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The Layers of London project
What is it?

 Large digital resource: London from the Romans to the 
present day

 digitised historic maps and data from key heritage partners

 content creation via crowd-sourcing, georeferencing, 
curated datasets, schools, local projects across London’s 
boroughs

 online Hub for London history: toolkits, resources



The Layers of London project
What do we want to do?
Uncover, record, share multiple ‘histories’ of London

Encourage, enable local/community/school/academic projects

Preserve and share lost/disappearing heritage

Provide access to unique heritage resources, such as maps and 
datasets

Establish Layers as a platform for creating and sharing collections 
about London’s past, present (and future)



Types of content:

Records – individual ‘pins’ attached to places, with associated 
images, video/audio files, documents.

Collections – groups of Records created by users/groups and 
linked by theme, place etc.  Can be owned/shared by multiple 
users or teams.

Layers – eg. historic maps, aerial photographs, curated datasets 
etc.  



Georeferencing: John Rocque’s 
map of 1746



8 georeferenced historic maps 
added so far:

• London in c.1520
• Faithorne and Newcourt, 1658
• Ogilby and Morgan, 1676
• William Morgan, 1682
• John Rocque, 1746
• Richard Horwood, 1799
• C. and J. Greenwood, 1827
• Bomb Damage map, 1945

2 sets of O.S. maps:
• 1893-6
• 1940s-1960s



J. Ogilby and W. Morgan, Large and 
accurate map of the City of London, 1676



W. Morgan, London Actually Survey’d, 1682



Streets and 
places 
appearing on 
William 
Morgan’s 1682 
map



Streets on the 
eastern fringe 
of the City in 
1682



Streets on the 
eastern fringe 
of the City in 
1682 and 1746



Locations of 
pickpocketing 
offences 
recorded in ‘Old 
Bailey Online’



Booth Poverty maps, 1889 
(via LSE)



London Bomb Damage Maps, 1945 
(LMA)















RAF Photos, 1945-48, georeferencing project



RAF Photos, 1945-48, 
georeferencing project



LMA’s LCC photo collection





Bexley Archives: planning applications



Other collections added to the site
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