
The Fordham University Center for Ethics Education

The Fordham University Center for Ethics Education was established in 1999 to contribute to Fordham’s 
commitment to cultivating lifelong habits of critical thinking, moral reflection, and articulate expression. 
Drawing upon the Jesuit traditions of sapientia et doctrina (wisdom and learning), and homines pro aliis  
(men and women for others) and the rich cultural diversity of New York City, the center sponsors activities 
that provide students, faculty, professionals, and the public with knowledge and skills to study and shape  
a just society that nurtures the full flourishing of all members of the human family.

In this era of increased need for ethical discourse, the center’s activities draw upon theological, 
philosophical, scientific, and other areas of inquiry to foster interdisciplinary dialogue and scholarship 
on moral values and ethical issues of contemporary social import. The center embodies the University’s 
commitment to intellectual excellence by offering educational and research opportunities and public 
programming enriched through moral values, religious concerns, scientific and scholarly study, and  
active engagement in creating a caring and just world.

Master of Arts in Ethics and Society 
The Master of Arts in Ethics and Society, administered by the Center for Ethics Education at Fordham 
University, provides students with a cross-disciplinary foundation in the application of moral and 
ethical theory to social issues. Guided by our noted multidisciplinary faculty, students explore ethical 
understandings from a wide range of academic disciplines and engage in finding solutions to society’s  
most pressing ethical issues. The program provides students with:

• Solid grounding in frameworks in philosophy, moral theology, social justice, and bioethics;

•  Multidisciplinary education tailored to individual interests, with electives in law, health and sciences, 
and business;

•  Experiences with practical applications and ethical decision-making (including practicum experiences 
throughout New York City); and

•  Preparation for employment and career advancement in professional and nonprofit sectors that focus 
on serving the public good, as well as advanced study in doctoral and professional degree programs.

For more information, contact Celia B. Fisher, Ph.D., Director, Center for Ethics Education, Marie Ward Doty 
Endowed Chair, and Professor of Psychology, Fordham University, Dealy Hall, Room 226, Bronx, NY 10458.  
Phone: 718-817-3793; E-mail: fisher@fordham.edu
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Jamienne Studley, J.D.
Jamienne Studley has been the acting under secretary of education since December 28, 2013. 
Studley previously served as deputy and acting general counsel of the Department in the Clinton 
Administration from 1993 to 1999. During that time, she had responsibility for implementing 
the negotiated rulemaking process, led the negotiated rulemaking on financial responsibility, 
and served on the White House Regulatory Reinvention Group. In March 2010, Secretary 
Duncan appointed her to the National Advisory Committee on Institutional Quality and Integrity 
(NACIQI), which she chaired in 2012-2013. 

Earlier Studley was president and CEO of Public Advocates Inc., a San Francisco-based civil rights 
advocacy group; president of Skidmore College; associate dean and lecturer in Law at Yale Law 
School; executive director of the National Association for Law Placement; and special assistant 
to HEW Secretary Patricia Roberts Harris in the Carter Administration. She has served as board 
member and treasurer of the American Association of Colleges and Universities; vice chair of  
The Annapolis Group; on the policy committees of the National Association of Independent 
Colleges and Universities, Campus Compact, and the New York State Council of Independent 
Colleges and Universities; and as member and chair of the San Francisco Ethics Commission. 

Jill Tiefenthaler, Ph.D.
Jill Tiefenthaler became Colorado College’s 13th president on July 1, 2011. During her first year, 
she began the extensive process that has led to the strategic plan titled “The Colorado College 
Plan: Building on the Block.” 

In year two, Tiefenthaler worked with the community and board of trustees to finalize a strategic 
plan that focuses primarily on supporting engaged teaching and learning, strengthening the 
college’s definition and profile as a distinctive place of learning, and extending the international 
reach of the college. 

Tiefenthaler is a leading scholar in the field of the economics of higher education. Her essay on 
the shifting economic and financial models for liberal arts colleges appears in Remaking College: 
Innovation and the Liberal Arts, and she has offered her expertise on this issue in presentations 
across the country, including for the Institute for College Futures. As professor of economics at 
the college, she regularly teaches a block class on the economics of higher education.

She served on the faculty of Colgate University, where she was also department chair, associate 
dean of the faculty, and senior adviser to the president. Before becoming president of Colorado 
College, she served as provost and professor of economics at Wake Forest University.

Richard Vedder, Ph.D.
Richard Vedder is Distinguished Professor of Economics at Ohio University, director of the Center 
for College Affordability and Productivity and an adjunct scholar at the American Enterprise 
Institute.  Vedder has written widely on American economic history, authoring such books as Out 
of Work: Unemployment and Government in Twentieth-Century America and The American Economy 
in Historical Perspective. He served as a member of Secretary Margaret Spelling’s Commission 
of the Future of Higher Education, and is the author of Going Broke by Degree: Why College Costs 
Too Much. Vedder is also the author of numerous scholarly papers for journals in economics and 
public policy, as well as shorter pieces for the popular press, including The Wall Street Journal,  
The Washington Post, Christian Science Monitor, The American Enterprise, CATO Journal, and Forbes. 
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