AMEN: FAITH ANO Th€ POss1BILITY OF
JEWSh~-CHhRISTIAN~-MUSL1M TRIALOGUE

Delivered by the Reverend Patrick J. Ryan, S.J., Laurence ]J. McGinley Professor of Religion and Society

“Can we Jews, Christians and Muslims acknowledge our common heritage of covenant with and
fidelity to God, and God’s covenant with and fidelity to us, despite our radical differences?”

DE LAURENCE ). MCGINLEY CHAIR 1N RELIGION ANO SOCIETY WAS €STABLISHED 1IN 1985 TO ATTRACT O1S-

TINGUISHED SCHOLARS INTERESTED 1IN THE INTERACTION OF R€eLIGION wicth The LeGAL, pOLITICAL ANO

CULTURAL FORCES 1N OUR PLURALISTIC AMERICAN SOCIETY. ThE CHAIR. FIRST HeLO BY AVERY CAROINAL
Oulles, s.J.. FROM 1988 UNTIL Hi1S OEATH 1N OECEMBER 2008, 1S NAMED 1IN HhONOR OF The REVERENDO LAURENCE .
(MCGINLEY. 8.J.. WHO ATTAINED OISTINCTION AS A PROFESSOR OF ThEOLOGY BEFORE BECOMING The 28CThH PRESI~
OENT OF FORODAM UNIVERSITY. FATNHER MCGINLEY'S €ODUCATIONAL VISION ANO O€OICATION TO NEW YORK CITY
OURING D1S TENURE AS PRESIOENT, FROM 1949 TO 1963, LED TO THE CREATION OF ThE€ LINCOLN CENTER CAMPUS ANO
heLped MAKE FORODAM AN €VEN (MORE INFLUENTIAL PRESENCE IN The CAPITAL OF The WORLO.

The REVEREND PATRICK ]. RYAN. SJ. The SECONO PERSON TO hOLO The MCGINLEY ChAIR. 1S AN
ACCOMPLISHED SCHOLAR. TEACHER ANO AOMINISTRATOR. A NATIVE NEW YORKER. he€ GRAOUATED FROM REGIS NIGH
SChOOL TN MANDATTAN. D€ ENTERED THE SOCIETY OF JESUS 1N 1957 ANO €ARNED A BACHELOR'S OEGREE 1N €NGLISH
AT FORODAM SIX YEARS LATER ANO A LICENTIATE 1IN PH1LOSOPhY FROM WOOOSTOCK COLLEGE 1N 1964. h€ TAUGHT
FOR ON€E YEAR AT AQUINAS COLLEGE 1IN AKURE. NIGERIA. BEFORE RETURNING TO THE UNITED STATES. WNERE he
€ARNED A BACHELOR'S OEGREE TN O1VINITY FROM WOOOSTOCK COLLEGE TN MARYLANO.

FOLLOWING D1S OROITNATION TO ThE PRIESTNHOOO 1IN 1968. FATHER RYAN STUOIED AT DARVARD UNIVER~
S1TY. WhERE NE EARNED A DOCTORAL OEGREE IN THE HISTORY OF RELIGION WITH A SPECIALIZATION 1IN ARABIC
ANO 1SLAMIC sTudles, WhICh hAS SERVED AS The BEOROCK JFOR DIS SUBSEqUENT ACAOEMIC ANO €CUMENICAL
E€NOEAVORS. he RETURNED TO AFRICA TO SERVE AS A SENIOR LECTURER 1IN COMPARATIVE RELIGION ANO 1SLAMIC
STUOLES AT THE UNIVERSITY OF GHANA. ANO LATER el FAcULTy ANO AOMINISTRATIVE POSITIONS AT The
UN1VERSITY OF CAPE COAST 1N GhANA. hEKIMA COLLEGE 1N KENYA ANO The PONTIFICAL GREGORIAN UNIVERSITY
IN ROME. he SERVED AS THE FIRST PRESIOENT OF LOYOLA JESUIT COLLEGE 1IN ABUJA. NIGERIA. WhHICHh OPENED 1TS
OOORS 1N 1996. OURING 1S TENURE. The COLLEGE FLOURISHED. RECEIVING APPROXIMATELY 1.800 APPLICATIONS FOR
120 OPENINGS €ACH YEAR. IN 2005 FATNHER RYAN RETURNED TO FORODAM UNIVERSITY AS VICE PRESIOENT FOR
(ISSION ANO MINISTRY. WHERE he SUPERVISED THE CAMPUS MINISTRY. COMMUNITY SERVICE ANO The GLOBAL
OUTREACDH PROGRAMS.

AS The LAURENCE J. OCGINLEY PROFESSOR OF RELIGION ANO SOCIETY. FATHER RYAN WILL CONTINUE
D1S €FFORTS TO FOSTER RESPECTFUL ANO PROOUCTIVE OIALOGUES BETWEEN ANO AMONG JeWIsh, 1ISLAMIC ANO
CDHRISTIAN SCHOLARS. D1S LONGTIME VOCATION ANO A TASK THAT DAS BECOME INCREASINGLY URGENT 1IN RECENT
YEARS. GROUNOEO 1IN his PROOIGIOUS SCHOLARSDHIP ANO GUIOED BY DHIS INTERNATIONAL €XPERIENCE. FATHER
RUAN'S TNAUGURAL LECTURE 1S A PROMISING FIRST STEP IN FULFILLING Th€ LEGACY ANO MISSION OF The LAu-
RENCE J. DCGINLEY CHAIR 1N RELIGION ANO SOCIETY.



