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… a table […] is not a 
metaphor, we must 
recognize, but a 
program, a set of 
instructions for 
performance.

Joanna Drucker 2009

“



1. TABLES

The act of reading across and down, 
through the coordinate grid, to find 
information is a generative act. [...] 

This is not trivial, but essential, to the 
performative capabilities of tables. They 
provoke multiple scenarios through their 
use because the graphic form permits 
combinatoric variation.

Johanna Drucker 2014

“



2. NORMAL BODIES

How are bodies being ordered?

How are bodies being performed?

What kinds of normativities are being enacted 
in these orderings?

3. WORLDS

It matters what matters we use to think other 
matters with; […] it matters what knots knot 
knots, what thoughts think thoughts, what 
descriptions describe descriptions, what ties 
tie ties. It matters what stories make worlds, 
what worlds make stories.

Donna Haraway 2016 

“



Form “I”, “Inventry of Negroes” 
1850. Capell Family Papers.

On form I, planters listed each slave by 
name, occupation, age, and current price 
[...]. They could then tally up the price of 
every slave to determine the total value of 
their human capital. […] 

Planters could repeat this process at the 
end of the year, adjusting the values of 
slaves to reflect any changes in their 
health, skills, or temperament, as well as 
variations in market prices.

Caitlin Rosenthal 2016



Sharing and comparing data 
required the adoption of 
standardized metrics [...] 

A “prime field hand” was an 
enslaved man or woman whose 
productivity was among the 
maximum that could be expected 
from a single individual. All other 
slaves were measured against 
this ideal, their value 
denominated in fractions of a 
hand [....]

The “hand” was the basis for 
an array of calculations.

Caitlin Rosenthal 2016

Form “C” the “Daily Record of 
Cotton Picked” from Eustatia
plantation, Mississippi, 1861.



The Spanish called them pieza de India, which roughly 
translated into an “Indian piece.” A pieza was a 
“mercantile unit of human flesh,” which often 
comprised more than one human being. A male slave in 
the prime of his life was the standard against which 
other slaves were measured. Slaves possessing limited 
physical abilities or who were elderly constituted a 
fraction of a pieza. Two boys or a mother and her child 
might equal one pieza.

Saidiya Hartman 2008a

“



“The hypothetical cotton 
plantation”



The archive of slavery [and its tabular 

technologies] rests upon a founding 

violence. This violence determines, 

regulates and organizes the kinds of 

statements that can be made about 

slavery… 
Saidiya Hartman 2008b

“

They set the conditions for what is possible;

It matters what matters we use to think 
other matters with..

“



the 
ordering of 
normal



Language recognition
n-grams



e.g. word pairs
bi-grams

Google Books Ngram Viewer



Language recognition
Word Vectors



Language recognition
Classification

geo = Geographical Entity

org = Organization

per = Person

gpe = Geopolitical Entity

tim = Time indicator

art = Artifact

eve = Event

nat = Natural Phenomenon

https://towardsdatascience.com/named-entity-recognition-and-classification-with-scikit-learn-f05372f07ba2
https://towardsdatascience.com/named-entity-recognition-and-classification-with-scikit-learn-f05372f07ba2
https://towardsdatascience.com/named-entity-recognition-and-classification-with-scikit-learn-f05372f07ba2


Language recognition
Classification







… we shouldn’t think of 
algorithms themselves as 
either good or bad, but 
we should be paying 
much more attention to 
the people programming 
them.

“

https://www.vox.com/technology/2018/10/1/17882340/how-algorithms-control-your-life-hannah-fry


Yet how does one recuperate lives entangled with and 
impossible to differentiate from the terrible utterances 
that condemned them to death, the account books that 
identified them as units of value, the invoices that 
claimed them as property, and the banal chronicles that 
stripped them of human features?

Saidiya Hartman 2008b

“



Critical fabulations

Saidiya Hartman 2008b

“

what could have been…

the space of a different kind of thinking, a space of 
productive attention to the scene of loss, a thinking with 
twofold attention that seeks to encompass at once the 
positive objects and methods of history and social 
science and the matters absent, entangled and 
unavailable by its methods. 

Lisa Lowe 2006
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