
Ad Maiorem Dei Gloriam 

March 29, 2022 

Dear Joe, 

Christ’s Peace. 

I am delighted to write this letter on behalf of your six hundred ten brothers in the Jesuits East Province. 
I am also delighted to write to you as a Fordham alumnus, teacher in the Graduate School of Education, 
University trustee, and religious superior at Ciszek Hall and Spellman Hall. 

Over the last fifty-five years you have been an exemplary Jesuit, bringing your many talents and strong 
faith to Poughkeepsie NY, Chestnut Hill MA, Buffalo NY, Berkeley CA, Chicago IL, Syracuse NY, Scranton 
PA and the Bronx.  You have been an exemplary teacher of English at Canisius High School and teacher of 
Religious Studies at LeMoyne.  You have been an outstanding President at the University of Scranton.  For 
twenty-five years you have provided phenomenal service to Fordham University, six as Dean of Fordham 
College and nineteen as President.  To all those roles you have brought a keen intellect and a scholar’s deep 
understanding of the religious history of our nation. 

Perhaps what is more notable than all these achievements is your total dedication to pastoral ministry.  
You are a priest’s priest, a Jesuit’s Jesuit.  Homilist extraordinaire, you combine careful exegetical skills with the 
wit of an Irish raconteur.  Perhaps even more important is the way you relate to everyone you meet, always with 
a word of encouragement.  You are noted for your legendary, prodigious memory for names and details about 
people.  You recall names and details about students whom you meet on the very first day of their freshman year 
and then remember them again at alumni reunions years later.  Cura personalis extraordinaire indeed. 

I have no doubt that God’s blessings will continue to be showered upon you as you embrace a new 
mission after some well-deserved time of renewal.  Thank you, Joe, for all you have done and all you will do for 
the people to whom you are sent. Ad multos annos! 

With fraternal affection, 

Very Rev. Joseph M. O’Keefe, S.J. 
Provincial 
USA East Province of the Society of Jesus 
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