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                        February, 2015 

Dear ILEC VII Sponsor: 
 

We write to seek your sponsorship of an exciting conference reflecting the increasingly international 

nature of law practice and the vibrancy of current investigation and analysis of legal profession, ethics, 

and professional regulation trends worldwide: International Legal Ethics Conference VII (ILEC VII) 

entitled The Ethics & Regulation of Lawyers Worldwide: Comparative and Interdisciplinary 

Perspectives.  It will take place on July 14-16, 2016 at Fordham University School of Law in NYC. ILEC 

conferences and associated International Association of Legal Ethics seek to promote teaching, research, 

training, and policy initiatives focused on legal ethics and legal profession studies, with a special 

emphasis on international perspectives.  
 

In the eleven years since a first ILEC conference took place in the United Kingdom, attendance has 

broadened from the common law world to an increasing number of participants from civil law countries, 

developing countries, and generally around the world.  New legal ethics and professional regulation 

courses and curricula are being developed rapidly in Asia, Africa, South America, Continental Europe, 

and countries formerly within the Soviet sphere.  People within those countries, as well as in international 

organizations and common law countries, are all looking more critically at legal profession structures and 

engaging in comparative legal ethics and legal profession studies.    
 

Multiple concerns spur these efforts: preparing lawyers and judges to function effectively in the 

international commercial world; reducing corruption, inefficiency and lack of access to justice; support 

for rule of law and the integrity of legal systems; tracking rapid change in legal systems and regulation; 

and desire to promote pro bono and public service ethic in current and future lawyers.  Technology and 

increased availability of information about legal ethics and regulation of legal professions promotes 

greater cross-border awareness and consideration of developments elsewhere, but in-person gatherings 

vitally contribute to exchanging ideas and promoting collaboration.  For example, significant changes 

regarding rules for ownership of law firms and mechanisms for quality control of legal services in 

Australia and the UK generated much interest at the ILEC VI conference held in London in 2014.   
 

Each ILEC has seen increasing participation, and attendance at ILEC VI reached approximately 300 

registrants.  Many attendees from developing countries and emerging market economies, however, cannot 

afford to attend the conference without at least a registration waiver. Many will also need travel funding.  

ILEC has provided growing numbers of registration waivers but has limited sources of funds.  For ILEC 

VII, a broad planning committee wants to encourage even more international attendance by providing 

grants to defer partially the cost of airfare to and lodging in New York City.  This would allow more 

people to come whose attendance could contribute to education and policy initiatives in their home 

countries as well as broadening the perspective of those attending the conference. 
 

We hope you or others in your law firm or legal services organization will attend ILEC VII. We also very 

much hope you will consider sponsoring this important event as well, to support the vital need for 

international discussion of the rapid changes and exciting cross-border collaborations taking place in our 

dynamic profession.  You can find out more about the various sponsorship opportunities here.  
 

Sincerely, 

 

Bruce Green, Director  
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