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Brandon – You are conducting a longitudinal research study of long-term, hard-core heroin injectors. A 
subject you have interviewed three previous times comes to your field site for his fourth interview. He is 
visibly agitated and appears to be in withdrawal. He requests that you pay him in advance, and promises 
to return in a few minutes for the interview. How do you handle his request? What are the ethical 
considerations related to his capacity to consent to the interview? 
 
Brenda – You are conducting an internet-based survey of young adults who are at risk for HIV and other 
sexually transmitted infections. Your methodology allows for youth to access the study through multiple 
internet-based sources (e.g., directly linking through websites, Facebook, etc.), and for you to contact 
them for a follow-up interview via email, Facebook or similar methods. You have pledged confidentiality 
to all of your participants, but you notice that several participants have submitted data from the same 
computer (identified via ip address), and that several others appear to be linking to the study through 
the same Facebook account. How will you handle your follow-up interview requests, and what ethical 
considerations do you need to consider in formulating your follow-up protocol? 
 
Charmaine – You are conducting a study of LGBTQ youth, focusing on their early sexual contact with 
same sex partners and how it relates to the development of sexual identity. Your research design calls 
for a fairly lengthy mixed methods interview, focusing on family history and current social and familial 
experiences as they relate to sexual behavior. Your potential pool of participants ranges from youth still 
in high school to youth fully engaged in the street economy. How will you handle issues of consent for 
younger participants? 
 
Kristen – You are beginning a research study with a fairly large network of MSM in San Francisco, some 
of whom are HIV+, some of whom are HIV-, and some of whom do not know their HIV status. Many of 
these MSM have participated in other research projects through your University, some of which have 
been conducted by your colleagues. One HIV+ participant tells you that he contracted HIV from another 
participant in a previous research study, and that he believes the investigator knew that his sex partner 
was HIV+. He considered filing an IRB complaint at the time but ultimately decided against it. He has 
asked you how you will handle similar situations in your study. How do you respond, and what ethical 
considerations will you use to guide your response?  
 
Shira – You have been following a cohort of sex workers for nearly a year. One group of your 
participants regularly works in a local park, and they often work together to maintain safety. For the last 
month or so, you have been unable to locate one of your participants. What factors would you consider 
in approaching other members of her social (sex worker) network to help locate her? 
 



Thomas – You are conducting a study focusing on the initiation of opiates, including prescription drugs 
and/or heroin. In order to collect data as close to first use of these drugs as possible, you are proposing 
to collect data from minors. NIH defines “children” as under 21, and most states define children as 
under 18. Discuss how you will balance issues of parental consent with the needs of your research 
project. How young will you go and how will you justify it? 
 
Tania – You are conducting a study of prescription opiate use among rural youth in the Appalachia 
region of Ohio. The first phase of your study involves ethnographic data collection in venues in which 
these youth congregate, and you are planning to hire an ethnographer who is from the community 
What ethical risks do you think may arise related to the familiarity between your ethnographer and the 
research participants, and what protocols will you establish to minimize these risks? 


