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This is a lesson about
you and me.

Today I would like to ask you to be
in a research study.
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This lesson will help you
understand what the research is

about.

As we read the lesson, I will also ask
you questions to make sure you

understand.
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My name is _____. I am a
researcher.

I am NOT a doctor.

I am NOT a counselor.

I do NOT help people with
their problems.
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A researcher’s job is to learn.

To do my job I talk to a lot of people
with developmental disabilities.
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I am a Researcher.

My job is to learn what people with
developmental disabilities think and do.
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Here is your first question.

What is my job?
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I would like you to be in the research to
help me learn how to teach people with

developmental disabilities to
make choices.
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Why do I want you to be in the
research?
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If you are in the research, you will:

listen to a story and 

answer questions,

© Fordham University Center for Ethics Education July 1, 2002 page 10



If you are in the research, what
will you do?
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If you are in the research,
I will also

and use a tape recorder to
help me remember what you
say.

 

ask your counselors
questions about you
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If you are in the research, what
will I do?
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I will not tell any one what
you say.

I will not write your name on
any papers.

If you are in the research I will
keep your answers private.
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What 2 things will I do to keep
your answers private?
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Today you can decide if you
would like to be in my

research.
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You Have 2 Choices.

You can say YES “I want to be
in the research”  or

NO!
You can say NO, “I don’t want
to be in the research.”
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What 2 choices do you have?
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If you say “Yes”

I will give you McDonald’s gift
certificates to say thank you for
your help.
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Even if you first say “yes,”

you can STOP at any time if you
do not want to be in the
research any more.
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If you say “STOP”

I will STOP the research and still give
you the McDonald’s certificates to say
thank you,

and you can go back to what you
were doing before we sat down.
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What will happen if you say
“STOP”?
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You need to know about the good and
bad things about being in the research.

To make the best choice for you,
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 Good things about the
research are 

and you may find talking
with me interesting.

I will learn how to teach
other people with
developmental disabilities
to make choices,
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What are some good  things
about being in the research?
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  Some bad things about
being in the research are 

   It might be boring.

   It might take too long.

It might be hard to understand.
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What are some bad  things
about being in the research?
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Now let’s review.

The purpose of the research is to
learn how to teach people with
developmental disabilities to make
better choices.

If you are in the research you will listen
to a story and answer questions.

I will also ask your counselors
questions about you.
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I will keep all your answers private.

 The research might help other
people with developmental
disabilities make choices and you
might find it interesting.

The research might also be boring,
take too long, or be hard to
understand.
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Would you like to ask me a
question about the research?
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Think about the good and bad things about
being in the research.

Now, you will decide if you want
to be in the research.

To make the best choice for you,
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DON’T FORGET

You can say “Yes”
or you can say “No.”
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Now, make your choice.

Would you like to be in the research?
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