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Department of Political Science
Faber Hall 667
Fordham University
441 E. Fordham Road
Bronx, NY 10458
Email: bheersink@fordham.edu
Phone: 718-817-3967

Website: www.borisheersink.com

Academic Positions

Fordham University

Associate Professor, Department of Political Science, 2023 - currently

Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, 2017 - 2023

Associate Chair of Undergraduate Studies, Department of Political Science, Rose Hill, Fall 2021; Fall
2023; Fall 2024 - currently

Faculty Affiliate, American Studies, 2017 - currently

Education

University of Virginia
Woodrow Wilson Department of Politics, Ph.D., 2011 - 2017

The New School for Social Research
Department of Political Science, M.A., 2008 - 2010

University of Amsterdam
Department of History, M.A., 2005 - 2007 (graduated cum laude)

University of Amsterdam
Department of History, B.A., 2002 - 2005

Research

Publications
Books

(2) National Party Organizations and Party Brands in American Politics: The Democratic and Republican National
Committees, 1912-2016 (Oxford University Press, 2023).
Media: New Books in Political Science podcast, NPR Civics 101, The Atlantic.

(1) Republican Party Politics and the American South, 1865-1968 (Cambridge University Press, 2020). (With
Jeffery A. Jenkins).
Awards: J. David Greenstone Prize, American Political Science Association (2021 - co-winner); V.O. Key
Award, Southern Political Science Association (2021).
Reviews: The Journal of Politics, Perspectives on Politics, The Forum, The Journal of American History, The


bheersink@fordham.edu
www.borisheersink.com
https://global.oup.com/academic/product/national-party-organizations-and-party-brands-in-american-politics-9780197695111?cc=us&lang=en&
https://global.oup.com/academic/product/national-party-organizations-and-party-brands-in-american-politics-9780197695111?cc=us&lang=en&
https://newbooksnetwork.com/national-party-organizations-and-party-brands-in-american-politics
https://www.civics101podcast.org/civics-101-episodes/rncanddnc
https://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2024/07/trump-republican-national-convention/678974/?gift=zYCTBrO_7y7KHmiTPdBdg1yy78EufXYqslzIGTca9yI&utm_source=copy-link&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=share&fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR3sG4p9PkgEKDOyRZFrC8oSPmvGhgYZMzkv5pVaBHOT1iZU2mJ7CkV7xL4_aem_oP2CNrnz9y99QBmptDRwCg
https://www.cambridge.org/core/books/republican-party-politics-and-the-american-south-18651968/5E9DEB510327B0A9830699A8E1215516
https://www.journals.uchicago.edu/doi/10.1086/713304
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/perspectives-on-politics/article/republican-party-politics-and-the-american-south-18651968-by-boris-heersink-and-jeffery-a-jenkins-new-york-cambridge-university-press-2020-376p-9999-cloth-3499-paper/CC11951F3CBBDD45D515D7B52EBA7CE4#article
https://www.degruyter.com/document/doi/10.1515/for-2020-2106/html
https://academic.oup.com/jah/article-abstract/108/3/610/6484664?redirectedFrom=fulltext
https://muse.jhu.edu/article/805797
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Journal of Southern History, Ohio Valley History.
Media: Washington Post, USC Book Talk, USC Authors meet Critics panel (w. John Aldrich, Devin
Caughey, Ashley Jardina, and Kimberley Johnson), Bedrosian Book Club Podcast, The Science of Politics
podcast, New Books in Political Science podcast.

Peer-Reviewed Articles

(14) "Race, Corruption, and Southern Republicanism: The Patronage Scandal of the 1920s," Du Bois Review:
Social Science Research on Race (forthcoming). (With Jeffery A. Jenkins).

(13) "Power in a Union: How Unexpected Group Partnerships Form," Perspectives on Politics (forthcoming).
(With Matthew J. Lacombe).
Media: Washington Post.

(12) "Reconsidering the ‘Southern Veto”: The Two-Thirds Rule at Democratic National Conventions, 1832-
1936," Studies in American Political Development vol. 38, no. 1 (April 2024) 84-102.

(11) "Southern Republicans in Congress During the Pre-Reagan Era: An Exploratory Analysis," Party Politics
vol. 29, no. 3 (2023) 540-553. (With Jeffery A. Jenkins and Nicholas G. Napolio).

(10) "Examining Democratic and Republican National Committee Party Branding Activity, 1953-2012," Per-
spectives on Politics vol. 21, no. 1 (2023) 142-159.
Media: The Week.

(9) "Natural Disasters, 'Partisan Retrospection,” and U.S. Presidential Elections," Political Behavior vol. 44,
no. 3 (2022) 1225-1246. (With Jeffery A. Jenkins, Michael P. Olson, and Brenton D. Peterson).
Media: Washington Post.

(8) "The Mixed Effects of Candidate Visits on Campaign Donations in the 2020 Presidential Election,"
American Politics Research vol 50, no. 3 (2022) 320-325. (With Nicholas G. Napolio and Jordan Carr
Peterson).

(7) "Mobilization and Counter-Mobilization: The Effects of Campaign Visits in the 2016 U.S. Presidential
Election," The Journal of Politics vol. 83, no. 4 (2021) 1878-1883. (With Brenton D. Peterson and Jordan
Carr Peterson).

Media: ABC News, NBC News, Washington Post.

(6) "Whiteness and the Emergence of the Republican Party in the Early-2oth Century South," Studies in
American Political Development vol. 34, no. 1 (April 2020) 71-9o0. (With Jeffery A. Jenkins)
Media: Washington Post.

(5) "Party Brands and the Democratic and Republican National Committees, 1952-1976," Studies in Ameri-
can Political Development vol. 32, no. 1 (April 2018) 79-102.
Media: Washington Post.

(4) "Truman Defeats Dewey: The Effects of Campaign Visits on Election Outcomes," Electoral Studies vol.
49 (October 2017) 49-64. (With Brenton D. Peterson)
Media: NBC News.

(3) "Disasters and Elections: Estimating the Net Effect of Damage and Relief in Historical Perspective,"
Political Analysis vol. 25, no. 2 (April 2017) 260-268. (With Brenton D. Peterson and Jeffery A. Jenkins)
Media: Washington Post.

(2) "Measuring the Vice-Presidential Home State Advantage with Synthetic Controls," American Politics
Research vol. 44, no. 4 (July 2016) 734-763. (With Brenton D. Peterson)
Media: Bloomberg, Chicago Tribune, Christian Science Monitor, FiveThirtyEight [1], FiveThirtyEight
[2], Washington Post, The New York Times, Newsweek, NPR, US News and World Report.


https://muse.jhu.edu/article/805797
https://muse.jhu.edu/article/805797
https://muse.jhu.edu/article/840697?fbclid=IwAR2VzcYLeJZrCabpsVk0s3fsl7s_CqkqrQcYXSQCPuYDwLuoyiknnC41760
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2020/02/07/republican-party-is-white-southern-how-did-that-happen/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=boqs6zanbvk&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ph0k6rHUGGk&feature=youtu.be
https://directory.libsyn.com/episode/index/id/14486291/tdest_id/1169135
https://www.niskanencenter.org/the-roots-of-the-parties-racial-switch/
https://www.niskanencenter.org/the-roots-of-the-parties-racial-switch/
https://newbooksnetwork.com/b-heersink-and-j-a-jenkins-republican-party-politics-and-the-american-south-1865-1968-cambridge-up-2020/
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/du-bois-review-social-science-research-on-race/article/race-corruption-and-southern-republicanism/B91DA5DF2AB3DEC1FC6500B00A32D063#article
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/perspectives-on-politics/article/power-in-a-union-how-unexpected-group-partnerships-form/D06BA3D24C891FB2275DB6AC3671FA7A/share/79881f952de9240298f6604f82137e2b84bf4d33
https://www.washingtonpost.com/made-by-history/2023/06/28/lgbtq-rights-organized-labor/
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/studies-in-american-political-development/article/abs/reconsidering-the-southern-veto-the-twothirds-rule-at-democratic-national-conventions-18321936/C7CBA0881EF7355C6B4B3FC83CF35DEF?utm_campaign=shareaholic&utm_medium=copy_link&utm_source=bookmark
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/studies-in-american-political-development/article/abs/reconsidering-the-southern-veto-the-twothirds-rule-at-democratic-national-conventions-18321936/C7CBA0881EF7355C6B4B3FC83CF35DEF?utm_campaign=shareaholic&utm_medium=copy_link&utm_source=bookmark
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/13540688221075587?fbclid=IwAR2UNHPhEC9yEEh0hxWmBYKMJxQqMmNlqaF0zrbiqfU0XaakRRfsCtHxJ2A&journalCode=ppqa
https://t.co/fgapALgBwZ?amp=1
https://theweek.com/politics/dnc-rnc-role-elections-party-politics
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s11109-020-09653-y
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/monkey-cage/wp/2017/08/29/how-many-votes-could-hurricane-harvey-cost-trump-in-texas/?utm_term=.7de2eb91e01f
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/1532673X211041571
https://www.journals.uchicago.edu/doi/10.1086/711407
https://www.journals.uchicago.edu/doi/10.1086/711407
https://abcnews.go.com/538/busy-campaign-schedule-save-trumps-gop-primary-opponents/story?id=106292772
https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/2020-election/trump-ramps-rally-strategy-may-come-more-risk-reward-n1243827
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2020/06/18/trump-is-going-back-holding-rallies-he-might-be-helping-biden/
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/studies-in-american-political-development/article/whiteness-and-the-emergence-of-the-republican-party-in-the-early-twentiethcentury-south/899B4B98A78353683C3C6050DFA5771B
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2020/02/07/republican-party-is-white-southern-how-did-that-happen/
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/studies-in-american-political-development/article/party-brands-and-the-democratic-and-republican-national-committees-19521976/B761A8C271FEF9E154A9802B5EA6253D
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/monkey-cage/wp/2017/11/04/no-the-dnc-didnt-rig-the-democratic-primary-for-hillary-clinton/?utm_term=.bb183ae6f26c
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0261379417301191
https://www.nbcnews.com/think/opinion/trump-biden-election-day-showdown-ends-barrage-campaign-stops-does-ncna1245872
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/political-analysis/article/disasters-and-elections-estimating-the-net-effect-of-damage-and-relief-in-historical-perspective/1E944D5BAC20A1D2F86E8419BF265C4F
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/monkey-cage/wp/2017/08/29/how-many-votes-could-hurricane-harvey-cost-trump-in-texas/?utm_term=.7de2eb91e01f
http://apr.sagepub.com/content/44/4/734
http://www.bloombergview.com/articles/2016-04-28/what-presidential-nominees-need-in-a-running-mate
http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/sns-wp-blm-veeps-comment-f6046de0-0d5d-11e6-bc53-db634ca94a2a-20160428-story.html
http://www.csmonitor.com/USA/Politics/Decoder/2016/0428/Would-Carly-Fiorina-boost-Ted-Cruz-in-California
http://fivethirtyeight.com/features/a-fivethirtyeight-guide-to-veepstakes-speculation/
https://fivethirtyeight.com/features/will-biden-choose-a-running-mate-based-on-electability-ideology-or-identity/
https://fivethirtyeight.com/features/will-biden-choose-a-running-mate-based-on-electability-ideology-or-identity/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/monkey-cage/wp/2016/04/26/this-research-shows-that-vice-presidential-candidates-actually-do-win-votes-in-their-home-states/
http://www.nytimes.com/2016/06/12/opinion/campaign-stops/how-to-be-a-great-vice-president.html?smid=tw-share
http://www.newsweek.com/can-veep-candidate-guarantee-his-her-home-state-474324
http://www.npr.org/2016/06/01/480038429/swing-state-vp-picks-dont-help-candidates-much-so-what-does-work
http://www.usnews.com/opinion/articles/2016-04-29/do-vice-presidential-picks-actually-swing-votes
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(1) "Southern Delegates and Republican National Convention Politics, 1880-1928," Studies in American Po-
litical Development vol. 29, no. 1 (April 2015) 68-88. (With Jeffery A. Jenkins)
Media: Washington Post.

Editor-Reviewed Articles

(2) "Trump and the Party-in-Organization: Presidential Control of National Party Organizations," The
Journal of Politics vol. 8o, no. 4 (October 2018) 1474-1482.
Media: Washington Post, Scholars Strategy Network.

(1) "Party Leaders and Electoral Realignment: Democratic and Republican Southern Strategies, 1948-1968,"
The Forum vol. 15, no. 4 (2017) 631-653.
Book Reviews

(4) "The Rise of Political Action Committees: Interest Group Electioneering and the Transformation of American
Politics. By Emily J. Charnock," Interest Groups & Advocacy vol. 12 (2023) 435-438.

(3) "Bootstrap Liberalism: Texas Political Culture in the Age of FDR. By Sean P. Cunningham," Register of the
Kentucky Historical Society vol. 120, no. 2 (2022) 205-207.

(2) "Politicians, Interest Groups, and Next Steps in the Study of American Political Parties as Institutions,"
The Journal of Politics vol. 8o, no. 4 (October 2018) eg1-e96 - review essay.

(1) "Queer Clout: Chicago and the Rise of Gay Politics. By Timothy Stewart-Winter. Philadelphia: University of
Pennsylvania Press, 2016." The Journal of Politics vol. 78, no. 4 (2016) e5-e6.

Work in Progress

Book Projects
Strange Bedfellows: The Foundations and Potential of Unexpected Group Alliances in American Politics (w.
Matthew J. Lacombe).

Working Papers
"Beaches or Boarding? Reassessing the Economic Linkage of Shark Attacks and Votes" (w. David R.
Miller)

Op-Eds, Commentary, and Miscellaneous
Guest appearance on NPR Civics 101 (April 16, 2024).
Guest appearance on New Books in Political Science podcast (November 23, 2023).

The key to countering the rising anti-LGBTQ tide is building bridges, Washington Post (June 28, 2023).
With Matthew ]. Lacombe.

Two Party Georgia Oral History Project Interview, Russell Library, University of Georgia (February 17,
2023).

"Presidential Campaign Stops Remain a Double-Edged Sword," 35treams (September 15, 2021). With
Nicholas G. Napolio and Jordan Carr Peterson.

Guest appearance on WFUYV election night coverage (November 3, 2020).


http://journals.cambridge.org/action/displayAbstract?aid=9639438&fileId=S0898588X14000157
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/monkey-cage/wp/2016/04/17/bernie-sanders-thinks-the-democratic-primary-process-distorts-reality-does-history-back-this-up/
https://www.journals.uchicago.edu/doi/abs/10.1086/699336
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/monkey-cage/wp/2018/08/10/the-koch-network-attacked-trump-heres-why-hes-using-the-rnc-to-fight-back/?utm_term=.24c11b2224a4
https://scholars.org/brief/how-incumbent-presidents-including-trump-control-their-partys-national-committee-and-why-it
https://www.degruyter.com/view/j/for.2017.15.issue-4/for-2017-0042/for-2017-0042.xml?format=INT
https://www.degruyter.com/view/j/for.2017.15.issue-4/for-2017-0042/for-2017-0042.xml?format=INT
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1057/s41309-023-00194-3
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1057/s41309-023-00194-3
https://muse.jhu.edu/pub/142/article/887576
https://www.journals.uchicago.edu/doi/10.1086/699328
http://www.journals.uchicago.edu/doi/abs/10.1086/688288?journalCode=jop
http://www.journals.uchicago.edu/doi/abs/10.1086/688288?journalCode=jop
https://www.civics101podcast.org/civics-101-episodes/rncanddnc
https://newbooksnetwork.com/national-party-organizations-and-party-brands-in-american-politics
https://www.washingtonpost.com/made-by-history/2023/06/28/lgbtq-rights-organized-labor/
https://kaltura.uga.edu/media/t/1_cnq07u2u
https://medium.com/3streams/presidential-campaign-stops-remain-a-double-edged-sword-cf0350661b44
Tia Linder
Cross-Out
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Guest appearance on New Books in Political Science podcast (September 10, 2020).
Guest appearance on The Science of Politics podcast (August 12, 2020).

Trump is going back to holding rallies. He might be helping Biden. Washington Post - The Monkey Cage
(June 18, 2020). With Jordan Carr Peterson.

Participant in USC Authors meet Critics panel (w. John Aldrich, Devin Caughey, Ashley Jardina, and
Kimberley Johnson) on Republican Party Politics and the American South, 1865-1968 (May 18, 2020).

Participant in USC Book Talk on Republican Party Politics and the American South, 1865-1968 (April 30,
2020).

Guest appearance on the Bedrosian Book Club Podcast (May 19, 2020).
Guest appearance on WNYC’s Brian Lehrer Show (March 2, 2020).

The Republican Party is white and Southern. How did that happen? Washington Post - The Monkey
Cage (February 7, 2020). With Jeffery A. Jenkins.

Guest appearance on Al Jazeera’s News Hour (November 21, 2019).

Guest appearance on Prickly Politics podcast (WFUV) (November 20, 2019).
Guest appearance on CBC News live (November 14, 2019).

"No, Really, What is APD?" A House Divided (April 4, 2019).

Guest appearance on "P.S. You're Interesting" podcast, (January 30, 2019).

"How Incumbent Presidents, Including Trump, Control Their Party’s National Committee - And Why
It Matters," Scholars Strategy Network (November 1, 2018).

"Let Us Overanalyze the First 2020 Democratic Primary Poll," A House Divided (October 15, 2018).
"What happens if Kavanaugh makes it onto the Supreme Court," A House Divided (September 28, 2018).

"The DNC voted to strip superdelegates of their powers. Will it matter for 2020?" Washington Post - The
Monkey Cage (September 4, 2018).

"The Koch network attacked Trump. Here’s why he’s using the RNC to fight back," Washington Post -
The Monkey Cage (August 10, 2018).

"No, the DNC didn’t 'rig’ the Democratic primary for Hillary Clinton," Washington Post - The Monkey
Cage (November 4, 2017).

"How many votes could Hurricane Harvey cost Trump in Texas?" Washington Post - The Monkey Cage
(August 29, 2017). With Brenton D. Peterson and Jeffery A. Jenkins.

"The Democratic and Republican National Committees in the Trump Era," CLIO - Newsletter of Politics
& History, vol. 26, no. 1 (2016-2017) 9-10.

"Why there’s a battle royale to lead the Democratic Party, and what it means for the Trump era,"
Washington Post - The Monkey Cage (December 19, 2016).

"Without Tim Kaine, Hillary Clinton might have lost Virginia as well," Washington Post - The Monkey
Cage (November 17, 2016). With Brenton D. Peterson.


https://newbooksnetwork.com/b-heersink-and-j-a-jenkins-republican-party-politics-and-the-american-south-1865-1968-cambridge-up-2020/
https://www.niskanencenter.org/the-roots-of-the-parties-racial-switch/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2020/06/18/trump-is-going-back-holding-rallies-he-might-be-helping-biden/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ph0k6rHUGGk&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=boqs6zanbvk&feature=youtu.be
https://directory.libsyn.com/episode/index/id/14486291/tdest_id/1169135
https://www.wnyc.org/story/how-conventions-work
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2020/02/07/republican-party-is-white-southern-how-did-that-happen/
https://www.stitcher.com/podcast/prickly-politics/e/65422433?autoplay=true
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RiZJZ4PTWnQ&utm_source=Fordham+Master+List&utm_campaign=3863fbebee-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2019_11_15_07_34&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_808eb3c98f-3863fbebee-173239021
https://ahousedividedapd.com/2019/04/04/no-really-what-is-apd/?preview=true
https://player.fm/series/ps-youre-interesting/boris-heersink
https://scholars.org/brief/how-incumbent-presidents-including-trump-control-their-partys-national-committee-and-why-it
https://scholars.org/brief/how-incumbent-presidents-including-trump-control-their-partys-national-committee-and-why-it
http://ahousedividedapd.com/2018/10/15/let-us-overanalyze-the-first-2020-democratic-primary-poll//
http://ahousedividedapd.com/2018/09/28/what-happens-if-kavanaugh-makes-it-onto-the-supreme-court/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/monkey-cage/wp/2018/09/04/the-dnc-voted-to-strip-superdelegates-of-their-powers-will-it-matter-for-2020/?noredirect=on&utm_term=.36b1e217ef67
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/monkey-cage/wp/2018/08/10/the-koch-network-attacked-trump-heres-why-hes-using-the-rnc-to-fight-back/?utm_term=.24c11b2224a4
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/monkey-cage/wp/2017/11/04/no-the-dnc-didnt-rig-the-democratic-primary-for-hillary-clinton/?utm_term=.bb183ae6f26c
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/monkey-cage/wp/2017/08/29/how-many-votes-could-hurricane-harvey-cost-trump-in-texas/?utm_term=.7de2eb91e01f
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/monkey-cage/wp/2016/12/19/why-theres-a-battle-royale-to-lead-the-democratic-party-and-what-it-means-for-the-trump-era/?utm_term=.be82095162a3
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/monkey-cage/wp/2016/11/17/without-tim-kaine-hillary-clinton-might-have-lost-virginia-as-well/
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"The Republican Party is coming apart. Here’s what it can learn from the 1956 Democrats,” Washington
Post - The Monkey Cage (October 25, 2016).

"Reince Priebus vowed to punish Republicans who don’t support Trump. It's an empty threat," Wash-
ington Post - The Monkey Cage (September 20, 2016).

"Managing Dissent," First Year 2017 - The Miller Center (August 25, 2016).

"The Democrats are surprisingly unified. That should help Hillary Clinton," Washington Post - The
Monkey Cage (August 3, 2016). With Sidney M. Milkis.

"These 2 trends are what produced such a negative Republican National Convention," Washington Post
- The Monkey Cage (July 24, 2016). With Sidney M. Milkis.

"The Republican Party Loses Control," in John Sides and Henry Farell (eds) The Science of Trump:
Explaining the Rise of an Unlikely Candidate (2016). With Jeffery A. Jenkins.

"Vice-presidential candidates do win votes. But Mike Pence won’t help Donald Trump win the elec-
tion," Washington Post - The Monkey Cage (July 15, 2016). With Brenton D. Peterson.

"Can a Veep Candidate Guarantee His or Her Homestate?" Newsweek (June 26, 2016). With Brenton D.
Peterson.

"How a swing state running mate could help Trump or Clinton win the White House," LSE - United
States Politics and Policy (June 21, 2016). With Brenton D. Peterson.

"GOP voters picked Trump. Party leaders aren’t falling in line. Here’s why that’s surprising," Wash-
ington Post - The Monkey Cage (May 10, 2016). With Jeffery A. Jenkins.

"This research shows that vice-presidential candidates actually do win votes in their home states,"
Washington Post - The Monkey Cage (April 26, 2016). With Brenton D. Peterson.

"The Republicans’ Rules Dilemma," The New West (April 24, 2016).

"Bernie Sanders thinks the Democratic primary process 'distorts reality.” Does history back this up?"
Washington Post - The Monkey Cage (April 17, 2016). With Jeffery A. Jenkins.

"The RNC'’s secret dinner about a brokered convention is no surprise. Here’s why," Washington Post -
The Monkey Cage (December 17, 2015).

"How does the Republican Party solve a problem like Donald Trump?" Washington Post - The Monkey
Cage (August 18, 2015).

"Who Can Get Trump to Tone it Down? Reince Priebus is Trying," Washington Post - The Monkey Cage
(July 13, 2015). With Jeffery A. Jenkins.

"Gay Marriage in U.S. State Legislatures" (with Christian Short) (working paper, 2014).
"Obama’s campagne is juist niet nieuw," NRC Next (May 30, 2008).

"Campagne van Obama is niet vernieuwend," NRC Handelsblad (May 28, 2008).


https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/monkey-cage/wp/2016/10/25/the-republican-party-is-coming-apart-heres-what-it-can-learn-from-the-1956-democrats/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/monkey-cage/wp/2016/09/20/reince-priebus-vowed-to-punish-republicans-who-dont-support-trump-its-an-empty-threat/
http://firstyear2017.org/blog/managing-dissent
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/monkey-cage/wp/2016/08/03/the-democrats-are-surprisingly-unified-that-should-help-hillary-clinton/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/monkey-cage/wp/2016/07/24/these-2-trends-are-what-produced-such-a-negative-republican-national-convention/
https://www.amazon.com/Science-Trump-Explaining-Unlikely-Candidate-ebook/dp/B01IL9DTG8#navbar
https://www.amazon.com/Science-Trump-Explaining-Unlikely-Candidate-ebook/dp/B01IL9DTG8#navbar
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/monkey-cage/wp/2016/07/15/vice-presidential-candidates-do-win-votes-but-mike-pence-wont-help-donald-trump-win-the-election/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/monkey-cage/wp/2016/07/15/vice-presidential-candidates-do-win-votes-but-mike-pence-wont-help-donald-trump-win-the-election/
http://www.newsweek.com/can-veep-candidate-guarantee-his-her-home-state-474324
http://blogs.lse.ac.uk/usappblog/2016/06/21/how-a-swing-state-running-mate-could-help-trump-or-clinton-win-the-white-house
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/monkey-cage/wp/2016/05/10/its-shocking-that-gop-voters-picked-trump-but-the-partys-elites-are-waffling-what-now/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/monkey-cage/wp/2016/04/26/this-research-shows-that-vice-presidential-candidates-actually-do-win-votes-in-their-home-states/
https://thewpsa.wordpress.com/2016/04/24/the-republicans-rules-dilemma/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/monkey-cage/wp/2016/04/17/bernie-sanders-thinks-the-democratic-primary-process-distorts-reality-does-history-back-this-up/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/monkey-cage/wp/2015/12/17/the-rncs-secret-dinner-about-a-brokered-convention-is-no-surprise-heres-why/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/monkey-cage/wp/2015/08/18/how-does-the-republican-party-solve-a-problem-like-donald-trump/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/monkey-cage/wp/2015/07/13/who-can-get-trump-to-tone-it-down-reince-priebus-is-trying/
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/537e687fe4b0cabbb8f9d767/t/53d592dfe4b0ac63b7c3f271/1406505695036/Heersink+%26+Short+-+Gay+Marriage+In+US+State+Legislatures.pdf
http://www.nrc.nl/next/van/2008/mei/30/obamas-campagne-is-juist-niet-nieuw-11546443
http://www.nrc.nl/handelsblad/van/2008/mei/28/campagne-van-obama-is-niet-vernieuwend-11545581
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Teaching Experience

Fordham University
Introduction to Politics - Fall 2023; Fall 2021; Spring 2020; Fall 2018; Fall 2017

Campaigns and Elections - Fall 2023; Fall 2022; Summer 2022; Fall 2021; Summer 2021; Spring 2021;
Fall 2019; Fall 2018 ; Fall 2017

American Political Parties - Spring 2024; Fall 2022; Spring 2021; Spring 2020; Spring 2019; Spring 2018
The US Congress - Spring 2023; Fall 2019; Spring 2019
American Politics Research - Spring 2024; Spring 2023; Spring 2022

Political Institutions and Processes - Spring 2021; Spring 2019; Spring 2018

University of Virginia
Campaigns and Elections - Summer 2016

Political Parties and Interest Groups - Summer 2015

Fellowships, Grants, and Awards

Manuscript and Book Publication Award for National Party Organizations and Party Brands in American
Politics: The Democratic and Republican National Committees, 1912-2016, Fordham University (2023)

Presidential Grant, Russell Sage Foundation (2023)

Faculty Research Grant, Fordham University (2018, 2019, 2022)

Faculty Research Expense Program Award, Fordham University (2017, 2019, 2021, 2022)

Spring Centennial Research Center Research Grant, American Political Science Association (2021)

J. David Greenstone Prize for Republican Party Politics and the American South, 1865-1968, American
Political Science Association (2021 - co-winner)

V.O. Key Award for Republican Party Politics and the American South, 1865-1968, Southern Political Sci-
ence Association (2021)

Manuscript and Book Publication Award for Republican Party Politics and the American South, 1865-1968,
Fordham University (2020)

Artinian Travel Award, Southern Political Science Association (2019)

Harrell Rodgers Graduate Student Travel Scholarship, Midwest Political Science Association (2017)
Dean’s Dissertation Completion Fellowship, University of Virginia (2016-2017)

IHS Conference & Research Grant, Institute for Humane Studies (2016)

National Fellowship, Miller Center, University of Virgina (2015-2016)

APSA Annual Meeting Travel Grant, American Political Science Association (2014, 2015)

Albert J. Gallatin Research Fellowship, University of Virginia (2014)


https://static1.squarespace.com/static/537e687fe4b0cabbb8f9d767/t/65c44015ef226d13a27b0e85/1707360278008/Heersink+-+Introduction+to+Politics+-+Fall+2023+Syllabus.pdf
https://boris-heersink.squarespace.com/s/Heersink-Introduction-to-Politics-Syllabus-Fall-2021.pdf
https://boris-heersink.squarespace.com/s/Heersink-Introduction-to-Politics-Syllabus-2020-R05_V2.pdf
https://boris-heersink.squarespace.com/s/Heersink-Introduction-to-Politics-Syllabus-2018.pdf
https://boris-heersink.squarespace.com/s/Heersink-POSC-1100-R05-Introduction-to-Politics-syllabus.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/537e687fe4b0cabbb8f9d767/t/65c44039f4df1645f8c909e1/1707360313282/Heersink+-+Campaigns+and+Elections+Fall+2023.pdf
https://boris-heersink.squarespace.com/s/Heersink-Campaigns-and-Elections-Syllabus-Fall-2022.pdf
https://boris-heersink.squarespace.com/s/Heersink-Campaigns-and-Elections-Summer-2022-Syllabus.pdf
https://boris-heersink.squarespace.com/s/Heersink-Campaigns-and-Elections-Syllabus-Fall-2021.pdf
https://boris-heersink.squarespace.com/s/Campaigns-and-Elections-Summer-2021-Syllabus.pdf
https://boris-heersink.squarespace.com/s/Heersink-Campaigns-and-Elections-Syllabus-2021.pdf
https://boris-heersink.squarespace.com/s/Heersink-POSC-4216-Campaigns-and-Elections-Syllabus-Fall-2019.pdf
https://boris-heersink.squarespace.com/s/Heersink-Campaigns-and-Elections-POSC-3301-2018-Syllabus.pdf
https://boris-heersink.squarespace.com/s/Heersink-POSC-3301-R01-Campaigns-and-Elections-syllabus.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/537e687fe4b0cabbb8f9d767/t/65c44056a5869c25da4e209e/1707360342835/Heersink+-+American+Political+Parties+Syllabus+2024.pdf
https://boris-heersink.squarespace.com/s/Heersink-American-Political-Parties-Syllabus-2022.pdf
https://boris-heersink.squarespace.com/s/Heersink-American-Political-Parties-Syllabus-2021.pdf
https://boris-heersink.squarespace.com/s/Heersink-American-Political-Parties-Syllabus-2020.pdf
https://boris-heersink.squarespace.com/s/Heersink-POSC-3215-American-Political-Parties.pdf
https://boris-heersink.squarespace.com/s/POSC-3215-American-Political-Parties.pdf
https://boris-heersink.squarespace.com/s/Heersink-POSC-3214-The-US-Congress-Syllabus-Spring-2023.pdf
https://boris-heersink.squarespace.com/s/POSC-3214-The-US-Congress-Syllabus-Fall-2019.pdf
https://boris-heersink.squarespace.com/s/POSC-3214-The-US-Congress-Syllabus.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/537e687fe4b0cabbb8f9d767/t/65c440abef226d13a27b35b3/1707360427654/Heersink+-+POSC+4305+-+American+Politics+Research+Spring+2024.pdf
https://boris-heersink.squarespace.com/s/Heersink-POSC-4305-American-Politics-Research-Spring-2023.pdf
https://boris-heersink.squarespace.com/s/Heersink-POSC-4305-American-Politics.pdf
https://boris-heersink.squarespace.com/s/Heersink-Campaigns-and-Elections-Syllabus-2021.pdf
https://boris-heersink.squarespace.com/s/POSC-5130-Spring-2019.pdf
https://boris-heersink.squarespace.com/s/POSC-5130-Political-Institutions-and-Processes.pdf
https://boris-heersink.squarespace.com/s/Heersink-PLAP-3500-Syllabus-Campaigns-and-Elections.pdf
https://boris-heersink.squarespace.com/s/PLAP-3210-Political-Parties-and-Interest-Groups.pdf
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Prestage-Cook Travel Award, Southern Political Science Association (2014)

Robert J. Huskey Travel Fellowship, University of Virginia (2013)

Arts Humanities and Social Sciences Summer Research Award, University of Virginia (2013)
Presidential Fellowship, University of Virginia (2011-2015)

Fulbright fellowship (2008)

Prins Bernhard Cultuurfonds grant (2008)

VSB Fonds grant (2008)

Dr. Hendrik Muller’s Vaderlandsch Fonds grant (2008)

Conference Participation and Invited Talks

"The Granges, the Laborers, and the Farmers Are Our Only Hope": The Women's Suffrage Movement’s
Alliances with Farm and Labor Interests." With Matthew J. Lacombe. Paper presented at the Annual
Meeting of the American Political Science Association (September 2024).

"The Role of Partnerships in the Political Emergence of Groups: Evangelical Christians and the New
Right." With Matthew J. Lacombe. Paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the American Political
Science Association (September 2023).

"Unexpected Group Alliances: Early Partnerships Between LGBT Activists & Workers." With Matthew
J. Lacombe. Paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the American Political Science Association
(September 2022).

"Patronage, Corruption, and the Republican Party in the U.S. South: The Senate Investigation into
the Sale of Federal Office in the Late-1920s." With Jeffery A. Jenkins. Paper presented at the Annual
Meeting of the Midwest Political Science Association (April 2022).

"Power in a Union: Tracing the Creation of the Alliance Between LGBT Activists and Labor Unions
in the U.S. and the U.K." With Matthew ]. Lacombe. Paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the
American Political Science Association (September 2021).

"The Mixed Effects of Presidential Domestic Travel on Approval." With Jeffrey E. Cohen. Paper pre-
sented at the American Politics Workshop at the University of Wisconsin, Madison (February 2021).

"Measuring Democratic and Republican National Committee Activity Quantitatively." Paper presented
at the Annual Meeting of the Southern Political Science Association (January 2020).

"Measuring Democratic and Republican National Committee Activity Quantitatively." Paper presented
at the Annual Meeting of the American Political Science Association (August 2019).

"The End of Federal Patronage and Its Effect on Southern GOP Organizations.” With Jeffery A. Jenkins
and Nicholas G. Napolio. Paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the American Political Science
Association (August 2019).

"Measuring Democratic and Republican National Committee Activity Across Time: A Quantitative
Approach." Paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the Midwest Political Science Association (April
2019).
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"Actual Fake News: The Effects of Professional News Anchors’ Participation in Popular Entertainment
Television." With Emily Sydnor. Paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the Southern Political
Science Association (April 2019).

"Black-and-Tans and Lily-Whites: The Racial Composition of the Republican Party in the South after
Reconstruction.” Paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the Southern Political Science Association
(January 2019).

"National Party Organizations and Electoral Realignment: The Democratic and Republican National
Committees” Southern Strategies, 1948-1968." Paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the Midwest
Political Science Association (April 2018).

"What's your excuse? Effects of Personal and Political Justifications for Flip-Flopping." With Daniel
Folsom and Emily Sydnor. Paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the Midwest Political Science
Association (April 2018).

"Trump and the Party-in-Organization: Presidential Control of National Party Organizations," Paper
presented at the "Parties and Partisanship in the Age of Trump" symposium at the Bedrosian Center at
the University of Southern California February 2018).

"Exploring the Rise of the Republican Party in the South: The Emergence of Operation Dixie, 1932-
1968." With Jeffery A. Jenkins. Paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the Southern Political Science
Association (January 2018).

"Mobilization and Counter-Mobilization: The Mixed Effects of Campaign Visits in the 2016 U.S. Pres-
idential Election." With Brenton D. Peterson. Paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the Southern
Political Science Association (January 2018).

"Revisting the Effect of Campaign Visits with Synthetic Controls." With Brenton D. Peterson. Paper
pesented at the Annual Meeting of the Midwest Political Science Association (April 2017).

"Republican Party Politics in the American South: The Black-and-Tans vs. Lily Whites Conflict under
Jim Crow, 1896-1932." With Jeffery A. Jenkins. Paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the Midwest
Political Science Association (April 2017).

"Truman Defeats Dewey: The Effect of Campaign Visits on Election Outcomes." With Brenton D. Pe-
terson. Paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the Southern Political Science Association (January
2017).

"Redemption and Republican Politics in the South." With Jeffery A. Jenkins. Paper presented at the
Annual Meeting of the Southern Political Science Association (January 2017).

"National Committees and Party Brands in American Politics." Paper presented at the Annual Meeting
of the American Political Science Association (September 2016).

"Black-and Tans vs. Lily-Whites: the South and Republican Conventions, 1872-1948." With Jeffery
A. Jenkins. Paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the American Political Science Association
(September 2016).

"Beyond Service: National Party Organizations and Party Brands in American Politics." Paper pre-
sented at the Policy History Conference (June 2016).

"Republican Party Politics and the American South: From Reconstruction to Redemption, 1865-1880."
With Jeffery A. Jenkins. Paper presented at the Policy History Conference (June 2016).
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"High Water Everywhere: The Great Mississippi Flood and Herbert Hoover’s Success in the South."
With Jeffery A. Jenkins and Brenton D. Peterson. Paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the
Midwest Political Science Association (April 2016).

"Exploring the Rise of the Republican Party in the South: The Emergence of Project Dixie, 1952-1968."
With Jeffery A. Jenkins. Paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the Midwest Political Science
Association (April 2016).

"Building a Conservative Party Brand: the Republican National Committee and Republican Party
Building, 1960-1980." Paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the Midwest Political Science Associ-
ation (April 2016).

"Building a Conservative Majority: The Republican National Committee and Republican Party Build-
ing, 1960-1980." Paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the Southern Political Science Association
(January 2016).

"Republican Party Politics and the American South: From Reconstruction to Redemption, 1865-1880."
With Jeffery A. Jenkins. Paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the Southern Political Science
Association (January 2016).

"Building a Conservative Majority: The Republican National Committee and Republican Party Build-
ing, 1960-1980." Paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the Northeastern Political Science Associa-
tion (November 2015).

"Through Seneca Falls and Selma and Stonewall: Barack Obama and the Gay Rights Movement." With
Sidney M. Milkis. Paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the American Political Science Association
(September 2015).

"Process Tracing as Three-Cornered Fights." With Michael Poznansky. Paper presented at the Annual
Meeting of the American Political Science Association (September 2015).

"The Black and Tans vs. Whites Conflict: Southern Delegates in the Republican Party, 1880-1928." With
Jeffery A. Jenkins. Paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the Midwest Political Science Association
(April 2015).

"Beyond Service: How National Party Organizations Influence Party Brands." Paper presented at the
Annual Meeting of the Midwest Political Science Association (April 2015).

"Process Tracing in Practice: A Combined Approach." With Michael Poznansky. Paper presented at the
International Studies Association 56th Annual Convention (February 2015).

"Beyond Service: How National Party Organizations Influence Party Brands." Paper presented at the
Annual Meeting of the Southern Political Science Association (January 2015).

"Beyond Service: How National Party Organizations Influence Party Brands." Paper presented at the
Annual Meeting of the Northeastern Political Science Association (November 2014).

"Building A National Party: Critical Antecedents and the Expansion of American National Party Or-
ganizations." Paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the American Political Science Association
(August 2014).

"Southern Delegates and Republican National Convention Politics, 1880-1928." With Jeffery Jenkins.
Paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the Midwest Political Science Association (April 2014).

"The Effect of Party Brand and Public Opinion on the Success of Gay Marriage Bills in U.S. State
Legislatures." With Christian Short. Paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the Midwest Political
Science Association (April 2014)
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"Building The Party: The Rise of National Party Organizations In the United States." Paper presented
at the Southern Political Science Association Conference (January 2014).

Service

Institutional Service

Associate Chair of Undergraduate Studies, Department of Political Science (Rose Hill), Fordham Uni-
versity (Fall 2021, Fall 2023; Fall 2024 - currently)

Social Media Coordinator, Department of Political Science, Fordham University (2018 - currently)
Faculty advisor student Summer Research program, Fordham University (2024)

Co-chair Adjunct Hiring Norms Committee, Department of Political Science, Fordham University
(2024)

Member Merit Committee, Department of Political Science, Fordham University (2023; 2024)
Member Fulbright Campus Review Committee (2023; 2024)

Member Faculty Mentor Steering Committee, Fordham University (2022-2023)

Member Faculty Onboarding Committee, Department of Political Science, Fordham University (2023)

Member American Politics search committee, Department of Political Science, Fordham University
(Fall 2022)

Member Faculty Research Expense Program Selection Committee, Department of Political Science,
Fordham University (2018, 2019, 2022)

Core adviser first year students, Fordham University (2019-2020; 2021-2022)
Organizer "American Forum" lecture series, Fordham University (2017 - 2021)

Member GSAS/GSA Student Support Grant Selection Committee, Fordham University (2018, 2019,
2020)

Member Andrew Carnegie Fellows Program Internal Review Committee, Fordham University (2020)

Member admission committee Elections and Campaign Management MA program, Fordham Univer-
sity (2018 - 2020)

Member International Relations search committee, Department of Political Science, Fordham Univer-
sity (2017 - 2018)

Organizer Qualitative Methods Working Group, Department of Politics, University of Virginia (2016)
Organizer Graduate Student Brown Bag Series, Department of Politics, University of Virginia (2015)

American Politics member graduate council Department of Politics, University of Virginia (2015)
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Professional Service
Member editorial board Journal of Political Institutions and Political Economy (2023-currently).
Key votes advisor Vote Smart (2023-currently).

Discussant "Legislative Leviathan 30th Anniversary Conference, University of Southern California (Au-
gust, 2023).

Member ]. David Greenstone Prize committee for best book in history and politics, American Political
Science Association (2022).

Discussant "Remember last time? Papers about the 2016 election,” Annual Meeting of the Southern
Political Science Association (January 2020).

Discussant "Race and Southern Politics,” Annual Meeting of the Southern Political Science Association
(January 2020).

Discussant "Presidents as Party Leaders,"” Annual Meeting of the Southern Political Science Association
(January 2020).

Discussant "LGBTQ Public Opinion and Media,” Annual Meeting of the Midwest Political Science
Association (April 2019).

Discussant "Parties, Elections, and State Building," Annual Meeting of the Midwest Political Science
Association (April 2019).

Discussant Causal Inference & American Political Development conference, University of Southern
California (January 2019).

Discussant "Parties, Campaigns, and Elections in APD," Annual Meeting of the Midwest Political Sci-
ence Association (April 2018).

Discussant and chair "American Political Culture: Historical and Theoretical Perspectives,” Annual
Meeting of the Southern Political Science Association (January 2018).

Discussant "Policy Change and the Politics of Legislative, Executive, and Judicial Power," Annual Meet-
ing of the Southern Political Science Association (January 2018).

Mentor in Fulbright Mentor Program (2010)

Manuscript Reviewer

American Journal of Political Science, American Politics Research, American Political Science Review, Cambridge
University Press, Congress & the Presidency, Electoral Studies, Environmental Politics, The Journal of Historical
Political Economy, The Journal of the Gilded Age and Progressive Era, Journal of Political Institutions and Political
Economy, The Journal of Politics, Legislative Studies Quarterly, Oxford University Press, Party Politics, Perspec-
tives on Politics, Policy Studies, Political Studies Review, Political Behavior, Political Studies, Political Research
Quarterly, Politics, Presidential Studies Quarterly, PS: Political Science & Politics, Routledge, Social Science
Quarterly, State Politics & Policy Quarterly, Studies in American Political Development, W.W. Norton.

Additional Training

Insitute for Qualitative and Multi-Method Research (IQMR) at Syracuse University (2014).

Last updated: September 5, 2024



