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re-imagining the settlement house

A settlement house is a community center that “strengthen[s] individual and 

neighborhood assets, and build[s] collective capacity to address community 

problems.” 

— Beverly Koerin, 2003
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The Hudson Yards 

Redevelopment Project

(“Hudson Yards”)

Amsterdam Houses & 

Amsterdam Addition

(“Amsterdam Houses”)
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Lincoln Square
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PUBLIC INVESTMENT

No. 7 Subway Extension: 

$2.4 BILLION

Moynihan Station 
Renovation: 
$267 MILLION

Javits Center Renovation: 
$465 MILLION

The High Line: 
$190 MILLION

Hudson River Park: 
$440 MILLION

Hudson Park & Boulevard: 
$30 MILLION

from: 

hudsonyardsnewyork.com

Hudson Yards
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(Map by Mark Byrnes)

Amsterdam Houses
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whose urban imaginary?
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quantifying privilege

KEEPING PLACE IN 'SMART' CITIES @GDONOVAN



data-driven 

indifference

the circuitous collection 

and re-presentation of 

data on everything except 

matters of injustice so as 

to un-know, un-see, and 

displace public problems 

from public knowledge.

🙉🙈🙊
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generating “minor data”

for minor theory

“Minor theory can scratch at major theory from a 

range of different positions but its claims are 

interstitial, and minor and major both must be joined 

to oppose inequality, injustice, impoverishment, and 

oppression effectively. […] Minor theory is at once 

multiply porous and a way to squeeze; it opens 

possibilities as it distills new kinds of knowledge.”

— Cindi Katz, 1996
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mapping the west side:

situating big data
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field notes:

reading the readings, and the city

KEEPING PLACE IN 'SMART' CITIES @GDONOVAN



community workshops:

critical platforms + practices
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minor data on public education
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minor data on space + infrastructure
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754  frisks

2  guns

.265%  success rate

minor data on policing + surveillance
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London

(Tower Hamlets)

New York City

(Lincoln Square)

Keeping Place in ‘Smart’ Cities

Next Stage: participatory translocal countertopographies
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