
Philosophical Ethics Syllabus-Summer 2018 

Professor Allysa Lake E-mail  Alake6@fordham.edu 

    

Course Description: 

What does it mean to be a good person? How should we act? How should we live? What are our obligations to 

the poor, the oppressed, the environment, and non-human animals? These are some of the questions we will 

attempt to answer in this course through philosophical reflection on the major normative ethical theories. The 

principal focus of the course is a systematic introduction to the main normative ethical theories, i.e., 

deontological ethics, utilitarianism, and virtue ethics. In studying these theories, we will specifically look at the 

relationship between happiness and ethics. The course is divided into four sections. In the first section of the 

course, on utilitarianism, we will look at ethics as the largest amount of pleasure for the greatest number of 

people as well as read objections to the utilitarian view. We will also use utilitarian framework to analyze the 

issue of world poverty. In the second section of the course, we will study Aristotelian virtue ethics and consider 

the relation between eudaimonia (often translated as flourishing) and how we should live. We will also consider 

objections to Aristotelian virtue ethics and use a virtue ethics framework to reflect on environmental 

degradation. In the third section of the course, we will study Kantian deontological ethics. Then, we will analyze 

Kant’s arguments against responsibilities to non-human animals in conjunction with modern works on animal 

rights. After learning Kant’s theory, we will examine the letters of Maria von Herbert—a follower of Kant who 

believes that she has no reason to live and challenges Kant on his prohibition against suicide. In the final section 

of the course, we will read Schopenhauer’s arguments about suffering and the inability to achieve happiness 

before turning to existential ethics. 

Learning Objectives: 

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to: 

 construct, defend, and critique philosophical arguments 

 engage critically with philosophical texts. 

 interpret opposing viewpoints with charity. 

 identify problems with one’s own position. 

 critically reflect on moral issues. 

 understand the main normative ethical issues and their application to contemporary problems. 

Required Texts: 

There is one text that students are required to purchase for the course. It can be purchased online or at the 

Rose Hill Bookstore. Please purchase the specified edition.      

 Nicomachean Ethics by Aristotle trans. Terence Irwin 2nd Edition Hackett 1999 ISBN: 978-0872204645 

All other readings will be posted on blackboard. 
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Course Policies: 

Email and Electronic Device Policy 

Emails will be answered within 24 hours. Please read the syllabus before sending an email, and use your institutional 

email for course correspondence. Emails that ask questions that are answered in the syllabus will not be answered.  

Late Work Policy  

No late discussions, quizzes, or exams will be accepted. As a summer course, we will be covering a lot of material in a 

shorter time frame; thus, it is vitally important to turn work in by the deadline.  In regards to essays, students are 

expected to submit the paper in a supported file format to Safe Assign. If this is not done the paper will be considered 

late. The penalty for late papers is 5 points per day, including weekends. If a paper is turned in after the deadline on 

the day it is due it is considered one day late. If it is turned in the following day it is considered 2 days late and so on. 

Papers will not be accepted after 7 days. It is the student’s responsibility to confirm submission.  

Accessibility Statement 

Under the Americans with Disabilities Act and Section 504 of the Vocational Rehabilitation Act of 1973, all students, 

with or without disabilities, are entitled to equal access to the programs and activities of Fordham University. If you 

believe that you have a disabling condition that may interfere with your ability to participate in the activities, course 

work, or assessment of the object of this course, you may be entitled to accommodations. Please schedule an 

appointment to speak with someone at the Office of Disability Services (Rose Hill - O’Hare Hall, Lower Level, x0655 or 

at Lincoln Center – Room 207, x6282).  

Academic Honesty and Integrity  

Please familiarize yourself with Fordham’s academic integrity policy found in the Undergraduate Handbook. 

Academic integrity violations will be reported to your dean and result is at minimum a 0 for the assignment and 

potentially a failing grade for the course depending on the severity. If you are unsure about whether something 

would count as plagiarism or not, please ask me before submitting your assignment.  

Mandatory Reporting Policy 

As a faculty member, I am a mandatory reporter and am required to contact and provide information to Public 

Safety, to the Dean of Students, and/or to the Title IX Coordinator if I learn you have been sexually harassed (verbally 

or physically), sexually assaulted /raped, stalked, had domestic violence or dating violence occur in a relationship, or 

been a victim / survivor of any behavior prohibited by the University's Sexual Misconduct Policy and Procedures. 

There are three confidential places on campus where you can seek support where it will not be "reported": clinical 

counselors in Psychological & Counseling Services, pastoral counselors in Campus Ministry, and medical service 

providers in University Health Services. The Student CARE Brochure can provide you with on and off-campus resources 

for support and more information, and you can also visit www.fordham.edu/care or 

www.fordham.edu/sexualmisconduct for more information. 

Grading Policy 

All papers and exams will be graded anonymously in order to avoid grader bias. To facilitate this grading, 

please put your Fordham ID on your essays instead of your name. Students are not allowed to redo 

assignments. Extra credit assignments should not be expected.  
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Course Requirements and Grading: 

GRADE BREAKDOWN 

- Participation: 15% 

- Quizzes: 20% 

- Final Exam: 30% 

- First Essay: 15% 

- Second Essay: 20% 

Participation and Discussion Responses 

Students will engage in weekly online discussions with their peers 

and instructor. Discussions will be conducted on Blackboard 

through voicethread. Students will be expected to respond to all 

questions that I pose as well as respond to two responses from a 

classmate. In order to receive full credit, contributions must be 

thoughtful, relevant, and promote deeper analysis of the topic. 

In order to fully participate in our discussions, students are to 

carefully read the assigned material twice. Late discussion 

responses will not be accepted. Additionally, students must be 

courteous, professional, and respectful to their peers and the 

instructor. This includes responding kindly to others even when 

you strongly disagree with them, interpreting other’s arguments with charity, and following all class policies. 
Furthermore, students are to proactively takes responsibility for their education by carefully reading the syllabus and 

seeking help when difficulties arise. Failure to act professionally and respectfully will result in points being deducted 

from your final participation grade. 

2 Papers 

Students are expected to complete 2 essays. The first essay will be between 3-4 pages and the second essay 

will be between 6-7 pages. See the course schedule for the dates that papers are due and assigned. Students 

are encouraged to talk to me about their papers. I will not review drafts via email; however, I will view outlines.  

Quizzes and Final Exam 

Students will take weekly quizzes that will consist of multiple choice questions. Students will also complete a 

cumulative final exam that will consist of short answer questions. The final exam must be taken on August 6.  

 

Course Schedule: 

Module 1: Pleasure and the Greatest Good  

Week Topic Required Reading and Assignments 

Orientation Week  Introduction to the Course  The Syllabus and Introductions 

Unit 1 5/29-6/4 Why be Moral?  James Rachels “The Challenge of Cultural 

Relativism”  

Plato “The Ring of Gyges”  

Quiz Due by Saturday at 6PM 

Discussion Post Due by Saturday at 10PM 

Response Due by Sunday at 10PM 

 

Grading System  

94–100 A Excellent, Outstanding Work  

90–93 A- Excellent Work  

87–89 B+ Very Good; High-Level 

Performance  

84–86 B Good; Solid and Above Average  

80–83 B- Good; Above Average  

77–79 C+ Average Performance  

74–76 C Satisfactory; Acceptable 

Performance  

70–73 C- Minimally Acceptable  

60–69 D Passing, but Unsatisfactory  

0–59 F Failure 
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Week Topic Required Reading and Assignments 

Unit 2 

6/5-6/11 

Utilitarianism Jeremy Bentham “Pleasure as the Good”  

John Stuart Mill “Utilitarianism”  

Robert Nozick “The Experience Machine”  

Quiz Due by Saturday at 6PM 

Discussion Post Due by Saturday at 10PM 

Response Due by Sunday at 10PM 

Unit 3  

6/12-6/18 

Utilitarianism Peter Singer "Famine, Affluence, and 

Morality"  

Ursula Le Guin- “The Ones Who Walk Away 

From Omelas” 

Quiz Due by Saturday at 6PM 

Discussion Post Due by Saturday at 10PM 

Response Due by Sunday at 10PM 

First Paper Due June 18th by 11AM. 

Module 2: Flourishing, Virtue, and the Good Life   

Day Topic Required Reading and Assignments 

Unit 4 

6/19-6/25 

Aristotelian Virtue Ethics Aristotle Nicomachean Ethics Book 1 

Chapters 1-5,7-13,  

Aristotle Nicomachean Ethics Book 2 

Chapter 37 

Listen to Julia Annas’s philosophy bite 

podcast on Aristotelian Virtue 

Quiz Due by Saturday at 6PM 

Discussion Post Due by Saturday at 10PM 

Response Due by Sunday at 10PM 

Unit 5 

6/26-7/2 

Aristotelian Virtue Ethics Aristotle Nicomachean Ethics Book 8, 

chapters: 1-4, 8, Book 9, chapters: 3, 8-10  

Sara Ahmed, “Feminist Killjoys”  

Quiz Due by Saturday at 6PM 

Discussion Post Due by Saturday at 10PM 

Response Due by Sunday at 10PM 

 

 

Module 3: Duty, Desolation, and Non-Human Animals 
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Day Topic Required Reading and Assignments 

Unit 6  

7/3-7/9 

Kantian Ethics Kant Groundwork of the Metaphysics of 

Morals Chapter 29 

Quiz Due by Saturday at 6PM 

Discussion Post Due by Saturday at 10PM 

Response Due by Sunday at 10PM 

Unit 7 

7/10-7/16 

Applied Kantian Ethics Kant “We Have No Duties to Animals”  

Listen to Christine Korsgaard’s philosophy 

bite podcast on animal rights  

Christine Korsgaard “Facing the Animal 

you see in the mirror” 

Peter Singer “All animals are equal” 

Quiz Due by Saturday at 6PM 

Discussion Post Due by Saturday at 10PM 

Response Due by Sunday at 10PM 

Unit 8 

7/17-7/24 
Kantian Ethics 

 

Reread Kant Groundwork of the 

Metaphysics of Morals  

Rae Langton “Duty and Desolation: Maria 

von Herbert's Challenge to Kant”  

Quiz Due by Saturday at 6PM 

Discussion Post Due by Saturday at 10PM 

Response Due by Sunday at 10PM 

 

 

Module 4: Suffering and Morality 

Day Topic Required Reading and Assignments 

Unit 9 

7/25-7/30 

Schopenhauer and Nietzsche  Arthur Schopenhauer “On the Suffering in 

the World”  

Nietzsche-“On the Genealogy of Morals” 

Quiz Due by Saturday at 6PM 

Discussion Post Due by Saturday at 10PM 

Response Due by Sunday at 10PM 

Unit 10 

7/31-8/6 

Happiness and Morality  Discussion Post Due by Saturday at 10PM 

Response Due by Sunday at 10PM 

Second Paper Due-August 4 by 11AM 

 

Final Exam-August 6, 2018 
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