
 

Abnormal Psychology 

PSYC 2900 L21 – Summer Session II, 2018 

Mondays - Thursdays, 9:00 am – 12:00 pm 

Fordham University, Lincoln Center 

Lowenstein Bldg. | Room XXX 

 

Instructor:  Jillian Minahan 

Office:   Dealy 240, Rose Hill 

Email:   jminahan@fordham.edu 

Office Hours: By appointment  

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION: 

The goal of this course is to provide students with an integrative overview of the scientific study of 

psychopathology. We will consider basic concepts and definitions and the historical perspectives of 

psychopathology. We will also specifically focus on different theoretical models of psychopathology, the 

assessment and diagnosis of mental illness, and the research methods used to study abnormal human 

behavior. We will review the etiology and description of psychological disorders and discuss empirical 

evidence linking biological, cognitive, emotional, behavioral, and social/cultural factors with each 

disorder. We will explore current paradigms for the treatment of mental illnesses and the efficacy of these 

treatments. We will consider the role of culture and diversity in assessment and treatment of 

psychological disorders. The class format will utilize lectures and in-class activities to provide a 

comprehensive overview of the basic theoretical tenets of abnormal psychology.  

 

COURSE OBJECTIVES: 

Students who successfully complete this course will: 

 Critically evaluate models and theories of abnormal psychology; 

 Review different ways of assessing and classifying abnormal behavior with an emphasis on DSM-

5 diagnostic criteria; 

 Explore paradigms for understanding and treating mental disorders as well as research on their 

efficacy; 

 Consider professional and ethical issues surrounding the diagnosis and treatment of mental 

disorders; 

 Consider the relevance of cultural differences as they pertain to the diagnosis and treatment of 

mental disorders 

 

REQUIRED TEXT: 
Kring, A., Johnson, S., Davidson, G. C. & Neale, J. M. (2015). Abnormal psychology (13th ed.).  

Hoboken, NJ: John Wiley & Sons. 

 

E-book for purchase: http://www.wiley.com/WileyCDA/WileyTitle/productCd-EHEP003174.html  

 

In addition, supplementary readings will be assigned as necessary to cover specific topics and will be 

posted on Blackboard. 

 

BLACKBOARD: 

I will make use of Blackboard extensively to disseminate course materials, e-mail the class, and/or to 

update the class of changes to the syllabus or schedule. Please note, you will be contacted by me through 

the university system, which means that e-mail communication will be processed through your Fordham 

University e-mail account. You are responsible for regularly checking this e-mail account. 

http://www.wiley.com/WileyCDA/WileyTitle/productCd-EHEP003174.html
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All of your written assignments will be turned in via email. Please do not bring paper copies to class. 

Your assignments are due by the beginning of the class period on the day noted on the schedule. 

Assignments submitted during the class period or after the class period will be counted as late. 

 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS: 

 

(A) Attendance/Class Participation (10%) 

Students are expected to attend class and participate in all class discussions. Preparation for class 

discussion depends on completing the assigned readings. Completing the readings prior to class will 

enable each student to more fully understand, appreciate, and participate in class discussions. Attendance 

will be recorded on a daily basis and will contribute to your attendance/class participation grade. In the 

event of an absence, it is the student’s responsibility to obtain any class notes or other course material 

covered during missed classes from other students in the class. Absences from class that are considered 

“excused” must be accompanied by documentation and include the following reasons: religious holiday, 

serious illness, death in the student’s immediate family, or required participation in university-sponsored 

activities. Only written notification from your summer school dean will constitute an excused 

absence. It is the student’s responsibility to speak with the instructor to make arrangements for missed 

examinations or graded assignments beforehand. Make-up work for unexcused absences will not be 

offered. Class discussions will be facilitated by discussion questions that students will write for each 

chapter and post to Blackboard, which will contribute to their class participation grade.  

 

(B) Exams (50% - Midterm = 25%; Final Exam = 25%) 
There will be 2 exams during the summer session—a midterm and a (non-cumulative) final exam. The 

exams will cover all of the assigned readings and topics from in-class discussions. The midterm will be 

worth 25% and the final will be worth 30% of your grade. Exams will include multiple-choice and several 

short answer and/or essay questions.  There will be no make-up exams except in cases of emergency, 

which must be documented by a letter from your summer school dean. Please notify the instructor in 

advance if a legitimate conflict exists that will prevent taking the exam on the scheduled date listed in the 

course outline below.   

 

(C) Character Paper (20%) 

Recalling facts about Abnormal Psychology is only a portion of successfully learning these topics. You 

should also be able to evaluate and analyze concepts critically. Therefore, you will be asked to complete a 

paper critiquing a character’s depiction of a psychological disorder. Select a fictional character from a 

movie, book, TV show, or other popular culture media that meets criteria for one or more psychological 

disorders in the DSM-V. Using this character, write a 3-4 page paper that discusses the following 

information:  

1. A brief biography of the character & a current picture of what is going on in the character's life  

2. The symptoms the character is exhibiting  

3. The DSM-V diagnoses that have criteria met from these symptoms; or the ones that are not 

met and what is missing from the symptoms presented  

4. A discussion of whether the movie, book, TV show, or other popular culture media, etc. 

accurately portrayed the symptoms of the disorder.  

a. Was this an accurate clinical picture? Explain in detail and provide examples from the 

movie. 

b. Were there any inaccuracies and misconceptions of the disorder displayed? 

i. If the disorder was misrepresented, discuss how this could be misleading to a 

typical movie-goer who has never taken an Abnormal Psych class. 
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The character on which you would like to base your paper must be approved by me early in the summer 

session. Please email me the name of your character, what they’re from, and a brief summary of what 

psychological disorder they portray. Please see the Course Schedule for that date. Additional guidelines 

will be posted on Blackboard. 

Note:  All written papers must be typed, double-spaced pages using 12-point font with 1” margins. All 

documents must be in Microsoft Word format (“.doc” or “.docx”) and should be submitted via email. All 

citations and references should be reported in APA style.  
 

Papers must be submitted via email before class on the due dates listed. Late assignments will incur a 

penalty of 10% per each day late. Extensions for work are offered only in very unusual or extreme 

circumstances (e.g., significant medical illness) in conjunction with documentation from the dean.  

 

(D) Clinical Research Pitch (20%) 

Students will work in randomly assigned teams to develop a research pitch based on a topic in Abnormal 

Psychology that interested them. The pitch should include a research question, why they think it's an 

important topic to study, their hypothesis, and some research methods ideas. Additional guidelines will be 

posted on Blackboard. 

 

GENERAL CLASS ETIQUETTE: 

Please be mindful of your instructor and your fellow students in class. This means: 

 Cell phones must be on silent and stored away during lecture. If you need to keep your phone on 

vibrate because you are expecting an important call/text regarding, for example, a family 

emergency, you should let me know prior to class.  

 Lecture is not the time to be on social networking sites, instant messenger, or personal email. If 

laptops are being used inappropriately, you will be asked to refrain from bringing it to class. 

Please be mindful that using your laptop for other purposes or constantly looking down at your 

phone may impact your grade.  

 Our classroom is meant to be a safe place. You are encouraged to express your ideas candidly 

while also keeping in mind that you are expected to show respect for one another and for the 

diversity of people and ideas in the world around you. Thoughtful critiques and feedback are 

welcome and encouraged, but negative criticism is not. If there are concerns that any student is not 

conducting themselves appropriately, this will be discussed with the student on an individual 

basis. Similarly, if any student feels unsafe as a result of viewpoints expressed by the instructor or 

fellow students, they are highly encouraged to speak with the instructor in private.  

 Discrimination, harassment, or global generalizations against others on the basis of race, creed, 

national or ethnic origin, age, religion, disability, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity and 

expression will not be tolerated. 

 This syllabus may be revised as needed to ensure the educational quality and fairness of the 

course. If changes are made, a revised syllabus will be provided. 

 

COURSE GRADING:   
A. Attendance/Class Participation  10% 

B. Exams       50%  

a. Midterm     (25%) 

b. Final Exam    (25%) 

C. Character Paper    20% 

D. Research Pitch     20% 

Total      100% 
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For fairness, all students are expected to complete course requirements according to the syllabus. Make-

up work is not offered without a note from the dean. Should problems arise, they are best addressed 

sooner rather than later in the semester by speaking with the instructor. Course grades will be calculated 

according to the following general guidelines; the instructor reserves the right to adjust these guidelines.  

A = 93% and above 

A-  = 90 to 92.9%  

B+  = 87 to 89.9%  

B  = 83 to 86.9 

B-  = 80 to 82.9%  

C+  = 77 to 79.9%  

C  = 73 to 76.9% 

C-  = 70 to 72.9%  

D  = 60 to 69.9% 

F  = Below 60%  

 

STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES: 

Under the Americans with Disabilities Act and Section 504 of the Vocational Rehabilitation Act of 1973, 

all students, with or without disabilities, are entitled to equal access to the programs and activities of 

Fordham University. If you believe that you have a disabling condition that may interfere with your 

ability to participate in the activities, coursework, or assessment of the object of this course, you may be 

entitled to accommodations. Please schedule an appointment to speak with someone at the Office of 

Disability Services (Rose Hill - O’Hare Hall, Lower Level, x0655 or at Lincoln Center – Room 404, 

x6282). http://www.fordham.edu/info/20174/disability_services  

 

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY AND DISCIPLINE: 

Academic integrity will be strictly enforced. Any student suspected of violating the University’s policies 

on academic integrity may face disciplinary actions as outlined by the Undergraduate Handbook. 

Thorough knowledge of the University’s policy on plagiarism is expected, and ignorance of this policy is 

not an acceptable defense in cases of suspected plagiarism. I reserve the right to give a 0 on any 

assignment or for the entire lab depending on the severity of the plagiarism. Please see “The Fordham 

University Policy on Academic Integrity” (link below) for student resources on academic integrity as well 

as procedural guidelines and penalties in cases of academic dishonesty. 

http://www.fordham.edu/info/25380/undergraduate_academic_integrity_policy  

 

Note: If you are caught plagiarizing or cheating, you will receive a zero for that exam or paper.   

 

MANDATORY REPORTING:  

As an instructor, I am a mandatory reporter and am required to contact and provide information to Public 

Safety, to the Dean of Students, and/or to the Title IX Coordinator if I learn you have been sexually 

harassed (verbally or physically), sexually assaulted/raped, stalked, had domestic violence or dating 

violence occur in a relationship, or been a victim/ survivor of any behavior prohibited by the University's 

Sexual Misconduct Policy and Procedures. Once reported, the University will promptly seek to properly 

support any student and make efforts to stop the prohibited behavior, prevent it from recurring, and 

remedy its effects. There are two confidential places on campus where you can seek support where it will 

not be "reported": counselors in Psychological & Counseling Services and Campus Ministry. The Student 

CARE Brochure can provide you with on and off-campus resources for support and more information. 

http://www.fordham.edu/info/20174/disability_services
http://www.fordham.edu/info/25380/undergraduate_academic_integrity_policy
http://www.fordham.edu/info/21366/policies/2719/sexual_misconduct_policy_and_procedures/7
http://www.fordham.edu/info/21366/policies/2719/sexual_misconduct_policy_and_procedures/7
http://www.fordham.edu/care
http://www.fordham.edu/care
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COURSE SCHEDULE AND ASSIGNED READINGS 
 

Class 

# 

Date Topic(s) Readings 

Due 

Assignments 

Due 

1 7/5 (Th) Welcome & Introductions 

Syllabus Review 

Ch. 1: Introduction & Historical Overview 

Chapter 1. 

 

 

2 7/9 (M) Ch. 1: Introduction & Historical Overview Chapter 1. 

 

 

3 7/10 (T) Ch. 2: Paradigms in Psychopathology Chapter 2. 

 

 

4 7/11 (W) Ch. 3: Diagnosis & Assessment Chapter 3. 

 
 

5 7/12 (Th) Ch. 4: Research Methods Chapter 4. 

 

 

6 7/16 (M) Ch. 5: Mood Disorders Chapter 5. 

 

Character 

Approval (Email) 

7 7/17 (T) Ch. 6: Anxiety Disorders Chapter 6. 

 

 

8 7/18 (W) Ch. 7: OCD, PTSD, and Related 

Disorders 

Chapter 7. 

 

 

9 7/19 (Th) *MIDTERM (Chapters 1-7)*   

10 7/23 (M) Ch. 8: Dissociative & Somatic Disorders Chapter 8. 

 

 

11 7/24 (T) Ch. 9: Schizophrenia Chapter 9. 

 

 

12 7/25 (W) Ch. 10: Substance Use Disorders Chapter 10. 

 
 

13 7/26 (Th) Ch. 11: Eating Disorders Chapter 11. 

 
 

14 7/30 (M) Ch. 12: Sexual Disorders 

*Research Pitch Presentations* 

Chapter 12. 

 
Research Pitch 

Powerpoint 

15 7/31 (T) Ch. 13: Disorders of Childhood 

*Research Pitch Presentations* 

Chapter 13. 

 
Research Pitch 

Powerpoint 

16 8/1 (W) Ch. 14: Late Life and Neurocognitive 

Disorders 

*Research Pitch Presentations* 

Chapter 14. 

 

Research Pitch 

Powerpoint 

17 8/2 (Th) Ch. 15: Personality Disorders Chapter 15. 

 

 

18 8/6 (M) *FINAL EXAM (Chapters 8-15)*  Final Paper 

Note:  The timeline is subject to change. 


