
HSGA 6155: The  Medieval Town     DRAFT 
Fordham University: Fall Term 2011, Dr Maryanne Kowaleski: kowaleski@fordham.edu 
 
Office Hours in FMH 405A, (718) 817-4655 

Mondays, 10:30 to 11:30 a.m. and Wednesdays, 10:00 to noon, and by appointment 
 
Sept. 7:  (Wednesday) INTRODUCTION: DEFINING THE ‘TOWN’ 
 
Sept. 12:  DEBATE ON THE ORIGINS AND REVIVAL OF TOWNS 
 Report: Towns in Late Antiquity 
 
Sept. 19: THE ITALIAN CITY-REPUBLICS 
 Report: the Signori of ‘Renaissance’ Italy 
 
Sept. 26:  COMMUNES AND THE RULING ELITE IN NORTHERN TOWNS  

Report: Feud, Vendetta, Factionalism and Magnates 
Report: Revisionist Views of Craft Guilds  
 

Oct. 3:  GUILDS, CRAFTS, AND THE LABORING CLASSES 
 Report: Towns and the Spanish Frontier  
 
Oct. 10: No class. Columbus Day. 
 
Oct. 17: THE MARGINS OF URBAN SOCIETY  
 Report: Urban Demography I: Plague, Famine, Disease, and Mortality in Towns 
 
Oct. 24: SOCIAL CONFLICT IN MEDIEVAL TOWNS 
 Report: Universities and Town/Gown Conflicts 
 
Oct. 31: DEBATE ON THE URBAN CRISIS IN LATE MEDIEVAL ENGLAND 
 Report: The Towns of the German Hansa 
 
Nov. 7: CONSUMPTION, CULTURE AND CREDIT IN MEDIEVAL TOWNS 
 Report: Urban Diet: What Did They Eat? 
 
Nov. 14: THE URBAN ENVIRONMENT AND MATERIAL CULTURE 
 Report: Urban Housing and Domestic Space 
 
Nov. 21: WOMEN AND FAMILY 
 Report: Urban Demography II: The Household and its Members 
 
Nov.28: MANAGING THE MEDIEVAL TOWN: REVENUES AND EXPENDITURE   
 Report: Warfare and the Medieval Town 
 Report: The Administration of Justice in Medieval Towns 
 
Dec. 5: RELIGION AND THE CHURCH IN MEDIEVAL TOWNS 
 Report:  Charity, Almshouses, and Urban Hospitals 
 
Dec. 12: CIVIC RITUAL AND PUBLIC CEREMONY 
 Report: Urban Entertainments 
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Dec. 19: Review 
   
 
COURSE AIMS: 
• To examine, in comparative perspective, the major themes and debates surrounding medieval 

towns 
• To explore the different methodologies and disciplines employed by historians to study these 

themes and debates 
• To develop analytic skills by summing up the historical literature on a particular debate or theme 

in an oral report, annotated bibliography, and historiographical essay 
 
GRADING: 
Discussion   35% 
Report and Bibliography 25% 
Essay    40% 
 
TEXTS: (all are available on reserve at Walsh Library) 
A separate reading list will be handed out each week.  In some weeks we will read the books noted 
below and in others you will be asked to read a variety of articles and book chapters that have been 
placed on reserve at Walsh Library.   
Required: 
• Richard Hodges. Towns and Trade in the Age of Charlemagne. Duckworth, 2000. 
• Martha Howell. Commerce before Capitalism in Europe, 1300-1600. Cambridge UP, 2010. 
• Maryanne Kowaleski, ed. Medieval Towns: A Reader. Univ of Toronto Press, 2006. 
• Daniel Waley. The Italian City-Republics. Longman Pearson, 4th edn., 2010.  
Recommended: (the following titles are out of print and expensive, but they are the most detailed 
guides to medieval urban history, and highly recommended for all who intend to do research in the 
field) 
• David Nicholas. The Growth of the Medieval City: From Late Antiquity to the Early Fourteenth Century. 

Longman, 1997 [much also on E-RES and in CMS Library] 
• David Nicholas. The Later Medieval City 1300-1500. Longman, 1997 [much also on E-RES] 
 
DISCUSSION:  Students are expected to attend all classes; if you are ill and cannot attend, please 
email or call the instructor in advance (718-817-4655).  Students are expected to read all assigned 
works and to come to class prepared to discuss the works’ main findings, their place in the 
historiography of the issue under discussion, the authors’ use of primary sources, and the specific 
strengths and weaknesses of the book or articles assigned for that class.   
 
ORAL REPORT AND ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY: Each student will deliver, during an 
appropriate class meeting, an oral report of 15-20 minutes in length.  These reports cover important 
subjects that will not be touched upon in any depth in the assigned readings.  Therefore, reports 
should be well-organized, offer concrete and relevant information on the assigned topic, and focus 
in particular on the views and approaches of various historians on the issue.  In some instances, 
students may want to supplement the report with a handout containing maps, tables, a glossary, or 
other relevant material.  At the beginning of class of the day of the report, the student will give 
everyone a copy of an Annotated Bibliography that lists the most important works relating to the 
topic.  A special effort should be made to include both the seminal or standard works in the field, as 
well as more recent books and articles on the topic.  Bibliographies should contain 15 (no more, no 
less) entries.  Annotations for each entry should summarize briefly (in 4-7 sentences) the 
contribution of the work to the topic, as well as the particular viewpoint or approach of the author.   



 
ESSAY: An historiographical essay (typed, double-spaced) of 20 pages in length (excluding 
Bibliography) is due on Wednesday, December 14, by 4:00 p.m.  Footnotes should be single spaced, 
in a smaller font than the body of the text, and placed at the bottom of the page rather than at the 
end of the essay.  Please follow proper bibliographic form, as laid out in The Chicago Manual of Style 
(copies available online, in the History Department, the CMS Library, and Walsh Reference Room).  
Students should see the instructor no later than Monday, Oct. 24 regarding their choice of a paper 
topic.  On Wednesday, November 9, by 4:00 p.m., a Work-in-Progress is due which should contain: (1) 
a 500-750 word summary of the issue to be examined which also articulates why the topic is 
important; (2) a one- to two-page outline (as detailed as possible) of the paper's organization 
(following proper outline form as set out in The Chicago Manual of Style); (3) a list of the bibliographies 
examined (including the URLS of online bibliographies, along with a list of search terms used); (4) a 
comprehensive bibliography of relevant secondary works (with an indication of the works you have 
already examined); (5) 7-10 annotated entries of works you will include in the essay (each annotation 
should point to the work's contribution to the debate or issue, comment on the sources and 
methodology employed, and contain about 4-8 sentences); and (6) a two-page discussion of the 
primary sources scholars have used to investigate the issue.  This final section should focus on three 
particular sources (or genres such as wills, chronicles, account rolls, records of a particular court) and 
should contain a description of the sources, the types of information available there, and a 
discussion of how historians have exploited these sources for information on the topic you are 
treating. Note that all works cited in the Work-in-Progress should have complete bibliographic 
information: author/editor; title of article or book chapter, or title of book or journal; place of 
publication if a book, volume no. if a journal; date of publication; pages of article or book chapter. 
 


