Kilpatrick Chair of Corporate Finance and 
Securities Law at the University of Georgia School of 
Law.  



 
Professor Rodrigues joined the University of Georgia 
(UGA) School of Law's faculty in the fall of 2005 and 
was named the holder of the M.E. Kilpatrick Chair of 
Corporate Finance and Securities Law in 2014. She 
was awarded the title of University Professor in 
2019, an honor earned by a single UGA faculty 
member each year and reserved for professors who 
had served as "change agents" at UGA. Since 2014, 
she has served as the University Council's 
parliamentarian and, from 2015 to 2018, she served 
as the school's associate dean for faculty 
development. Additionally, she holds a courtesy 
appointment in UGA's Terry College of Business. 
 
Prior to joining the faculty at UGA, Professor 
Rodrigues was a corporate associate with Wilson 
Sonsini Goodrich & Rosati in Reston, Va., where she 
specialized in corporate law and technology 
transactions. She also served as a judicial law clerk 
to Judge Thomas L. Ambro of the U.S. Court of 
Appeals for the Third Circuit. 
 
Professor Rodrigues remains active in the legal 
profession. She has served as an expert in both 
litigation and transactional matters, testified before 
the House Financial Services Committee, and has 
been quoted in the New York Times, the Financial 
Times, the Wall Street Journal and other publications. 
 
Her scholarly work has appeared in the Virginia, 
Illinois, Iowa, Minnesota, Fordham, Emory, Florida, and 
Washington and Lee law reviews, among others. She 
has also published in online fora of the Vanderbilt, 
UCLA, Texas and Harvard Business law reviews and in 
the peer-reviewed Journal of Corporate Finance. She 
has served as the chair of the Executive Committee 
of the Association of American Law Schools 
Business Associations Section and as the president 
of the Law and Entrepreneurship Association. She 
was elected to the American Law Institute in 2016. 
 
Professor Rodrigues earned her bachelor's degree 
summa cum laude from Georgetown University, her 
master's degree in comparative literature summa 
cum laude from the University of Wisconsin and her 
Juris Doctor from the University of Virginia, where 
she served as editor-in-chief of the Virginia Law 
Review and was inducted into the Order of the Coif. 
 
 
 

Mike Stegemoller 
Professor of Finance 
Baylor University Hankamer School of Business 
 
Mike Stegemoller is the Harriette L. and Walter G. 
Lacy, Jr., Chair of Banking and Finance at Baylor 
University. 
 
Professor Stegemoller joined the faculty at Baylor 
University in the fall of 2010 and was named the 
holder of the Harriette L. and Walter G. Lacy, Jr., 
Chair of Banking and Finance in 2017. From 2013 to 
2019, he served as chair for the Department of 
Finance, Insurance, and Real Estate. He is also an 
Affiliated Faculty member of Baylor’s Great Texts 
Department. Professor Stegemoller is also active in 
community banking. He is a board member of Texas 
Heritage Bank and Southwestern Bancorp. 
 
His scholarly work has appeared in the Journal of 
Finance, Journal of Financial Economics, Review of 
Financial Studies, Review of Finance, Journal of 
Corporate Finance, Financial Management, and the 
Virginia and Wake Forest law reviews. He served as 
an Associate Editor for the Journal of Corporate 
Finance and the Journal of Financial Research. 
 
Professor Stegemoller earned his bachelor's degree 
from Abilene Christian University, his master's of 
business administration from Baylor and his Ph. D. in 
finance from the University of Georgia. 
 
 
Verity Winship 
Professor of Law 
University of Illinois College of Law 
 
Verity Winship is the Associate Dean for Academic 
Affairs and a Professor of Law at the University of 
Illinois College of Law. Her academic interests are in 
the area of business law and complex litigation, and 
her research focuses on corporate litigation, 
securities enforcement, and disputes that cross legal 
systems. Professor Winship’s articles have appeared 
in the Vanderbilt Law Review, Boston University Law 
Review, the Delaware Journal of Corporate Law, and 
the Stanford Journal of Complex Litigation. She is 
former chair of the Association of American Law 
Schools (AALS) securities regulation section (2016-
2017) and is on the executive committee of the 
AALS civil procedure section. She is a regular radio 
commentator for “Legal Issues in the News,” on 



WILL-AM-FM Illinois Public Radio. 
 
Professor Winship is an honors graduate of Harvard 
College and Harvard Law School, where she served 
as an executive editor of the Harvard Law Review. 
After graduating, she clerked for Judge Lewis A. 
Kaplan, United States District Court for the Southern 
District of New York, and then for Judge Marjorie O. 
Rendell, United States Court of Appeals for the Third 
Circuit. She also practiced law with WilmerHale in 
New York City in the area of securities enforcement 
and litigation. 
 
Professor Winship began her academic career as a 
visiting assistant professor at Fordham and Cardozo 
law schools. She joined the University of Illinois 
College of Law faculty in the fall of 2010.  
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