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INTRODUCTION: 

As I write this introductory note at the 

beginning of the Fall semester we have 

now been staying at home and observing 

some kind of quarantine in New York City 

(NYC) for the last five months. As we 

finished the final draft of this news-

letter in early March none of us would 

have foreseen the level of impact that 

COVID-19 would have on our communities, 

particularly in the Bronx and on the es-

sential workers that kept the city going 

while most of us did our best to stay 

clear of the pandemic’s path. We lost 

over thirty thousand brethren in New 

York state alone. Only time will tell 

where we will be at the end of the year 

but there is no doubt we are all smarter 

for the wear, expressed as well in the 

fact NYC has been able to keep the per-

centage of infection transmission around 

one percent far longer than what many 

experts predicted. 

 

In the following pages we have glimpses 

of our recent collective Department 

past. I am sure you will feel a myriad 

of emotions including but not limited to 

pride, satisfaction, nostalgia and 
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motivation, among many other feelings. 

And as we know there will be no going 

back to what 

we were before, there never is; hopeful-

ly the days transpired will allow us to 

be better versions of ourselves, and to 

more than ever realize that the only way 

out of this labyrinth is through strong-

er ties of solidarity and care for each 

other. Cura Personalis is the backbone 

of Jesuit education, and more than ever 

is what is needed as an antidote to the 

world’s chaos, exploitative ways and 

disregard for our brethren others, sup-

posedly different from us. 

 

Our Department invites you to continue 

taking care of each other as we meet the 

Fall semester 

head on, and prepare our next Newsletter 

which will chronicle what the last six 

months has meant to us, our families, 

our scholarly and neighboring communi-

ties and the larger world we inhabit. 

 

As Jimmy Baldwin wrote at the end of his 

letter to his nephew, Godspeed to us 

all! 
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By Gregory Jost 

 

In neighborhoods across the 

Bronx, New York City, and 

throughout the country, the in-

creasing financialization of hous-

ing threatens the stability of low-

wealth, low-income primarily 

black and brown residents. Real 

estate speculation, backed 

by growing global economic ine-

quality, leaves many populations 

vulnerable to the continued de-

mand for high returns on invest-

ment. Grassroots communities 

have been further hindered by a 

growing data and information 

gap to identify the systems and 

tools that are driving displace-

ment pressures. My recent  

essay on how the tenant move-

ment can use a fight for data 

disclosure on speculative invest-

ment to advance their cause 

draws on the historic battle 

against redlining that used mort-

gage data disclosure as the uni-

fying rally cry during the 1970s 

and led to landmark federal leg-

islation including the Home 

Mortgage Disclosure Act and the 

Community Reinvestment Act, 

both passed in the early post-

civil rights era. 

My essay in Urban Omnibus, 

"To Stop Displacement, Disclose 

FIGHTING DISPLACEMENT IN URBAN OMNIBUS 
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The Data!" pulls on a few sec-
tions from my forthcoming book 
on the battles against redlining 
in the Bronx and across the 
country, specifically the strategic 
use of data by neighborhood 
people to transform systems. I 
feel strongly that historically red-
lined communities can build uni-
ty and power by shining the 
spotlight outwards on those who 
profit off of displacement and 
gentrification. 

Dr. Emily Rosenbaum, professor 
of Sociology and former profes-
sor of Greg Jost, offered her in-
sights on his essay. "Greg Jost’s 
essay elucidates the power of 
data in achieving progress in the 
long battle to reduce inequalities 
in housing in the US. While this 
is the explicit message in his 
story, the implicit one concerns 
the equivalent power of numera-
cy. Numeracy has many facets, 
including the ability to interro-
gate the sources of data to en-
sure that data are correct and of 
high quality, and, of course, to 

understand and communicate 
what the data say. Without nu-
meracy, ordinary people, like 
those Jost writes about, are 
hampered in their ability to criti-
cally evaluate and ultimately 
challenge what those with more 
power want us to believe." 

Gregory Jost, asked to guest  
lecture on Urban Displacement  

urbanomnibus.net/2019/09/to-stop-displacement-disclose-the-data  
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 By O. Hugo Benavides 

 

Profs. O. Hugo Benavides and 
Aseel Sawalha (Sociology and 
Anthropology Department) and 
Matthew Chin (School of Social 
Service) have launched Ford-
ham's first Strategic Research 
Consortium on Global Studies.   

The Global Studies Consortium 
seeks to provide an infrastruc-
ture to integrate existing Global 
Studies Research Initiatives at 
Fordham University and to ena-
ble future research as well.  It al-
so seeks to create different data 
banks and global maps of where 
and what Fordham faculty, ad-
ministrators and students are 
working on. 

The Global Studies Consortium 
has also developed the (GSC) 
Graduate Student Research 

Grant offering  support to one 
graduate student at Fordham on 
Global Studies.  Global Studies 
research is broadly conceived 
and may include work in  

GLOBAL  

STUDIES 

CONSORTIUM 

O. Hugo Benavides, founding 
member of the Global Studies 
Consortium (GSC)  
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other than the United States as 
well as topics on migration, dias-
pora, and borders within the 
U.S.  The funds ($2,000) must be 
used for research purposes and 
spent by July, 31, 2020. Follow 
us on Social Media and keep up 
with the latest updates on our 
website.  

 

 @gscfordham 

  

 Gscfordham 

 

 

Aseel Sawhala, founding 
member of the Global  
Studies Consortium (GSC)  

Matthew Chin, founding 
member of the Global  
Studies Consortium (GSC)  

strategicresearchconsortiumonglobalstudies.org  
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My collaborators at universities 
in Côte d’Ivoire and Canada, the 
Comoé National Park Research 
Station, and I are currently run-
ning the project called the 
Comoé Monkey Project at 
Comoé National Park (CNP), 
Côte d’Ivoire (Fig. 1). Comoé NP 
is one of the most biodiverse 
protected areas in Africa due to 
habitat heterogeneity – it has 
rainforest, semi-deciduous for-
est, woodland, tree savanna, 
and grassy savannah. The an-

nual rainfall of the Park is about 
1,100 mm per year. Most of 
which falls during the wet sea-
son, from May to October. The 
dry season is six-month-long 
from November to April. During 
the driest months from Decem-
ber to January, no rain falls. Oth-
er dry months receive only about 
100 mm of the annual precipita-
tion. Intense seasonality brings 
about the boom and bust to the 
animal populations. We engage 
in conservation research 

SAVING THE THREATENED  

PRIMATES IN WEST AFRICA 
 By Reiko Matsuda Goodwin  
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targeting two threatened primate 
species, the white-thighed colo-
bus (Colobus vellerosus) (Fig. 2) 
and the white-naped mangabey 
(Cercocebus lunulatus) (Fig. 3). 
Both species are two of the 25 
most endangered primate spe-
cies. The IUCN Red List has as-
certained that the white-thighed 
colobus is a critically endan-
gered species and the white-
naped mangabey is an endan-
gered species. Thus, both mon-
key species deserve rigorous 
conservation actions. Comoé 
NP in Côte d’Ivoire, the only pro-
tected area where viable popula-
tions of the two species co-
occur, has the best chance for 
the synergistic conservation of 
both species within their shrink-
ing distribution ranges. This pro-
ject, supported by local universi-
ties and the Comoé National 
Park Research Station, uses 
multiple methods to estimate the 
abundance of the two species 
and other primate species in 
three study areas (Comoé, 
Iringou, and Gawi) in the Park, 
compare the efficacy of the sur-
vey methods, assess the spe-
cies’ vulnerability to hunting, and 
determine the area to prioritize 

conservation actions within the 
park. During the last three sea-
sons, we set up 50 cameras in 
the tree canopy to take one-
minute videos of the primates 
and other arboreal wildlife and 
conducted more than 150 km of 
walking surveys. The preliminary 
results are promising. We deter-
mined that the Park is home to 
12 primate species. We found 
that the white-naped mangabey 
is quite abundant and verified 
several groups of the white-
thighed colobus live in separate 
gallery forests and forest is-
lands. To our surprise, last July I 
saw a baboon-mangabey hybrid
-like monkey (Fig. 4) at the 
Iringou study site. Searching for  

Fig 2: White-thigihed colobus  
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this individual and collecting its 
fecal matter to establish its ge-
netic status is now one of the 
goals of our future research. We 
will be also collecting fecal sam-
ples of the two threatened pri-
mate species to establish the 
extent of their genetic variations. 
We are concerned that the small 
fragmented groups of the white-
thighed colobus may be experi-
encing the loss of genetic varia-
tion due to a lack of gene flow 
between groups living in the 
separated forests. Furthermore, 
we will be training local assis-
tants and students in the proto-
col and techniques used in pri-
mate conservation biology. We 
are probably the first group of 
scientists in Africa who trained 

the assistants from the local 
community in tree climbing tech-
niques using professional gear. I 
plan to go back to Comoé Na-
tional Park in December to re-
sume the research and conser-
vation activities.  

 

Dr. Reiko Matsuda Goodwin,  
Professor of Anthropology  

Fig. 3: White-naped mangabey  

Fig. 4: Baboon-mangabey hybrid-

like monkey  
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By Julie Kleinman   Anthropology professor Julie 
Kleinman's book, Adventure Cap-
ital, was published in December 
with the University of California 
Press. Professor Kleinman 
chronicles how West Africans in 
France use Europe's largest rail-
way hub to create economic op-
portunities, confront police har-
assment, and forge connections 
to people outside of their commu-
nities. 

Drawing on ten years of ethno-
graphic research, including an in-
ternship at the French national 
railway company, Kleinman re-
veals how racial inequality is in-
grained in the order of Parisian 
public space. She vividly de-
scribes the extraordinary ways 
that African migrants retool 
French transit infrastructure to 
build alternativepathways toward 
social and economic integration 
where state institutions have 
failed. In doing so, these adven-
turers defy boundaries—between 
migrant and citizen, center and  

ADVENTURE CAPITAL 

Julie Kleinman's new book, 

Adventure Capital  
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periphery, neighbor and stranger—
that have shaped urban planning 
and immigration policy. Adventure 
Capital offers a new understanding 
of contemporary migration and be-
longing, capturing the central role 
that West African migrants play in 
revitalizing French urban life. 

Bruce O'Neill writes in the Political 
and Legal Anthropology Review 
(PoLAR), "Theoretically sophisti-
cated, accessibly written, and eth-
nographically engaged, Adventure 
Capital makes an important and 
timely intervention into the study of 
migration. It also offers a rare por-

trait of the durable  relationships 
and projects that take shape within 
mass transit stations, which are too 
often conceptualized as sites that 
are merely passed through. The 
book makes for essential reading 
for scholars of mobility and con-
temporary urban life." In June, this 
book received the Laurence Wylie 
Prize in French Cultural Studies 
Honorable Mention. 

Thank you, Julie Kleinman, for 
your work and your contributions to 
the Sociology and Anthropology 
department. 

Julie Kleinman's new book,  
Adventure Capital, Dealy Hall  
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Last semester, Julie Kleinman, 
assistant professor of Anthropolo-
gy, and Daisy Deomampo, Asso-
ciate Professor of Anthropology, 
gave their students a little educa-
tional treat, hosting the Anthro-
pology Film Series. the film festi-
val took place on three different 
dates and showed three different 
films; September 13: The Anthro-
pologist, October 18: Tales of the 
Waria, and November 12:  

ANTHRO FILM FEST  

By: Brendon Padilla  
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Netizens. Daisy Deomampo re-
ported that nearly 70 students 
took park in the film festival. The 
Anthro Film series was funded by 
the Dean of Arts & Sciences, the 
Women, Gender, and Sexuality 
Studies program, and of course, 
the sociology and anthropology 
department. 

The most intriguing part of this 
event was the viewing for 
Netizens. Cynthia Lowen, direc-
tor of Netizens had appeared for 
a Q&A. The students got the rare 
opportunity to ask all their incis-
ing questions, and get a rare op-
portunity to see what is behind 
the mind of the director. 

Director of Netizens,  
Cynthia Lowen  

Daisy Deomampo, Associ-

ate Professor of Anthro-

pology  

Julie Kleinman, Assistant 

Professor of Anthropology  
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By: Clara Rodriguez  

The island of Puerto Rico and its 
people have had to endure one 
devastating natural disaster after 
another—often having only a little 
time to recover from one storm 
before being swept up by anoth-
er. Any effort to make the island 
stand tall again can help. 

Dr. Clara Rodriguez is a respect-
ed professor of sociology, and an 
accomplished author of many 
books, the most recent of which 
is “America as Seen on TV," She 
is working with others to create 
an interdisciplinary environmental 
center in the southwest part of 
Puerto Rico that will organize 
programs, classes and projects 
with faculty, staff, and students 
from Fordham University and 
from universities, organizations, 
and communities in Puerto Rico. 
Its objective will be to assist in 
Puerto 

THE BORIQUERÓN  

ENVIRONMENTAL CONSORTIUM  

Bull dozer clearing dubree.  

Puerto Rico in state of emer-

gency after Hurricane Maria 

and a series of unexplainable 

earthquakes.  
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Rico’s progress toward an island 
community that is green, 
healthy, prosperous, just and 
collegial.  Its working title is: the 
Boquerón Environmental Con-
sortium for Social Justice or 
BEC for short. 

The current social and economic 
decline of Puerto Rico, caused 
both by natural and social forc-
es (hurricane Maria, as well as 
the debt crisis brought on by the 
decline of the model of econom-
ic development pursued by the 
ELA or Commonwealth) would 
be highlighted as the context 
within which to focus on the en-
vironment. In addition, local in-
novative programs and initia-
tives to develop and improve the 
environment and local lives 
would be underscored. That is to 
say, we would seek to look at 
the environment in Puerto Rico 
from a broad social and cultural 
perspective that makes use of 
our knowledge, scholarly inter-
ests and resources as social sci-
entists, cultural critics, and 
STEM faculty. These activities 
would focus on the neglected 
southwest part of the island that 
has significant environmental 
components and that would 

serve as the initial coordinating 
consortium for the further devel-
opment of this goal. As part of 
this project, Public Media M.A. 
student, Carmen Collins, creat-
ed as her final capstone project, 
a three-part documentary enti-
tled “Puerto Ricans: Dealing 
With Natural Disas-
ters.”  Combining interviews of 
non-profit leaders, professors, 
activists and regular citizens, the 
documentary dramatically 
showed how natural disasters 
have affected the lives of Puerto 
Ricans on and off the islands.  

Dr. Clara Rodriguez, Professor of 
Sociology, Author of "America as 
seen on TV."  
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By: Dr. Allan Gilbert  

At last, after a gestation period 
of about 25 years, my book on 
archaeology in the Bronx was fi-
nally published by the Bronx 
County Historical Society in mid 
2018.   

Why so long in the mak-
ing?  This edited volume was 
designed to be a compilation of 
recent projects involving field-
work and historical analysis, and 
some of these endeavors were 
still ongoing at the time the book 
was conceived in the mid 
1990s.  Though some chapters 
were ready relatively quickly, 
others required more time to 
complete.   

The work is now available to the 
public and represents the first 
major book on Bronx archaeolo-
gy in a century.  It differs from 
what one might expect in that it 
is not a history of the borough 
seen through 

DIGGING IN THE BRONX  

Dr. Alan Gilbert's book, Dig-

ging in the Bronx  
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the results of excavations.  Not 
all periods of the Bronx’s past 
are known archaeologically, so 
such a history would naturally 
contain gaps.  Instead, the goal 
of the book was to showcase the 
most recent research, and to 
demonstrate to readers (1) the 
different ways archaeology has 
been conducted in the Bronx, 
and (2) the strategies involved in 
excavation, analysis, and inter-
pretation that eventually led to 
the discovery of historical 
knowledge.   

The text contains chapters on 
the results of field schools, pub-
lic archaeology, cultural re-
source management, technical 
examination of recovered finds, 
and ethnohistory, all presented 
as narratives by the archaeolo-
gists themselves relating how 
they confronted problems and 
resolved uncertainties.  The last 
three chapters explain how ar-

chaeologists in New York City 
are responding to the modern 
challenges of preserving and 
curating finds, making archaeo-
logical information accessible to 
the widest possible audience, 
and conserving archaeological 
sites and protecting them from 
destruction so the evidence they 
contain can last into the future  

Dr. Alan Gilbert's book, Pro-

fessor of Anthropology 

DON’T FORGET TO PURCHASE YOUR VERY OWN COPY! 
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It is with our dearest condolences that we regret to inform 
you that Adrian Nolasco passed away last month (2/20) at 
the age of 28. He was a vibrant soul. The people who were in 
his presence always had fun and loved being entertained by 
his stories. With his sense of humor, there was never a dull 
moment with Adrian. He was fearless and very driven. He 
looked forward to new adventures and was not afraid to go 
outside of the box. His soul was one of the most beautiful 
ones because of this thoughtfulness, humility and compas-
sion. His heart was bigger than he would ever know. He will 
be missed by family and friends; but his life, joy and smile will 
never be forgotten. 

Rest in peace, Adrian. 

IN LOVING MEMORY OF 

ADRIAN NOLASCO 
FEBRUARY 16, 1991 -FEBRUARY 2, 2020 
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	Fig 2: White-thigihed colobus  
	this individual and collecting its fecal matter to establish its ge-netic status is now one of the goals of our future research. We will be also collecting fecal sam-ples of the two threatened pri-mate species to establish the extent of their genetic variations. We are concerned that the small fragmented groups of the white-thighed colobus may be experi-encing the loss of genetic varia-tion due to a lack of gene flow between groups living in the separated forests. Furthermore, we will be training local assi
	 
	Dr. Reiko Matsuda Goodwin,  
	Fig. 3: White-naped mangabey  
	Fig. 4: Baboon-mangabey hybrid-like monkey  
	By Julie Kleinman   
	ADVENTURE CAPITAL 
	Julie Kleinman's new book, Adventure Capital  
	periphery, neighbor and stranger—that have shaped urban planning and immigration policy. Adventure Capital offers a new understanding of contemporary migration and be-longing, capturing the central role that West African migrants play in revitalizing French urban life. 
	Julie Kleinman's new book,  
	Last semester, Julie Kleinman, assistant professor of Anthropolo-gy, and Daisy Deomampo, Asso-ciate Professor of Anthropology, gave their students a little educa-tional treat, hosting the Anthro-pology Film Series. the film festi-val took place on three different dates and showed three different films; September 13: The Anthro-pologist, October 18: Tales of the Waria, and November 12:  
	ANTHRO FILM FEST  
	Netizens. Daisy Deomampo re-ported that nearly 70 students took park in the film festival. The Anthro Film series was funded by the Dean of Arts & Sciences, the Women, Gender, and Sexuality Studies program, and of course, the sociology and anthropology department. 
	Director of Netizens,  
	Daisy Deomampo, Associ-ate Professor of Anthro-pology  
	Julie Kleinman, Assistant Professor of Anthropology  
	By: Clara Rodriguez  
	THE BORIQUERÓN  
	Bull dozer clearing dubree.  
	Puerto Rico in state of emer-gency after Hurricane Maria and a series of unexplainable earthquakes.  
	Rico’s progress toward an island community that is green, healthy, prosperous, just and collegial.  Its working title is: the Boquerón Environmental Con-sortium for Social Justice or BEC for short. 
	Dr. Clara Rodriguez, Professor of Sociology, Author of "America as seen on TV."  
	By: Dr. Allan Gilbert  
	DIGGING IN THE BRONX  
	Dr. Alan Gilbert's book, Dig-ging in the Bronx  
	the results of excavations.  Not all periods of the Bronx’s past are known archaeologically, so such a history would naturally contain gaps.  Instead, the goal of the book was to showcase the most recent research, and to demonstrate to readers (1) the different ways archaeology has been conducted in the Bronx, and (2) the strategies involved in excavation, analysis, and inter-pretation that eventually led to the discovery of historical knowledge.   
	Dr. Alan Gilbert's book, Pro-fessor of Anthropology 
	DON’T FORGET TO PURCHASE YOUR VERY OWN COPY! 
	It is with our dearest condolences that we regret to inform you that Adrian Nolasco passed away last month (2/20) at the age of 28. He was a vibrant soul. The people who were in his presence always had fun and loved being entertained by his stories. With his sense of humor, there was never a dull moment with Adrian. He was fearless and very driven. He looked forward to new adventures and was not afraid to go outside of the box. His soul was one of the most beautiful ones because of this thoughtfulness, humi
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