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Disclaimer: This call for abstracts will not engage Fordham University, the IIHA, or             
any other partner in any way towards the authors of the abstracts, who will remain               
the unique owners of their work until an official proposal is received by a publishing               
entity. Abstracts should be submitted to the Humanitarian Blockchain Summit with           
the understanding that they may be shared with Summit participants and partners            
through online and in person means of dissemination, under a Creative Commons            
Open license (CC-BY-NC-ND). Acceptance of an abstract by the promoting          
organizations does  not  necessarily imply endorsement or engagement. 
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Context 
 

A Blockchain for Humanity Initiative 
The Blockchain for Humanity Initiative by the Institute of International Humanitarian Affairs at             
Fordham University and its partners will gather experts from corporate, nonprofit, and public             
sectors to research the adoption, implementation, and scaling of blockchain technology for            
humanitarian action by community-based NGOs, foundations, corporate social responsibility         
departments, and international organizations. The initiative aims to inspire constructive and           
dynamic discussions about the real potential of blockchain to revolutionize a number of sectors in               
the humanitarian field including governance, finance, identity, education and logistics. The           
initiative will apply a critical academic approach in the interest of moving past the mere hype                
surrounding blockchain technology and building a deeper understanding, trust, interest, and           
knowledge of the effective potential for blockchain to create solutions to current humanitarian             
challenges.  

The Humanitarian Blockchain Summit  in  a nutshell 
The Humanitarian Blockchain Summit will bring together technology and humanitarian experts to            
discuss the present state (as well as the future) of the humanitarian application of blockchain               
technology. To facilitate a constructive discussion concerning this still emerging technology, the            
Summit will encourage professionals who have experience implementing blockchain         
humanitarian initiatives in or past the proof of concept/pilot stage to participate in the discussion.               
This will be an important feature of the IIHA Blockchain for Humanity initiative, which will               
focus on concrete pilot projects as a means to understanding the real potential of blockchain               
solutions in the humanitarian sector. 

 

Components  
Pre-Summit:  Humanitarian  Blockchain at the UN 
In partnership with the UN CITO, the day before the Summit all invited organizations will be                
allowed to showcase their projects in the UN Headquarters. In addition, the Digital Blue Helmets,               
together with experts from the UN CITO, will run a series of informational workshops that will not                 
only educate those attending the exhibition on the fundamentals of blockchain technology, but             
will also help attendees to develop their own ideas for the application of blockchain in the                
humanitarian field. 

The Summit 

The Summit will invite select experts to serve as speakers, moderators and panelists. Adequate              
knowledge is required among all participants, to ensure the quality and productivity of the              
debate. For this reason, the Summit will prioritize quality over quantity by adopting an              
invitation-based approach. Plenaries will be reserved for special announcements and keynote           
speakers, and will serve to represent the opening and closing moments of the Summit. Attendance               
to the plenaries is open to the general public with respect to the limits imposed by the venue. The                   
rest of the day will be composed of breakout sessions throughout the morning and thematic               
workshops in the afternoon for select experts. Priority will be given to those organizations that               
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have 

proven experience in implementing blockchain-based humanitarian projects in or past the proof            
of concept/pilot stage when selecting leads for the breakout sessions. Whenever allowed by the              
breakout session leads, working sessions may be opened to members of the public (who have               
already registered for the Summit) as non-participatory audience members. 

The event will discuss policy-making and tech development with a focus on practical             
implementation through the analysis of current blockchain pilot projects. Moreover, the Summit            
will aim to explore the ways in which different sectors can benefit from the implementation of                
blockchain technology as well as the challenges adopting these solutions may present. The             
summit will involve presentations from experts from the private sector as well as humanitarian              
leads from NGO’s, INGO’s, and IIOO’s . Presentations will incorporate soundboarding and            
co-creation exercises aimed at analyzing and learning from existing practices and building            
stronger tools for the future.  Presentations will be open to the public unless otherwise specified.  

Post-Summit: Humanitarian  Blockchain Accelerator Program 
Research papers nominated by a special committee upon a public call will be presented during               
the Summit, in relevant thematic workshops. To be featured, papers must identify solutions to              
humanitarian-specific contexts based on the application of open source blockchain technology.           
Through an online platform, users worldwide will be able to submit their own original work and                
contribute to the humanitarian blockchain papers presented.  

Specific topics for the competition will be announced soon, and could include data responsibility              
and protection, identities management in the context of crises, systems for the transaction of              
micro contracts without a financial component, among others. Before and during the Summit, a              
selection of experts will have the opportunity to evaluate the nominated papers and identify the               
winners.  

During the thematic workshops, authors will discuss their papers with experts who have prior              
experience working in a field relevant to the author’s focus of study. Following the Summit,               
selected authors will have the opportunity to work in cooperation with humanitarian and             
technology experts to explore concrete applications of their paper proposals. Potential           
implementation partners currently being explored are located in New York, The Hague, and             
Groningen. 

Timeframe 
 
1 November 2017 – Deadline for submitting abstracts 

10 November 2017 – Humanitarian Blockchain Summit  

30 November 2017 - Deadline for submitting papers 

Spring 2018 – Workshop on winning papers and publication  

Call for Abstracts 
Blockchain has proven to be a transformative technology not only through crypto-currency, but             
also in the field of smart contracts. Many features of Blockchain technology – decentralized and               
trustless ledgers recording transactions across a peer-to-peer network, for example – create the             
potential to remove corruption by providing transparency as well as accountability. This could             
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impact not only the financial sector but also other fields such as supply chain management, digital                
identity, smart contracts, and many more. In terms of humanitarian action, Blockchain technology             
can be used to distribute and trace aid funding, provide and manage IDs in refugee camps, create                 
trustworthy land registries, and so much more. Nonetheless, despite these advantages, the            
technology also presents a number of challenges such as that of privacy protection.  

 

The Calls 
Abstracts of no more than 500 words are accepted through the following separate calls, until the                
common deadline (November 1st): 

● Blockchain for SDGs; 
● Building a Blockchain for Humanity 

Blockchain experts and practitioners will engage with the research papers and the existing open              
source components adopted by humanitarians, and collaborate to develop alternative solutions           
inspired by these theories. The extent and modality of this component will depend on the needs of                 
partners, and the available resources. 

Blockchain for SDGs 
 

The Blockchain4SDGs interdisciplinary workshop will bring together experts in the fields of            
development and humanitarianism and experts on Blockchain technology. Together, participants          
will explore the possibilities as well as the implications and limitations of the Blockchain in the                
field of development and humanitarian action. Moreover, they will discuss how the technology             
can be used to address the UN Sustainable Development Goals. Based on this workshop, we will                
invite the most promising papers to be submitted to the Journal of International Humanitarian              
Action for its thematic section “Humanitarian Technology and Innovation”. A follow-up workshop            
on Blockchain4SDGs in Leeuwarden, the Netherlands, in December 2017 will provide another            
platform for engagement and co-creation. 

 

Building  a Blockchain for  Humanity 
 

This call is made in the interest of promoting a high-quality and constructive debate on a set of                  
issues that, despite being essential to the effective practice of humanitarian action, are often              
overlooked by companies and startups. A selection of papers will be published in a special edition                
of the Journal of Technology in Human Services. Papers are accepted on the following topics               
(subcategories are to be considered as sample perspectives and are neither mandatory nor             
exhaustive): 
 
Data Responsibility  and  Protection 

● Who is accountable for the protection, maintenance and security of the server            
and data in a distributed  ledger  system? 

● How can users know when and how their data is being accessed or used by               
other parties? 

● Can consent be withdrawn? How does this impact the data already stored on a              
distributed public  network? 

● Under what applicable legal and regulatory framework does the technology          
fall?  
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● How can anonymity for crisis-affected populations be ensured in the          
blockchain system? 

 
Technology and Strategy 

● How do you incentivize the mining and validation of non-financial information           
blocks for  users? 

● Can you bundle or auction hashes to include a mix of financial/non-financial            
component? 

● Which platform and architecture is the most appropriate for humanitarian          
applications? 

● What obstacles must be overcome to build a stable and effective blockchain            
architecture?  

● How can we ensure supply chain tracking in lack of connectivity and low-tech             
settings? 

● How could distributed or cryptosystems be applicable to accelerate         
procurement in a  rapid onset  crisis? 

● How can blockchain technology improve  the procurement of supplies in crisis? 
 
Humanitarian  Financing 

● Are innovative forms of financing, such as humanitarian impact bonds,          
compatible  with blockchain technology? 

● What  are  the  obstacles  to humanitarian  blockchain financing? 
● How can aid agencies facilitate cash-based transfers and large-scale         

humanitarian financing  platforms on  a  public  blockchain network? 
● Could there be an added value in the creation of a humanitarian            

cryptocurrency? 
 
Governance  

● How can humanitarians prioritize vital transactions  without financial value? 
● What changes are required in organizational governance and procurement to          

successfully  integrate  blockchain technology?  
● What requirements must be considered to design blockchain solutions for          

humanitarian governance or  procurement? 
● How should financial requirements from donors, in terms of application,          

reporting, and monitoring & evaluation, be modified in order to create a            
conducive  environment for blockchain  trials? 

 
 
 

Methods  for  submission 
 

Abstracts can be submitted at www.fordham.edu/blockchainsummit  
 

 The deadline for paper submissions is November 1st  2017. 
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