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H. Shellae Versey 

Fordham University 

Department of Psychology 

441 E. Fordham Road, Bronx, NY 10458 

W: verseylab.com  |  P: 718-817-3790
 
 

EDUCATION 

 

PhD Psychology  

University of Michigan, Department of Psychology 

 

MS Epidemiological Sciences 

University of Michigan, School of Public Health 

 

MPH Sociomedical Sciences 

Columbia University, Mailman School of Public Health 
 

BS Biology   

Tuskegee University, College of Arts and Sciences 
 
 

EMPLOYMENT 

 

 

2023 – present    Associate Professor 

    Department of Psychology 

    Fordham University, Bronx, NY 

 

2020 – present    Affiliated Faculty Member | African and African American Studies 

    Department of African and African American Studies 

    Bronx African American History Project 

    Fordham University, Bronx, NY 
 

2020 – 2023    Assistant Professor 

    Department of Psychology 

    Fordham University, Bronx, NY 

 

2015 – 2020    Assistant Professor 

    Department of Psychology 

    Department of African American Studies | College of the Environment (Affiliated) 

    Wesleyan University, Middletown, CT 

    

2014 – 2015   Adjunct Assistant Professor 

    School of Social Work, Health and Policy 
Columbia University, New York, NY  
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2012 – 2014    NIH/NIMH T32 Postdoctoral Trainee 

Institute for Health, Health Care Policy and Aging Research  
    Rutgers University, New Brunswick, NJ  

 

2011 – 2012   Visiting Assistant Professor 

Department of Psychology 

Haverford College, Haverford, PA 

 

 

OTHER PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 

 

2012 – 2013   Research Consultant, African American Brain-Health Initiative 

Center for Molecular and Behavioral Neuroscience 

Rutgers University-Newark, Newark, NJ    

 

2004 – 2011    Graduate Research Assistant, University of Michigan 

Graduate School of Arts & Sciences, Department of Psychology 

School of Public Health, Center for Social Epidemiology and Population Health 
School of Public Health, Department of Health Policy and Management 

University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, MI  

 

 

PEER-REVIEWED JOURNAL PUBLICATIONS 

 
* Indicates student co-author  † Published under Fordham University affiliation 

 

Versey, H. S. (Accepted). Housing, environmental justice, and the case of the Stop Cop City Movement: A structural 

intersectional approach to housing equity. 
 

Sabik, N., & Versey, H. S. (Accepted). Reframing structural and fundamental causes of health disparities: Towards a critical 

intersectional approach. 
 

Versey, H. S. (In press). Photovoice: A method to interrogate reflexivity, positionality, and critical self-reflection. The 

Qualitative Report. 

 

Colson-Fearon, B.*, & Versey, H. S. (2022). Urban agriculture as a means to food sovereignty? A case study of Baltimore city 

residents. International Journal of Environmental and Public Health Research, 19(19), 12752. DOI: 10.3390/ijerph191912752 

 

Versey, H. S., & Russell, C.* † (2022). Magnifying inequity: The impact of COVID-19 and housing insecurity on lower-income 

Black women. Journal of Social Issues. DOI:10.1111/josi.12555 

 

Versey, H. S.† (2022). Gentrification, health, and intermediate pathways: How distinct inequality mechanisms impact health 

disparities. Housing Policy Debate. DOI: 10.1080/10511482.2022.2123249 

 

Versey, H. S. † (2022). Disproportionate risk at both ends: Housing, health, and systems of exposure. Invited manuscript for 

Perspectives in Biology and Medicine, 65(2), 283-294. DOI: 10.1353/pbm.2022.0024 
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Jackson, A.,* Colson-Fearon, B.,* & Versey, H. S.† (2022). Intersectional invisibility and social support during college 

transition among first-generation women of color. Psychology of Women Quarterly, 46(3), 354-371. DOI: 
10.1177/03616843221106087 

 

Reyes, L., Versey, H. S., & Yeh, J.† (2022). Emancipatory visions: Using visual methods to co-construct knowledge with older 

adults. The Gerontologist. 62(10), 1402-1408. DOI:10.1093/geront/gnac046 

 

Versey, H. S. † (2022). Can mobile methods bridge psychology, health, and place-based research? Qualitative Psychology, 

9(2), 156-170. DOI: 10.1037/qup0000187.  

 

Versey, H. S., Murad, S.,* McPhee, I.,* & Schwarz, W.*† (2022). A Bridging-Community (ABC) Project: A social participation 

intervention to build community among resettled refugees in Boston. Journal of International Migration and Integration. DOI: 

10.1007/s12134-021-00908-z 

 

Versey, H. S.† (2021). Perceptions of community among suburban and urban-dwelling adults aging in place. Journal of Aging 

Studies, 59. DOI: 10.1016/j.jaging.2021.100969 
 

Rogers, L. O., & Versey, H. S., & Cielto, J.* † (2021). “They’re always gonna notice my natural hair”: Examining hair to 

operationalizing intersectionality in the identities of Black adolescent girls. Qualitative Psychology. DOI: 10.1037/qup0000208 

 

Versey, H. S.† (2021). The impending eviction cliff: Housing insecurity during COVID-19. American Journal of Public Health, 

111(8), e1-e5. DOI: 10.2105/AJPH.2021.306353 

 

Versey, H. S. † (2021). Missing pieces in the discourse on climate change, risk, and vulnerability: An intersectional analysis. 
Policy Insights from the Behavioral and Brain Sciences, 8(1), 67-75. DOI: 10.1177/2372732220982628. 

 

Murad, S.* & Versey, H. S. † (2021). Barriers to leisure-time social participation and community integration among Syrian and 

Iraqi refugees. Leisure Studies, 40(3), 378-391. DOI: 10.1080/02614367.2020.1862281. 
 

Versey, H. S., † Kakar, S. A.,* John-Vanderpool, S. D.,* Sanni, M. O.,* & Willems, P. S.* (2020). Correlates of affective 

empathy, perspective taking, and generativity among a sample of adults. Journal of Community Psychology, 48(8), 2474-

2490. DOI: 10.1002/jcop.22433. 

 

Versey, H. S.,† & Tan, M.* (2020). Negative work-family conflict predicts metabolic syndrome over a 10-year period. Journal of 

Health Psychology, 25(10-11): 1771-1783. DOI: 10.1177/1359105318764014.  
 

Versey, H. S., & Murad, S.,* Willems, P. S.,* &  Sanni, M. O.* (2019). Beyond housing: Perceptions of indirect displacement, 

displacement risk, and aging precarity as challenges to aging in place in gentrifying cities. International Journal of 
Environmental and Public Health Research, 16, 4633. DOI: 10.3390/ijerph16234633.  

 

Versey, H. S., Cogburn, C. D., Wilkins, C. L., & Joseph, N.* (2019). Appropriated racial oppression: Considering the impact on 

health for Whites and Blacks. Social Science & Medicine, 230, 295-302. DOI: 10.1016/j.socscimed.2019.03.014. 

 
Versey, H. S. (2018). A tale of two Harlems: Gentrification, social capital, and implications for aging in place. Social Science & 

Medicine, 214, 1-11. DOI: 10.1016/j.socscimed.2018.07.024. 

 

Versey, H. S. (2017). Caregiving and women’s health: Toward an intersectional approach. Women’s Health Issues, 27(2), 

117-120. DOI: 10.1016/j.whi.2017.01.009.  
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Versey, H. S., & Curtin, N. (2016). The differential impact of discrimination on health among Black and White women. Social 

Science and Research, 57, 99-115. DOI:10.1016/j.ssresearch.2015.12.012.  
 

Sabik, N., & Versey, H. S. (2016). Functional limitations, body perceptions and negative health outcomes among older African 

American women. Cultural, Diversity & Ethnic Minority Psychology, 22(4), 594-601. DOI: 10.1037/cdp0000106.  

 

Versey, H. S. (2015). Managing work and family: Do control strategies help?  Developmental Psychology, 51(11), 1672-1681. 

DOI: 10.1037/a0039607.  

 

Versey, H. S. (2014). Centering perspectives on Black women, hair politics and physical activity. American Journal of Public  
Health, 5(104), 810-815.  DOI: 10.2105/AJPH.2013.301675.  - Recipient of the AJPH 2014 Paper of the Year Award 

 

Versey, H. S., & Newton, N. J. (2013). Generativity and productive pursuits: Pathways to successful aging in late midlife  

African American and White women. Journal of Adult Development, 20(4),185-196.  DOI: 10.1007/s10804-013-9170-x.  

 

Versey, H. S., Stewart, A. J., & Duncan, L. E. (2013). Successful aging in late midlife: The role of personality among 

college-educated women. Journal of Adult Development, 20(2), 63-75. DOI: 10.1007/s10804-013-9157-7.  

 

Versey, H. S., & Kaplan, G. A. (2012). Mediation and moderation of the association between cynical hostility and systolic  

blood pressure in low-income women. Health Education and Behavior, 39(2), 219-228. DOI: 10.1177/1090198111414884.  

 

 

CHAPTERS IN EDITED VOLUMES  

 
† Published under Fordham University affiliation 

 

Osborne, T., Morgado, P., Paiva, D., & Versey, H. S. † (2023). Wearable biosensors: An agenda for digital embodied 

methods. In P. Jones & T. Osborne (Eds.) Digital Geographies. Sage: London. 

 

Lodi-Smith, J., Mitchell, L., Versey, H. S., Newton, N. J., & Whitbourne, S. K. † (2023). The pedagogical value of 

psychobiography as illustrated by an examination of Eriksonian psychosocial development in the life of Flora Tristan. In C-H. 

Mayer, R. van Niekerk, P.J. Fouché, & J.G. Ponterotto (Eds.). Beyond Weird: Psychobiography in Times of Transcultural and 

Transdisciplinary Perspectives. 

 

Versey, H. S., & Throne, R. † (2020). A critical review of Gullah Geechee midlife women and heirs’ property challenges along 

the Gullah Geechee Cultural Heritage Corridor.  In G. N. T. Hasnat & M. K. Hossain (Eds.), Examining international land use 

policies, changes, and conflicts (pp. 46-64). DOI: 10.4018/978-1-7998-4372-6. 
 

Versey, H. S. (2015).  Activity theory. In S. K Whitbourne (Ed.), Encyclopedia of Adulthood and Aging. Wiley-Blackwell. 

 

 

MANUSCRIPTS UNDER REVIEW   

 

Efird, C. R., Versey, H. S., & Wilkins, C. L. (Under review). Whiteness hurts society: How whiteness shapes mental, physical, 

and social health outcomes 

 

Versey, H. S., Reyes, L., & Yeh, J. (Under review). From Root Shock to Urban Alchemy: The (re)making of urban space 

through the lens of Black older women. 

Versey, H. S. (Under review). Aging with dementia in Black communities: Intersectionality and overlooked narratives. 
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Versey, H. S., Ganapathy, R.,* & Rangel, J.* (Under revision). Freshly squeezed out: Gentrification and food access. A case 

study of spatial dissimilarity in the Chicago Metropolitan Area.  

 

Versey, H. S. (Under revision). Are older workers less likely to experience negative spillover between work and family over 

time? 

 

Versey, H. S. (Under revision). Finding place, power, and psychology in gentrification research. 

 

Colson-Fearon, B.*, & Versey, H. S. (Under revision). Spatial dissimilarities in food sources in the Baltimore Metropolitan 

Area: A study of foodscapes in three Maryland communities. 
 

Versey, H. S. (In preparation). Why here? Why now? A case study of uneven green development and funding gentrification in 

New York City. 
 

Versey, H. S., & Raby, S. (In preparation). The triple threat of living in low-income housing during COVID-19.  

 

Versey, H. S., and Sabik, N. (In preparation). Are the stakes equally high? High-effort versus high-risk activism among 

emerging adults. 

 

Versey, H. S., & Sabik, N., & Karvay, Y.* (In preparation). Perceived access to healthy food and affordable housing among 

Black women – does social class matter? 

 

Versey, H. S., Reyes, L., & Yeh, J. (In preparation). Black placemaking: The body, home, and public space through the lens of 

older women. 

 

Versey, H. S., & Gibbons, J. (In preparation). Aging alone (while Black): Living alone, loneliness, and health among older, 

Black women.  
 

 

PUBLIC ENGAGMENT | COVERAGE IN POPULAR PRESS/MEDIA  

 

Research featured in: 

 

“Highlights from a special Issue on gentrification and health” Housing Policy Debate Blog, March, 2023. 
 

“Forever young: Seniors dance in the Bronx.” Village Voice, November 2021. 

 

“2020 Census: Data reveals a more adult Harlem with fewer families.” The Uptowner, October 2021. 

 
“What is emotional labor?” VeryWellMind, September 2021.  

 

“Cultivating cultures of sustainability.” APS Psychological Science, April 2021. 

 

“Shifting focus internalization to appropriation of racial oppression.” Race, Research & Policy Portal, February 2021. 
 

“How to unlearn racism.” Scientific American, October 2020. 

 

“Knotless box braids are in – but braids aren’t a trend.” Nylon, February 2020. 

https://www.housingpolicyblog.org/
https://www.villagevoice.com/2021/11/24/forever-young-seniors-dance-in-the-bronx/
http://theuptowner.org/2020-census-data-reveals-a-more-adult-harlem-with-fewer-families/
https://www.verywellmind.com/what-is-emotional-labor-5193184#:~:text=Emotional%20labor%20is%20unpaid%2C%20often,others%20to%20keep%20them%20happy.
https://www.psychologicalscience.org/observer/cultivating-cultures-sustainability
https://rrapp.hks.harvard.edu/shifting-focus-from-internalization-to-appropriation-of-racial-oppression/#0
https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/how-to-unlearn-racism/
https://www.nylon.com/beauty/knotless-box-braids-evolution
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“Research-based strategies for better balance.” APA Monitor, August 2016. 

 

 

GRANT FUNDING: AWARDED AND SUBMITTED 

 
 † Awarded at Fordham University  

 

Project Title: Community Innovation Lab: Countering Gentrification † 

| Role: Co-Principal Investigator, Northeastern University, City to City (C2C) Policy Fellows and Seed Grant 

 

Project Title: Biomarker Evaluation in Young Onset Dementia from Diverse Populations (BEYONDD) † 

| Role: Co-Investigator, National Institutes of Health (NIH) 1R56AG075744-01A1 

 

Project Title: Intersectionality and Antiracism as Critical Praxis in Psychology † 

| Role: Course Instructor, Teaching Race Across the Curriculum (TRAC) Grant at Fordham 

 

Project Title: Weeded Out: The Exclusion/Invisibility of Older Adults in Cannabis Research † 

| Role: Principal Investigator, Fordham University Interdisciplinary Research Award  

 

Project Title: Interdisciplinary Incubator in Philosophy, Psychology, and Women Gender and Sexuality Studies † 

| Role: Course Instructor, Faculty Interdisciplinary Grant, Office of the Dean of the Faculty of Arts and Sciences 

 

Project Title: Gentrification in NYC: The Psychology of Place, Power, and Social Justice † 

| Role: Course Instructor, Faculty Interdisciplinary Grant, Office of the Dean of the Faculty of Arts and Sciences 

 

Project Title: RWJF Wesleyan Media Project †   

| Role: Consultant, Project Period 05/2020-09/2022, Wesleyan University 

 

Project Title: Exploring the Impact of Gentrification on Health Among Lower-income, Older Adults † 

| Role: Principal Investigator, Project Period: 07/2021- 5/2022, Faculty Research Grant, Fordham University  

 

Project Title: Communities in Crisis:  Mental Health and Displacement  

| Role: Principal Investigator, Project Period: 08/2018- 5/2019, College of Environment Research Grant, Wesleyan University  

 

Project Title: Narratives on Gentrification Expanded:  The Impact on Urban-Suburban and Rural Regions 

| Role: Principal Investigator, Project Period: 08/2018- 5/2019, Student-Faculty Research Grant, Wesleyan University  

 

Project Title: Narratives on Gentrification  

| Role: Principal Investigator, Period: 07/2017- 06/2018, Grants in Support of Science, Wesleyan University  

 

Project Title: The Metabolic Syndrome and Health Trajectories Among African Americans 

| Role: Principal Investigator, Period: 07/2013- 06/2015, NIMH Health Disparities Research Loan Repayment Program  

 

Project Title: NIH T32 Training Program - Mental Health Services and Systems Research 

| Role: T32 Postdoctoral Trainee, Period: 06/2012-06/2014, NIMH 

 

Project Title: An Exploratory Analysis of Healthy Aging Outcomes in African American Women 

| Role: Principal Investigator, Period: 8/2010 – 12/2010, Joan Kessler Grant for Research on Women/University of Michigan 

https://www.apa.org/monitor/2016/07-08/sidebar-balance


Curriculum Vitae | 2023 
 

Shellae Versey ⬥ CV ⬥ Page 7  

 

Project Title: Successful Aging: Untold Narratives of Older Women 

| Role: Principal Investigator, Period: 06/2009 – 08/2009, Institute for Research on Women and Gender/University of Michigan  

 

Project Title: Personal and Chronic Stressors in the Lives of Low-Income Women  

| Role: F31 Pre-doctoral Trainee (PI: George A. Kaplan; P50 HD 38986), Project Period: 06/2005 - 6/2007, NICHD 

 

PROPOSALS SUBMITTED (NOT FUNDED) 

 

Robert Wood Johnson Foundation Interdisciplinary Research Leadership Program (2022) 

Project Title: Gentrification and Displacement: Addressing Neighborhood Health Inequities Through Anti-Displacement  

 

National Science Foundation (2022) 

Project Title: Bringing Erikson into the Modern Era - A Longitudinal Study of Psychosocial Development across Race/Ethnicity  

 

Teaching Race Across the Curriculum (TRAC) Grant at Fordham University (2022) 

Project Title: Racism: The Embodiment of Racial Inequality and Health 

 

Carnegie Foundation (2021) 

Project Title: Can we use emotion to articulate cities? 

 

Templeton Foundation: Science and the Big Questions (2021) 

Project Title: Dementia-friendliness as virtue and practice for aging societies 

 

RRF Foundation for Aging (2021) 

Project Title: Toxic soup? Neighborhood and indoor environmental quality of lower-income seniors 

 

Russell Sage Foundation: Pipeline Grants Competition (2019) 

Project Title: Exploring the impact of gentrification on health among lower-Income, older adults 

 

 

FELLOWSHIPS, HONORS AND AWARDS 

 

National Fellowships 

2012-2014 NIH/NIMH Aging and Health T32 Fellowship  

2005-2007 NIH/NICHD Minority Diversity Supplement Fellowship  

 

Professional Awards/Honors 

2023 City to City (C2C) Policy Fellows and Seed Grant Award recipient 

2020 Awardee, SPSSI 2020 Teaching Resources Prize* 

2016 Selected Scholar, Health Equity Leadership Institute, University of Wisconsin-Madison 
2015 Wesleyan College of Environment, Think Tank Fellow – Urban Engagement & the Urban Environment 

2014 American Journal of Public Health Paper of the Year Award recipient 

2014 Robert Wood Johnson Foundation Summer Symposia Participant 

2014 Early Career Scholar Award, University of Pennsylvania Work-Family Research Network 

2013 Fellow, American Psychological Association Minority Fellowship Program Summer Institute 
2013 Fellow, AcademyHealth/AETNA Minority Scholars Program 

2013 Fellow, University of Pennsylvania Work-Family Research Scholars Program  

2013 Selected Junior Investigator Participant, Summer Research Institute in Geriatric Mental Health 
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2013 Selected Junior Investigator Participant, Michigan Center for Urban African American Aging Research 

2012 Scholar, Butler-Williams NIH/NIA Summer Institute on Aging Research Program 
 
 

TEACHING & MENTORING  

 

Course Instructor 

FA 2020-present Assistant Professor, Fordham University, Dept of Psychology – Social Psychology, Research Methods 
SP 2017-2020 Assistant Professor, Wesleyan University, Dept of Psychology – Community Psychology, Research  

FA 2015-2020 Assistant Professor, Wesleyan University, Dept of Psychology – Healthy Places: Research & Policy 

SP 2015 Adjunct Assistant Professor, Rutgers University, Bloustein School Planning/Policy – Health Disparities 

FA 2014 Adjunct Assistant Professor, Columbia University, SSW – Health Policy and the Health Care System 

2011-2012 V. Assistant Professor, Haverford College, Dept of Psychology – Health and Critical Psychology 
 
Thesis Advising  *Indicates High Honors awarded 

2022 Thesis Advisor:  Okie Nwakanma (M.S. in Psychology, Fordham University) 
2022 Thesis Advisor Brionna Colson-Fearon* (Department of Psychology, Wesleyan University) 

2022 Thesis Advisor Arianna Jackson (Department of Psychology, Wesleyan University) 

 

2020 Thesis Advisor:  Paul Willems (Department of Psychology, Wesleyan University) 

2020 Thesis Advisor:  Saakshi Kakar (Department of Psychology, Wesleyan University) 
2019 Thesis Advisor: Emma Ritter (College of Environment, Wesleyan University) 

2018 Thesis Advisor: Hailey Broughton-Jones* (Africana & African American Studies, Wesleyan University) 

2018 Thesis Advisor: Ariana Lewis (Department of Psychology, Wesleyan University) 

2018 Thesis Advisor: Lu Imbriono (Department of Psychology, Wesleyan University) 

2018 Thesis Advisor: Serene Murad* (Department of Psychology, Wesleyan University) 
2019 Research Advisor: Isobel McPhee and Willa Schwartz (College of Environment, Wesleyan University) 

2019 Research Advisor:  Simone Vanderpool (Department of Psychology, Wesleyan University) 

2018 Research Mentor:  Kelly Lam (Doris Duke Conservation Scholars Program, University of Michigan) 

2017 Research Mentor:  Guilu Murphy (Doris Duke Conservation Scholars Program, University of Michigan) 

 

Mentoring | Student Awards and Fellowships 
† Mentored under Fordham University affiliation 

 

Izzy Sheck †  2022 Fordham University Graduate Council - Student Support Grant 

Brionna Colson-Fearon †  2022 Clendenin Prize in Biology 

Nicole St. Jacques†   2022 Sigma Xi Scientific Research Society Inductee 

Okie Nwakanma †  2021 American Psychological Foundation/COGDOP Graduate Student Scholarship 

Okie Nwakanma †  2021 Society for the Psychological Study of Social Issues (SPSSI) Clara Mayo Award  

Arianna Jackson †   2021 Grants in Support of Scholarship Fellowship 

Brionna Colson-Fearon †  2021 Summer Research Fellowship from the College of the Environment 

Brionna Colson-Fearon †  2021 McNair Scholar/Summer Research 

Paul Willems   2020 Walkey Prize in Psychology for Outstanding Independent Research 

Saakshi Kakar   2020 Thorndike Prize in Psychology for Outstanding Honors Research 

Serene Murad   2018/19 Best Poster in Psychological Research, Psychology Research Symposium 

Serene Murad   2018 Patricelli Social Entrepreneurship Seed Grant Finalist 

Serene Murad   2017 Holzberg Fellowship Award 
Serene Murad   2017 Refugee Response Grant Award 
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SELECTED INVITED TALKS & COLLOQUIA 

 

 

Fordham University, Center for Community Engaged Learning (2023). Neighborhood health in the Bronx: Emancipatory 

futures and the #Not62 Initiative. Roundtable panelist, April 27, 2023. 
 

UCSF Emancipatory Sciences Lab (2023). Food justice research and emancipatory lab practices. Invited speaker for 

podcast series, EDGES: Engaging Dialogues Generating Emancipatory Sciences, April 21, 2023. 

 

Fordham University Sigma Xi Induction (2023). Urban agriculture, sustainability, and food justice: A case study of food 

sovereignty in Baltimore, Maryland. Invited speaker, March 30, 2023. 

 

SPSP Sustainability Pre-conference (2023). Urban agriculture and sustainability: A case study of the feasibility of food 

sovereignty. Invited panelist, February 22, 2023. 
 

Oregon Health & Science University (2022). When social neuroscience meets environmental psychology: A love story. 

Invited speaker to Department of Neurology Visiting Speaker Series. Invited colloquium speaker, virtual event. June 1, 2022. 

 

PreSERVE Coalition for African American Memory and Brain Health (2022). Gentrification and displacement: What does 

the Right to Return Policy mean for Black Portland Residents? Portland, Oregon. Invited speaker, virtual event. June 1, 2022. 

 

Fordham University, Center for Community Engaged Learning (2022) Environmental justice in the Bronx. Invited panelist, 

Fordham in the Community: Summit on Community Development and Partnership, Fordham University. May 6, 2022. 

 

UCSF Institute for Health & Aging (2022). Aging well in the neuropolis? Invited colloquium speaker, virtual event. March 7, 

2022. 

 

Wesleyan University (2022). Intersectional identity development. Invited guest lecturer for Adolescent Identity course, led by 

Royette Dubar, Department of Psychology. March 1, 2022. 

 

The Joyner Institute for Gullah and African Diaspora Studies (2022). Stories matter: Towards the development of a Gullah 

Geechee preservation model. Invited speaker, hybrid event. February 26, 2022. 

 

The Hastings Center for Ethics (2022). Ethical considerations in health disparities research: Towards a critical intersectional 

approach. Invited colloquium speaker, virtual event. January 19, 2022. 
 

Planning for Seniors Housing in Changing Cities: A Cross-National Exchange (2021). Policy initiatives for seniors and 

the potential for social housing. Invited speaker, virtual event. May 11-12, 2021. 
 

Fordham University (2021). Flourishing in context: Theological and psychological reflections on place, space, & resources. 

Invited faculty lecturer for the Center for Ethics Education graduate interdisciplinary course, Theories and Applications in 

Contemporary Ethics. May 25-27, 2021. 

 

Harvard University (2020). Intersectional career pathways. Invited speaker to the Sidanius Lab Professional Development 

Workshop, Department of Psychology Brown Bag Series. December 4, 2020. 

 

Barnard College (2020). What makes life worth living in later years? Meaning-making, placemaking, and lived experiences 

among older adults. Invited speaker to Department of Psychology Brown Bag Series.  Barnard College. New York, NY, 

January 27, 2020. 



Curriculum Vitae | 2023 
 

Shellae Versey ⬥ CV ⬥ Page 10  

Clark University (2017). Aging in place: Does neighborhood change affect healthy aging and social capital? Invited speaker 

to Department of Psychology, Social Psychology Colloquium Series. Clark University. Worcester, MA, December 6, 2017. 
 

Vanderbilt University, Center for Medicine, Health and Society (2015). Healthy aging: Social-ecological approaches. 

Invited speaker to MHS Brown Bag Series. Vanderbilt University. Nashville, TN. January 5, 2015. 

 

 

SCHOLARLY PRESENTATIONS 

 

* Indicates student co-author  

 

Reyes, L.,Yeh, J. C., & Versey, H. S. (2022). Black placemaking: The body, home, and public space through the lens of older 

women. Paper presented at the Gerontological Society of America Annual Meeting (GSA) annual meeting. 
 

Versey, H. S. (2021). Neighborhood preservation or erasure?  Place branding vs. placekeeping in Harlem, USA. Paper 

presented at the American Association of Geographers (AAG) annual meeting. 
 

Versey, H. S. (2020). Older women causing a ruckus: Gentrification, displacement, and tenant advocacy. Paper presented at 

the Gerontological Society of America Annual Meeting (GSA) annual meeting. 

 

Versey, H. S. (2020). Through their lens: Using visual methods to illuminate the lived experiences of diverse older adults.  

Paper presented at the Gerontological Society of America Annual Meeting (GSA) annual meeting. 

 

Versey, H. S. (2020). Population health perspectives on residential displacement: Examining gentrification, affordability, and 

evictions.  Paper presented at the Interdisciplinary Association for Population Health Science (IAPHS) annual meeting. 

 

Versey, H. S. (2019). Placekeeping and sense of place: Using Photovoice to highlight neighborhood displacement.  Paper 

presented at the Toward a Network of Change: Promoting Age-Friendly Communities from the Inside-Out symposium (Chair) 

at the Gerontological Society of America annual meeting. 

 

Kakar, S., * Sanni, M.,* Greco, I., & Versey, H. S. (2019). Influences of altruism in Millennials & Gen Z. Poster presented the 

Wesleyan University Psychological Science Symposium. 

- Poster awarded “Best Poster Award” of the 2019 Psychological Science Symposium 

 

Schwartz, W.,* McPhee, I.,* Murad, S. & Versey, H. S.  (2019). A Bridging-Community Dinner Project: Building community 

among resettled refugees in Boston.  Poster presented the Wesleyan University Psychological Science Symposium. 

 

McIntosh, J.,* Levy, E.,* & Li, C.,* & Versey, H. S. (2019). Are the stakes equally high? High-effort versus high-risk activism 

among emerging adults. Poster presented the Wesleyan University Psychological Science Symposium. 

Versey, H. S. (2019). Homeless on Main Street:  Using Photovoice to highlight the hidden homeless.  Paper presented at 

Society for the Psychological Study of Social Issues (SPSSI) Annual Meeting in San Diego, CA. 

 

Versey, H. S. (2019). Appropriated racial oppression: Considering the impact on health for Whites and Blacks.  Paper 

presented at Society for the Psychological Study of Social Issues (SPSSI) Annual Meeting in San Diego, CA. 

 

Versey, H. S. (2018). Gentrification and aging in place:  Implications for social capital.  Paper presented at Gerontological 

Society of America Annual Meeting in Boston, MA. 
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Versey, H. S. (2018). Mapping place, space and psychology.  Paper presented at Society for the Psychological Study of 

Social Issues (SPSSI) Annual Meeting in Pittsburgh, PA. 
 

Murad, S.,* & Versey, H. S. (2018). Iraqi and Syrian refugees in Connecticut: Perceptions of community integration.  Poster 

presented the Wesleyan University Psychological Science Symposium. 

- Poster awarded “Best Poster Award” of the 2018 Psychological Science Symposium 

 

Lewis, A.,* & Versey, H. S. (2018). Cultural memories and placemaking in Harlem.  Poster presented the Wesleyan University 

Psychological Science Symposium. 

 

Murphy, E. G.,* Lee, Y. E.,* & Kakar, S.* &  Versey, H. S. (2018). Social media and health behaviors:  Social media as a tool 

for modeling health behaviors and social support.  Poster presented the Wesleyan University Psychological Science 
Symposium. 

 

Murad, S.,* Silverstein, C.,* McIntosh, J.,* Logan, A.,* & Versey, H. S. (2018). Attitudes towards gentrification in Central 

Harlem among seniors. Poster presented the Wesleyan University Psychological Science Symposium. 

 

Murad, S.,* & Lee, E.,* & Versey, H. S.  (2017). Mapping place: Using qualitative GIS to understand meanings of community 

among older adults.  Poster presented at the Urban Health Symposium at Drexel University, Philadelphia, PA. 

 

Sabik, N. & Versey, H. S. (2016). Body image, exercise, and social function: Are Black and White women’s experiences 

different?  Poster presented at the Gerontological Society of America annual meeting, New Orleans, LA. 

 

Cole, E. R., Versey, H. S., Hammond, W. P., Hurtado, A., & Shields, S. A.  (2014). Demarginalizing intersectionality research 

in psychology:  Reflections on theory and methods.   Symposium moderator at the American Psychological Association 

meeting, Washington, D.C. 

 

Versey, H. S., & Curtin, N. (2014).  Discrimination and health: Mediating pathways and racial differences among women at 

midlife.  Paper presented at American Psychological Association annual meeting, Washington, D.C. 
 

 

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE  

 

2023 – present   Editorial Board 

    Qualitative Psychology   
 
 

PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS  

RECAPP Aging, Housing, & Public Health Network  

American Psychological Association (Divisions 5, 35, 45, 

20) 

American Public Health Association (APHA) 
American Association of Geographers (AAG) 

Society for Community Research and Action (SCRA) 

Society for the Psychological Study of Social Issues 

(SPSSI) 

The Gerontological Society of America (GSA)  
Work and Family Researchers Network (WFRN)

 

UNIVERSITY SERVICE  

 
*Harvard Joint Center for Housing Studies, The Hastings Center 

https://www.jchs.harvard.edu/covid-19-recapp-report
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Current Service 

Fordham University EPA Environmental Justice Thriving Communities Grantmaking Partner (2023 – present) 
Fordham University Merit Committee (2022 – present)  

Fordham University Academic Integrity Committee (2021 – present)  

Fordham University AAAS Affiliate Faculty Program (2021 – present)  

Fordham University Undergraduate Major Advisor (2021 – present)  

 

Previous Service 

Fordham University Psychology Department Merit Norms Working Group Committee (Spring 2023)  
Fordham University Psychology Department Diversity, Equity, & Inclusion Committee (2020 – 2023)  

Fordham University Psychology Department ADP Faculty Search Committee (Spring 2022)  

Fordham University Psychology Department Teaching Race Across the Curricula (TRAC) Program Facilitator (2022-2023) 

 

Wesleyan University College of Environment Governing Board (2019–2020) 
Wesleyan University Psychology Department Ethics Committee (2019–2020) 

Wesleyan University Psychology Department Search Committee (2019–2020) 

Wesleyan University Psychology Department Colloquia Committee (2018–2019) 

Wesleyan University Psychology Department Curricula Committee (2017-2018) 
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	Okie Nwakanma †  2021 Society for the Psychological Study of Social Issues (SPSSI) Clara Mayo Award
	Arianna Jackson †   2021 Grants in Support of Scholarship Fellowship
	Brionna Colson-Fearon †  2021 Summer Research Fellowship from the College of the Environment
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	Fordham University, Center for Community Engaged Learning (2023). Neighborhood health in the Bronx: Emancipatory futures and the #Not62 Initiative. Roundtable panelist, April 27, 2023.
	UCSF Emancipatory Sciences Lab (2023). Food justice research and emancipatory lab practices. Invited speaker for podcast series, EDGES: Engaging Dialogues Generating Emancipatory Sciences, April 21, 2023.
	Fordham University Sigma Xi Induction (2023). Urban agriculture, sustainability, and food justice: A case study of food sovereignty in Baltimore, Maryland. Invited speaker, March 30, 2023.
	SPSP Sustainability Pre-conference (2023). Urban agriculture and sustainability: A case study of the feasibility of food sovereignty. Invited panelist, February 22, 2023.
	Oregon Health & Science University (2022). When social neuroscience meets environmental psychology: A love story. Invited speaker to Department of Neurology Visiting Speaker Series. Invited colloquium speaker, virtual event. June 1, 2022.
	PreSERVE Coalition for African American Memory and Brain Health (2022). Gentrification and displacement: What does the Right to Return Policy mean for Black Portland Residents? Portland, Oregon. Invited speaker, virtual event. June 1, 2022.
	Fordham University, Center for Community Engaged Learning (2022) Environmental justice in the Bronx. Invited panelist, Fordham in the Community: Summit on Community Development and Partnership, Fordham University. May 6, 2022.
	UCSF Institute for Health & Aging (2022). Aging well in the neuropolis? Invited colloquium speaker, virtual event. March 7, 2022.
	Wesleyan University (2022). Intersectional identity development. Invited guest lecturer for Adolescent Identity course, led by Royette Dubar, Department of Psychology. March 1, 2022.
	The Joyner Institute for Gullah and African Diaspora Studies (2022). Stories matter: Towards the development of a Gullah Geechee preservation model. Invited speaker, hybrid event. February 26, 2022.
	The Hastings Center for Ethics (2022). Ethical considerations in health disparities research: Towards a critical intersectional approach. Invited colloquium speaker, virtual event. January 19, 2022.
	Planning for Seniors Housing in Changing Cities: A Cross-National Exchange (2021). Policy initiatives for seniors and the potential for social housing. Invited speaker, virtual event. May 11-12, 2021.
	Fordham University (2021). Flourishing in context: Theological and psychological reflections on place, space, & resources. Invited faculty lecturer for the Center for Ethics Education graduate interdisciplinary course, Theories and Applications in Con...
	Harvard University (2020). Intersectional career pathways. Invited speaker to the Sidanius Lab Professional Development Workshop, Department of Psychology Brown Bag Series. December 4, 2020.
	Barnard College (2020). What makes life worth living in later years? Meaning-making, placemaking, and lived experiences among older adults. Invited speaker to Department of Psychology Brown Bag Series.  Barnard College. New York, NY, January 27, 2020.
	Clark University (2017). Aging in place: Does neighborhood change affect healthy aging and social capital? Invited speaker to Department of Psychology, Social Psychology Colloquium Series. Clark University. Worcester, MA, December 6, 2017.
	Vanderbilt University, Center for Medicine, Health and Society (2015). Healthy aging: Social-ecological approaches. Invited speaker to MHS Brown Bag Series. Vanderbilt University. Nashville, TN. January 5, 2015.
	SCHOLARLY PRESENTATIONS
	* Indicates student co-author
	Reyes, L.,Yeh, J. C., & Versey, H. S. (2022). Black placemaking: The body, home, and public space through the lens of older women. Paper presented at the Gerontological Society of America Annual Meeting (GSA) annual meeting.
	Versey, H. S. (2021). Neighborhood preservation or erasure?  Place branding vs. placekeeping in Harlem, USA. Paper presented at the American Association of Geographers (AAG) annual meeting.
	Versey, H. S. (2020). Older women causing a ruckus: Gentrification, displacement, and tenant advocacy. Paper presented at the Gerontological Society of America Annual Meeting (GSA) annual meeting.
	Versey, H. S. (2020). Through their lens: Using visual methods to illuminate the lived experiences of diverse older adults.  Paper presented at the Gerontological Society of America Annual Meeting (GSA) annual meeting.
	Versey, H. S. (2020). Population health perspectives on residential displacement: Examining gentrification, affordability, and evictions.  Paper presented at the Interdisciplinary Association for Population Health Science (IAPHS) annual meeting.
	Versey, H. S. (2019). Placekeeping and sense of place: Using Photovoice to highlight neighborhood displacement.  Paper presented at the Toward a Network of Change: Promoting Age-Friendly Communities from the Inside-Out symposium (Chair) at the Geronto...
	Kakar, S., * Sanni, M.,* Greco, I., & Versey, H. S. (2019). Influences of altruism in Millennials & Gen Z. Poster presented the Wesleyan University Psychological Science Symposium.
	- Poster awarded “Best Poster Award” of the 2019 Psychological Science Symposium
	Schwartz, W.,* McPhee, I.,* Murad, S. & Versey, H. S.  (2019). A Bridging-Community Dinner Project: Building community among resettled refugees in Boston.  Poster presented the Wesleyan University Psychological Science Symposium.
	McIntosh, J.,* Levy, E.,* & Li, C.,* & Versey, H. S. (2019). Are the stakes equally high? High-effort versus high-risk activism among emerging adults. Poster presented the Wesleyan University Psychological Science Symposium.
	Versey, H. S. (2019). Homeless on Main Street:  Using Photovoice to highlight the hidden homeless.  Paper presented at Society for the Psychological Study of Social Issues (SPSSI) Annual Meeting in San Diego, CA.
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