
History 5915, Latinos/as and U.S. History     Tuesday, 4:45-7:15 p.m., Dealy Hall 107  
Dr. Sal Acosta                    
Office: Dealy Hall 626, Rose Hill Campus  
Office Hours: Tuesday12:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m., Friday 1:00-2:00 p.m., and by appointment  
Email: fordhamsal@gmail.com (from any email) or sacosta3@fordham.edu (only from your Fordham email)  
        
Course Description 
This course will introduce students to the history and historiography of Latinos and Latinas in the United States. 
In 2000 Latinos became the largest minority group in the United States (12.5%), surpassing African Americans 
(12.3%). By 2010, the Latino population reached 50.5 million, representing 16% of all residents (roughly one of 
every six). Their role as historical agents in the US continues to receive increasing attention from historians of 
the American experience. By reading both works by well-established scholars and recent historiography, we 
will explore topics such as their role in the development of the US as a nation, intercultural conflict in frontier 
communities, and how ethnicity, gender and class interact to define the position of Latinos in American society. 
Most importantly, we will reflect on the development of the Latino/a identity over the last two centuries. To 
what extent, for instance, have Latinos formed an identity based on the following factors: their role as an 
underclass in American society, their seemingly everlasting depiction as immigrants, their socio-racial 
characterization as outsiders, their efforts to fit in, and, just as pivotal, their attempts to assert their identity as 
reactions to those stigmas.    
 
Objectives 
Our course seeks not only to provide a foundation on Latino/a historiography, but also to work on the 
production of quality writing. We will pursue the first objective by absorbing the epistemology (what we know) 
and analyzing the ontology (how we know). To the achieve the second goal, we will concentrate on (1) 
adequately understanding what historians tell us about their topics and (2) ensuring that we communicate those 
ideas clearly through our own writing.   
  
Accommodations  
I will make the necessary accommodations for students with disabilities. Please, contact me as soon as possible. 
 
Requirements: All assignments will be based on the class readings and will follow instructions that include 
sample outlines. You will decide, except for the historiographical essay, when to turn in your papers by signing 
up for a specific week. 
 
Book Review 1  10% Similar to those appearing in academic journals, 2-3 pages. 
Topical Essay 1  15% Following a single topic from the readings for one week, 4-5 pages.  
Topical Essay 2  15% Following a single topic from the readings for one week, 4-5 pages.  
Historiographical Essay 35% Following a single topic through 4-6 books, 8-10 pages. 
Participation   25% Active participation associated with a small-group environment, especially  

on the days you submit your topical essays. 
 
Grade Assignment 
A  93-100%  B   83-86%  C  73-76%  F  0- 59% 
A- 90-92% B-  80-82%  C-  70-72% 
B+  87-89%  C+  77-79%  D  60-69% 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 

Date Readings ISBN  
Assignments and Sign up: 

 TE: Topical paper BR: Book review 

1/17 Tomás Rivera, Y no se lo tragó la tierra 155885083X What does the fiction of Tomás Rivera tell us 
about history? 

1/24 Richard Rodríguez, Hunger of Memory 0553382519 Be prepared to discuss the book you chose. 

 Ernesto Quiñonez, Bodega Dreams 0375705899  

 Gustavo Pérez, Next Year in Cuba 1558854614  

1/31 
John M. Nieto-Phillips, The Language of 
Blood 

082632424X  

2/7 
Patrick Ettinger, Imaginary Lines, 1880-1930 0292725787 BR exercise: bring a portion of the review 

for group work (instructions to follow).  

2/14 
Camille Guerín-Gonzales, Mexican Workers 
and the American Dream 

0813520487 TE exercise: bring a portion of the paper 
for group work (instructions to follow). 

2/21 No class   

2/28 
Catherine S. Ramírez, The Women in the 
Zoot 

0822343037 TE (two max.): 
BR (two max.): 

3/6 
Lorena Oropeza, Raza Sí, Guerra No 0520241959 TE (two max.): 

BR (two max.): 

3/13 No class   

3/20 
Adrian Burgos, Playing America's Game 0520251431 TE (two max.): 

BR (two max.): 

3/27 
Clara Rodríguez, Heroes, Lovers, and Others 0195335139 TE (two max.): 

BR (two max.): 

4/3 
Virginia E. Sánchez Korrol, From Colonia to 
Community 

0520079000 TE (two max.): 
BR (two max.): 

4/10 
Gina Pérez, The Near Northwest Side Story 0520233689 TE (two max.): 

BR (two max.): 

4/17 
Jesse Hoffnung-Garskof, A Tale of Two 
Cities: Santo Domingo and NY 

0691149364 TE (two max.): 
BR (two max.): 

4/24 
María Cristina García, Havana U.S.A 0520211170 TE (two max.): 

BR (two max.): 

5/1 
Cecilia Menjívar, Fragmented Ties 0520222113 TE (two max.): 

BR (two max.): 

5/8 
Hannah Gill, The Latino Migration 
Experience in North Carolina  

080787163X Discussion of historiographical essays 

!


